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http://australianmuseum.net.au/explore-indigenous-australian-objects


http://australianmuseum.net.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-collections
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http://australianmuseum.net.au/video-conferencing
http://australianmuseum.net.au/explore-indigenous-australian-objects
http://australianmuseum.net.au/explore-indigenous-australian-objects
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Art Inquiry Card 
 

Shields were used for different 
purposes.  The shape, size and 
design often indicate how they 
were used and what region they 
are from. 

 
Studentactivitty 
 

Find the shield display and look at the different 
shapes, sizes and designs of the shields. 
 

1. For what purposes do you think the 
different types of shields were used?  Why? 
2. Choose 2 examples 
of shields with intricate 
patterns. What type of 
pattern is it?  What 
region is it from?    
3. Compare the 
patterns on 2 shields 
from the same region.  
What are the 
similarities and 
differences? 

 

The didgeridu is a 
musical instrument 
originally from the 
Northern Territory.  It is 

used for recreation and ceremonial purposes. 
 

Student activity 
 

Choose 3 different didgeridus with different 
designs and think about the following 
questions. 
 

1. What is it made from and how was it made? 
2. Was the design painted or carved? 
3. What colours were used?   
4. How do you think the colours were made? 
5. What do you think the design represents?  
6. What is 
a traditional 
name for a 
didgeridu 
and where 
did it 
originate? 



Tools ( for hunting or fighting) Inquiry Card 
 

Boomerangs have 
been used by 
Aboriginal 
Australians for 
thousands of years.  

There are many different types of boomerangs from 
across Australia.  They vary in shape, size and use.   
 

Student activity 
 

Look at the different designs of the boomerangs 
in the display. 
 

1. Where are they from? 
2. What are they used for? 
3. What is different about the design of the 
non-returning 
boomerangs? 
4. How do you 
think the 
boomerangs fly? 
 

 

 

Clubs are made from wood and 
other materials.  They can be used 
for hunting, digging, battle and in 
ceremonies. 
 

Student activity 
 

Look at the different clubs. 
 

1. What do you think each club is used for?   
2. What materials apart from wood have been 
used? 
3. Which of these materials is post-British 
Contact? 
4. Do you think the clubs are an example of 
sustainable 
practice? 
Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sustainability Inquiry Card 
 

Many different types of canoes 
were made by Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
These include dug-out canoes, 
bark canoes and reed canoes. 

 
Student activity 
 

Look at the canoe display. 
 

1. What are the steps used to make a bark 
canoe? 
2. How do you think bark canoes are an 
example of sustainability? 
3. What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of bark canoes compared with fibre-glass boats?   

 
 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people used friction to make fire.  Fire 
was used for cooking, ceremonies, 
warmth, light, signaling, and 
controlled bush burning for new 

growth and clearing of pathways. 
 

Student activity 
 

Look at the fire artefacts. 
 

1. How do the fire artefacts create fire?  
2. Why do some of the fire sticks have covers? 
3. Why are the fire hearth boards decorated? 
4. Why do you think it’s important to learn 
from Aboriginal knowledge about fire? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tools (for daily life) Inquiry Card 
 

Coolamons and kangaroo skin 
water bags were common 
carriers used to transport food 
and water and for other 
purposes.  There were 

different types depending on the region. 
 

Student activity 
 

Look at the different carriers on display. 
 

1. What are they each used for? 
2. What natural materials are they each made 
from? 
3. Why do you think these materials were 
selected? Hint: think about their physical 
properties. 
4. What 
do these 
artefacts tell 
us about 
Australia’s 
ancient 
past? 

 

Message sticks were used to 
communicate information 
between people from 
different language groups.  
Patterns and pictures were 

carved or painted to convey messages or gain 
permission to enter another language group region. 
 

Student activity 
 

Look at the message sticks on display.  Choose 3. 
 

1. Where are they each from? 
2. Are there any similarities in the patterns? 
3. What do you think the patterns and symbols 
might represent?  
4. What might the message be?  
5. How does 
the use of 
message sticks 
compare with 
communication 
methods today? 

Ceremonial Inquiry Card 
 

Masks were used in 
ceremonies in the Torres 
Strait Islands (TSI) and made 
to represent people, animals 
and stories from the past. 

 
Student activity 
 

Look at the Torres Strait Islander mask. 
 

1. What materials is it made from? 
2. What animal does it represents and why 
might this animal have been recreated? 
3. How do you think it was used in a 
ceremony? 
4. What 
do you think 
was the 
purpose of 
the 
ceremonies? 

 
 
 
 

 

Pukumani poles are from 
the Tiwi Islands and are 
painted and sculpted to 
honour the dead with the 
number     and size of the 

poles signifying their status.   The design of the poles 
is representative of the deceased person’s life. 
 

Student activity 
 

Look at the Pukamani Poles and their designs. 
 

1. How were they made? 
2. Choose 2 poles.  
What do you think their 
shapes, sizes and 
painted designs 
represent? 
3. How is the 
Pukamani ceremony 
different from your 
culture’s death and 
burial ceremony? 
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