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TO THE HON BOB CARR MP,

New South Wales Premier, Minister for the Arts and Minister for Ethnic Affairs
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. Sir,

In accordance wich the provisions of

the Anmnual Reports (Statutory Bodies)
Act 1984, and the Public Finance and
Audit Act 1983. we have pleasure in
submirtring this repore of che activities
of the Australian Museum Trust for the
financial year ended 30 June 1997 for

presentation to Parliament,

)
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MR MALCOLM LONG DR DES GRIFFIN

President of the Trust Secretary of the Trust

A AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM

N’[ 6 College Street, Sydney 2000
W austmus. gov.a

Telephone: (02) 9320 6000
Facsimile: (02) 9320 6050

email: infol @amsg. Austmus. gov, an

Open 7 days (except Christmas Day)
9.30am to 5.00pm

ADMISSION CHARGES:
Family $12, Child $2. Adults 85, Concession $3;

Seniors card holders, TAMS members and children under 5 free
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Our mission is to increase understanding of, and influence public

/‘)

debate on. the natural environment, human societies and human

interaction with the environment.

W AR COMMITTED TO.

Gathering and communicating accurate informarion and
providing high quality acrivities and services supportive of our

mission and relevant to the community.

Ensuring that the Museum's public environment is comfortable
and that our staff are friendly, reliable, and respeccful of the

interests and needs of visitors and ocher Museum customers.

Providing visitors with a fair and reasonable opportunity to be

heard regarding any aspect of the running of the Museum.

Providing innovative public programs using a variety of media to

give entertaining, stimulating and educational experiences.

Maintaining and improving our scientific collecrions to international

standards of documentacion, conservation and accessibility.

Conducting socially relevant research and making the resules
available to the scientific community through publication in

scientitic journals and books, and to the public chrough our public

programs and print and electronic media.
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o The launch of two new important exhibitions. After two
years planning, Indigenous Australians: Australia’s First
Peoples was opened by the Premier, Bob Carr. It is one of the
largest exhibitions staged by the Museum. And The Albert
Chapman Mineral Collection was opened as an exhibition housed

in a superb new space.

* The establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding with the

NSW Narional Parks and Wildlife Service.

* The allocation of $19.759 million capital funding over five years
by the NSW Government for major programs including semi-
permanent and cravelling exhibitions, developments in information

technology and research into threatened and endangered species.

* Research at an Aboriginal site at Jinmium, in the Northern Territory,

focused on new theories about the earliest occupation of Australia.

* Expansion, and increased promotion, of the Eureka Prizes, which
acknowledge and reward outstanding achievements in Australian scientific

and environmental research, and the promotion of science.

* The launch of the People and Place Research Centre, and the Geodiversity
Research Centre, two of the Museum's four new centres of excellence in
scientific research.

* The establishment of the Multimedia Unir, a collaboration berween the

Exhibitions and Education Divisions.

* The continuation of a major study program on the effect of land

clearance on bird populations in the NSW wheatbelr,

ard. The award recognises the
Museum'’s scrong record for employing Aboriginal pe
across the organisation.

* The 1997 NSW Aboriginal Employment Aw

ople in a variety of positions

\
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! ! I < The A i ivrer for Ethmic Affairs
The Hon Bob Carr MP. Prenier, Minister for the Ares and Minisrer [0 Ethii /]

It has been a stimulating year for the Australian Museum with the launch of rwo important permanent

exhibitions and the announcement of many exciting scientific developments.

It was pleasing to see that the major new exhibition, Indigenous Australians: Australia’s First Peoples,

generated, and continues to generate, considerable media interest and public discussion.

At this time of reconciliation, a thoughtful focus on the cultural and social hiscory of Indigenous

Australians provides valuable insighes tor us all.

Exciting research work continued the Museum'’s grab at the headlines. Museum scientists made world
news with research on Aboriginal rock engravings at Jinmium, in the Norchern Territory, which sparked
new theories on the early occupation of Australia. The Rainbow Serpent was revealed as part of the

world's oldest continuous religious belief system through a scudy of Arnhem Land rock paintings.

So it is no surprise that the Museum is acknowledged world-wide for the rigorousness of ics
research and the calibre of its collections - the Museum's achievements have resulted in an

extraordinary quality of experience for the community.

As Minister for the Ares, | applaud the Museum’s special outreach programs which do so much

to involve the wider community in the Museum's life.

The community access space, Viewpornts, presented a lively lineup of exhibitions thar demonstrated

the Museum’s belief in equity, invelvement and ownership.

Many groups were represented during the year. Two that particularly showed us the power of culrural,
social and spiritual cradicions were Images of Wisdom: Through Auwstralian Palestinian  Eyes, and
Awakenings: Australia Pactfic Spivits. Both chese imaginative exhibitions focused on the need for different
groups within our greater community to continue to pursue the emotional and spiritual experience of

renewing and strengehening contace with past traditions.

Hundreds of thousands of people attended Museum-on-the-Road travelling exhibirtions in regional NSW and

tens of thousands of students used the Museum-in-a-Box program.
Such commirtted participation is a tremendous gain for Auscralia’s oldest and largest museum of narural history.

I congratulate the Australian Museum, its management and staff, and the Auscralian Museum Trust for their

dedicated, scimulating efforts to bring the Museum’s voice to the fore in the continuing discourse on the

future of our narural environment and culrural heritage.

8
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Mealcolm Long, President

In a very active year the Museum has built on the strategic objectives endorsed by the Trust during the
QY4 ._C ‘[ 2 . lectives 1¢ 3 i
1994-95 period. Central to those objectives is the role of the Museum as a contributor to public

understanding, discourse and debate on our narural environment and cultural heritage.

The Trust was proud to see the installation of Indigenous Australians: Australia’s Fivst Peoples - a
major permanent exhibition which has generated considerable media incerest and public
discussion. Sex, It's Only Natural was a lively and concroversial temporary exhibition which ran

from December to May attraceing over 82,000 visitors and much media attencion. The year
also saw the unique Albert Chapman Mineral Collection housed in a superb new exhibition

space. It 15 a showcase for some of the world’s best mineral examples.

The Museum’s reputation for original scientific research was reaffirmed during the year
in many disciplines. The People and Place Research Centre was particularly
newsworthy when the work of Richard Fullagar and Paul Tacon on Aboriginal rock
engravings at Jinmium was revealed in the national and international media. The
Trust was also delighted when the Museum’s Principal Research Scientist in
mammalogy, Tim Flannery, was appointed Visiting Professor in Australian Studies

ar Harvard University.

Success in all the Museum’s public programs, science and education activities
depends on the skill, energy and commirmenc of its staff under che guidance of
the Museum's Director, Des Griffin. The Trust extends its appreciation to Dr

Griffin and his team for their efforts during the year.

The Trust's goal is to ensure that the Museum’s resources are managed so they
can best serve its mission. In thar regard, the innovative conservation
agreement with Australian Energy Solutions, a subsidiary of Energy Australia
was 4 welcome iniciative. The Trust also strongly supports plans to redevelop

parts of the Museum precince to maximise the efficient use of the site while

retaining its heritage componcents.

Nicola Ward concluded her term during the year. The Trust 1s very grateful for her

- - 7T c b i 4 y; - < g :
very active involvement on the Trust. Peter O'Connell and Kathleen Bowmer stood

down from the Trust as a result of increased commitments. Their contributions are

appreciated. The Truse welcomed John Whitehouse and Deera Colvin.
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During the year, the Trust conducted a number of workshops with The Auscralian
Museum Society which has heightened even further our common purpose in
supporting the Museum’s work. I pay tribute to Beth Stokes who completed her

term as TAMS President at the end of the year. I am sure her successor, Wilson

p r e s i
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da Silva, will continue to foster TAMS fine traditions.

The many volunteers who assist the Museum acrivicies on a daily basis must

also be recognised. The Truse greatly appreciates cheir tireless effores,

The Museum’s sponsors are also important. A number of companies were
welcomed as new sponsors during the year. Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology
joined IBM Australia, Hewlerr Packard, Oprus, Vodafone, Akubra, Rio
Tinto and the Australia Council for Culture and the Humanities as valued
partners. The Lizard Island Reef Research Foundarion continues to

contribure magnificencly,

The support of the Government of NSW continues to provide a solid
foundation for the Museum's activities. The Trust is very appreciative of the
strong interest in the Museum raken by the Premier and Minister for the
Arts, Bob Carr, and his Minister Assisting, the Minister for Corrective and
Emergency Services, Bob Debus. The support of the Secretary of che

Ministry for the Arcs, Evan Williams, is also acknowledged.

The commitment to the Museum of all its friends is

a satisfying indication
th

ac the values the inscicution was established to reflect and encourage are

shared by very many people in our community.

p a0
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Des Griffie AM Directo

There is lots more talk abour service, customer service and value for money. And about quality. The
question is, whar is quality and what is it that museums contribute? As tunding tightens, museums,
like other attractions, will begin to charge admission, as the Australian Museum did in February 1992
They will be forced to improve the qualicy of cheir service to visitors and other customers. So it is said.
And their success will be judged on their atcendances - as if they never concerned themselves with visitors
before. Certainly museums will focus more on public programs. But a museum's audience is more than its
visitors. And irs produce, if one wanes to use that word which, like customers, has taken on the aura of a

derry, 1s more chan just its programs.

The ourcome of a museum, a science centre or any worthwhile educational activity, should be, I suggest,
the ‘excited mind’. The confusion about the nature of learning and observations of people visiting theme
parks and enterrainment venues have led many to the view that what museums should provide is
enterrainment or ‘inforainment’. If people are able to control their own learning agenda through making
their own connections to meet their own goals they profess to be involved in enjoyable learning
experiences. People form concepts about their surroundings in their carliest weeks: children excitedly
discover their world. Bur later, narrow views abour educarion as serving future {‘I‘!‘ll_‘"u}'ll'll‘t\l racher than
fucure life and a lack of appreciation of the many incelligences of people - kinaesthetic, musical,
interpersonal and so on - gradually disengages many people from the excitement of learning. The word

‘learning’ comes to have even more negative connotarions than ‘education’.

For a museum to produce ‘the excited mind’ is to seek to deliver new ourcomes for new people. Gary
Hamel and C.K. Prahalad, in their outstanding book, Competing for the Future, write, “In business, as in
art, what distinguishes leaders from laggards, and greatness from mediocrity, is the ability ro uniquely
imagine what could be”. This approach will drive the Museum's strategic planning to 2000, It will require
a clear understanding of trends in the museum industry and a willingness to learn from our own past and
from others. It will involve more widespread participation of Museum people and che resule will be a
different kind of plan. Implementing the new goals will require attention to cohesion, to sharing visions

and to working effectively together. These are features of organisations which have been successful over the

ip i I arful e ; ; attention by everyone
long term. Leadership is not imposing process on fearful employees bur encouraging attention by y

to shared core values and secking audacious goals, taking people to places they never thoughe they could go.

The effectiveness of our planning was recognised during the year by the exciting decision of the State
el arn &5 i i QO7/9% - f P r
Government to provide substantial support over the next several years - $5.4 million in 1997/98 - tor major

programs including semi-permanent and cravelling exhibitions, for developments in information technology,

research in biodiversity and improvements in the documentation of our collections, and for improvements

: o0 = i
In infrascrucrure inc ]l]:llTl_].: scientibic equipment and air-conditioning
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In seeking ro lead the way, the Museum refocussed 1rs important scholarly activities last

¢ into centres of specialisation dealing with evolutionary biology, biodiversity and
yed 5 'ce S s :

conservation research, people and the history of their secclement, and geodiversity. The

cencral themes of these cencres is concern for our natural environment and culrural heritage,
a concern for the future based on understanding the past. The centres are linked strongly
with other programs, especially public programs such as exhibitions. Achievemenes in
research such as the discoveries by anthropologists Richard Fullagar and Paul Tacon and
collaborators at Jinmium in northern Auscralia of evidence chac human settlement in Auscralia
might date back at least 100,000 years and artistic expression 60,000 years gained enormous
media attention this year. So did Tim Flannery's views on the past and furure of Auscralia. Other
scientists continued to seek new ways to understand the evolutionary paths which led to che huge

diversity of insects, crustaceans, spiders and their relatives past and present.

And collabaration of Biodiversity and Conservation Research scientists, particularly Gerry Cassis,
and head of Anthropology Jim Specht, with The Narural History Museum (London) led ro an
important exhibition, Kaleidoscope of Life which was proudly supported by Rio Tinto and che
British Council as part of the newIMAGES program celebrating 50 years of the Council's

encouragement of co-operation between Australia and the United Kingdom

Undoubredly the most important exhibition opened this vyear was Indicenons Awstralians:
Australia’s First Peoples. Developed by a project team led by Tim Sullivan, and celebrated by Linda
Burney of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and other prominent Indigenous citizens and
by Premier and Minister for the Arts, Bob Carr, the exhibition focuses on themes central to
Aboriginal and Torres Scrait Islander belief and existence. The exhibition is the largest in
Australia dealing with this subject: it comes at a time more important than ever for Auscralia

when the rights of Indigenous peoples as elaborated by the High Court judgements on Mabo and

Wik are being questioned, even undermined.

With other Museum staff I acrended the historic Australian Reconciliation Convention in
Melbourne in May. With nearly 2000 other Australians, Indigenous and non-indigenous, we

committed ourselves to: “walk together on this land.. to reconciliation and building berrer

relationships so that we can constitute a united Auscralia, respecting the land, valuing che

Aboriginal and Torres Seraic Islander heritage and providing justice and equity for all”.

Research on visitors by Evaluation Co-ordinator Lynda Kelly over the last three years has helped

us to becter understand the match between what visitors say they want from exhibitions and how

they actually behave in exhibicions. Together with other education research it will make for

better programs. What we have to do is take our visitors and other people to places they never

thought they could go.

As alwa : rust, especially ; -
ys Lthank che Trust, especially President Malcolm Long, for support during the year. |

welcome ; ot £ I § : .
ome our new Assistant Director Catherine Major, and rhank colleagues and all chose seaff

who have achieved such success during the year.
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During the year, the Australian Museum Trust and the Minist ry for the Arts agreed to a restructuring of the Museum

sentor management following the findings of a 1996 review of the Museum by the NSW Premier’s Department.

As a result, the position of Deputy Director was renamed Associate Director to reflecr the position’s broader
responsibilities in formulating and achieving, in conjunction with the Director. strategic direcrions and broad
policy issues. As well, the position assumed responsibility for achieving the integration of scientific programs
with public programs and marketing acrivities while continuing to manage che funcrional areas of scientific

research, collecrion management, materials conservacion and information science and technology.

During the year. the office developed a strategic plan for the Museum's major program of biodiversity
and conservation research and education. The plan complies with the aims of che Srate Biodiversity
Strategy and focuses on links with community groups such as the Community Biodiversity Network
and the Threatened Species Network; public education programs, including the Museum’s
forchcoming biodiversity exhibition; best pracrices for biodiversity surveys; research on threatened
and endangered species concentrating on invertebrate animals; and quality assessment and

enhancement of Museum darabases.

Central to the scrategy was the need for increased influence by the Museum in meeting conservation
needs. This 1s being achieved through the production of products and services which will give

improved information on biodiversity conservation to government, induscry and the public.

Included in the strategy are three biodiversity research programs designed ro directly apply

exrensive taxonomic and environmentzl expertise wichin the organisation.

The Associate Director’s Office again co-ordinated the nationwide Eureka Prizes, which acknowledge
and reward ourstanding achievements in key areas of Australian scientific and environmental research,

promotion of science and science communication.

With the addition of the inaugural Eureka Prize for Critical Thinking, a rotal of six prizes worth
$50,000 were awarded. Sponsors in 1996 were the Australian Skeprics (Eureka Prize for Critical
Thinking): the Department of the Environment, Sport and Territories (Peter Hunr Eureka Prize for
Environmental Journalism); the ABC (Eureka Prize for the Promotion of Science); New Scientist and Reed
Books (Eureka Science Book Prize); POL Publications (Eurcka Prize for Environmental Research); the
ustry): Anseer Australia and The Observatory Hotel, Sydney. The

Australian Museum (Eureka Prize for Ind

prizes were presented at an award ceremony at the Museum on 14 November, hosted by Andrew Denton.

POAG B
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The Australinn Museum’s repuracion for excellence in scientific research and collection

!

management, and its commitment to introducing that knowledge and expercise into public

programs, commercial venrures and science policy 1s internationally recognised.

The Museum's science divisions continue to explore the culcural diversity, biodiversity and

geodiversity of the Australian region through research.

The division of ANTHROPOLOGY concentrates on the material culture, ethnography and
prehistory of the indigenous peoples of Australia, the Pacific Islands, and island South-east
Asia. Indigenous people whose cultural heritages are represented in the collections are widely
consulted and actively encouraged to participate in the management, exhibition and research
activities of the division. For example, the Aboriginal Heritage Unit within the division has an
extensive outreach program which provides advice, services, loans and training to Aboriginal

communities and cultural cencres throughour NSW.

Members of che division have been involved in many exciting research projects, such as archaeological
research into the prehiscory of the Aboriginal inhabitants of Porc Jackson, an important new archacological
study at Jinmium in the Northern Territory, a study of rock paintings depicting Rainbow Serpents of western

Arnhem Land, and cthe history of land and plant use in West New Britain, Papua New Guinea.

Continuing work on the Pore Jackson project included analysis of materials from excavated sites, analysis of
stone artefacts from Balmoral Beach and the comparative analysis of marerial from middens in the estuarine
areas and those found nearer the harbour mouth. Samples raken from a Middle Harbour shell midden - this

project was carried out with students from Pymble Ladies College - showed cthat there had been a change over
time in the abundance of certain shellfish.

In Seprt O« . P oer - o .
prember 1996, resules of archaeological research at Jinmium, in the Norchern Territory, suggested it

might be ¢l ng el et : : . ; :
g e the oldest Aboriginal site in Australia and contain some of the region’s oldest rock engravings.
The findings g p g . ) ; .
gs gained national and internacional attention and it was an opportune time for the formal

launch of the PEOPLE AND PLACE : . ; s .
; AND PLACE RESEARCH CENTRE. Cross checking of the data is continuing.

In Ocrober 1996, r¢ s of avst 2 ‘e -
996, resules of a study of rock paintings of the Rainbow Serpent showed that key
features of Rai / . : . -
f Rainbow Serpent oral history are up to 6,000 years old, making it part of the world's
oldest continuous religious belief system

Further work o o
. undertaken through the People and Place Research Centre is exploring new ways

of studying the his S .
ying the history of land and plant use in West Britian, Papua New Guined. High

Bl g )
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rainfall and acidic soils create huge problems for the archaeological study of agricultural

history in the tropics because these destructive environments destroy most organic material.

To help find answers to these important archaeological questions, members of the people
and plants research group have been developing new techniques for the identification of
plants using microscopic starch grains. The team leads the world in the identificacion of

starch found on ancient rools and in soils from archaeological sites.

The Research Centre is also involved in a study using luminescence and other dating
merhods to get absoluce ages for sedimentary deposits at selected sites that were the habirac
of Australia’s giant marsupials (megafauna). Most gianc marsupials died sometime in the
late Quaternary but the lack of accurate dating ar archaeological sites has thwarted any
definite link being made between the arrival of people and the extinction of giant
marsupials. This study will allow che timing of human colonisation and extinction of the
giant marsupials to be compared. The site at Cuddie Springs, near Brewarrina, which is being

studied in conjuncrion with the University of Sydney, will play a major role in rhis scudy.

The ethnographic collection, which is the responsibility of the division, consists of abour 40,000
objects from Aboriginal Australia, 60,000 from the Pacific region, and 10,000 from other areas,
predominantly South-east Asia but also the broader Asian region, Africa and America. The

Australian archaeological collections contain one million objects, mostly from NSW.

Members of the collections management team provided access to the collections to both
Indigenous Australians, regional indigenous people, and non-indigenous people. The number of
Indigenous people from Australia and our neighbouring regions, who visited the Museum to see
and renew their acquaintance wich their herirage items in our collections, increased enormously.
They came from places far afield, including Bathurst and Brewarrina, Mappoon, Maitland and

Moree, and Wallaga Lake, Wellingron and Wreck Bay.

During the year, the division organised the repacriation of a variety of culcural objects o the
Larakia people 1n Darwin and the National Museum of Vanuaru. An illegally exported stone

carving from the Angkor War remple complex was returned to the Royal Embassy of Cambodia.

The division of EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES has direcred its research to areas of special

community concern, especially in ecology, and fundamental questions, especially in earth sciences.

Earth Science is comprised of two sections, Mineralogy and Petrology, and Palacontology. In
the former, research has focused on ‘hot spot’ volcanic rocks and related earthquake activity
in eastern Australia and associated minerals and gemstones. Palacontology research focused

on the evolution of Early Palacozoic archropods, and Early Palacozoic vertebrates.

Environmental Science, made up of Marine Ecology and Terrestrial Ecology, has
continued its mission to enhance environmenrtal management and awareness through

ecological research advice and committees. Major projects include the study of how

vegetation fragments and corridors affece biodiversity, the biology and management of
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the endangered Green and Golden Bell Frog, and che biology and ecology of small

crustaceans of sandy beaches.

Research in the Mineral section concentrated on fundamental geological questions wich
several projects supported by the GEODIVERSITY RESEARCH CENTRE - the Australian/Asian gem
project; the Sydney Aboriginal Midden Pumice Project, and the Laser Raman Zeolite

Project.

Research resulrs from the comparative study of East Australian and South-east Asian ruby-
sapphire gem suites challenged some recently published models for voleanic sapphire origin
and revealed remarkable similarities in ruby-sapphire suites from Barringron, Auscralia and
West Pailin, Cambodia.

A petrological study of dated pumice layers in the archaeological excavation in the Balmoral
Beach Aboriginal midden project, showed that the main pumice layer is 3,000 vears old

and very unusual in nature, being typical of the Tongan Islands 4,000 km away.

Two further projects in progress include the East Auscralian Volcanism Project and the
Cretaceous-Terciary Boundary Project. Two significant studies were completed on the Lace
Cretaceous Rockhampron province (which proposed a hot spot plume origin for cthis
volcanism) and rhe late Cainozoic North Queensland province (which proposed a new
plume surge model for these young voleanic fields). The Cretaceous-Tertiary Boundary
Project reviews the role of meteorite impaces, volcanism and extincrion paccerns in the
vast and controversial literacure, with special consideration of Auscralia’s global

situation at the rime.

In the Palaeontology section, anatomical evidence for the inter-relationships of major
groups within the Archropoda (jointed-legged animals) will be combined wicth DNA
sequence data generated by the Evoluctionary Biology Unic. To dare, more than 180
features have been surveyed for the living archropeds. Work continued on well -preserved
Cambrian arthropods from the Chengjiang fauna of China and early terrestrial arcthropods
from NSW. Devonian fish from Canowindra were investigated and descriptions of two

new lobe-finned fish were completed and accepred for publication.

Important research projects have been undertaken by the Marine Ecology section to find
answers to various environmental issues of community concern: a study of the biology
and ecology of two beach amphipod species seeks to provide methods of assessing the
ecological health of semi-exposed sandy beaches, areas which are of great value and chat
are vulnerable to human impact, and collaborative, experimencal field research, now
almost complete, in Botany Bay with the Environment Protection Auchority aims to

clarify the effects of contaminated sediments on benthic fauna,

7
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The Terrescrial Ecology section continued a major program of study on the effect of land
clearance on bird populations in the wheatbelt of NSW. Another aspect of the project seeks

to find survival rates of birds in large and small nacive vegetation remnants. To do this, over

(17
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The Terrestrial Ecology section continued a major

program of study on the effect of land clearance

bivd populations in the wheatrbelt of NSW
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200 Red-capped Robins were banded and survivorship measured every six months.
School students in central western NSW helped monitor the fate of arcificial nests placed
in remnant woodland - a very high predation rate was observed and the resules were uscful

from both a sciencific and educational perspective.

The main focus of work in the past year on the endangered Green and Golden Bell Frog was
on patterns of habicat used by the frogs in Victoria and New Zealand compared with rhose
found ecarlier in NSW. A relarively long-term study on succession among frog species and
laboratory experiments on the nature and extent of predation on the frogs' eggs and tadpoles

by the introduced Plague Minnow were completed.

Work continued on an investigation of the value of wildlife corridors for invertebrates. The
project is supported by the CENTRE FOR BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION RESEARCH. Analysis of
dara should determine whether the habitar provided by narrow strips of vegeration supports

a lesser variety of animals than large areas of habitar.

The aim of the division of VERTEBRATE Z0OOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC SCIENCES is to conduct
research and provide information on the systematics, ccology and behaviour of Auscralian
vertebrates (fishes, amphibians, repriles, birds and mammals) and cheir relatives from
other areas. The division is comprised of four sections - Herperology, Ichthyology,

Mammalogy and Ornithology. The division also maintains the vertebrate collections.

The Evolutionary Biology Unit conducrts research and provides services ro all the other
scientific divisions in the Museum. The major emphasis of current research in rhe
biochemiscry laboratory is phylogenic investigations using DNA sequencing.

Important projects on marsupials and snails were complered during the year.

Increasingly, microsatellite DNA variation will be used in the study of molecular
ecology. This technique has been established in the biochemiscry laboratory in a scudy
of the effects of vegeration corridors on the genetic diversity of invertebrates in

fragmented landscapes.

Research in the Herperology section focused on developmental abnormalities in
frogs, descriptions of a new species of skink lizards, and relationships among skinks.
Major field surveys in New Caledonia continued assessing areas of conservation
significance for the island’s flora and fauna. More than 2,200 specimens were added

to the section’s collecrion of repriles and amphibians.

The Ichthyology, or fish, section continued its rescarch on deep-sea whalefish
biodiversity and systematics, and fish biodiversity in Australia, the wesrern central
Pacific and South China Sea, More than 64,300 specimens were newly registered - a
large proportion of these fishes were larval specimens which were added to the collection
using funding granted by the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation. The aim
of the now completed project was to incorporate collections of larval fishes originally

obtained for ecological and fisheries purposes into Museum collections for furure study.
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More than 700 new specimens were added to the Mammalogy section s collecrion,

bringing the total aumber to 37.000 specimens. Significant acquisitions 1ncluded a

skull of Arnoux’s beaked whale (Berardin
Australia-wide; and a specimen of Pseudomys from western

arnouxiy, the first specimen of this species

from NSW and the fourth
NSW which may prove to be a new species allied o the
A specimen of the rare Mahogany Glider (Petaurus gracilis) was

New Holland Mouse (Pseudomys

novachollandiae).

discovered in the collection!

Research during the year included the description of a new placental mammal from Cretaceous

sediments in Victoria, analysis of fossil wallaby material from Gebe Island, Indonesia, and

examination of specimens of New Guinea echidnas held in overseas institutions.

The Ornithology section’s collections increased with acquisitions of bird skins and eggs
from the Laurie Courtney-Haines estate and skeletons from the Burke Museum, University
of Washington. More Australian skeletons were received from the Australian National

Wildlife Collection, CSIRO, Canberra.

During the year, the secrion conducted fieldwork at Singleton Milirary Base as part of an
environmental audic of the area and investigations began into means of controlling Indian
Mynas in urban areas. A field trip was undertaken to investigate reports of Night Parrors along

the Canning Stock Route - while no parrots were found, the site looked promising and could

provide clues ro the annual movements of chis species.

During the year the Evolutionary Biology Unit received a large grant from che Australian
Research Council, the only one given to a non-university insticution. Funding was obrained trom
the policy enhancement program for a new scanning electron microscope tor projects on the use

of genetic criteria for reserve selection and the effects of habitar fragmentation.

The microscopy laboratory worked on a major project for the upcoming Spiders! exhibition 1n
which a film sequence was created of a spider rotating in space. The sequence is an animarion of
over 1,000 still images, each of which is a stereo view made from two micrographs from the
scanning electron microscope. The making of the film sequence was an enormous undertaking
since each micrograph takes a minuce to caprure. Not surprisingly, the project, which has not

been actempted before, has aroused the interese of film makers and the English manufacturer of

the scanning electron microscope.

The division of INVERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY aims to increase knowledge and promote the
importance of invertebrate biodiversity through taxonomic and environmental research,
collection management and public programs. Division scaff have initiated and participated

in major collaborative research projects through the Centre for Biodiversity and
Conservation Research and the Centre for Evolutionary Research.

Several significant research and fieldwork programs were completed. They included the

distribution and diversity of abyssal crustaceans and polychaete worms: :;cw freshwater

mollusc and isopod faunas from norch-western Ausrralia; a survey of che fauna of
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seamounts south of Tasmania; reviews of Auscralian soil mites; a review of Papua New
Guinea hawk moths; the biogeography of Pacific island flies; and che comparative
morphology of hinge flies and related families which resulted in clarification of

relationships between these flies and descriptions of a new family.

Conservation oriented programs for databasing NSW escuarine molluscs and Greater Sydney
area terreserial molluses are in progress, funded by che Department of Land and Water
Conservation and NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. Several projects to produce CD-
ROM interactive keys are well advanced. They include keys to the freshwater and estuarine
molluscs of NSW, che polychaetes of south-east Australia, and the genera of Auscralian soil
mites and amphipod families of the world. An Australian Museum InfoDisc on cicadas has been

added to this popular range of nacural history publicacions.

In the Arachnology/Entomology section, many research projects dealing with insect and
arachnid diversity and phylogeny continued or were launched during the year, These projects
included studies of long-legged flies and dance flies; insects associated with tree crunks in
Australian tuL‘;llyp[ forests: che S}-’srema[ics Ul'!-‘.lipiid and desid spi(it-rs and rhe .';}-'rl-n'mri(";
and biology of hawk moths. Work on the systematics of Australian cicadas continued - this
work has led to a co-operative project wich the University of Wellingron, New Zealand,

on the origins of New Zealand cicadas.

Other projects include the completion of a study of two genera of signal flies which
inhabit Auscralian sandy coastlines and adjacent habirars; a catalogue of more than 700
known species of insects from Norfolk Island; a revisionary study of dragonflies; and
the mapping of exotic weed invasion into NSW coastal rainforeses which is important

for the conservation management of invertebrate communities.

Field work carried our in northern Australia during the year by the Malacology
section resulted in new discoveries in the freshwater snail families of Viviparidae and
Bicthyniidae. Research on the evolution and relationships of gastropods such as snails,
limpets and slugs has been largely completed and the molecular component is now

being written up.

Work continued on the preparation of a special paper on the Opisthobranch molluscs
of New Caledonia, funded partly by the French research agency ORSTOM and che
Natural History Museum, Paris. And a new study was begun of che feeding biology
of pulmonate limpets of Sydney’s rocky shores. Little is known about the basic
biology of these common snails which play an important part in the ecosystems of

threatened inter-tidal rock platforms.
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Amalgamation of the Marine Invertebrate databases is near completion. The single
data base system will greatly improve the efficiency of input and recrieval of chese
data sets. Databasing of the malacological collection has continued, with almost
50.000 records now entered. Within the Entomology Section curation of New
Caledonian insects. Australian Geotrupine and Aphodine beetles, signal flies
(Platystomatidae) and dance tlies (subfam. Empidinae) have been completed roralling

over 25.000 specimens.

The Federal Airports Corporation project monitoring dredged sites in Botany Bay and
the final draft report have been completed. The data show definite trends of recovery of
the sea floor animals in Botany Bay, although compared ro the reference sites in Pittwater
and Port Hacking, the dredged sites are poor in crustaceans, with che fauna being

dominated by worms and molluscs.

Many significant research projects in Marine Invertebrates continued during the year.
Among them was a molecular study of various groups of polychaetes or common bristle
worms, which will help scientific understanding of the group and how it relates to other

marine groups; an analysis, in collaboration with the Marine Station D'Endoume in Marseille,

of bioerosion studies of both highly degraded and pristine sites in French Polynesia; che
documentation of 90 species of ostracod crustaceans (or seed shrimps) discovered in the
Scavengers of Eastern Australian Seas project - they are an important part of the sea’s scavenging
fauna and a major pest of commercial crap fisheries; the development of a DELTA raxonomic
database to be used for writing descriptions of existing and new Phreatoicidea (ancient, small
freshwater crustaceans commonly known as friartucks). The section also participated in an

international workshop examining species diversity in the deep sea,

The CENTRE FOR EVOLUTIONARY RESEARCH consolidated its announced areas of research during the
year - phylogenetic studies (the history of life in time and space); speciation mechanisms and
patterns (how life diversifies); and the assessment, development and improvement of tools used
in phylogenetic studies. Research scudies specifically undertaken through the Centre include the
phylogenetic history of arthropeda, or joinc-footed animals such as insects, centipedes, crustaceans
and spiders; che evolutionary relationships of the marine worms; the evolution and relationships

of gastropods such as snails, limpets and slugs; and speciation in freshwacer snails.

The key responsibilities of the division of MATERIALS CONSERVATION AND PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES
is to preserve the Museum's collections and thus improve their accessibility to rhe
community, and to provide photographic services for che scientific, promotional and public

program needs of che Museum.

In fulfilling ics responsibilities, the Macerials Conservation section is guided by ethical
considerations and respect for peoples’ cultural property. It works with other museums,
cultural groups and the public on the care of culcural heritage.
A major problem for museums is rhe high cost of creating appropriate environments

for the long term storage of collections of organic materials. The Macterials

PAG I:'@.' 1

wenityrwao



Conservation section embarked on an important research program during the year to
develop appropriate environments using passive techniques which will benefir the whole

museum induscry.

In rhe meantime, the section developed a new mechod for the safe, long rerm storage of a

collection of iron pyrites. The new low oxygen storage environment, combined with low

relative humidity, will prevent their rapid deterioration.

The secrion also started to put together a new flat storage system for the Museum's collection
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of over 500 Aboriginal bark paintings. The system will greatly improve access while protecring

the fragile paintings.

An important assessment of the conservation needs for the preservation of che palaconrology

collections was completed. A strategy to satisfy some of the identified needs was begun.

During the last year, a ream of conservators concentrated on the trearment of over 600
objects from the anthropology collections to be installed in the Indigenous Australians:
Australia’s First Pesples exhibition. The objects ranged in size and complexity from a three-

merre Pukamani pole ro fine shell necklaces.

The Conservation Aboriginal Outreach program continued in collaboration wich the
Aboriginal Heritage Unict. The program arranged the long-term loan of objeces from che
Museum’s collections to various organisations in Dubbo. Eden, Corindi Beach and

Tibooburra. The conservation team assisted with storage and exhibition advice.

The Photographic Services secrion complered more than 700 assignments, an
admirable effort considering that, for more than six months, one of che photographic

team was dedicated entirely to two major exhibirions.

There was increased demand for photographs for use in multimedia and compurer
interacrives. The section started to produce projection lecrure shides directly from
computer. The use of digital technology in publishing, presentation and public

programs also increased.

The photographic collection continued to grow with the section’s commitment to
documenting and making accessible images of Museum science, events, public

programs and collections.,

The division of INFORMATION SCIENCE was created in 1989, It unites the separace
information providers, managers and systems such as search & discover, Archives and
Records, the Research Library, Information Technology including the Local Area
Nerwork, Interner access, the World Wide Web and database development. This
integrated approach ensures a shared focus and besc results in the provision and

management of, and access to, information.
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The principle objecrives of the division are to provide: the most effective and efficient
access to anformation to meer user needs; access to cthe collections, physically and
intellectually; and a continually developing information technology infrastructure that

supports the mission and objectives of the Museum.

I'he Australian Museum Archives hold Museum records which have long-term archival
value. The holdings date from 1836 and provide evidence of the history and development
of the Museum. New material from the Public Relations section and the Education,

Exhibitions and Anthropology divisions was transferred to the archives.

The Archives were used by over 130 rescarchers this year. Loans of archival material were made
to the Macleay Muscum, the National Portrait Gallery and the Queensland Museum for display
in exhibitions. Work on the Historic Bird Photograph Collection continued. The internegs
collection, part of the original National Photographic Index, was transferred ro the National

Library of Austrahia, where cold film storage will help in their long term preservacion.

A three-year strategic plan for Informacion Technology was developed with a view to
identifying the priorities, use and management of information rechnology by the Museum.
The Museum subsequently received advice of significant government funding for
1997/98, based on the program outlined in the Strategic Plan. This will enable us to
make significant advances in the areas of Network development and expansion,

multimedia, digitisation and biodiversity,

The Museum’s Local Area Nerwork extended to a range of new areas with 40 new nodes,
making a toral of 188 users. In addicion, a pilor Intraner system, wich key word search
facilities, was developed. The significant government funding for 1997/98 will allow
development in the following Nerwork areas: Intraner development, electronic document

management, remote access and extension of the Network to another 50 users.

In the Records Management program, major progress included the development of a
Museum-wide file citling classification thesanrus. This is a key first step in the records

management I mprovement program.

A major task was incorporating the records of the Assistanc Director Corporate Services
into the central records system. All inactive records were removed and the central files

system was expanded to include the subject areas covered by these records.

The Research Library is one of Auscralia’s finest and oldest nacural history libraries,
housing a significant rare book collection and a general collection of 35,000 monographs
and 10,000 serial cieles. Tes comprehensive and specialised collections cover the main
acrivities of the Museum.
It was a year of consolidation, with the review and overhaul of the Research Library's

technical operations and processes. Much work was carried our on the Museum database, an in-

house index of museological and other literature. Over 500 new monographs were acquired.
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= i The Research Library has kept pace with changing library and information
. cechnologies, It continued to use new information products, both on-line and CD-
3 ROM. A significant new purchase was Zoological Record on Compact Disc, a viral
| bibliographic reference tool. The World Wide Web continued ro develop as an
important vehicle for information access and delivery, with rraditional library on-line
B service providers and suppliers changing to WWW gateways as well as new and
expanded document delivery services.
=0
The conservation program for the Rare Books Collection continued with the assistance of
iy

the Materials Conservation division. A Rare Books Action Plan was developed which

details priorities and courses of action for the treatment and preservation of the collection.

search & discover, an information and resource centre established in 1994, is the central
location for the chousands of general scientific enquiries that come to the Museum from

the community by telephone, fucsimile, mail, e-mail, and in person.

During the past year, there was an increase in the number of people using search & discover.
The centre also recorded an increase in the number of post secondary students using its
resources for their research. Most of them were university students, students doing TAFE

courses, students from non-English speaking backgrounds and macture age scudents

undertaking bridging courses.

Six new compurters from Hewlete Packard were donated to search & discover and set up at four
new access points to the Internet. The compurers are now often in full use for the whole day,

with visitors using them for ¢-mail, browsing, research, fun and entercainment.

There was an increase in the number of home school groups using search & discover which is

ideally set up for independent and semi-independent study for small groups.

A full-time manager was appointed to develop and manage the Museum’s World Wide Web site. As
a first step, the website (www.austmus.gov.au) was overhauled - the direcrory structure was
rationalised and the nrmi coding standardised so that any changes in the future can be applied

globally to the entire site, or to separate directories. Currently the site receives 3000 ‘hics’ per
month.

THE LIZARD ISLAND RESEARCH STATION, established by the Museum in 1973, has an international
reputation as one of the world’s most important coral reef research stations. Its mission is to

increase understanding of the Great Barrier Reef by fostering high quality scientific
research.

The resules from many of the rescarch projects allow reef and fisheries managers to base
their decisions on sound scientific principles. Their decisions may have far-reaching
implications boch environmentally and commercially.

For exa : + past fi ¥ N - . . . :
mple, over the past five years, researchers from James Cook University in

Townsville have been studying the biology of coral trout. Coral trout are being studied

-
,12 \
PAGE < wenityint'x



because of cheir commercial value and importance to recreational fishers. This
pioneering research has shown that coral trout live up to 15 years and have relatively
limited migratory behaviour excepr during the spawning season when they can travel
many kilomerres to join large spawning groups. Fisheries managers now use this

information to establish appropriate regulations so thar coral trour are nor over exploited.

Many groups of marine animals produce chemicals that may be useful for pharmacological
purposes. During che last year, a major research project on the venom of cone shells ar Lizard
Island gor underway. The study has so far found thar cone shell toxins have potential for use in

pain management, epilepsy and scroke prevention.

The research station continued its support of promising young scientists through the Lizard
Island Docroral Fellowship scheme, Financial support for the annual Fellowship is provided by

the Lizard Island Reef Research Foundarion.

Two doctoral fellowships were awarded during the year. One study focuses on the unicellular
algae chat live with the body walls of the coral polyps of hard corals on the Grear Barrier
Reef. Discovering whether Grear Barrier Reef corals can host a diversity of symbiotic algae

contriburtes to conservation efforts to understand episodes of coral bleaching and deach, as
well as helping in such applied areas of coral reef science as reef restoration and coral
culture. The second study focuses on the population ecology of small reef fishes (coral
pobies) which have specialised habitat requirements - the availability of habitats could
help determine the distribution and abundance of chese species. This study has
important management implications as it will help derermine if populations of habirat

specialised fishes are controlled in different ways to other reef fishes.

During the past vear, the four major island-based research stations on the Grear Barrier
Reef formed a consorvium called the Coral Reef Research Insciture, The primary aim
of the consortium is to lobby Federal agencies for funding for infrastructure

development at the srations,

THE LIZARD ISLAND REEF RESEARCH FOUNDATION is an independent trust esrablished in
1978 for the purpose of raising funds for capital development at the Lizard Island
Research Station. This year, the Foundation contributed $135,000 which attracred
an additional $25,000 subsidy from the NSW Government through the Australian

Museum Trust. Since its inception, the Foundation has contributed more than $1.5
million.
The Foundation's main source of funds is its members, of whom there were 62 in

1996/97. Each member makes an annual, tax deducrible donation of at least §1.,000.

[n addition, Friends of the Lizard Island Reef Research Foundation donate smaller

amounts which also support capital developments.
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The goal of Public Programs and Marketing is to promote awareness and
understanding of the Australian Museum, to reaffirm and promote its

work, and to encourage people to take part in its activities.

The Museum divisions of Exhibitions, Education and Communicy
Relations work together to formulate the public programs, in

collaboration with all scientific divisions.

Public Programs and Marketing are vital elements in the successful promotion of

community awareness, understanding and appreciacion of the Australian Museum.

The exrisiTioNs division, the creartive centre of the public programs, is
responsible for interprerive design and development, documentation, production and
maintenance of the Museum’s exhibitions. It also sources and installs exhibitions on
loan from Australian and overseas museums and arranges rours of Australian Museum

produced exhibitions, at home and abroad.

The year was full of intense accivity and achievement, The completion of The Albert
Chapman Mineral Collection, next to the Planer of Minerals, provided a beautiful,
imporrant addition to the Museum’s presentation of minerals. After more than two
years planning, the lndigenous Australrans: Australia’s First Peoples exhibition was
opened by the Premier, Bob Carr, in April. Indigenons Awstralians is one of the

largest exhibitions staged by the Museum.

The Exhibitions division also worked on three successful exhibitions: Frogs: Sex, It's
Only Natural; and Gargantuwans From The Garden, which recurned for a five-
month season after completing a two-year tour of New Zealand. This is the first time

an Australian Museum exhibition has rtoured extensively abroad and plans are

underway rto take other exhibitions, such as  Sex. It's Only Natwral. which is

currently on a national tour, and Spiders! overseas. Pre-production included two

important forthcoming exhibitions, Spiders! and Australia’s Biodiversity.

Fhe kbucation division appeals to a wide range of audiences with its innovative

programs and services which are designed to respond to community needs, provide

opportunities for learning, and raise awareness of relevant issues.
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During the past year, the Education division was involved in the
development, implementation and evaluation of a range of
exhibitions. including Indigenons Australians: Aunstralia's
First Peoples: The Albert Chapman Mineral Collection; Sex,
It's Only Natural; Frogs: My Tiber; Gargantuans From The
Garden: Punkulture; and the development of the upcoming

Spiders! and Australia’s Biodiversity exhibitions.

There was a four per cent increase in the number of students
and rteachers who visited the Museum, with over 50,000
enjoying the exhibitions, and the educational macerials and

resources prepared by the Education Services section.

Educational materials were developed for Planet of Minerals; The
Albert Chapman Mineral Collection: Sex. It's Only Natural;

Indigenouns Australians and Gargantuans From the Garden.

Education Services was also responsible for the successful Natzonal
Earthworm Envirenmental Awards for Schools and the NSW
Aboriginal Studies HSC Art Display.

The Editing Unit worked on the development and produccion of text
and communication strategies for all che permanent and temporary
exhibitions and programs presented during the year. The unit is also

responsible for signage and orientation throughour the Museum.

The Evaluation and Visitor Research Unit carried out evaluations on
all exhibicions and other Museum projects and participated in

external marker research when commissioned.

In preparation for the Sprders! exhibition, the unic carried out a
large visitor survey to find out what the public would be interested
in seeing in such an exhibition. It also participated in a series of
external focus groups on both Spiders! and Gargantuans From The
Garden. The results from two visitor surveys and three focus groups
which the unic conducted on the planned Awstralia’s Biodiversity

exhibition are being used in the development of the exhibition.

The Multimedia Unit was set up in August 1996 as a joint
initiative of the Education and Exhibitions divisions to develop
and manage multimedia interactive displays for exhibitions.
Since rthen, the unit has produced material for The Albert

Chapman Mineral Collection: Sex, It's Only Natural and

Indigenons Auwstralians and scarted work on material for

Spiders! and Australia’s Biodiversity.
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Museum-on-the-Road (MOTR), managed by rthe Resource Services
section, continued to be an important resource for rural communiries
who saw MOTR Aboriginal Awstralia and Streer Science, and the
new Mare Than Dinosanrs. More than 655,000 people visited

MOTR travelling exhibitions.

More rhan 53,000 school students throughout the Stare used Museum-
in-a-Box, with over 720 schools having used the boxes. Museum-in-a-
Box programs continued to be restrucrured and updated, including
Weater; Frogs: Dinosaurs and Molluscs. The Aboriginal Studies Food
Technology box won joint firse prize in the Educational Kits cartegory in

the 1996 Muscums Australia Design Awards.

Holiday, theatre and community access programs, and special evenrs,
tours, demonstrations and workshops were successfully presented by
the Visitor Services section. The most significant change in Visitor
Services over the last year was the implementation of new staffing
arrangements to deliver new and improved interpretive programs. As
well, Aboriginal Interpretive Officers were appointed to work on the

new Indigenons Australians exhibition.

While the community access space Our Place closed in November to
make way for Indigenous Australians, a new space Viewpoints opened
in March to showcase the Museum's future Community Access
Programs. Successful Community Access programs included
Awakenings: Australia-Pacific Spirits; Face to Face: A boriginal
Teenagers; Inside Qut: Process, Progress, Change; Landicapes and

Lives and Images of Wisdom: Through Awstralian-Palestinian Eyes.

More than 41,000 people actended the Theatre Unit’s 11 productions
throughout the year, an increase of 18 per cent. Highlights included a
diverse and exciting series of Indigenous performances from March to
May, including the unit’s first schools-based show. Other productions
included Frograles: Valume of Angels; Professor Amass and His Big
Bag of Stuff: A Kid's Guide 1o 20th Century Hunting and
Gathering: Alive and Kicking; I Will Survive; Mudung! Alive!; If
Butterflies Made Honey; and Bug Crazy!.

The Education division managed a number of successful projects
throughout the year. Division head Carolyn MacLulich produced 12
books in a natural science series for very young readers with Ashton
Scholastics, the Editing Unit contributed to a project with the

Liverpool Regional Museum and both the Editing Unit and che
Multimedia Unit worked on a project with the Maitland Visitor

Centre, and the Theatre Unit directed an opera for Opera Hunrer,
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The communiTy RELATIONS division used a broad mix of media to
promote the Australian Museum’s work to as wide a range of public
interests as possible. The medium of the message ranged from
suburban and metropolitan prine media to radio and television to

outdoor advertising.

During the year, the Marketing and Public Relations section
successfully promoted more chan four major exhibitions,
including Frogs; The Albert Chapman Mineral Collection: Sex,
1t's Only Natural; and Indigenons Awstralians: Anstralia's
First Peoples. The results speak for themselves. More than
184,000 people visited Frogs, 40 per cent being family and school
groups. Over 82,000 people visited Sex, It's Only Natural after

extensive coverage in the media,

Many smaller exhibitions also received handsome media actention,
including My Tibet; the British Gas Wildlife Photographer of the Year,

Awakenings; Kaleidoscope of Life: Punkulture; and Gargantuans From The Garden.

Events such as the Museum's special school holiday programs Collect-A-
Mania and Fascinating Science, the Earthworm Awards, the Eureka Prizes
for Science and Open Day gained rhe Museum valuable editorial space in

newspapers and on radio and relevision,

The big media news that made headlines here and overseas was the

collaborative research of anthropologists Richard Fullagar and Paul Tacon
on ancient rock art at Jinmium, and the results of Paul Tacon’s study of
rock painting depicrions of Rainbow Serpents which showed that it is

part of the world’s oldest continuous religious belief system.

Marketing and Public Relations continued to provide editorial copy for,
and edit, Mwse, the bi-monthly magazine for The Australian Museum

Society, and manage produccion of the Australian Museum Annual Repors.

THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM SOCIETY (TAMS) continued its important role of
promoting and supporting the Museum’s activities through irs healchy

membership, and lecrures, tours and special events,

It was an eventful year with a developmental review carried out
following the Premier's Department 1996 review of the Museum, the
resignation of both the Executive Officer and the President and the
appointments of their replacements, and che finalisation of a major

sponsorship commitment.
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The TAMS Executive Officer, Carole Bibby, who left
to pursue studies in New York, was succeeded in
April 1997 by Sandra Harrison, who was previously
executive administrator at the Anglo-Auscralian
Observatory. Beth Stokes, president of TAMS until
April 1997, was succeeded by award-winning writer

Wilson da Silva.
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At the end of 1996, TAMS fulfilled its $300,000
commitment to the sponsorship of search & discover,
the final payment being reached through an
outsranding response from Society members to a

special appeal.

The TAMS acrivities program was strongly supporred by
members. Three highly successtul lecrures in the Science
Super Series featured evolutionary biologist Professor
Richard Dawkins, environmentalist Professor Norman
Myers, and theoretical physicist Sir Robert May. All the
Focus series promoted the Museum'’s currenc research and
exhibition programs. There were two field trips to the
Lizard Island Research Starion, and tours to the Anrtarcric
and Celebes, both arranged in conjuncrion wich the

Australian Narional Maritime Museum.

CONSUMER RESPONSE

We value comments on our performance. These enable us

to provide superior levels of service to our customers.

Comments may be written in our visitors’ book and are
replied to promptly when accompanied by a contacrt name

and address.

Although these comments were overwhelmingly positive,
during the reporting year some improvements were made
as a result of visitor response, including changes to the
lighting in che Albert Chapman Mineral Collection, and
improvements to the text panels and sound levels in

Indigenons Australians.

All other complaints from visitors are investigated
and a reply provided by mail, telephone or in person.
Dara on all visitor response is also used by the
Museum's Evaluation Co-ordinator ro include in the

evaluarion of our Public Programs.
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* The Australian Museum continues to successfully operate a number of commercial

enterprises which generate supplementary income for Museum activities and research,

The opening of two new exhibitions which also offer artractive function space helped
boost the popularity of MUSEUM AS A VENUE during the year. The resule is a 25 per

cent INCrease 1n revenue.

The Albert Chapman Mineral Collection gallery is sought after for cockrail receptions
and pre-dinner drinks, dinner being served in the Skeleton Gallery. The

Indigenons Anstralians exhibition offers a fascinating space for

small dinner events and cockrail receptions. The Theacrecre

remains a popular space for hire so, in order to maintain and

encourage more bookings, it will be completely refurbished in

the coming year.

Weddings continue to be the Museum as a Venue's main source
of business, with bookings spilling over from Saturday, to

Friday and Sunday.

Museum as a Venue was a founding member of Sydney's Unique Venues Association and now
holds the presidency. Museum as a Venue is also an active member of the Sydney Convention
and Visitors Bureau, the Meerings Industry Association of Australia, the Venue Managers

Association (Asia and Pacific) and the International Special Evenrs Sociery.

The popular Mustis stop aceraceed a lor of supporr during the year; for example,
tcrade in May increased by 43 per cent on a lower traffic flow, and went up by 58
per cent in June.

Interest in the Shop has escalated because of initiatives to make che space
lighter, brighter and more enricing. New stock contributed ro the increase in
turnover - an expanded range of books on Aboriginal culture resulred in sales
consistencly 400 per cent above che average recorded in the previous nine

months - and new highting created a more inviting ambience,

Imporrant modifications were made to the computer system to offer
customers the most efficient and expert special order system, The
intencion 1s that the Auscralian Museum Shop will become the most

authoritative in the science and natural history field,
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During the year, the Museum Shop also initiated an imporrant joint marketing
strategy with other museums around the country to effectively promote and marker

books and videos.

The Australian Museum has always sought to align itself with companies and
organisations that share its social and intellectual philosophy. As a result, the Museum’s

MARKET DEVELOPMENT AND SPONSORSHIP ACTIVITIES showecase some of the country’s

MOSt Preseigious companies.

Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology, a subsidiary of Sonic, was a major sponsor of Sex, It's Only
Natural. This was a rewarding, contemporary sponsorship arrangement in that it
combined elements of traditional co-promotion and marketing with significane recail and

product sampling, a public lecture program organised by The Australian Muscum

Society and an Open Day exhibition stand.

Rio Tinto offered sponsorship support for the British Council’s #newIMAGES
Kaleidoscope of Life, proudly supported by Rio Tinto exhibition, a joint project of the
Australian Museum and London's Nacural History Museum. Rio Tinro is
represented on the board of the Minerals Council of Australia which has
supported minerals exhibitions, such as The Albert Chapman Mineral Collection,

since 1995,

IBM Australia and Gateway 2000 supplied a variety of Museum programs with

computer hardware. IBM supported the Discovery Space; the National Earthworm

Awards; and Sex, It's Only Natural: and Gareway 2000 supplied the Indigenows Awstralians:
Australia’s First Peoples exhibition. For the last two vears, Hewlert Packard has supplied

computer technology to the Museum's information and technology centre, search & discover.

Oprus and Vodafone continued to expand their GSM mobile digiral service necwork chrough
their sites at the Australian Museum. The revenue generated from rhis new site-leasing

business will help suppore programs such as Museum-in-a-Box, Museum-on-the-Road and
the Theacre Unir.

The Museum received several important grants (cthe Auscralian Council for the Arts),
commissions (WorldxChange Telecommunications) and donations (Akubra) which gave

vital support to its public programs and scientific research.

The highly regarded natural history magazine, NATURE AUSTRALIA, continued its fine
tradition of educating, informing and entertaining its readers. The magazine provides
a valuable means by which scientists are able to present their research to a general
readership in an accessible and interesting form without compromising the scientific

§ ot L T x "~ - o - 4 - .
integrity of the research. Increasingly, Nature Australia is used by scientists to

communicate their ideas and discoveries ro the community

36)
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Nature Australia continued to hold its audience, with a subscription renewal rate
- Lo 2 . o o 3 1 N x
of over 80 per cent. New subscriptions also continued strongly throughour the
year, helped by engaging editorial features on subjects as diverse as why b
kangaroos hop, the value of bushland corridors as a conservation rool, and che
i ™
current status of the endangered dugong.
A4~
NATURE FOCUS, cthe Australian Museum's photograph library, had a successful
=

year, boosted by a new computer software program that gave the library greater

efficiency and competitive energy.

The library continued to artrace renowned photographers such as Ron and Valerie Taylor,

who have given Narure Focus exclusive Australian representation of cheir images.

The client base remained strong with regular clients Auscralia Post and
NSW Lotteries repeatedly sourcing images from the library. Nature
Focus images appeared on telephone cards, greeting cards, calendars,
NSW National Parks entry stickers, and in magazines and newspapers

such as Time, The Australian and The Sydney Marning Herald.

SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS continued to publish the important, and
soughe after, Records of the Australian Museunm and cheir Supplements,
which carry rhe official names and descriptions of newly discovered
animal species in the Australian region. These scientific publications,
together with Technical Reports of the Austvalian Museum, are also a forum for leading

research in anthropology, geology and palacontology.

The discovery of 63 new species and six new genera was formally published in the
Australian Museum's Records during the year. Two new species of fish, two new
genera and four new species of hermit crabs, three new genera and 32 new species
of mites, nine new species of NSW freshwarter crayfish, and one new genus and 16

new species of amphipod crustaceans were recorded.

An imporrant work on mineralogy and petrology of Tasmanian basalts,

descriptions of early Cambrian arcthropod fossils by Chinese, Australian and

Swedish scientists, and images of beautifully preserved fossil footprints and

fossilised tetrapod amphibians that roamed the Sydney region during the

Permian were all published during the year.

The Records of the Australian Museum, Supplements and Technical Reports were

circulated to 730 libraries in 89 countries around the world, either in

exchange with 640 libraries for other scientific publications or donated to 83

libraries in Asia, South-east Asia, South America, Africa and the Middle

als the Australian Museum receives in

2100,000.

East. The estimated value of the journ

exchange for its Records, Supplements and Reports s
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The CORPORATE SERVICES division provides many of the services supporcing the operating areas
of the Museum: Human Resources Services is responsible for sraff recruitmenc and
development; Property Services looks after the care of the buildings and plant; House
Services provides admissions services, security and cleaning; Financial Services provide
financial management and accounts services; and the Australian Museum Business Services 1s
a commercial enterprise which adds to the Museum's funds by providing important expert

knowledge to clients.

During the year, the Australian Museum was awarded the 1997 NSW Aboriginal Employment
Award in the State Government category. The award recognises the Museum’s strong record for
employing Aboriginal people in a variety of positions across the organisation. The Museum has also

established identified positions for Aboriginal people in areas concerning cultural heritage.

Enterprise bargaining has been a major focus for Human Resource Services, In December 1996,
agreement in principle was reached between the Public Service Association and the Museum ro finalise
an enterprise agreement to cover all scaff ar the Museum. This agreement provides an eight-scale

skills based classification seructure that covers all staff ac the Museum,

Another major achievement for the Museum was the implementation of an energy
conservarion agreement with Australian Energy Solurions, a subsidiary of Energy
Australia. Under this agreement, which is one of the first of its kind in Auscralia,
an agreed level of kilowatt-hour savings is guaranteed by AES over a seven-year period.
These savings represent a reduction of 25.5 per cent in energy use. This is largely achieved

by becter designed lighting and compurter controlled air-conditioning.

With funds of $300,000 provided by Treasury, the Museum commissioned a Development
Application for an extension to the Museum’s public and non-public areas. In the 1860s, the colonial
architect James Barner completed preliminary designs for the Museum which provided public access

from William Street. These designs have been used by Peddle Thorp and Walker as a basis to develop
the new design for the Museum.

The Museum, while at che forefront of developing exciting new exhibitions for the public’s
enjoyment, 1s aware of, and concerned about, the heritage precincet in which it is located and is
keen to make sure that proposed designs reflect those parameters, With these concerns in
mind, office and laboratory accommodation will be updated to overcome the current

inadequate conditions experienced by some staff,

38)
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Q The Museum also successfully lobbied the Sydney City Council for
=~ significant alcerations to the proposed plans for neighbouring Cook and
Qﬂ Phillip Parks. The accepred alterations mean that the building of the
Aqua Leisure Centre will not have a detrimental effect on the ambience
< -y of the Museum.
An exciting new concept to create and manage a culrural exhibition
focusing on the indigenous peoples of Australia and neighbouring regions
in the newly refurbished Customs House at Circular Quay was proposed by

the Museum. The exhibition would be a showcase for the indigenous artworks
held by the Museum. It hopes to present the exhibition as a joint venture with
Balarinji Australia, the internationally acclaimed design studio which promotes

and develops indigenous design through a range of media and forms.

During the year. a review of financial management reporting and cash management

practices was commissioned. The Museum was concerned that ics operations are of

the highest standard and rhat the information provided to the Trust and
management is indicative of good decision-making. As a result, reporting

formarts and operational pracrices have been improved.

The issue of the financial valuation of heritage and cultural collection
assets has been a continuing marter of concern to both che Truse
and Museum management. Under Australian Accounting
Standard 29, ‘Financial Reporting for Government Deparcments’,
agencies are required to value the collections in their possession or
control. While the NSW Treasury arranged a meeting to discuss che
means of implementing this Standard in May 1997, no agreement had been
reached by the reporting date either on the method of implementacion or for

funding this time-consuming and expensive process.

Despite a difficule year, Auscralian Museum Business Services (AMBS) achieved a
turnover of around $1.52 million, exceeding irs sales rarger of $1.32 million.
AMBS is involved in many of the development projects requiring environmental

studies in the grearer Sydney area.

The Museum reviewed two of its senior executive positions, Associate
Director and Assistant Director Corporate Services. The role of Assisrant
Director Corporate Services now focuses more on organisational

development, quality leadership and concinuous improvement, site

development and scrategic planning for the Museum.

In the NSW Stare Budger announced in May 1997, the Muscum gained
$19.759 million capiral funding over five years. The allocation provides
$12.1 million over five years for enhanced public programs and che

development of a new exhibition focusing on Australia's biodiversity;
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$2.8 million over four years for further research into rthreatened and ~,
endangered species and improved communication with, and assistance for, -
community groups and local councils; $1.8 million over three years rto «®
expand the Museum’s information technology infrastructure; and $3 i &
million over four years to achieve remperature and humidity control ro
preserve collections and meer required srandards of healch. "

IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ROYAI
COMMISSION INTO ABORIGINAL DEATHS IN CUSTODY
Initiatives have been undertaken by the Museum to implement
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deachs in Cusrody,

specifically Recommendartion 56, which stated (in parr);

. many Aboriginal people have expressed the wish to record and make
known to both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people aspects of the history,
traditions and contemporary culture of Aboriginal society. ...The Commission

recommends that government and appropriate heritage authorities negotiate
with Aboriginal communicies and organisations in order to support such

Aboriginal initiatives.”

ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES IN 1996 - 97 INCLUDED:
e Opening of the Indigenous Awstralians: Australia’s First
Peoples exhibition
e Continuation of the Aboriginal Museum's Outreach Program
 Repatriation of significant culeural icems to the Larakia people, Darwin,
Northern Territory
e Publicarion of the South Coast Aboriginal Collection catalogue
 Loan of Aboriginal artefaces to various Aboriginal communities
s Various programs conducted by the Museum’s Education Deparrment aimed at
increasing awareness and understanding of Aboriginal culture amongst cthe
broader communicy
1997-98 PLANS
e Implement a comprehensive public program in the Indigenous
Aunstralians exhibition.
e Toral review of the policies that relate to Indigenous Australians and the
Division of Anthropology
e Continuation of the Museum’s Aboriginal catalogue series
e Publication of the Far North West NSW catalogue

e Loan of artefacts ta various Aboriginal communities

=)
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h To members of the New South Wales Parliament and Members of the Australian Museum Trust
N N
SCOPE
‘(& [ have audired the accounts of the Australian Museum Trust for the year ended 30 June 1997, The

pr:-p'.lmt'inn and presentation of the financial report consisting of the statement of financial position,
operating starement, statement of cash flows and summary of compliunce wich financial directives, rogether

I 7

with the notes thereto, and the information contained therein 1s rthe respansibility of the Trust. My
responsibility is to express an opinion on these statements to Members of the New Sou[h Woales Parliament
and members of the Trust based on my audir as required by sections 34 and 41C(1) of the Public Finance and
Audit Act 1983, My responsibility does nor extend here rto an assessment of the assumptions vsed in
formulating budger figures disclosed in the financial report

My audit has been conducred in accordance with the provisions of the Act and Australian Auditing Standards to
provide reasonable assurance as to whether the financial report is free of marerial misstatement. My procedures
included examination, on a rest basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial
report, and the evaluacion of accounting policies and significant accounting estimates.

In addition, other legislative requirements which could have an impact on the Auscralian Museum Truse financial
report have been reviewed on a cyclical basis. For this year, the requirements examined comprise: Chief Executive
Service/Senior Execurive Service remuneration; Payroll tax on superannuation benefits; Disaster recovery plans for
computer installacions and prompr payment of accounts.

These procedures have been underraken to form an opinion as to whether, in all material respects. the financial
report is presented fairly in accordance with the requirements of the Public Finance and Audir Act 1983,
Accnuntmg Standards and ocher I'l'l:l.nd:lt{ll'y’ ‘\r(}fl‘ﬁh‘i()l‘\.‘ll rglwnr[ing rcquircments (Urggn[ Issues Gl‘lll.lp

Consensus Views) so as to present a view which is consistent with my understanding of the Trusc's financial
position, the results of its operations and ies cash flows.

The audit opinion expressed in rthis report has been formed on the above basis.

AUDIT OPINION
ln_ my opinion, the tinancial repore of the Australian Museum Trust complies with sections 41B and 41BA
of the Act and present fairly in accordance with applicable Accounting Standards and other mandatory

professional reporting requirements the financial position of the Trust as at 30 June 1997 and the results of
its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended.

P.J. BOULOUS, ACA
PRINCIPAL AUDITOR

(duly authorised by the Auditor-General of New South Wales under section 45F(1A) of the Act)
SYDNEY
3 October 1007




AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST
STATEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 41C(1C)
OF PUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT ACT, 1983

Pursuant to Section 41C(1C) of the Public Finance and Audit Act we

state thar:

a.The financial statements and notes thereon exhibic a true and fair

view of the financial position and transactions for the year ended 30

June 1997.

b.The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with
applicable Auscralian Accounting Standards and other mandarory
professional reporting requirements (Urgent Issues Group Consensus
Views), the requirements of the Public Finance & Audit Acr 1983,
Public Finance and Audit (General) Regulations 1995, and rthe

Financial Reporting Code for Budger Dependent Agencies.

¢. There are no circumstances which would render any particulars included in

the financial statements to be misleading or inaccurate.
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PRESIDENT OF THE/TRUST SECRETARY OF THE TRUST
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST OPERATING STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1997

NOTES ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL
1997 L99F 1996
$'000 5000 5000
Expenses
Operating Expenses
Employee related 53 (a) 13,855 13,365 12,601
Ocher operating expenses 3 (b) 7,159 7,414 6,911
Maintenance 3 (c) 1.110 1,274 15153
Depreciation 3 (d) 1,493 1,058 980
Grants and subsidies 3 (e) 50 - 40
Finance costs S 13 - 20
Other expenses 12 - 30
[TOTAL EXPENSES 23,692 23,111 22,095
Less:
Rerained revenue
Sale of goods and services i 4,683 4,303 1,568
Investment Income 5 3 - 7
Grants and contributions 6,7 960 1,643 1,573
TOTAL RETAINED REVENUES 5,648 5,946 6,148 |
Gain/(loss) on sale of non-current assers 8 - - (100)
NET COST OF SERVICES 20(s) (18,044) (17,165) (16,047)
Government Contributions
Recurrent appropriation 15,370 14,635 14,450
Capirtal appropriation 2.350 2,350 825
Acceprance by Crown Transacrions
Entity of employee enticlements
and other liabilities 9 1,424 1,379 1,214
TOTAL GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 19,144 18,362 16,489 :
SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR 1‘]_00 1,197 442

The accompanying notes form part of these Financial Statements,
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 JUNE 1997

NOTES ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL
1997 1997 1996
000 $°000 $°000
Assers
Current Assets
Cash 10 160 53 177
Investments 11 (a) 102 = 71
Receivables 11 (b) 233 309 309
Inventories 11 (¢) 125 150 150
['I'uml Current Assets T 620 492 687 J
Non-Current Asserts
Property, Plant & Equipment 12 137,800 126,619 1254327
| Total Non-Current Assets 137,800 126,619 125,327 |
TOTAL ASSETS 138,420 127,111 126,014
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable 13 (a) 1,285 1,182 989
Borrowings 13 (b) - - 100
Employee Entitlements 13 (¢) 1,265 962 10 e
| Toral Current Liabilities 2,550 2,144 2,244 |
TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,550 2,144 2,244
NET ASSETS 135,870 124,967 123,770
Equity
Reserves 14 151,870 120,870 120,870
Accumulated funds 14 4,000 4,097 2.900
TOTAL EQUITY 135,870 124,967 123,770

The accompanying notes form part of these Financial Statements.
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST CASH FLOW

STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1997

NOTES ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL
1997 1997 1996
5000 3000 $000
Cash Flows from Operating Activities
Payments
Employee related (12,521) (11,986) (11,339)
Grants and subsidies (50) - (410)
Finance costs (13) i -
Otcher services (7,985) (8,688) (8,458)
[ (20,369) (20.674)  (19,837)]
Receiprs
Sale of goods and services 4,759 4,303 4,639
Interest received 5] - 7
Other 960 1,643 15575
| 5,724 5,946 6,219 |
NET CASH FLOWS ON
OPERATING ACTIVITIES. 20(b) (14,645) (14,728) (13,618)
Cash Flows from Investing Activities
Purchases of property, plant and equipment (2,966) (2,350) (1,609)
Proceeds from sale of property,
planc and equipment - - 81
Other 5 - (10)
Proceeds from sale of investments (31) 71 32
Otcher
NET CASH FLOWS ON INVESTING ACTIVITIES (2,992) (2,279) (1,506)
Cash Flows from Government
Recurrent Appropriation 15.370 14.633 14,450
Capital Appropriation 2.350 2.350 825
New/(Repayment)
of Loans from Treasury (100) (100) (100)
NET CASH FLOWS FROM GOVERNMENT 17,620 16,883 15,175
Net (Decrease)/Increase in Cash (17) (124) 51
O PENING CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 177 B 126
CLOSING CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 10 160 53 177

The accompanying notes form part of these Financial Statements
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SUMMARY OF COMPLIANCE WITH FINANCIAL DIRECTIVES FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1997

ACTUAL  APPROPRIATIONS ESTIMATED ACTUAL APPROPRIATIONS ESTIMATED
EXPENDITURE EXPENDITURE
Original Original Original
1997 Revised 1997 1996 Revised 1996
$°000 1997 $000 $°000 1996 $'000
$7000 $°000
Recurrent
Appropriations 14,582 15,370 15,370 14,404 14,450 14.450
Capital
Appropriations 1,700 2,350 2;350 350 825 825
TOTAL
APPROPRIATIONS 16,282 17,720 17,720 14,754 15,275 15,275
(encludes transfer payments)

The main variances berween the original appropriation and the revised capital appropriation was
due to early completion of the Indigenous Australians gallery. Funds were brought forward from
the 1997/98 allocation. The recurrent allocation was revised due to changes in payroll tax
legislation and increased cost of workers compensation. A drawdown of $737,000 was received

from future year allocations to overcome a cash shorrage.
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR

{a)

(b)

fe)

(d)

TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The Museun Trust Reporting Entity

The Australian Museum Trust comprises all the operating activities and entities under its control,

These entities include The Australiar _ . ] _ a

Lizard Island Research Station. It also encompasses funds which are restricted for specified
1 1sl:

purposes by the grantor ot donor, bur are ne

funds and entities comprising the Auscralian Museum

1 Museum Sociery, Australian Museum Foundation and the

vercheless controlled by the Trust,

All transacrions and balances between the

Trust have been eliminated in the process of preparing the financial statements.

Basis of Accounting

The Auscralian Museum Trust financial sratements which are a general purpose financial report
have been prepared on an accruals basis and in accordance with the applicable !\ccnl_m ting
Srandards and other mandatory professional reporting requirements (Urgent Issues Group
Consensus Views), the requirements of the Public Finance and Audit Act and Regulations, the
Financial Reporting Directions published in the Financial Reporting Code for Budger Dependent
Agencies or issued by the Treasurer under Secrion 9(2)n of the Act.

Where there are inconsistencies between the above requirements the legislative provisions have
prevailed. Statements of Accounting Concepts are used as guidance in the absence of applicable
Australian Accounting Standards, Urgent Issues Group Consensus Views and legislative
requirements.

Excepr for cerrain land and some buildings which are recorded at valuation, the financial
statements are prepared in accordance with the historical cost convention. The collection, which
has not been valued, has nor been recognised in the Statement of Financial Position. All amounts
are rounded to the nearest one thousand dollars and are expressed 1n Australian currency. The
accounting policies adopted are consistent with those of previous years,

Parliamentary Apprapriations and Contributions from Other Bodies

Parliamentary appropriations and contributions from other bodies (including granes and donations)
are recognised as revenues when the agency obrains control over che assers comprising the

appropriations / contributions. Control over appropriations and contriburtions is normally obrained
upon the receipr of cash.

Employee Entitlements
(1) wages and salaries, Annual Leave, Sick Leave and On-Costs

Liabiliries for wages and salaries, annual leave and vesting sick leave are recognised and measured
as the amount unpaid at the reporting date at current pay rates in respect of employees' services up
to thar dare.

Unused non-vesting sick leave does not give rise to a liabilicy as it is not considered probable thac
sick leave taken in the future will be greater than the entitlements accrued in the future.

The (_mrsramlmg amounts of payroll tax, workers’ compensation insurance premiums and fringe
benefits tax, which are consequential to employment, are recagnised as liabilities and expenses
where the employee entitlements to which they relate have been recognised.

(4) Long Service Leave and Superannnation

The lrnsft 5 |Ii?blf_ltl{‘5 for long service leave and superannuation are assumed by the Crown
Transactions Entity. The agency accounts for the liabiliry

as having been extinguished resulting in
the amounr assumed being shown -

£ : as part of the non-monerary revenue item described as
Acceprance by the Crown Transactions Entity or Employee Entitlements”.
Long service leave is measured on a nominal basis. The

: nominal method is based on the
remuneration rates ac year end for all e

| 2 mployees with five or more years of seevice, It is considered
that :chni i 1 i

at is mcasur(-_mrnr technique produces results not materially different from the estimate
determined by using the present value basis of measurement.

The superannuation expense for the fin

ancial year is determined by using the formulae specified by
Treasury Circular TC97/08. The A :

expense for certain superannuation schemes (ie Basic Benefic and

a8
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE X
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997 ~
o
First S-:.m.l- Sl‘l]!t‘ri 1s calculated as a percentage of the employees’ salary. For other superannuation =
schemes .f.w State Superannuation Scheme and State Auchoricies Superannuation Scheme), the -
expense is calculated as a multiple of the employees’ superannuation contributions. ©
(e Insurance
The Trust's iviti -
1e .1 FUSTS Insurance activities are conducted through the NSW Treasury Managed Fund Scheme of
self insurance for Government agencies. The expense (premium) is determined by the Fund =%
Manager based on past experience.
(f)  Acquisition of Assers

Ihe cost merhod of accounting is used for the initial recording of all acquisitions of assets
controlled by the Truse. Cost is determined as the fair valuc of the asset given as a consideration
plus the costs incidental to the acquisition.

(g) Plant and Equipment

(h)

(1)

()

(k)

(/)

Plant and equipment acquired for $500 and above individually are capitalised.

Revaluation of Physical Non-Current Assets

Buildings and improvements are valued based on the estimated written down replacement cost of
the most appropriate modern equivalent replacement facility having a similar service potential to
the existing asset. Land is valued ar marker value.

Where assers are revalued upward or downward as a result of a revaluation of a class of non-current
physical assers, the Truse restates seperarely the gross amount and the related accumulated
depreciation of chat class of assets.

The recoverable amount test has not been applied as the agency is a not-for-profic entity whose
service potential is nor related ro che ability to generare ner cash inflows.

Depreciation

Depreciation is provided on a scraight line basis for all depreciable assers (except the Museum
buildings) so as to write off the depreciable amount of each asser as it is consumed over ics useful
life to the encity. Land is not a depreciable asser.

The buildings on Lizard Island are depreciated over their remaining eseimated life of up to 26
years on the assumption thar the Museum’s lease of land on the island will be renewed.

The Museum believes that che life of the Museum buildings (Sydney) is indeterminate but
conservatively estimare thar the useful life of the buildings as a Museum would be in excess of 200
years provided that the building is subject to normal maintenance. Therefore the annual
depreciation expense to be applied to the building is derermined ro be immarterial.

Depreciation rates for cach asset caregory are as follows:

Audio Visual, Plant and Equipment, Computers 20%
10%

Photography, Science and General
15%

Vehicles
Exhibitions are amortised on a scraighe-line basis based on their expected useful life, with a

maximum life for depreciarion purposes not exceeding 9 years.

Investments
Bank rerm deposirs are valued ac cosr. Interest revenues are recognised as they accrue.

Inventaories

[nventories are valued at che lower of cost and net realisable value. The cost is calculated using che

average cost of “firse in first out” merhod.

Comparative Figures

Comparative figures for 1996 have been realigned to comply with the new Financial

Reporring Code for Budger Dependent Agencies.
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< AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRU ST NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
D FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997
= 2. BUDGET REVIEW
.
NET COST OF SERVICES
:\"J The accual net cost of services for 1995/96 was §879,000 more than the Treasury Budger Paper,
- ($495.000 less in 1995/96). Budger variances were due to:
= 1y
The budget figures as published in the Treasurers budget papers 1996/97 were subsequently
gy reviewed and varied to reflect more up to date information and budger decisions by the Truse,
S
Employee related expenses were affected significantly by 1tems over which there could be lirele
e control with increased workers compensation premiums, payroll tax legislation and the accrual of
= recrearion and extended leave.

Other operating expenditure was well controlled by the Trust chroughout the year and che
increased depreciation reflects movement in assets and liabilities.

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
During the year a new house was butle ar Lizard Island Research Station ($166,662), Exhibitions

were boosted by the Albert Chapman Mineral Collection (§366,661), the early completion of the
Indigenous Auscralians Gallery ($1,287,241), and the building of small touring exhibits including
Dino MOTR ($87,823), Sex (§229,824), Spiders (§78,274). This was parcially offset by che
writing off of Frogs as a touring exhibit and "Our Place” semi-permanent gallery becoming part of
the Indigenous Australians permanent exhibition,

CASH FLOWS
It was an extremely difficulr year, with both admission and shop trading not performing as
expected. The lack of sponsorship for the Indigenous Auscralians gallery was also a significant
factor. To overcome the very low cash levels a drawdown of $737,000 was received from NSW
Treasury against future allocarions,

3. EXPENSES
.l 996/97 1995/96
$7000 $000
(a) Employee related expenses
Comprised the following specific items:
Salaries and Wages 11,208 10,472
Superannuation entitlements 1,132 1,074
Payroll rax and fringe benefir rax 842 729
Long Service leave 292 I-il
Recreation Leave 188 18
Waorkers compensation insurance 184 130
Orher 9 7
[ 13,855 12,601 |
(h) Orther operating expenses
Comprised the following items:
Audit Remuneration 52 5
Bad and doubtful debt 1 !
Rental Expense 284 1
Freight ;1 =
Motor Vehicles 78 5
Advertising and Promotional 83 i
: _-‘S e & )
Electriciry T :-_8
Insurance -;:.- : S
Postal and Telephone 1;5 %6?
Working Expenses 1 92 o
Prin:ing 1,920 1,520
Maintenance Concracrs 22? Je0
Other 129 120
Grants A <
=
Trading: Shop ?f:r e
_ 320 o
{\usr.rahun Natural History 122 )--.]'
Special Exhibics g; Lo
(,::mmcrcialmatmn Project 307 =
Research Facilicies Ao 729
426 271
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Comprised rhe following items:
Repairs and Rourine Maintenance

Energy Conservation Plan

Depreciation

Depreciation was charged as follows:

Buildings
Exhibitions

Plant and Equipment

Grants and subsidies

Granrs and subsidies were as follows:

Visiting Fellowships

Post Graduate Research Granes

Other

Finance costs

Finance costs were charged as follows:

Interest on Loan

GOODS AND SERVICES

Sale of Goods and Services comprised:

Sales - Shop Trading operations (note 4(a))
The Australian Museum Society (note 4(b))

Other Trading (note 4(c))

(a)

Direct salaries and wages of $148,77 i
(863,000 in 1995/96) were also identified against Shop 1
to consider and charge againse the Shop Trading Account inc
included in the appropriate expense item in the

shop trading operations

Sales

Less: Cost of Sales
Opening Stock
Purchases

Less: Closing Stock
Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit

FHE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997

1996/97 1995/96
$°000 $°000
1,110 1,138
- 375
(L] 1,513
34 20
1,027 564
432 396
1,493 980
39 25
11 11
= 4
50 40
[ 13 20
479 493
292 305
3,912 3.770
i.- I_.I')H_{ _.i_ih.‘i _J
,i'}'q ‘19."
130 120
2_95 Z&ﬂ_
135 404
125 130.
298 274
T 219

Operating Statement,

(1)

PAGE®

1 ($140,896 in 1995/96) and measurable overheads of $29,007
rading Operarions. It is not the Museum’s policy
lirect costs. Expenditure mentioned above is

.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE,

TRUST NOTES TO AND FORMING

(b) The Australian Museum Society (TAMS)
The Society was established for the purpose of promoting a greater knowledge of and concern for
the environment and to encourage community support for the work of the Museum,

1996/97 1995/96

5000 $000
Revenue
Subscriprions 224 227
Functions 64 70
Donations 3 2
Other i 0

292 305
Expenditure
Salaries 113 108
Working Expenses 198 158
Depreciarion 3 7

| 314 273

Nert / (Loss) Revenue

PART

OF THE

e 62 17

Expenditure mentioned above is included in the appropriate expense item in the Operating

Statement.
(c) Trading Operations - Other
Revenue from Orher Trading operations comprised:
Australian Narural History Magazine 561 614
Gallery Revenue 625 678
Special exhibits - Touring (Garganruans) 165 194
Commercialisation Projects 1,614 1,459
Restaurant Activities 68 34
Venue Hire 208 151
Research Facilicies - Lizard Island 460 455
Nature Focus Phorographic Agency 162 117
Miscellaneous 43 6H
| 3912 3.770
5. INVESTMENT INCOME
Revenue from investments comprised:
Interest | 5 5
6. GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Revenue from Grants and Coneriburions comprised:
Sciennific Research -
Federal Government Granrs 480 550
Scientific Research -
Stare Government Grants 95 478
Ocher Grants 248 351
Foundation - Donations 128 144
Other 9 S0
960 1,573

PAGF@Z)
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AUSTRALTAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE. 1997

7. CONDITIONS ON CONTRIBUTIONS

“he s o - 3 1 1 Fe 1
The Museum receives grants from various bodies for specific purposes (see note 6). These grants

wi‘u]sr specific in nat.urt- do not impose conditions as to how the funds are to be expended, other
than in accordance with the grant's purpose.

Funds unexpended at balance date comprise:

1996/97 1995/06

3000 £'000
Scientific Research -
Federal Government Grants 208 19
Scientific Research -
State Government Grants 219 180
Ocher Grants 328 570

[ o 971

8. GAIN / (LOSS) ON SALE OF NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Gain/ (loss) on disposal of exhibits

Proceeds trom Sale - 81
Written down value of assets sold - (181)
Gain/ (loss) on sale of non curreént assets - (100)

9. ACCEPTANCE BY CROWN TRANSACTIONS ENTITY OF EMPLOYEE ENTITLEMENTS AND OTHER LIABILITIES.
The following liabilities and/or expenses have been assumed by the Consolidated Fund Encity or
other government agencies:

Superannuation 1,059 1,074
Long Service Leave 292 140
Payroll Tax on Superannuation 73 =

Debt and Borrowings -

124 1214 |

10. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

Cash at Bank 150 167
Cash on Hand 10 10
160 177

11. CURRENT ASSETS
(a) Investments )

investments recorded at cost comprised:

: =
Bank Term Deposits ‘| 102 T ____|

R e A a3 7
Investments are brought to account at cost. The face value is $101,873 as at 30 June 199

(870,426 as at 30/6/96).

21 v 7

a 1
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR

(b)

()

Receivables

At an aggregate value of §233.,555 was recorded at balance date and comprised:

Trade Debrors

Accrued Revenue Payments

Less Provision for Doubtful Debrs

the trade debrors are aged:

Less than 30 days
30 to 59 days

60 to 89 days

90 to 120 days
120 and over

Inventories

TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
ENDED 30 JUNE. 1997
1996/97 1995/96
S000 £'000
231 294
A 18
238 312
5 3
233 309
110 216
72 48
23 3
3 4
23 )3
[ 231 294

The value recorded ac 30 June 1997 of $124,793 ($130,405 as ar 30/6/96) represented stock in
crade held in the Museum’s shop outlets and finished goods. All stock are considered current

assers.

12. NON-CURRENT ASSETS
(a) Summary of Property, Plant & Equipment, Exhibition
Land Buildings Plant & Equip Exhibits Toral
$'000 3000 3000 2000 8000
Cost
At July 1, 1996 - 837 3,264 5,889 9,990
Additions = 167 724 2.075 2,966
Disposals - - (162) (685) (847)
At June 30, 1997 - 1,004 3,826 7,279 12,109
Valuation
At July 1, 1996 15,870 105,000 - - 120,870
Increments - 11,000 - - 11,000
Decrements - - 5 - :
At June 30, 1997 15,870 116,000 - - 131,870
[ Cost and Valuation 15,870 117,004 3,826 7,279 143,979
Depreciation
At July -l‘ 1996 - 1:229 1,920 3,484 5,533
C}_mrgc for year - 34 432 1.027 1.493%
Disposals - - (162) (68S) (847)
At June 30, 1997 3 163 2.190 ,’i,ﬂ_’(.! (“ 179 ]
Ner Book Value
At . [§
June:30, 1997 15870 116841 1,636 3,453 137,800
At June 30, 1996 15,870 105,708 1,344 2.405 125.327

l'J\UE@

for by e o



fiﬂdifzcial/

M.."‘
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES 70 AND FORMING PART OF THE N
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997 .
; ~
0w
() Land and Buildings s
- > “-‘:
The value recorded in the Statement of Financial Position covers the following Truse Property: W
1996/97 1996/97 Toral |9()5;9¢;~, L5
Land Buildings
$'000 : ' ' -
Musecum Property - AL 200 $1000 =
College and William vy

Street, Sydney (ar valuation) 10,000 = 10.000 10.000
Museum Property - ' '
Yurong and William Screet,

3

Sydney (at valuation) 5.870
) 3 5 - 5,870 7/
Museum Buildings - izl
At above listed properties - 116,000 116,000 105.000
Lizard Island Research
Station Buildings (ar cost) - 1,004 1,004 837
Less Accumulated Depreciation - (163) (163) “I 1~I9)

| 15.870 116,841 132,711 121,578

The Valuer General's Department valued the land at a marker valuation. The date of valuation was
30 June 1995 for College Street,

The Lizard Island Research Station site is occupied by the Truse as lessee from the Queensland
Government for a twenty five year period terminating in 1998 ar a nominal annual renral.

A depreciation charge of $33,655 against operations was brought to account in 1996/97, based on
the assumprion that the lease will be extended.

The Museum buildings, which are recognised as heritage assets of the Stare, were valued at
replacement cost, in July 1997 by D Campbell Aries of WT Partnership. Quantity Surveyors.
This valuacion is for a replacement building of moden design and construction that has the same
service capacity and does not represent the replacement, historic or intrinsic value of the existing

buildings.
(¢) Plant and Equipment

1996/97 1995/96
$000 $'000

The book values are summarised as follows:

Book value at 1 July 1,344 1—'09""

Ner Additions/Delerions 724 643
2,068 1,737
132 393

Less Depreciation ;
Book Value at 30 June | 1,636 L3 14

It is considered char the market value of Plant and Equipment approximates the book value.

(d)  Exhibitions
The value of Exhibitions represents capitalisation
exhibitions rhar will continue to generate revenue or provide
financial year or years in which these costs were incurred
s as capitalised include material and construction expendic
: i ‘ collection 1tems 1nce ated in
but do not include an assessment of the intrinsic value of vollection 1rems |Inc;1rpur.1ru ; n
] T ¥ costs for
exhibition unless specifically purchased (and thus costed) for the purpose “‘l""-” lt {1
' e " " o o " e relate gy
permanent staff inpurs to the development of exhibitions are e flected 1n employee related exy

and are nor included in the capitalisation of exhibitions.

of the development and establishment costs of
a community service beyond the

i ure
Development and establishment cost

f231p U gy w
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= AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
V3 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997
>
~
=~ 1996/97 1995/96
]
8000 2000
~a
R Book value of Exhibitions operational ar 1 July 2,405 2,430
Capitalisation of Exhibitions developed 2,076 720
= Nert (loss) on sale of Shark! exhibition - (181)
e 4,481 2,969
Less Deprecration to Operating Statement 1,028 564
Book value of Exhibitions ac 30 June li 3,453 2,405

The Museum has a number of fully depreciated Exhibits, The main irems included in this category
are:

Birds Gallery

Insecrs Gallery

Marine Gallery

Mineral Gallery

Reprile Area
The Museum continues to derive service potential and cconomic benefit from these exhibits.

(¢)  Collections, Specimen and Other Acquisitions

Acquisitions costs do not normally feature as a major component of operating costs. The costs so
expended over the past 5 years are:

2000
1992193 350
1995/94 39
1994/95 79
| 1995/96 35
1996/97 13

Expenditure mentioned above is included in the Operating Statement in the relevant year of
purchase. The nature, size, quantity and quality of the collections held by this Museum is wide
rung‘ing and are described in the annual repore. The Museum collection is currently divided into
the following subgroups;

Anthropology

Entomology (including Arachnology)

Herpetology

Ichrhyology

Maiaculugy

Mammals

Marine Invertebrares (including Crustacea, Polychacres)

Minerals

Ornithology

Palacontology

Photographic

Research Library

Tissue Collection

13. CURRENT LIABILITIES

1996/97 1995/96
3000 0OO
(a)  Accounts Payable :
Creditors 1,285 989

PI\GE@
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997

1996/97 1995/96
$°000 3000
(b) Borrowings
Loans - Treasury - 100
Repayment of Borrowings:
Nor later than one year - 100
() Employee Entitlements
Recreation leave 1.150 962
Accrued salaries and wages 115 195
Balance 30 June 1.265 ) 7D Ee
4. CHANGES IN EQUITY
Accumulated Funds Asser Revaluartion Toral Equity
1996/97 1995/96 1996/97 1995/96 1996/97 1995/96
$000 000 $°000 $'000 $000 3000
Balance ar the
beginning of the
financial year 2,900 2,458 120,870 120,870 123,770 123,328
Surplus/(deficir)
tor the year 1,100 442 - - 1,100 442
Increment/decrement
on revaluation of: - - - - = =
Buildings and
IMProvements - = 11,000 = 11,000 -
Balance at the end
of the financial year ]__-b,lltlﬂ 2.900 131.870 120.870 135,870 ]2:’.."?@

15 COMMITMENTS FOR EXPENDITURE

(a) Other expenditure commitments
Purchase orders for goods and services contracred for at 30 June 1997 not otherwise accounted for
in the Statemenr of Financial Position totalled $386,377 ($347,379 at 30 June 1996) of which
$72,820 (847,296 at 30 June 1996) represents capital commirments.

All commitments are likely to fall due not later than one year.

(b) Operating lease commitments
The Trust has forward commitments for lease rentals with respect to three properties it occupies as

lessee. The aggregate lease expenditure contracted for at 30 June 1997 (subjecr to adjustments)

COMPrises:
1996197 1995/96
$000 $°000
222 231

Not later than 1 year
Later than 1 year & not later than 2 years 72
Later than 2 years & not later than § years 72 -
Later than 5 years

3606 231

These operating lease commirments are not recognised in the financial statements as liabilities.

16, MATERIAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED AT NO COST TO THE MUSEUM
Marerial assistance provided to the Muscum for which payment was not made, (figures are not
available as to the cost of these services) included:

Volunteer Services
Industrial Relations from the Department of Induscrial Relations

Donation of objects for the Collections

E@j’ay,-r;;,-.r.-n
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1997

17. AUDIT FEE
The fee for the audic of the Museum's accounts and records, by the Audir Office of New South
Wales was £32.500 (331,000 in 1995/96). No other benefits were provided/paid in respect of the
audit. Internal audic was provided by the Internal Audic Bureau and paid by the Ministry for rhe
Arts.

I'8. MEMBERS FEES OR BENEFITS, ETC,
Trust members do not receive emoluments or other benefirs of office. There were no loans made ro
members or employees of the Truse.

19. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

The Trust was nor aware of any contingent hability relevant to its functions as at 30 June 1997.

20, NOTE TO STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

(a)  Reconciliation to Cash
For the purposes of the statement of cash flows, cash includes cash on hand and in the bank
accounts (including overdrafes). Cash ar the end of financial year shown in the cash flow statement
15 reconciled to the items, Cash and Borrowings in the balance sheer as follows -

1996/97 1995/96
3000 S000
Cash 10 10
Salary Advance account 15 15
Lizard Island Advance account 10 9
Trusr operacing account 100 59
Australian Musenum Foundation accounts - 10
The Australian Museum Society accounts 24 72

Perer Rankin Memorial fund 1 2
160 177 |

th)  Reconciliation of net cash flows from operating activities to net cost of services

Net cash used on operating activities 14,647 13,618
Depreciation 1,493 980
Acceptance by State of Museum liabilities 1,424 1,214
Increase/(decrease) in provisions 188 48
Decrease/(increase) in receivables 74 71
Increase/{decrease) in creditors 218 16

Net loss/(gain) on disposal of assers - 100
Net cost of services L 18,044 l6.0-iT—|

(c)  Bank Overdraft facility

The Museum has a $403,000 bank overdraft facility on its operating account for payroll processing
purposes. An oftser facility of $100,000 s included as part of this faciliey.

21. PROGRAM INFORMATION

The Auscralian Muscum operates under one program.
and influence public debace on the natural environmen
with the environmenr.

Ihe objective is to increase undersranding of
t, human societies and human interaccion

END OF AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

L
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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST

The Australian Museum Trust consists of nine trustees appointed by the Governor on the nomination of the Minister.
A Trustee is appointed for three years but is eligible for reappointment,

A Trustee is not to hold office for four consecutive rerms

The President of the Truse shall be nominated by the Minister

The Governor may, on the nomination of the Minister, appoint a person to fill any vacancy thar occurs for
the residue of the term of office of his or her predecessor.

The appointment of a Trustee takes effect on 1 January of the year following that in which the appointment
is made.

Fhe Trustees must include ar least one person who has a knowledge of, or experience in science, and at least
one person who has a knowledge of, or experience in, educarion.

TRUSTEE PROFILES

Mr Malcolm Long LL.B was appointed Managing Director of the SBS Carporation in February 1993, The
Corporation is Australia’s multicultural and muloilingual broadcaster, operacing a national television
network, radio services broadeasting in 68 languages and a range of related services. Prior to joining SBS,
he was the Deputy Managing Director of the ABC. He is a graduare in law from the University of Western
Australia, he has been a newspaper journalist, a producer, executive producer, station and nerwork manager
in Perth, Sydney and Melbourne. He has worked in a range of senior executive positions in broadcasting. He
is currently Chairman of the International Institute of Communicarions (a leading organisation which draws
its membership from telecommunications, broadcasting and information indusery experts around the world)
and is .4 member of the Musica Viva National Council. He was appointed to the Museum Trust in January
1995 and appointed President on 1 January 1996.

Professor Brian Low is DepuryVice Chancellor (Academic) ac the University of Technology, Svdney. He
was born and educared in Queensland and has worked as a secondary school teacher in Queensland, and as
an academic staff member in universiries in NSW. His research interests are in che areas of mathemacical
reasoning, the educarion of mathemarics reachers, and education policy. Professor Low joined the Museum
Trust in January 1990 and was elected Depucy President on 13 February 1996.

Ms Robyn Holc is the CEO of Sanofi Beaute Australia, a French company whose brands include Yves Saint
Laurent, Oscar de la Renta and Van Cleff & Arpels. Ms Hole was the head of Yves Saine Laurent in Auscralia
for five years and is now responsible for all Sanofi Divisions in Australia. She began her career in the
stockholding industry and has worked in journalism and film design. She was Editor of Vague Levrng
magazine for cight years and wrote a children’s book Let's Do It Together - Build a Cubby. Ms Holt was
appointed to the Museum Trust in January 1993,

Ms Lucy Hughes-Turnbull holds a Bachelor's Degree in law and an MBA from Sydney and NSW Universiries
respectively. She has worked as a solicitor and investment banker since 1986, specialising in commercial,
corporate, insolvency and trade practices law, In investment banking she has worked in the corporare
advisory area, mostly i investment evaluacion and financial statement analysis. She s Chair of the Sydney
Childrens” Hospital Appeal, and a direcror of the Sydney Childrens’ Hospital Foundarion Lrd. She is also a
director of several companies, including Turnbull and Partners Holdings Led. She joined the Museum Trust
in January 1995,

Mr Aden Ridgeway is a« member of the Gumbayyngirr Aboeriginal people of norchern NSW. He 15 Execurive
Director of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council. He has extensive experience in issues concerning Aboriginal
perspectives of land management, cultural property, land rights and communicy planning. He has been a
consultant to Aboriginal organisations on business planning and was o member of the team developing the
Regional Plan for the socio-economic condirions of Aboriginal people in the Sydney region. He has been an
Assessor (Aboriginal) at the NSW Land and Environment Court. He is a former member of the Sydney
Regional ATSIC Council and a member of the Geographical Names Board of NSW. He convenes the Truse
Commirttee for Indigenous issues. Mr Ridgeway joined the Truse in January 1995,

Associate Professor Margaret Rose is Director of Animal Care for the Prince Henry, Prince of Wales and
the Prince of Wales Childrens' Hospitals and an Associate Professor in the Clinical School of the University
of NSW which is associated with that hospital group. She is-a vererinarian wich over 20 years experience in
biomedical research. For most of that cime she has been involved in issues relating to science and public
policy, particularly with regard to the use of animals in research and reaching. She is Chair of the Animal
Research Review Panel, the statutory body responsible for the overview of the use of animals in science and
teaching in NSW. She also serves as a member of the NSW government Animal Welfare Advisory Council

59
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and 15 a founding member of the Australian and New Zealand Council for the Care of Animals in Research

and Teaching. She joined the Museum Trust in Junuary 1995,

Dr Nicola Ward graduared with honours in medicine. She spent several years wnrking ?r: tea hing Im-‘.pi[.;.lx
before completing her MBA. She joined the Nucleus Group 10 years ago, inittally as Clinical .JImi Marketing
Executive for the Group, then cransferring to Cochlear Pry Led, world leader 1n cochlear implanes (che
bionic car) as Strategic Planning Executive. She is also a member of the Induscry Rescarch and Development
Board and its Health. Food and Bioindustries Commirtee, and the Advisory Council on Industrial Property.
Dt Ward completed her two year rerm on the Trust on 31 December 1996

Professor Kathleen Bowmer is Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Charles Sture University in W&I).',L',all Wagga. She was
Deputy Chief, CSIRO Division of Water Resources and Chief Research Scienrist. Professor Bowmer s
currently a member of the Boards of the CRC for Freshwater Ecology; Murray-Darling Freshwarer Rescarch
Centre; Australian Centre for Water Quality Research; and represents CSIRO on the ARMCANZ Warter
Resources Management Commirtee. She was appointed ro the Trust in January 1995 and resigned in
February 1997.

Mr Peter O'Connell, at the rime of his appointment to the Trust, was Managing Dircctor of Hargraves
Consultants. Mr O'Connell has a BA (Hons) from Sydney University and an LL.B from the Australian Nacional
University. He has extensive experience as a commercial lawyer and in negotiating international defence
contracts. He has acred for a number of Australian companies secking ro expand their commercial interests in
China and other parts of Asia. Since 1993, Mr O'Connell has specialised in advising clients incerested in
developing overseas business and investment 1n muletimedia, on-line services, and rtelecommunications
rechnology. Mr ©O'Connell joined the Trust in January 1996 and resigned in January 1997.

Ms Deeta Colvin is the principal and founder of Colvin Communications Internarional, an Australian firm
specialising in niche marketing and publicity strategies for internacional evenrs and luxury consumables
including fashion, travel, food, wine. cosmerics and jewellery. Ms Colvin is a member of several commitrees
including che NSW Cancer Council Breast Cancer Awareness Committee and the Australian Opera Events
Commictee. She is also a member of the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry and of the Public
Relations Inseitute. Ms Colvin has a BA from the University of New England and post-graduare
qualificacions in Industrial Relations law from Sydney Universicy. Ms Colvin was appointed ro the Trust on
2 June 1997,

Professor John Whitchouse is a parrner wich Minter Ellison. He was appointed ta the Truse on 8 March 1997

FTRUST ATTENDANCES

There were six meetings of the Auscralian Museum Truse in 1996-97, Arrendances were as follows:
Mr Malcolm Long, President (5)

Professor Brian Low, Deputy President (4)

Professor Kathleen Bowmer (resigned February 1997) (0)
Ms Robyn Holt (2)

Mr Peter O'Connell (resigned January 1997) (1)

Mr Aden Ridgeway (3)

Associate Professor Margaret Rose (5)

Ms Lucy Hughes-Turnbull (6)

Dr Nicola Ward (retired December 1996) (3)

Professor John Whitehouse (appointed March 1997) (1)

COMMITTEES

TRUST COMMITTEES

Financial Auwdit and Review Comniitiee

Ms Robyn Holt (Chair), Professor Brian Low, Vanessa Hudson (ex-officin)

Programs

Associare Pmi};‘.\sur Margarer. Rose, (Chair), Mr Aden Ridgeway., Ms Lucy Hughes-Turnbull, Dr Nicola
Ward, Prolessor Kathleen Bowmer, Ms Deeta Colvin _ .

Site Develapment

Mr Malcolm Long, Mr Peter O'Connell

Ludigenvus Peaples

Mr Aden Ridgeway (Chair), Museum seafl seconded as appropriace,

(60
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MUSEUM STAFF COMMITTEES <
Animal Care and Ethics Committee AR
Allc:? Greer (Herpetology), Sally Reader (Iethyology), Linda Gibson (Mammalogy), Walter Boles

(Ornithology and Chair), and Trish McDonald (Education) from the Museum, and Glen Shea (veterinarian). o

David Butcher (World Wide Fund for Nature), and Joyr Everetc and Surrey Jacobs (Royal Boranic Gardens)
trom outside the Museum.

Occupational Health and Safety Committee

Kate Arrwood (Science), Vinod Daniels (Materials Conservation), Allen Greer (Science, Chair), Donna
Grubb (Human Resources), Cathy Lamond (Education), Sue Livingston (Management representative), David
Millar (Exhibitions), Richard Monk (House Services), Liz Pearson (Security). During the year Malcolm Bray
(Exhibitions) stood down.

Disaster Management Committee
Walter Boles (Ornithology), Jan Brazier (Archives), Colin MacGregor (Materials Conservation and Chair),

Richard Monk (House Services and Disaster Co-ordinacor) and John Strand (Property Services).

no significant commitrees were established or abolished during the reporting year

Ministry for the Arts ‘

Australian
Museum Trust
The Australian Lizard Island
Museum Society | Research Station
Director
Des Griffin
I
[ I
Associate Director

Assistant Director
Corporate Services
Catherine Major

Gary Morgan
Science Divisions

[ [ l

Community Relations

Anthropology
Head, Jim Specht

Earth & Environmental
Science

Information Science
Head, Gwen Baker

Invertebrate Zoology
Head, Mike Gray

Head, Jan Barnett

Head, Alan Jones Education

Head, Carolyn MacLulich

— . -
Materials Conservation
Head,

David Horton-James

Exhibitions

Vertebrate Zoology
Head, Rob Joyner

Research Centres
Head,Doug Hoese

—e

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM STAFFING PERCENTAGES

120,
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICES (SES)

There are three SES positions ar the Museum: Director, Assistant [):Tet.wr ql' Corporare Scf-v_i(fs. and
Associate Director (previously titled Depury Director). The position of Direc tor is held by Des (mf'lm AM .
MSc, PhD; the Assistant Direcror is Catherine Major BA(Hons), ACIS, AFAIM; and the position of
Associate Director is currently vacant. The position ol Assistant l);rccto_r is held by a woman, there were no
women holding permanent SES positions at the museum in the 1995/96 reporting year.

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY (EEOQ)

The Australian Museum s fully commicted to EEO and has in place a management plan which outlines the
Museum’s objectives and scrategies for achievement in this regard.

Below are listed the key redistributive factors, in tabular form. The figures cover all staft, both remporary
and permanent working full and parc rime.

There is significant improvement in some areas. For example, the percentage of women of the total number
of staff is now 50.2% (an increase of 7.1% over last year). In addition, the percentage of Aboriginal people
employed has increased to 2.8% of the roral.

Table 1 - Representation of EEO rarger groups within salary levels

Table 2 - Representation and recruitment of Aboriginal Emplovees and Employees with a Physical Disability

TABLE 1 1996/97 1995/96
SALARY LEVEL TOTAL STAFF WOMEN NESH (1) TOTAL STAFF WOMEN NESB
IN TARGET GROUP
Below CO 1 (2) 14 b q 16 8 8
5715 28.6% S0.0% 50.0%
CO1-Gd1 (3) 55 25 b 52 19 6
1 1.8 14.5% 30.5% 11.5
A&C Gds 1 - 2 57 4l b 46 31 (6]
T1.9% 14.0% 67.:4¢ 13.0
A&C Gds 3 -5 80 47 11 63 33 14
SHR.H% 13.8% 52.4% 2322
A&C Gds 6 -9 87 36 5 69 22 3
|14 8. 2% 312699 i
A&C Gds 10 - 12 19 G 2 19 3 1
31,69 10,5% 263 % (. A%
Above A&C Gd 12 13 2 0 8] 1 0
” 15:4%¢ (3.1 9% Q. |4 0. 0%
Toral 325 163 41 276 119 40
0. 2% 1 2.6% ¥4 19 k. 5%
|
TABLE 2
'Fota] Aboriginal PWPD (4) Total Aboriginal PWPD
Staff People Staff People
TOTAL 325 9 18 2
EMPLOYEES 2.8 5.5 7??{.; ? G =
. AN ¥, '}
Recrlite k)
ecruited 20 2 0 38 2 0
in the year 10, 0% 0.0% 30 0.0

LEGEND - (1) Non-English speaking background
(2)  Employees on salaries below Clerical Officer Scale Grade 1
(3) Iirlnplo_\'ees on salaries from Clericacl Officer Scale Grade 1
_ minimum Administrative and Clerical Scale Grade |
(4)  People with a physical disability

, 21 year old rate
21 year old rare to below

i‘.-'\l.":l:'@

P X y b win
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ETHNIC AFFAIRS PRIORITY STATEMENT

The Australian Museum is committed to the NSW Charrer of Principles for a culeurally diverse sociery. We
seek to ensure that people from all cultural backgrounds have equal employment opportunities,
representation, intellecrual and physical access in/to the Museum and its services.

Three of cthe Museum's Corporate Strategic Objecrives relare specifically to culrural issues: Equal
Employment Opportunity, Mulcicultaralism, and Culrural Studies. See previous page of this report for a
report on the progress of EEO objectives, and below for a repart on progress of the objecrives of
Multiculturalism and Culeural Studies. Ocher iniciatives for 1997/98 will focus on social justice, economic
and culrural opportunities and communiry harmony.

A review of the Muscum’s Corporate Serategic Plan will be made in late 1997, The Strategic Objectives for
1997 will be reviewed and expanded, parricularly in the area of Informacion Technology. This will permic
an even broader community base for Public Programs and provide a public forum for debare on culture and
the environment.,

PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT:

. CUSTOMER FOCUS

Mainrain and rernforce a customer-focused organisation that wndeystands and suppores the Musenm's Mission and

Statement of Philosophy and provedes the best possible services to its customers.

¢ The Muscum has developed cailored and targered customer service training for frondline staff including
Corporate Services, House and Exhibitions staff and Incerpretative Officers.

e All Public Programs are planned with customer evaluation dara. Regular surveys are carried out, with
results being fed into forward programming.

2, QUALITY LEADERSHIP

Inrroduce processes to achteve apprapriate standards of quality through teamwork and learning in achieving outcones.

These processes to invelve staff i developing solutions to identifted quality issnes.

o A critical re-evaluation of the process for nominating and evaluaring Public Programs resulred n che
establishmenr of the Team Assessing Public Program Proposals (TAPPPs).

e Wirh rhe assistance of the Australian Quality Council, the Muscum underrook an assessment of its key
organisational processes in order ro establish benchmarks for improvement in leadership, planning,
informarion, people, customer focus, processes and performance evaluation. The Muscum scored
exceprionally well being placed in the top quartile in all key areas compared with other public sector
agencies.

3, ENTERPRISE AGREEMENT

Conclude and implenent an Enterprise Agréement specifying vkills progresison and career structure, and which mcreases

staff opportunitics, movale, quality of vutpat and productiviry.

e An agreement in principle between the Unions and the Museum has been reached and final negoriations
with the Public Secror Management Office are underway.

4. SPACE

Ensure the Museum hus appropriate space of appropriate standarvd to sevve its purposes and functions.

o The Museum has compleced a design and development study for a new building and is discussing the
implementation phase of this project with the relevant agencies.

B INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

T use information technology to: effectively manage ouy information vesouvces: HICretse aocess 1o our information services

and products: crease aoeess (o information services of other agencivs; andimprove conmunication with qudiences world

H-'-’(K(?-

« Approval and funding for these projeces in the rhree year scrategic Information Technology program was
gained. _ -

o Six additional computers were provided to search and discover. Increased usage of chis facility by post-
secondary and sight and hearing impaired groups was recorded.

G, INFORMATION ACCESS/DECISION MAKING
To develop the Museum's database u_f anformation on, and peviinent to, the Museum to allow efféctive strategic decision-

making.
o A significant expansion of the LAN was achieved and planning for the new Web site has significantly progressed.

7o MULTICULTURALISM
Provide velevant Public Programs which attract and tnvolve people fram diverse cultural backgrounds: and give Museun
visitors a greater appreciation of the diversity of contemporary Australian society.

Jd »
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e Several successful Community Access Programs werce hosted throughout the year, with many performances,

workshops and events being hosted by community members:
Face to Face: Aboriginal Teenagers 29,696 - 11.8,96
Inside Out: Process, Progress, Change 19.8.96 - 13.10.96
Awakenings: Australta-Pacific Spirits 23. 10.96 - 17.11.96
Landscapes and Lives 1.3.97 - 27.4.97 }
Images of Wisdom: Through Australian Palestinian Eyer 3.5.97 - 15.6.97 N . _ _
o All recruitment for Interpretative Officers, Explainers and volunteers have knowledge/understanding of

a range of more than one culture” as a criteria and the position of Aboriginal Interprecive Otficer was
created and filled 1n 1997,

8. PUBLIC PROGRAM DEVELOPMENTS
Provide a range of Public Programs, in terms of type. content. approach. duration, which are tavgeted to specific
andiences in order to meer the Musenne's Mission and increase audience reach,
o Two major semi-permanent exhibitions opened in 1996/97: -
The Albert Chapman Mineral Collection 28.9.96 and Indigenous Australians: Australia’s First Peoples 29.3.07
s Planning commenced for Australiu's Brodiversity, a major semi-permanent exhibition to open in September
1998; and for Spiders!, a major in-house temporary exhibition to open in November 1997

The following remporary exhibition/programs were held during the year.

Frogs 22.3.96 - 1.9.96 Sex, Ity Only Natural 12.96 - 18.5.97

My Tiber 29.6.96 - 22. 9.96 Ogador 19,297 - 6.4.97

Caprain Cook’s Cloak 7.6.96 - 6.8.96 Toekang Porrer 12.4.97 - 1.6.97

Wildlife Photographer of the Year 19.7.96 - 11.8,96 Gargantuans from the Garden 14.6.97 - 14.10.97
Drawn from the Heart 27.11.96 - 1.3.97 Kaleidoseope of Life 6.6.97 - 27.7.97

Earthwormy 5.11.96 - 26.11.96 Dyalkirt Wanga 21.6.97 - 10.8.97

Fascinating Scrence 24.12.96 - 2,2.97 Punkulture 28.6.97 - 10.8.97

9. SPECIAL RESEARCH CENTRES

To establish four special centres of specialisation to co-ordinate and enconrage multidisciplinary and inter-institutional

dm"'rb;ﬂ'bri to vesearch.

o Official launching of the Centre for Biodiversity and Conservarion Rescarch (August 1996); the People
and Place Research Centre (September 1996); and the Geodiversity Rescarch Group (November 1996).
(The Centre for Evolutionary Research was established in November 1995).

10, CULTURAL STUDIES

Increased understanding of the cultural hevitages of the region's Indigenons peoples throngh vesearch, Public Programs

and improved access by Tndigenons peaples 1o the Museum's resources,

¢ Opening of new semi-permanent exhibivion Indigenans Awstralians: Australia’s First Peoples in April 1997,
and an ongoing program of changing events, performances and displays.

* Computerisation of Aboriginal collections is ongoing, with databasing complete for collections from NW
Queensland, and inventories prepared of collecrions from NT and central NSW in readiness for computerisation,

11. FUNDING

T tncrease the level of government and non-government funding

* In the NSW state Budger announced in May 1996, the Museum gained $19.759 million capital funding
over five years. The allocarion provides $12.1 million over five years for enhanced public programs and
the development of a new gallery focusing on Australia’s biodiversity; $2.8 million over four years for
further research into threatened and endangered species and improved communication with, and assistance
tor, community groups and local councils; $1.8 million over three years to expand the MuseumOs
information technology infrastrucrure; and $3 million over four years to achieve temperature and
humidiry control to preserve collections and meet required standards of healch,

PAYMENT PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Schedule of accounts payable at 30 June, 1997 Accounts Paid on time for the year ended 30 June, 1997
Current 81,064,531  Percentage of accounts paid on time GO%

Less than 30 days overdue 5173,253  Total amount of accounts paid on time 87,572,341
30 to 60 days overdue 852,007 Total amount of accounts paid §12,605.852
60 to 90 days overdue §79.851

over 90 days overdue $18,407

[OTAL 41,388,049

Commentary on action taken

The problems affecting the prompr payment of accounts this year have been associated with the low level of
cash available, An agreement with Treasury to allow early drawdowns of cash and a change in administrative
procedures will now enable payments to be processed on a due dace basis.



PUBLICATIONS

ANTHROPOLOGY

Bolton, L., 1996 . Tahigogona's sisters: women, mats
and landscape on Ambae, In J. Bonnemaison, C,
Kaufmann, K. Huffman and D. Tryon (eds) Ary of

Vienwatn, Crawtord House Publishing, Bathurse.
Bolton, L., 1996, The real value of women's craft, (A review

of The necessity of drafts: development and women's craft
practice in the Asian-Pacific region edited by Lorna Kaino),
Artlmk: Australia Cantemporary art Qm.’r‘ryrf_ ¥ LG(A%T0-T1
Bolton, L., 1997 A place containing many places: museums
and rthe use of objects to represent place in Melanesia, In D,
Losche (ed) Anthro/aescheries: the culrural consrrucrion of
aesthetic objects, The Anstvalian Journal of Anthropulugy.
Specreed Tssne 8(1%18-34

Carrillo, Y., Gordon, P, and White, P., 1997 Austivelicn
Mausesom's Abwrignal Collections from the South Coast Avea of
New South Wales,

Division of Anthropology, Australian Museum.
Hiscock, P., and Atcenbrow, V., 1996. Backed into a
carner, Awstralian Archaenlogy 42:64-65,

Kahn, K., 1996. Catalogue of the Rorh Collection of
Aboriginal Arrefacts from North Queensland, Volume 2,
Technical Reports of the Australian Museum No. 12, Sydney.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Chassagnard, M. T., and McEvey, S.F,, 1997. Le genre
Pharticella Duda de la région Afrorropicale et de
Sumarra. Description de deux nouvelles espeéces
(Diprera:  Drosophilidae).  Awwales de  fla Société
entomologigue de France (Nouvelle serie) 33(1): 81-87.
Symons, S., and Gregory, F., 1997, Australtan Musenm
Annsal Reporr 1995-96. ISSN 1039-4141.
DIRECTOR'S OFFICE

Griffin, D.J.G., 1996. The Question of Leadership,
Muse, August-Seprember.

Griffin, D.J.G., 1996, The Culrure of Collecting, Muse,
Ocrober-November.

Griffin, D.J.G., 1996, In Pursuir of Ideals and Ideas,
Muse, December-January.

Griffin, D.J.G., 1997. Plan for a Successful Fucure,
Muse, February-March.

Griffin, D.J.G & Sullivan, T.J., 1997. Working
Towards a Shared History, Mas, April-May.

Griffin, D.J.G., 1997, The Hard Decisions: Protecting
Smelly Mangroves and Suinking Swamps, Mas, June-
July.

Griffin, D.).G., 1996. In Retrospect, Musenms National,
Vol, 5, No. 2, November,

Griffin, D.J.G., 1996, Meanings in the Bones: Museum
Furures and Indigenous Australians, Mucewn MNetinnal,
Vol. 5, No. 2, November.

Griffin, D.J.G., 1996 Alternative Government
Funding Mechanisms Culture ar the Crosroads: Incréasing
the lewel of government support for the Arts, Conference
Repore, National Campaign for the Arts Australia,
Griffin, D.J.G., 1997. ‘Biodiversity of the

Abercrombie River', Nationl Parks Jownal . Nol. 41, No. 1.
Sullivan, T.J., and Kelly, L., 1997, Front-End
Evaluation: Beyond the Field of Dreams, Musenm
National, Vol 5 No. 4, May.

g ppemndiges

EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Jones, AR, 1997, Bortany Bay benthos: status and
management, Wetlands (Australia) 16 (1):11-24
Christy, M., Burtermer WA, van der Weilen, M., Dain,
5.0 1996. Cutaneous properties of the Green and Golden
Bell Erog Limvia anrea, Anstralian Zoologist 30:134-138.
Christy, M.T., 1996. The efficacy of wsing Passive
Integrated Transponder (PIT) tags withour anaesthetic
in free-living frogs, Awstralian Zonlogase, 30:139-142.
Major R.E., Gowing G., and Kendal C.E., 1996, Nest
predation in Australian urban environments and the role
of the pied currawong Strepere graculing, Awst. J. Ecol, 21:
399-409.

Pyke, G.H., Christy, M., & Major, R.E., 1996,
Territoriality in honeyeaters: reviewing the concept and
evaluaring available information Awsr. [ Zosl. 44 297-
ST

Osborne, R.AL, 1996, Geodiversity, Geoconservation,
Regional Forest Assessment and the Auseralian Narural

Heritage Charter : apporrunicies for a new approach o
geology. S.U.C.OG.G. Symposenm  The Geologrcal
Evolution of Eastern Australia Alstracts : 24-25.

Osborne, R.AL, 1997, Rehabilitanion of the Wellingron

Caves Phosphare Mine: implicarions for Cainozoic

stravigraphy. Proceedings of the Linnean Socrery of New South
Weales. 117: 175-180

Osborne, R.AL, 1997, Wellington Caves and Phosphate

Mine in E.J. Morgan ed. Geology and Merallogenesis of
the Fifield-Peak Hill-Wellingron- Gulgong- Mudgee

region of New South Wales Field Conference Guide.

New  South Wales  Geologreal  Swrvey  Report GS

1997/080;102-105,

Sutherland, F.L., 1996. The Creraceous/Terriary-

boundary impact and its global effects with reference to
Australia. AGSO Journal of Australian Geology &

Geophysics 16 (4): 567-585.

Sutherland, FL.. Hendry, D.E. Barron, B.)., Mathews
W.L., Holhs, .D., 1996, An unusual Tasmaman Tertary

basalt sequence, near Boat Harbour, Northwest

Tasmania. Recovds of the Anstralian Muserm 48: 131-161.

Sutherdand, FL. and Coenraads; RR., 1996, An unusual ruby-
sapphire-sapphirine-spinel  assemblage  from  the  Tertiary
Barringron volcae provinee, Mameralogual Magazne 60 623638,
Sutherland, EL., 1996. Magma genesis below long lava
flow provinces, norch Queensland. Pp. 88-89. In PW.
Whitehead (compl. and ed.) Conference Abstracts Long
Lava Flpws, Dept. Barch Saences, James Cook University
of North Queensland, Townsville.

Sutherland, FL., 1996, KT impact, Deccan and
Greenland plumes and Auseralia. Eos, Transactions,
Americon Gegphysical Union 77 (22), Western Pacific
Geophysics Meeting Supplement, W76-77.

Sutherland, EL., Robertson, A.D. Barron, B.J.. & Pogson,
R.R... The R()L‘L‘.h:lmptml plume and 1rs Late Mesozoic
trace? Mesozoic Geology of the Eastern Australian Plare
Conference.  Geologieal Soceety of Awstralia Extended
Abstracts 43: 519 - 527,

Sutherland, FL., 1996, Missing volcanoes, plumes,
geotherms and gemstones, Pp. 12-13. In The Gealogical
Evolution of  Eastern  Awstralia Symposium.  Sydney
Universities Consortium of Geology and Geophysics,
University of Sydney.

Attenbrow, V., Sutherland, L., Barron, .. & Hashimoto, R,
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1997. The origin of pumice ac Balmoral Beach
Aboriginal Shell Midden: Sixth Awstralian Archaeometry
Conference Abstraces, Australian Museum. 5

Sutherland, EL., 1997, Gems from the Mesozoic QY6
Conference, Brisbane. The Australian Gemmaligrst 19 (9): 103

Wilkins, C.. & Osborne, R.AL, 1996, Interpretation of

geological heritage in New South Wales. Pp. 51-58. In
R.A Facer, ed. Geology and the Community: Ninth
Edgeworth David Day Symposium. Edgeworth [)'.wid.
Sociery & Earth Resources Foundarion, University of
Sydney. (ISBN 0 947335 894.) ¢ 51-58.

Adrain, J.M.. & Edgecombe, G.D., 1996, Devonian aulacopleurid
trilobires of the Malvinokalfric Realm. Geobies 29:417-136.
Blieck. A., Gagnier, PY.. Bigey, FP.Edgecombe, G.D.,
Janvier, P., Loboziak, 8., Rachebocuf, PR, Sempere, T., &
Steemans, P, 1996, New Devonian fossil localities in
Bolivia. Jowrnal of South American Earth Scrences 9:295-308,
Carvalho, M. da GP de., Edgecombe, G.D., & Licberman, BS.,
1997 Devonian calmoniid trilobites from the Parna'ba Basin,
Piau’ State, Brazil. Amertcan Museron Novitates 3192:1-11.
Chatterton, B.D.E,, Edgecombe, G.D., Vaccari, N.E. &
Waisfeld, B.G., 1997, Ontogeny and relationships of the
Ordovician odontopleurid trilobite Ceratocara, with new

species from Argentina and New York. Jowmal of

Paleontology 71:108-125.

Chen J=v., Ramskold, L., Edgecombe, G.D.. & Zhou G-q.,
1996. Xandarellida, pp. 160-165 in Chen J-y, Zhou G .q,
Zhu M-y & Yeh K-y. The Chengjiang Biora. A Unique
Window of the Cambrian Explosion. Taipei: National
Museum of Natural Science.

Chen J-y, Edgecombe, G.D., & Ramskold, L., 1997
Morphological and ecological disparity 1n naraoids
(Arthropoda) from the Early Cambrian Chengjiang
fauna, China. Reconds of the Awstraltan Musenm 49:1-24,
Edgecombe, G.D., Chaterton, B.D.E., Vaccari, N.E., &
Waisfeld, B.G., 1997. Ontogeny of the proetoid trilobite
Stenoblepharnm, and relationships of a new species from

the Upper Ordovician of Argentina.  Jowrnal of

Paleontology T1:419-433.

Johanson, Z., 1996. Revision of the Lare Creraceous
Norch  American marsupial  genus  Alpbadon.
Palaeontographica A 242:127-184.

Johanson, Z., 1996. New marsupial from the Forr Union

Formation, Swain Quarry, Wyoming. Jeurnal of

Paleontology 71:1023-1031

Johanson, Z., & Ahlberg, PE, 1997 New rristichopterid
(Ostelepiformes;  Sarcopterygii) from the Mandagery
Sandsrone (Fammenian) near Canowindra, N.S,W., Australia,
Transactions of the Royad Swiety of Edmbargh: Earth Sciences,
Ramskild L. & FEdgecombe, GID., 1996, Trlobire appendage
structure - Earedlichia reconsidered. Alcheringa 20; 269-276,
Ramskold L., Chen, J-y., Edgecombe, G.D., & Zhou, G-q.,
1997. Cindarella and the arachnare clade Xandarellida
(Arthropoda, Early Cambrian) from China, Transactions of
the Royal Soczety of Edinburgh: Earth Sciences.

EDUCATION

Kelly, L. and Sullivan, T. 1997,

Front-end Evaluation - Beyond rhe “Field of Dreams”,
Mausenm National, May; Vol. 5 No. 4, May.

Robinson, M.; 1996-1997, ‘Nature Calls’, a regular
column in Gueding i Australia, Girl Guides Association
of Australia.

INFORMATION SCIENCIE
Cantrell, C, 1996. ‘Alfred Edmund Finckh', Australian
Dictionary of Biography, vol 14

INVERTEBRATE Z00LOGY

Bennetr, M.B., M.R. Heuphel, S.M. Bennerr and
A.R. Parker, 1997, Shena  orve (Myodocopa:
Cypridinidae), an ostracod parasitic on the gills of the
epaulecte sharck, Hemaseyllinm ocellarum (Elasmobranchii;
Henuseyllidae). International fouwrnal for Pavasitology 27:
275-281,

Bickel, D.J. & Wei Lien-meng, 1996, Dolichopodidae
(Diptera) from southwestern China. Part L Orental Disects
30:251-277.

Bickel, D.J., 1996. Thinempis, a new genus from
Australia and New Zealand (Diprera: Empididae), wich
notes on the tnbal classificacion of the Empidinae.
Systematic Entomology 21: 115-128.

Bickel, D.J.. 1996. Smoke Flies (Diptera: Platypezidac)
and the Sydney bushfires. Awstraliaon Entomologese 25: T7-78.
Bickel, D.J., 1996, Australian Asyndetns Loew and
Criptophleps Lichewarde (Diptera: Dolichopodidae), with
notes on the Orental and Western Pacific faunas,
Tnvertehrate Taxonamy 105 1151-1170,

Bickel, D.J., 1996, Restricted and widespread raxa in
the Pacific: biogeographic processes in the fly family
Dolichopodidae (Diptera), pp. 331-346. In: A. Keast &
S. Miller (eds.), The orsgin and evolution of Pacific Lsland
biotas, New Guinga to casternt Polynesta: Patterns and processes.
SPB Academic Publishing by, Amsterdam. viit + 531 pp.
Bickel, D.J., 1997. Is the parthenogenetic Hawaiian fly
Diaphorus parthonus (Hardy & Kohn) an  Australian
stowaway? Records of the Hawazran Biologreal Survey for 1996-
Pert 2: Nores. Bishop Musenm Occasional Papers 49: 32-37.
Cassis, G., and Malipatl, M.P,, 1997, Taxonomic review
of Creonttades Distant in Australia (Hemiprera: Miridae:
Mirinac), Awitralan Jornal of Entomology, 36; 1-14.
Cassis, G:, 1997. Book review of True Bugs of the
World. Classificavion and Narural History. Awstradian

Journal of Entomology. 36: 74-80,

Cassis, ., 1997  Intraducrion k'.{f-hfm'.'a[n' af Life
exbibition catalogue. pp 4-5

Colman, P.H., 1996, Mollusca. In: M. Davies.
C.R.Twidale and M.]J.Tyler (eds), Natural Histary of the
Flmders Ranges. Royal Society of South Australia.
Hertz, J. & Ponder, W.F.,, 1996. Lirobarleeta Ponder,
1985 (Mollusca, Gastropoda): proposed designation of
Alvania nigrescens Bartsch & Rehder, 1939 as the type
species. Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature, 53(case 2935):
171-172.

Hutchings. P., 1996. The Terebellidae from the Wallabi
Group, Houtman Abrolhos Islands, Western Australia,
Proceedings of the Seventh Internatival Muvine Biological
Workshop 2:459-501.

Hutchings, P., and Smith R.1., 1997 Descriptions of
new species and comments on previously described
species of Terebellid Polychactes from New Zealand.
Bulletin of Marine Science 6O(2): 324-349.

Hunt, G.S., 1996a. A preliminary phylogenetic analysis
of Australian Triacnonychidae (Arachnida: Opiliones).
Ruvue Sutsse de Zoologie vol. hors seric; 295-308

Hunt, GS, 1996, A review of the genus  Pedmeortesella
Hammer in Auscralin (Acaring:  Cryptostigmata:
Pedrocorrescllicae), Reaords of the Austrialiien Museuny 48: 223-286.



Hunt, G5, 1996c. A review of rthe genus
Hexachaetoniella  Paschoal  in Australia  (Acarina:
Cryprostigmata: Pedrocortesellidae). Records of the
Auwstralian Muserm 48: 287-302,

Huntg, G.S., 1996d. Description of predominantly
arboreal plateremaeord mites from eastern Auseralia

(Acarnina: Cryprostigmata: Placeremacoidea), Reconds of

the Australum Musenm 48; 303-324,

Hunt, G.5., 1996¢e. A review of the tamily Pheroliodidae
Paschoal in  Australia  (Acarina:  Cryprostigmata
Plateremacoidea). Records of the Australian Musenm A8:
325.358

Keable, 5.)., 1995 Seructure of the marine invertebrate
scavenging guild of a tropical reef ecosystem: field

studies at Lizard Island, Queensland, Auscralia_Jornal of

Natwrval History 29: 27-45,

Keable, S., 1996. The synonymy of Nuratoluna
mryamotor Nunomura, 1991 with Natatolana japonensis
(Richardson, 1904) (Isopoda: Cirolanidae) and a
redescription of the species. Crustacean Research 25: 7-15.
Kitching, R.L. and Theischinger, G. (Rescarch
Associate), 1996, The biodiversity of archropods from
Australian  rainforest canopies: Tipulidae, with a
description of the new species Leprotarius (Macvomastix)
alfre Theischanger. Entomologese 115(3): 140-153.
Lowry, J.K. and Stoddart, H.E., 1996. New
lysianassoid amphipod species from Namibia and
Madagascar  (Lysianassidae  Dana, 1849  and
Podopriontidae fam nov. ).

Boll. Mus. Cini 51, Nat. Veroma 200 225-247.

Moulds, M.S.. 1996, The Australian cicada fauna, In
Rentz, D.CE (ed), Nature sounds of Awstralia, Sound
Heritage Association, Canberra. Pp 91-94.

Parker, A.R., 1995, Discovery ot tunctional indescence

and its coevolution with eyes in the phylogeny of
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Proceedings of the Linnean Soctety of New South Wales 116:
233-245.
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Corduluidae). Odomatologica 25: 275-282.
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Boles, W.E., 1097, Hindlimb proportions and
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Edgecombe, G.D., Chatterton, B.D.E. Vaceari, N.E.. &
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Ramskdld, L., and Edgecombe, G.D., 1996, Trilobite
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Alcheringa, 20:269-276,

Wilson G. & Ho L., 1996, Crewescas Nicholls, 1944
(Isopoda, Phreatoicidae): systematics and population
biology of a new species from New South Wales,
Records of the Australian Museum 48:7-32.

CENTRE FOR EVOLUTIONARY RESEARCH

Gowing G., & MajorE., 1995 The Nest Test experiment:
are community involvement and good science mutually
exclusive? Maseson Management and Curatorship 14: 169-80).
Major, R.E., & Kendal, CE.. 1996. The contribution of
artificial nest experiments to our understanding of avian
reproductive success: a review of methods and
conclusions, by 138 298-507.

PEOPLE AND PLACE RESEARCH CENTRE

Allen, J.A., Holdaway, S., & Fullagar, R, 1997
Identitying specialisation, production and exchange in
the archacological record: the case of shell bead
manufacture on Motupore Island, Papua. Archaeology
Oceanu 32:13-38.

Bird, R.. Torrence, R., Summerhaves, G. and Bailey, G,
1997, New Britain obsidian sources, Archacology
Oceanra 32: 61-67.

Boyd, B.. & Torrence, R., 1996, Periodic erosion and
human land vse on Garua Island, PNG: A progress
report.  In S. Ulm, L Lilley and A. Ross (eds.)
Awnstralian Archacolugy *95. pp. 255=74. /Se
University of Queensland.

Flannery, T.F, Bellwood, P, White, ].P., Moore, A., Bocadi
& Nitthaminoto, G., 1995, marsupials
(Macropodidae, Peroryctidae) and other mammals of
Holocene age from Halmahera, Norch Moluccas,
Indonesia. Alcherings 19:17-25.

Fullagar, R., & David, B.. 1997. Investigating changing
attitudes towards an Australian Aboriginal Dreaming
mountain: over 37,000 vears of occupation via residue
and usewear analyses of stone artefacts. Cambride
Archawolugical Journal 7(1):139-44,

Fullagar, R., and Furby, J., 1997 Pleistocene seed grinding
implements from the Australian arid zone. Antrgurty 71.
Fullagar, R., Price, D., and Head, L., 1996. Early human
occupation of northern Australia: stratigraphy and
dacing of the Jinmium rock-shelrer, Northern Territory.
Antrgurey T0:751-73.

Head, L., and Fullagar. R.. 1997, Hunter-gatherer archacology
and pastoral contact: perspectives from norchwest Northern
Territory, World Archaeology 28(3):418-428,

Machida, H., Blong, R., Moriwaki, H., Hayakawa, Y., Talai,
B.. Lolock, D.Specht. J..Torrence, R.Pain, C., 1990,
Holocene explosive eruptions of Witori and Dakataua
volcanoes in West New Britain, Papua New Guinei and
their possible impact oo human environment.
Quaternary International 35/36: (G5-78.

Tagon, PS.C., 1996. Review of Knut Helskog and
Bjornar OlsenOs (eds.) OPerceiving rock art: social and
political perspectives’. Antrquity 70(270):1015-16.
Tagon, PS.C., 1997 Archaeolopy, adventure and alarm
(or survival skills for arc lovers). Intercept 18:1.4.
Tagon, P.S.C., and Fullagar, R.. 1996. Living with the
past. Sydney Morning Herald 49629:13.
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Tagon, P.S.C., Wilson, M., and Chippindale, C.. 1996,
Birth of the Rainbow Serpent in Arnhem Land rock art
and oral history. Archacalogy tn Oceanta 31(3):103-24.
Torrence, R, 1996, Trade, Prehistoric, in B. Fagan (ed.)
Oxford Companion to Avchaeolugy, pp. 718-20. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Torrence, R., 1990  Prehistoric obsidian trade, in B
Fagan (ed.) Oxford Companion to Archaeology, pp. 721-
2. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Torrence, R., 1997 Dear Wal. Archaeology i Occamia 32:1-3
Torrence, R., and Summerhayes, G., 1997, Sociality and
the short distance crader: intro-regional obsidian
exchange in the Willaumez region, Papua New Guinea.
Archavology in Oceanta 32: T4-84.

Torrence, R., and White, P. (eds).. For the Expertmental
Archacologist: Papers Presented to Wal Ambrose. Archaeology
in Oceama 32 (1)

Torrence, R., Specht, |, Fullagar, R., and Summerhayes, G.,
1996. Which obsidian 1s worth it? A view from the West
New Britain sources, In Irwin, J., Davidson, J., Pawley,
A. and Brown, D, (eds), Oceanic Caltural History: Essays i
Honour of Roger Greem.. 211-224. Wellington, New
Zealand Journal of Archaeology Special Publication.

OVERSEAS TRAVEL

Overseas visits with the main purposes highlighred

ANTHROPOLOGY

Phil Gordon visited Japan during March 1997, He was
invited to present a paper at a forum hosted by the Japan
Foundation Asia. The Forum discussed issues relating to
the preservation of culrural heritage in the Sourh-East
Asia area by the development of community museams.
Barrina South travelled ro Sweden to present the paper
"Where do Indigenous People Stand
in AustralianMuseums, ar the 4ch Worlds” Indigenous
Youth Conference in June 1997,

Jim Specht travelled o Vanuaru in August 1996 to
present a paper at the Third Lapita Conterence held at
the new National Museum of Vanuatu, Port Vila. Dr
Specht also visited Papua New Guinea in July 1996 and
June 1997 o assist Dr Robin Torrence's archaeological
research project on Garua Island, West New Bricain,
Paul Tagon travelled to San Fruncisco, USA, in
November 1996 for 10 days to present an invited paper
at the 95th American Antchropological Association
Meeting. Robin Torrence travelled to the USA and UK
in April 1997 to present a series of conference papers and
SCIMINArs,

DIRECTOR

Des Griffin travelled to Cambridge, UK to present a
paper: "Natural History Collections - A Resource for the
Future: Who owns the Collections?” to the Second World
Congress on the Conservation and Preservation of
Narural History Collecrions August 1996.

EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Alan Jones made a presentation to an international conference
in San Diego on Crustacean biology n July 1996.

Richard Major spent eighe weeks i Capetown, South
Africa collaborating with the University of Wollongong on
a project investigating the impact of invasion of Australian
acacias on invertebrate communiries in Sauth Africa
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Graham Pyke carried out ficldwork in the North Island
of New Zealand as part of his research on the endangered
Green and Golden Bell Frog, he also presented a
conference paper to the New Zealand Society for
Research on Amphibians and Repriles ar Katkoura on
the South Island of New Zealand

Alex Ritchie acted as courier on the ourward journey and
Robert Jones on the inward journey when “Eric” the
opalised pliosaur toured to Japan in July-Auguse 1996

EDUCATION

Sheryl Connors visited the National Museum of the
American Indian in New York whilse arrending  rthe
“World Indigenous People’s Conference” on Education in
New Mexico, USA 1in July.

Lynda Kelly attended the “Australasian Evaluation
Sociery’ conference in Wellingron, NZ, chaired the Arrs,
Culrure and Heritage Special Interest Group session and
visited the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa
in August/Seprember 1996,

Sarah Main artended the American Association of Youth
Museums conference “Transforming the Learning
Landscapes’ in Indianapolis, USA in June 1997,

INVERTEBRATE Z0OLOGY

Dan Bickel collected flies i southern Chile and spent a week
at the Srmuchsonian Instieution studying the insecr collection.
Patr Hutchings spent a week diving in the Dutch Antilles
in the Caribbean and was able to look ac a variety of these
reefs and compare them with those occurring on the
Grear Barnier Reef in July.

Max Moulds spent 5 weeks in Papua New Guinea
working at the Wau Ecology Insitute, Christenson
Research Institute and with Ok Tedi Mining Led doing
research for his PhD studies on cicadas.

Buz Wilson rtravelled o the Scripps Institution of

Oceanography, San Diego, California to pack up the
isopod collection during July.

LIZARD ISLAND REEF RESEARCH STATION
Anne Hoggerr and Lyle Vail atrended the International
Echinoderm Conference in San Francisco.

I'HE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Carole Bibby represented cthe Society at the World
Federarion of Friends of Museums Congress in Mexico.

VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY

Dianne Bray and Mark McGrouther participated in a
multi-institucional fish survey of northern Vanuatu,
Numerous new species records and distriburional range
extensions of fishes were collecred.

Tim Flannery travelled to London for the launch of his
book, Tree Kangaroos: a curious natural history.

Jeff Leis was the Visiting Professor, Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Erudes, Université de Perpignan, France where
he worked on a collaborative research project with the
scientists there. He also visited marine labs in other parts
of France and in Spain. He was an Invited Visiting
Rescarcher at the Sekai National Fisheries Research
Organisation, Ishigaki, Branch, Japan.

John Paxton spent three monchs in Japan as a Visiting
Professor ar the University of Tokyo's Ocean Research
Institute, where he gave lectures, advised graduace
students and conducted research on deepsea whaletishes.
He also gave leceures ar Hokkaido University, School of
Fisheries 1in Hakodare, Kyoto University, Fukui
Prefecrural University in Obama, and rhe National
Science Museum, Tokyo.

Ross Sadlier undertook fieldwork ra New Caledonia in
November 1996 as herpetologist in a survey team
assessing areas of conservanion significance in the
Northern Province, and in February 1997 accompanying
Prof. Aaron Bauer (Villanova Univ., USA) in
collaborarive research on the lizards of New Caledonia

LIZARD ISLAND REEF RESEARCH FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

John Barraclough, AM George Bennett, Lord Carto of Cairncarto, Kennech Coles (€ ‘hairman), Lucy Hughes-Turnbull,
Andrew Green (Secrerary and Treasurer), Des Griffin AM, Trevor Haworch AM, Vivian King Raymond Kirby A0,
Theodore G. Onisforou, Peter Philips AM  Robert Purves and Charles Warman AM. .

James Creer, Robyn Holt & Nicola Ward resigned from the Foundacion during the year,

NSW Ereedam of Information Act, 1989

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION STATISTICS

SECTION A Numbers of new FOI requests - Informartion relating to numbers of new FOI requeses
received, those processed and those incomplere from the previous record

FOl REQUESTS PERSONAL

Al New (including transferred in) 0 STHER EOTAL
A2 Brought Forward 0 1 1

A3 Total to be processed 0 1 |

A4 Completed 0 (0 0

A5 Transferred out 0 0 0

A6 Withdrawn 0 0 0

A7 Total processed 0 0 0

A8 Unfinished (carried forward) 0 1 1

Sections B ro L of the FOI reporting framework are not applicable for che reporting period.
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The Australtan Museaom gratefilly acknowledges the support of:

MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALTAN
MUSEUM FOUNDATION

PATRONS

Akubra Hats

BIIP

Blue Circle Southern Cement

Grace Bros

Jumes Hardic Industries

IBM Australia

The Estare of Ken and Yasuko Myer
The Australian Museum Sociery

RENEFACTORS

BHP Community Trust

David and Naomi Block

Calrex Oil (Ausrcralia)

CS First Bosron Australia (Holdings)
Nartional Mutual

SC Johnson and Son

Unilever Australia
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ABC Radio National

ABC TV

Ansett Australia

Apple Compurer (Australia)
Australia Council for the Arts
Australian Mulriculrural Foundation
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Mr and Mrs Cudlipp

Department of Environment, Sport and Territories
Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology Inc.
Hewlert Packard

Jackson Wells Communications Pry Lrd
S. Moriarty
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Sydney Ciry Council
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Vittel Mineral Warer

Vodafone

William Bowmore

WorldxChange Telecommunications

In May the Museum was notified thar it would
receive funds from the Vickery Estate, The
Australian Museum gratefully acknowledges the
material and financial support it has received from
the Vickery family over a number of years.
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AAP Informarion Services

American Express International
Australian Geographic
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Suncorp Insurance and Finance

One anonymous donor

so21puaddr



appendices

Lj

(

appen d 7

CONSULTANTS

During the year the Musecum employed the
services of one consultant costing over $30,000:
Peddle Thorpe & Walker for a Site Development
Masterplan DA Preparation including heritage
consultancy, at a cost of $158,080. The services of
twenty consultants each costing less than $50,000
were engaged, ac a total cost of $222,332.83,

DISABILITY PLAN
The Australian Museum aims to provide appropriate
access and employment opportunities to people with
disabilities  through the implementation of our
Disability Strategic Plan.

During the reporting year lighting and signage has been
improved and the informartion desk lowered for easier
access; hand rals have been insralled in many exhibitions
ro assist special needs groups and Front Of House staff
have participated in Customer Relations training which
covers assues relating  to assisting  people  with
cdisabilities. Public areas within the Museum have
wheelchair access and parking is available upon request
tor disabled visitors including mini bus parking
faciliries, wheelchairs are also available. There are
chisabled toilet and public telephone facilivies.

The Museum's Education division continued ro arrange
Touch Table and hands-on sessions for special needs
groups, and tailor tours to meet special needs of
individuals. The Museum employs a total of 18 people
identified as having a physical disability represencing
5.5% of employees,
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