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[ A four-masted ehip, supposed to bo the Talavera, ¢ m
Liverpool, consigned to Alessrs. Hoffnung and Co., fvas
repuried off Jervis Bay at 4.80 p.m. yesterday, in tow of the |
| P.J. 8. Company’s steamer Irresistible. 1he Talavera is.
in charge of Captain Cleave ; Captain Robson, hers in the |

ship last voyage, being now at home superintending the L
bui. -.1ing"’of & new :ﬁfp, the Corunna, which he will next
command, "

&j “Jurvis Bay.—June 4, aeEOi:iner Willinga etill in the bay. |
| Passed : June 3, a schooner with black funnel at 7.30 a.m.,
south; schooner May Howard at 6 p.-m., north; a
schooner-ragged steamer at 8 p.m., south. June 4, Oonah
(s.) at 12.15 p.m., north ; tug Irresistible, with a. large 4-
masted painted port ship in tow, at 4.80 p:m., north,
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The following donations have been received during
May :— :

Mammalia.—Grey kangaroo (Macropus giganteus),
wallaroo (Macropus robustus), Mr. 1. Geale;
common pouched mouse (Sminthopsis murinus), M.
| J. Mitchell.

Aves,—Sparrow, with malformed bill (Passa do-
mesticus), Master A. Stephen ; 6 beautiful grass
finch (Poephila mirabilis), chestnut-breasted tinch
(Donacicola castaucothorax), crimson-winged parra-
Kect (Aprosmictus erythropterus), rose-breasted
cockatoo (Cacatua roseicapillay, Mr. O. Le Bon

collared sparrow-hawk (Accipiter cxnhoceuhalus),
| 8 white-backed crow-shrikes (Gymnorhina leu-
conota), 3 eggs white-backed crow-shrikes (Gym-
norhina leuconota), Mr. A. M. N. Rose; white
stork (Ciconia alba), 2 roze-winged ﬂammgo (Phce-
nicopterus a,nthuorum), black swan (Cygunusatratus),
trustees Zoological Society N.S.W. ; Satin bower-
bird (Ptﬂonoxh)uclma violaceus), Mr. 8. J. Fletcher;
green oriole (Mimeta viridis), Mr. H. Newcombe ;
beautiful grass finch (Poephila mirabilis), Mr. F. w.
Stewart ; fire-tailed finch (Aonbgmthus bella), Mr.
A. J. ‘\01th satin bower-bird (Ptilonorhynchus
violaceus), Mr. H. O. Rottoa.




T e ——— - T -

Reptilia.—Carpet snake (Morelia variegata),
| Stephen’s snake (MHoplocephalus Stephensii), ringed
| smake (Vermicella' annulata), Physignathus lesu-
curii, Mr. O. 8. Pedley; 2 Pygopus lepidopus,
Mr. A. M. N. Rose; frog (Batrachopis), Sir Wil-
liam Maegregor.

Pisces.—Serranus dcemeli, Mr. D. Macdermott ;
Cristiceps Australis, Mr. J. Miller ; Opisthognathus
jacksoniensis, Mr. T. Mulhall ; Gobius biirenatus,
Mr. J. D. Ogilby.
- Mollusca.—Scutus unguis vsr. corrugatus, Mr.
Icely : collection of land and freshwater speci-
mens (13 species, 86 specimens), Mr. R. Murdoch ;
3 Meleagrina margaritifera, Avicula macroptera,
Avicula sp., Perna sp., 2 Voluta narissi, 4 Cypreea |*
caput-serpentis,golden and silver iip mother-of-pearl,
Mr. E. C. Hedges ; collection of shells from British
| New Guinea, Sir William Macgregor.
Insecta.—Lepidoptera : Larva of case moth, in
| case (Metura elongata), Miss C. A. Wade; larva

of (Danais erippuis), Mr. E. R. Waite:
chrysalis of Danais sp., Mr. W. A. Cuneo.
Orthoptera : Cricket (Anostostoma australas o,
Master F. C. Brazier : two Truxalis nasuta, Master
. Brazier. Coleoptera: Aterpus sp., Master E.
Brazier; beetle (Calomela sp.), Hon. Dr. Norton,
Hemiptera: Gigantic aquatic bug (Belostoma in-
dica), Mr. James Macdonald. Diptera: Two
chiromyza australis, Master E. Brazer. Collection
of insects, Sir William Macgregor, '

Arachmda.—Collection of arachnida, Sir Wm.
Macgregor ; scorpion (Tityus marmoratus), Master
T, Air.

Crustacea.—Red-fingered crab (Sesarma erythro-
dactyla), Mr. E. R. Waite: two smooth mantis crab
(Squilla laevis), Br.J. C. Cox; twoprawns (Penacus
canaliculatus), hermit crab (Pagurus punctulatus),
Mr. Icely.

Echinodermata.—Star fish (Iconaster longimanus),
Mr. E. C. Hedges ; 29 seaeggs (Breynia australasi®),

Mr. Icely.
Vermes.—Eunice aphroditgis, Mr. A. Jenkins;
planarian worm (Bipalum kewense), Mr. E T.
| Short. :

Ethnological Specimens.—Two fishing lines made
from hair of aborigines, Mr. E. C. Hedges ; leonile,
Mr. W. H. Hargrave ; aboriginal tomabawk, Mr.
G. A. Stonier.

Fossils.—Two largs mammoth ivory tusks, Messrs.
Burroughes and Watts. ;

Mineral.—Pebble of chalcedony, Mr. F. Chainie.

Photograph.—Print of Moloch horridus, Broken
Hill, Mr. F. W. Wilcox.




Parkes and the Museum.

i — e

BEFORE proceedmg to the eonélderatlon of

two or three larger departments on which we
have not yet touched, we will, in course of
this article, remark upon some side errors of

the system. By this time our readers, if they |

have followed us, must have gained a certain
insight into the working of that system, and

it will be therefore unnecessary to preface the

present article with an introductory ex-
planation.

THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM
1 first ealls for attention. Against the principle
of this admirable institution we have nothing

to urge, but we must complain that like other,

branches of the Civil Service, more public
money is expended upon it than necessity

calls for. In order that our readers may more

clearly understand how a little department
can be made to cost a lot of money, we quote
from the Estimates the following figures,
showing the expenditure of the department
under notice.

MUSEUM.

Curator ... v £600 .., £580
Assistant in Zoology .. B e OB
Assistant in Entomology ... we 250 ., 248
Assistant in Palezontology ... oot 280 o AN
Agsistant in Mineralogy ... R, | el 1
Asgistant in Conchology, &e. e o 00
Assistant in Invertebrate Zoology 200 .., 200
Agsistant in Ornithology ... 2007 e 200
Draftsman and Lithographer e RO 2R
Attendants ... 400 .., 400
Folice Protectlon—-\l'lght Duty e R et Ty ey

e

Total Vs .o £3051 ., £2767

PR AN




SRR O R s o
1 (Irrespective of date of claim d“." R
{ To meet the expenses of Opening = =~ « |

the Museum on Sundays (Note.— e
_£100 of this goes to bhg Cglmtbr) £300 ... £300°}

}_ Collecting and purchasing Speci~
‘mens and for purchase of Books.., 1230 .. 250
| Scientific Catalogues, Museura Re- vl
| cords and Printing ... - 700 .. 500

| Additional Endowment for General
Purposes | e el EET 10005 800
. | Travelling Expenses ... vs PR Ut SR T
Specimen Bottles ~ ... *.* - ' ‘50 '
Yemporary Quarters for Curatot,
during alterations ... bee v 200 e 1200
Show Casges, generally in various
} parts of the Mugeum .., .. 500 ..,
G B oYy A e Sl B T
Special vote for cases and fittings fo
for the Palmontological, Geolos
{ gical and Invertebrate Collections

in the rooms of the new buildings 3000 ... 2130

Potal v G e 8001 f4SoT

It is very much to be questioned whether the

tCurator of the institution is justified, under

: lfle circumstances, in demanding the services
0

8O0 MANY ASSISTANTS,

/| each of whom, it will be noticed, is employed

lasa specialist, It is quite possible to secure
thegervices of scientific gentlemen, who would
have knowledge enough to combine the duties
or two or more of the functions indicated!
Indeed, coming straight to the question of
retrenchment, the staff can very well be out
down about one half. Concerning the qualifi-
{ cations of:the gentlemen now occupying these |
1 positions, we will say nothing. It will be
| remembered that some years age the Curator’s
chair was filled by Mr. Kraft, a scientist of
undoubted learning and ability. From some
cause or other Mr. Kraft and Sir Henry Parkes
came into collision. The result, with ’aitchless
arrogance on oune side and the worldly inex-
perience of the savant on the other, can be
readily guessed at. Parkes, whose chiefest
| aim in life is to pose as a literary man and a

patron of genius, brutally ordered Mr, Kraft




deferentially refused to go unless at the com-

| mand of the Government. The minions of the
vulgar Parkes, at their master’s order, carried |
| the Curator out of the Museum in his chair,

and ordered him off, Poor Kraft, whose mind

't and soul were in the Museum, in a very short

time broke his sensitive heart, and died.
Parkes, the power-proud dilettante, who
would have found his natural level long ago
in any other country, has lived to offend the
ears and afflict the sense of all intelligent
people with his

““FIFTY YRARS OF AUSTRALIAN HISTORY,”

in which the ‘*Hi’’ that at no very remote
period, according to the theory of progressive
development, might have been identical with
the FEgo of some chattering chimpanzee,

largely prevails. There have been worse men |
| than poor Kraft in the Sydney Museum ; men
'| whose devotion to Bacchus was much more

intense than their love for science. From one
of these persons, whom, we believe, is now else-
where, It at length became necessary to lock

'{ up the methvlated spirits used in the Museum

for preservative purposes. In fact it is even
hinfed that this person hastened his removal

. by finally resorting to the specimen jars in
§ which snakes and fishes are preserved for

-exhibit for his liquid comforts. This was

1 going for the *‘ snakejuice "’ with a vengeance,

It will be noticed from the Estimates quaoted

that the contingent expenses have been |

largely reduced this year, and that in all the
cost of the Museum for 1893 is about £6000
less than in 1892. A special endowment of
£1000 a year is also voted to this institution.

" T VACATE THE POSITION |
{ which he occupied with infinite credit to him- |
self and to the country, Kraft—a foreigner— |
| imagining that his appomntment under Govern- |
| ment conferred on him certain legal rights,
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