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AN.NUAL REPORT 

OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1955 

To H1s ExcELLENCY TBE GOVERNOR, 

The Trustees of the Australiau Museum have the honour to 
submit to Your Excellency their oue-hundred and first Annual 
Report for tho year ending-30th June, 1955. 

1. TRUSTEES. 
In December, 1954, Mr. n. B. Muthews was unanimously 

elected President for the year 1955. 

No changes in membership of the Board of Trustees have 
occurred during the year. 

The list of Trustees as ut 30th June, 1955, is shown in 
Appendix "A". 

2. STAFF. 
Dr. A. B. Walkom, whose impending reti rement from the 

Directorship of the ~useum waK rcf(•a·rrd to in last year's 
Report retired on 1st ~ovember und Dr. J. W. Evans assumed 
duties as his successor on 2nd November. 

Mr .. J. R. !<iughorn was elected President of the Royal 
Zoologacal Socaety of New South Wales for the fifth time and 
has attended all meetings of the Fauna Protection Panel as 
Museum representative. 

The Royal Society of New South Wales invited Mr. R. 0. 
Chalmers to deliver the Clarke Mt•morilll Lecture for 195:i. 
The title of Mr. Chalmers' addres~ was "Some Aspects of 
N.S.W. Gemstones". 

Miss Elizabeth Pope returned in September from her overseas 
study visit. 

Mr. D. McAlpinc, a former Science Trainee, took his degree 
in Science with First Class Honours in Zoology in March anll 
commenced work at the Museum on 1st April. 

Miss Nancy Adams, who had been an AHsistant in the Dcporl· 
ment of Entomology, dieu in January, 1955. She hnd given 
loyal and conscientious service to the MuHcum over a period of 
twenty-six years. Miss P. Goodwin was appointed As11istant 
in the Department of Entomology in March, 1955. 

Mr. H. Cogger, who until February was a Cadet Prcparator, 
was appointed to a Science Trainee~hip in Zoology and com· 
menced studies at the University in March. 

Mr. N. Camps, Assistant Preparator, resigned in April to 
take an appointment in New Guinea. 

Miss L. Roughtou, B.A., acted as Library Assistant (seconded 
from the Public Library of New South Wales) until 29th 
Oct?ber, 1954, aud Miss J. Stanton, B.A., has served as Librnry 
AsSIStant for the rest of the current year. 

3 . FIELD WORK. 
Mr. E. Troughton and Mr. N. Camps spent two mouths in 

the Westeru Uighlnnds of New Guinea and made extensive 
collections for the Museum. 

Miss Elizabeth Pope worked in Tnsmania for a period in 
February on a continuation of her studies of shore ecology. 
. Tw.o visits were paid to Brewarriua by Mr. H. 0. Flctchcr 
m order to secure fossil bones of Diprotodon exposed on the 
bank of the Darling River. Mr. Flctchcr also carried out 
palaeontological investigations for the Geological Survey of 
New South Wales in the Eden and Pumbula district and col· 
lected Permian fossil plants at Ulan, near Mudgee. 

Three visits were made to the Prospect Q-uarries by Mr. 
R. 0. Chalmers, who also spent a week in company with olllcers 
?f the State Geological Survey in examining uranium localities 
In New England. 

4. GALLERY EXHIBITS. 
A land crab exhibit and a model of Play.~olic. (Bluebottle) 

have been installed in the Invertebrate Gallery. 
. A Mountain Parrot habitat group is under active construe· 

hon. 

. The third of the pro,jected series of Hix lnrge wall paintings 
~n the Anthropologtcnl Gallery iM tH'ltrly tomplcte. Plans aro 
m hand for the completion of the Austrnlian Aboriginal Gallery 
by the addition of inter-pillar ca~c~~ for the <li~play of ~mall 
objects which form part of the culture of these p<'opl<'. 

The. first of a projected series of special quarterly exhibits 
was displayed in the front hall in June. This was a model 
of an extinct reptile, accompanied by an illustration painted 

by the Museum artist, Mr. J. Beeman, of a reconstruction 
of the :ntimul in its natural surroundings. Every department 
wrll furnish one of these exhibits in rotation. 

A long:term plan for gallery developments has been prepared 
by the Ducetor and staff of the Museum, with the co-operation 
of a scientific Trustee. 

5. LIBRARY. 
One hund~ed and forty-eight volumes were registered during 

the year. Nmcty·one of these were books (sixty-nine presented) 
:lnd fifty-seven were bound volumes of periodicals. 

The Museum Library is used regularly by Universities Gov· 
e~nmeut Departments, hospitals, museums and other organisn· 
hons. Books to meet these loan~, which are made ou an 
inter-library basi::;, were forwarded to all States. 

During the ycaa· a request was made to the Public Librarian 
for the MuHeum Library to be reeatalo~ued and later serviced 
by the staff of the Public Library. .Following an inspection 
of the Museum Library the Principal Librarian submitted a 
report to the Public Service Board and further developments 
are awaited. 

The Library Supervisor, as Editorial Assist.'lnt, has assisted 
with the editing and preparation of the Museum's publications. 

6 . PUBLICATIONS. 
During the year Volume XXIII, No. 5, of the "Records'' was 

sent to the prebs but was not published during the fill:lncial 
year. 

Volume XI, Nos. 7·10 inclusive, of the .dustralian Musewm 
Magazine were issued. 

7. LECTURES. 
Tweh·c Popular Science Lectures were delivered during the 

year. Of these half were given by visiting lecturers and the 
remainder by members of the staff. The attendance was 1,41 2 
(average 118) as compared with 1,270 (average 106) for 
1953-54. 

8. BUILDINGS. 
Following the flooding of the galleries after heavy rain 

an inSJ>eetion of the roof was made by the Department of 
Public Works. As a result, the provision of a new copper 
roof was recommended and approved. Other repairs to the 
roof have already been undertaken. 

No major additions bave been made to t he buildings but 
plans for the two first floors of a projected new wing are well 
:ldvanced. Arrangements have been made for temporary storage 
accommodation to be made available at Shea's Creek. This 
will relieve the acute storage position at the Museum until 
such time as the new. wing is constructed. 

9. FINANCE. 
Expenditure from Consolidated Revenue for the year (cxclud· 

ing Statutory Endowment of £1,000) was £53 15~1 6s. 5d. 
compared witb £48,314 9s. last year. Net expend1ture from 
Trustees' Account Funds (including Statutory Endowment) 
was £1,249 13s. 9d. compared with £3,264 17s. 6d. for 
1953-54. 

Tbe cash balance in the Trustees' Account at 30th J une, 
1955, was £766 18s. 8d. Trustees' invested funds at 30th 
June 1955 were Commonwealth Inscribed Stock, £5,850; Syd· 
ney County Council, £1,0~0; Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and 
Drainage Board Inscrabed Stock, £2,500; Commonwealth 
Savings Bank, £323 12s. 2d. 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the year is 
contained in Appendix "B". 

10. PUBUC ATTENDANCES. 
Statistics of Attendances for the years 1950·51 to 1954·55 

arc as follows:-

Year . Week-da.ys. Sundays. Total 

1950-51 167,675 72,194 239,869 
195 1-52 169,787 77,317 247,104 
1952-53 211,544 78,148 289,692 
1953-54 188,354 71,419 259,773 
1954-55 185,345 76,959 261,304 
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11. PUBLICITY. 
The exhibit at the Royal Agriculturol Show, which nttrnc~f.~ 

much favourable com111ent, featured all branc!1,es of 
1 · · · u 1 f 1 •·1· ··ty for the J.Uuseum ana Museun1's acll\' lllca. e P u i>Uv lCl d· ·1 and the 

Department, about. damage to foliage supposedly caused by 
~mall bats, but wluch was probably a~tually caused by longi. 
corn beetles i a sclectio11 or.. marsupwl pouch-embryos, and 
:~kcletnl matcri.'al, ~v1as prondod for research purposes at 
Ma11chestcr Un1\<c rs1ty. 

been provided. duriug the year both by the ,u Y 
weekly press. 

12. FILMS. 
A film in colour 1150 feet long, showing phases of the 

first part of the ~ec~nt North-western Australian :Mus~um 
Expedition has ~cl'n co~1pleted and added to the collcctlon. 
'l'he work is of lngh quality. 

As in previous years the screening of education.al iilms. for 
school classes has continued as has nlso the ~howmg of hlms 
for children and adults during the school holidays. 

13. THE COLLECTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC WORK. 
The collections are in good order and condition and ~:lVe 

been inspected regularly during the year. On two oecaslous 
during the past year serious damage has occurred to show·cnscs 
in the Bird Gallery. Tl1is has been caused by water da.mnge 
following storms. The insicles of the cases and the spcc1mens 
have been flooded nod it has been necessary to remove the 
latter from the cases and place them on the floor o~ the gallery 
to dry. Water damage has also occurred to specunens ~torcd 
in the drawers under the show-cnscs. 

A check ha& been mnde of all study collections out on lo~n 
and letter~ of reminder sent, where necessary, to those 111 

charge of borrowed material. 
Birds, Repti!C8 ancl Awphibwns. (J. R. K inghorn, Cur~tor; 

J. A. 1\:enst, M.Sc., Assistant Ourntor; H . Coggcr, Sc1once 
Trainee.) 

Nearly 300 birds have been added to the collections. 'l'h.csc 
in<·luded prions oud petrels collected on Sydney beaches dtmng 
gales and O\'er 200 rare and interesting birds collected in the 
~It. Hageu <listrict of New Guinea by ~!essrs. Troughtou ~nd 
Camps. Preliminary sorting of the Macgillivray egg collechon 
has been undertaken. Bird movenlents have been studied at 
J enolan. 

Mr. Kcast has continued his studies in the United Stntcs 
and has examined collections Of Australian birds in the Arncri· 
can Museum of Natural History and elsewhere. 

Approximately 200 reptiles and amphibians were added to 
the collections. Many of these had been collected by member• 
of the staff. Research has continued with the genus ll/lyn· 
clwelaps and tlaree short papers have been written for publica· 
tion. Work is constantly in progress with the referem·c 
collections and Mr. Cogger has attended to their general 
maintenance. Several lectures have been given to outside 
organisations by the Curator. These have included ones on 
snakes ·and the treatment of snake bite given to the Police 
Safety Division and to Medical OIJicers. The inquiries dealt 
with have been very numerous nnd hnve shown an increase 
over previous years. 

Mammal-a ana Skeletons. (E. Le G. Tronghton, Curator.) 

Mr. E. Troughton, accompanied by 1\fr. N. Camps of the 
Department of Preparation, was engaged on field work in the 
Mt. Hagen region of the Western Highlands of New Guinea 
during two months of the year. With the approva l of the 
Administra tor of the Terri tories guidance and assistauvc wus 
provided by l\fr. N. B. Blood of the Now Guinea Administra· 
tion. Base accommodation was mntle a\•ailab!e at the Govcru· 
ment Agriculture Station and assistance from the 
Admin.i!tration included also the provision of native carriers 
free transport and supplies of alcohol for preservative purposes: 
A named representative collection of the specimens secured is 
being lield at the .Museum for late r trnn!!fCr('Jlce to n i\luscum 
in the Territories, when such is estabushed. 

Extensive collections were made covering five localities at 
frolll: 1,400 to ,8,500 feet.. Th.e total number of specimens 
obtamed exceedmg 1,000, mclus1ve of 150 mammals of which 
80 wer~ made up into skins; about 220 bird skins;' a variety 
of ~ephles an<l frogs; freshwater fishes and a great number 
of .ms~cts. The excellence of the result in mamtn:1ls alone 
.s mdicatetl by . the repr~sentntion of 2~ genera, including 
~!even of m.:-rsup1als cover1ng each mnrsuputl family occurring 
m New Gumen. The rodents inclutled five highly spl;'cinlizcd 
genera, such ns the ''giant" trce·rnts Mallo1nys and rriJomy~ 
the fringe-tailed watcr·rat C1·ossom1JS, nncl three genera 0 'r lmt~: 

Assistnnl'l' provided to State departments has included that 
given to the Department o! Agriculture on the eco~omica ot 
the bandicoot aud brusl.a·t~il possum, and to the Chief. Secre· 
tary's Departnll'nt on S!Dlllar problems. Regular meetmg8 of 
Stnte Fauna l'rotection Panel, and the ~ub·Com~ttee on 
l~auna l Hesorvc~; were attended. As well ns mf?rm~~:h.ou given 
to the prc::~s on faunnl matter~, num~rous. mqumes wllre 
answerccl an<l uumhers of spcc1mc.ns 1dentified. Overseas 
\ il;ito11s given f'~~<·i li tics for e.~anunmg the collections have 
included M ,J acqucs Tdpie1·, 1 cpre~enting the International 
Union for tiac Protectiou of Nature; nnd Dr. Elizabeth Horner 
and )Jiss )1. 'l'aylor, I'CSearch workers on mammals from tbo 
U.S.A. 

Sl:elclons.-Series of marsupinl and rodent erania were made 
a\·ailable for study to 1\lr. L . :Marcus, Research Associate of 
the University of ('alifowia ~nd ~lr. J . Mahony of the Ge~IO{,ri· 
cal Depnl'tmonL of the UlllV()l'Slty of s.ydney. Cram~~: of 
•rasmaniR n al.lori~i na Is, and somc> 111:1 rsnp•als, were exnuun.cd 
by Mr. ]!jl1is of the Queen Victo:ia Mnscum, Launces~ou . .f!x· 
ample~ of crania were made :w:ulul.llc for n comparative ser1cs 
iu the Dental Week exhibition. 

Fishes. (G. P. Whitley, Curator.) 

More than .JOO salt and fre!1hwuter fishes were registered 
from all States of Australia except South Australia and from 
Lord Howe Island, New Zealand, Pnpua-New Guinea and New 
Britain. 'l'heso inclu<leJ a few t.vpes of new species or eub· 
speeies several sharks and fishes new to New South Wales, 
a Sailflsh from Queensland and a !:lwordtish from the Arnfura 
Sea. Ca~:ts nrc being llla(le of some of llao;se. 

By e.xchangc with Mr. G. Stokdl some Xcw Zcalanrl fresh· 
water fishes have been reccin~d nntl ~lessrs. Troughton .and 
Camps colleetecl a number of species new to our colll'Chona 
in the Jinllni Ri\'er, Xew Guinea. 

No official field work was done during the year, but I& 
small collection of ruat·ine and freshwater fishes and other 
animals was made by the Curator when he visited Western 
Australia iu his por~onal capacity nnd represented the Aus· 
tralian Museum at the Pan·Inc.liau Ocean Science Association's 
Congress, Perth. 

Information was supplied to the following instit~tions: 
·British Museum (Natural History ), (teeth of !rach1ptm1 
and bibliographical data); ::\luseum of Compnrali\'e Zoology, 
Harvard (teeth of shark, Cotlrophonu<); Zool.ogic~l Muse~m, 
Copenhagen (reference to blind ca\'C fishes) ; F1shenes Stntion, 
i\lan<lapam Cnmp, India (SillCigO ~pp.); C.S.I.R:O: (synooyDly 
and identifications poisonous lis he~. etc.); Donumon Museum, 
Wellington (misccflanaous New Zeal:lncl fishes~; Commonwealth 
]'ishcries Office (identifications of conunercl!li fishes); Pro· 
m:icr's Department (local fisheries). 

Assistance was given to Mr. D. JT. Graham in the,prepnratiod 
of a new edition of his book, "Treasury of New Zealnn 
Fisbes" and information on marlins was supplied to game· 
fishermen. 

Numerous Australian and foreign fishes ha~·c been identifi1 
and some ucw or little·kuown ~pccic~ descnbed and figure · 

The following paper has been publishocl : •·T:axonomic Notea 
on Jt'isheR", Proc. R. Zool. Sot:. X.S.W., 1953·5~ ('55) :~4· 
Several others arc in the press and fi"e articles ba\'8 en 
published in the Musetun ~[agazine. 

A chcck·list of the fishes of New Zealand has been prepared. 

Insects and Arachnids. (A. ~lusgrnve, Cur.ator; D. 
3
/!; 

MrAipinc Science Trainee (J1:1rt-time), Ass1stnnt ~r ) . 
(part·tim~); Nancy B. Adnms, Assistant (purt-f.imc ' 
l>at Goodwin, Assistant (ptll't·timc).) .

6 
t I been the idcnh · 

The princi pu 1 work of the dt~pa rlmcu 1a~ . er b . post 
cation of material submitted b.\' the pubhc, t>ltbnaont{as the 
or by person:ll interview. During the summer twenty 
departml.'ut \\as sometimes called upon to a~~wer 0~~~ing the 
'phone c·nlls and attend to over twenty nSJtors 
course of tL s ingle dny. t' s 

1 b' et collet lOP , 
Revisionary work has continut'd on t ac. ~n 111 •d by Dr. 

In consultation with representat ives of the University de· 
partments o_f Anatomy, Zoolo~y and G.eology, and the Wildlife 
Survey Se~t .. on of C.S.I.R.O., 1nformat1on has been made nvnil· 
ahle regardlllg the pnst nncl pr••srnt tll~trihution of m:trsupinl 
fauna. At the rcctur~t ot Dr. W. A. Macdoug:11l of th<> QU<'rns• 
land Department of Atrrlcultut<', nn<l in eonn<.>et ion with 
~co~omic damA~e o~eurr1ng in fore~t phnbttiona, ll~rlt's of 
md1genon~ sp~c1es ot Rattub wrrr irlentifi~d. lnforn~ntion 
~~~ eupphed to Mr. it1 Womerelef, ol the New Guine8 li'oreetry 

and many boetlcs in the family Scnnlhlll'ldae .uana of Tri# 
P. B. C'arue (C.S.I.R.O., C:wbl'ITa), an<l spocn~t~~um bai'O 
n:\mecl hy n spl'~iali:~t, E. llaaf, at the ]'rcy " us ' 
been intercnlated. 

. . 1 ·as prcpnrcd to 
A chN·k·lillt of Australinn Curcuhonl ae \\, 

assist in the identification of mntcrial. the 
· f n bst rnrts for Work h!IS continued on the prepnratum o • · I' · Scief!CI 

Zoology and Entomology ~c!'lione of .luslrll ·~:the eu4 
Ab~lmrt~. nnd many lleW rrft'l•en.N'S were a~dtd utology1 
iuclex of the Bihliographv of .Pue1fio !eland ' 11 0 



8i11ee Mise Goodwin joined tlfe staff mucli time has been 
devoted to the. c~talog~ing an_d storing of aceumulated spirit 
ruatcrial compnslllg chtcfly spHlers. 

A list of Anstrnlinn spidet·s showing their geogrnphic:li l dis­
tribution in the l'arious Australian ~lnles and in the Sydney 
district has been pt·opared. Work has ttlso proceeded on nn 
~ndex of Ute Au~trnhan Arachnida1 with a vfew to publica· 
tion at a future date. 

Many dsitors nvnile£1 themselves of the faeilities afforded 
by the department. Among these were Dr. R. H. L. Key 
(C.S.I.R.O., C:mberrn); ~lr. J. H. Burden (University of 
Sydney)· Mr. Cl. 11. Hardy; ~lr. T. 0. Campbell (C.S.l.R.O., 
Cartbe'rr~) · Mt·s. B. :M:.~in (W.A. University); Dr. T. B. 
Woodward' (<~uccnsland Unil•crsity); Dr. E . Wilson (Har· 
Tarn Uni,·c•·sit~·); Mr. Moore (l<'ot·cstry Commission); Mr. 
O'Gower (School of Public Tiealth nnd Tropical Medicine): 
:Mr. R. A. llunn (Nntional Museum, Melbourne); Mr. D. C. 
Swan (Waitc Institute, Adelaide). 

Three articles were published in the Museum Magazine. 

Mr. MeAJpine, since commencing duty on lst April, has 
rearranged Jlart of the collections of Diptera. 

Attention hns been given to the pt<'paration of a list of 
the inse~t tn)es in the Museum collection. A prelimin:uy 
catalogue of tbose belonging to the Onlot· Diptera bas been 
completed. 

Crustacea and Lower Invertebrate.~. (F. A. Mc~eill, Curator; 
Elizabeth C. Pope, M.Sc., Assistant Curator.) 

Approximately l,OOO specimens have been receh·ed and 
!'ntcred in thl' department's records; these were mainly Crus· 
tacea and Echinodermata. Outstanding acquisitions were: a 
complete ~erics of research material of the Prawn J{etapenoeus 
mastersi ,· a st'rills of rhe rare lcpt.om<'dllSOid ,jellvfish. Ora,<· 
pedacusta St>!VCI'b!fi, pr oduct of the f reshwater hydrold zoO· 
phyte, Jlicrohyclrtt rydcri, which were founcl by Sydney Wall'i' 
:Board officials In a local reservoir; a critical eolle<!tion of 
idel\tificd in1·crtcbrntes gatherc£1 by Misses Pope !lnd I. 
Bennett from lnter-tithll zones on isl:mds in Bass Strait and 
alortg parts of the Tasmanian mainland; the material is 
nlfimafcly to be linked with a publi.sbed study of tbe mnrine 
ecology of the area. 

A routine chc('k has been mnoe ot th<' general slomlle 
condition of n lcoltol p1·eserved reference collections of Tuni· 
cata and Crustnccn. 

The extensive collection of Tunicata gathered by the Brit. 
Aust. and N. 7.!'nl. Antarct. Rc!i. Expel. has been reccit"ed in 
the Museum for safe keeping. 

In order to pro1·idc for teml)ornry expansion of the al<'ohol 
pTeserved stuay reference collection of C'rustll""ll. th" m:>itt 
Rpirit house block has been surveyed and some additional shelv­
ing erected. 

Assista nee was remlcre£1 the following: the Sydney office of 
the Unit"'d States Consulnte (provision of datn on lethal Aus· 
trnlian CubomPrln!fnll, cnlled "Sen Wusvs); Miss D. Sandara, 
Queensland Inst. 'l'rop. Med. (parti~ulnrs of helminth pnra· 
lritic worms from mnrsupials); the C.S.I.R.O. Rell:iOnal Pnstoral 
Laboratory, D!'niliquin. ~.S.W. (details of the Am;tralinn 
distribution of thr enrthworm, Allobop11ora ca1i1inosa typira): 
The Armidale Rchool (a number of key exnmples of dunlicntc 
invertehratcs w~l'(! ilespntclled to the s~hool for n displny to 
tench natural cl:·<riflcn<ic>n) ; Prnfe•QOr .L W. Welts, Corn,ll 
Universit.y: Dr. L. R JJolthuis. Ri.iksmusenm ,.,.n Natuurli iko 
Ristorie, Leidon; Mr. J. Yal(lwvn, Victoria Universitv C1ol­
lell:C, Wellington (who discussed the crustacean fauna of New 
Zealand); and ~fr. W. Dall, C.S.I.R.O. Division of Fisheries. 

A collection of nerapoda made nt I,ow Isles, North Queens· 
land, bv Professor W. Stephenson, hns been identified and 
returned. 

Miss Pope rot r ·tcd from her extended oYersr~s t"i11it in 
September. Sin~C' her return she hns marle a field trip to 
Tasmania in furti1C'rnnce of her studies of the ecology of Aus· 
trnlian marine fnnuns. 

A new exhihit for the public l!n 11Pril's hns been installed. 
This rlismava the scvernl tt"fl<'S of L'tnd Crabs il'lha biting a 
<!OT:\1 i~le. · Anotl-"r new P~hihit i« of the local "RJ,~>bott1<''" 
(PI1y.•alia). Sncrinl mod<'ls hnve been prepared of the whole 
and parts of this siphonophore. 

:\fi•s Popr bo~ rMnpleted a stnd;v of a c>ollection of WP,tern 
Australian Cirrip!>olia for the Wl'Stcrn Australian :Musrum. 

The Cnr~tor nnl Mias Pope hnve CtH!h contributed two 
!lrtitles to rhc ~ft1•rnm Magazine. 

8/wU•. (Jovre A ll:u•, Cur~ tor; D. F. MeMiehael, M.A., 
B.Sc., Assistant C'urator.) 

More than ~ thol',;~n rl shells were prc~!'nt"rl durint!: thl' yrn r. 
Somt- of thC'Se \vt•r~ ,.,mpris~>cl in r·ollrrtio11s :~nrl while the 
(l(teater part ~c}>I'Cdt'nls matr,rinl nlrNuly a.-flilnh!(' in th<' 
~,Tuseum !lnd ht-Me 1·sef,.J on!~· lor di!!plnv, .e~chau~e or etlnca· 
llOilal purpG~u1 !soill~ wP.re ol il ~pcdtrl tltterf!JJt and adcl!'d 

to the reference colleMione. Amongst the&e ""~tte tit'O ~{leel· 
mens of the scnw1, doep·ltater, South-west A ustralian OO'frty 
shr;>ll, Zoila t/lcr~;tlttli t;()'ll,truria, (J>t~Hcntcd by the Superlnten­
clt?Dt of l!,ishorics1 .li'orth) ; a. apocimen of the lltthrknEiwn 
gnstropod dtt.!ll'alil!m a-ureolatum, from Heron Island, Queens· 
hmd (Miss ll. Dew) nnd a spec1mcn of ill egalattaoeus arua~us, 
complete with operculum, irom uorth of Broorue (Mre. B. 
Ilartley). 

Routine matters occupied the great<'r p:~rt ol the yeat. Co[. 
lcctions have been renrranged, lllmnmed specimens identiJied 
nnJ material inc6fporated'. Progress 1•as tnade in the pre­
paratiou of a com!)lete list of the t.vpe specimens in the 
collection, 

A large nu m her of inquiries has been given ntton tion Ollll 
more tllau lOO visitors seeking nssi~tnm•c called a~ the D epart· 
ment <luring the mi<l-suttlnJer quarter alomi. Material wns 
identified for tfte following institutions: th~ University of 
Sydney, School of Tropical Me<lic:ine and Zoology Depart· 
rucnt; C.S.I.R.O. Fisheries Di,oi!lion, Cronulla; tile Fleht'tios 
Department, Perth; the Dcpattment of Agriculture find the 
Glenlicld Veterinary Research Station. 

Seme replacement nnd rearrangement of spedtneils and also 
relahelling hns boen nudertakcn iu the galleries. The sholl 
c:isplay has been actively used by students. 

Lack of assistance has hindered re~e:nch but work hns con· 
tiuued on a revision of the families l\luricidae and Neritidae. 

:\I!'. 'b. F. McMichael, M.A., B.Sc., has continued his studies 
at Har\"ard University. The el!perit>nce he has gained in 
ov('rseas Museums will be of great value to the Shcfl Depart· 
mcnt. 

Jo'os>'ils. (H. 0. Fl<!tcher, Curator.) 

Registrations for the year consisted of 666 specimens. Fossil 
material of outstanding interest transferred or prcsentPri hr 
the Mining and Geological Museum includes a series of 
described and figured palaeozoic corals; a lnrge collection of 
fossil vertebmt('s from Pleistocene ea,·e-e:trth and allll\'ial 
deposits at Wellington Caves and Bignra; Upper Ordo1·ici:.n 
gmptolitcs from New South Wales, dosctibed by T. S. H nll; 
Upper Devoninn lamellibranehia from the South Coast of N(•w 
S.mtll Wales, tolleeted by Mr. L. Ra11; Upper Silurian cora ls, 
collected by Mr. J. Whiting. 

Other intercsting material acquired during the yeat includes 
\'ertehrate rrmnins of Nototlterirt11l and Phascolomrt., from 
Pleistocene (possibly PlioePne) aiJut"ial deposits at W cetnliba 
(presented hy ~fr. W. E. Johnson); ;t most outsta~ding spcr!· 
men of a stem of a fossil ('omfer, Wal~omw a1tMroh11 
(Feist!llantel) from rocks of the UpJ>Cr Coal Measures at Ulan 
(Mr. P . R. Dnniel) : Middle Triassic fish presented by qonrry· 
men at Beacon Hill Quarry, Brookvnle. 

During the year n lnrt!:e series of f6ssil plant remn;ns were 
collected at Ulan, 26 miles north of Mudgee. 

Upp"r Dcvonian fossils were collMtcd in the Eden-Pambula. 
c1istrict of the far South Coast while carrying out palaeonto· 
logical int"cstigations foT the Geological Survey of Ne"' South 
Wales. The specimen&, mainlr ln.mcllibraneb&, arc: an :in~ 
ing addition to our collection of Devonian fossils. 

Plnstot~'Pes of 1'e1·mian lameilibrnnchia, which were on lontt 
to tlte Bureau of Min<Jral Resources, Canberra, and destroJod 
lh fire, have been replaced by tbe British Museum (Natural 
Tiistory). 

Durin'! the )·ear approximatelv ninety inquiries on p alacon· 
tological matters weTe dealt with. 

In the capnrity of Honorary Pnlaeoniologist to the Gco· 
lo~ical Survey of New So·utb Wales, the Curator identified 
1 nccimens nnd submitted reports on other matters to the 
f,'urvey. 

The following Institutions received aesi&tlllfee dnr-ing t lte 
year: 'l'he University of Western Australia (at the request 
of Dr. R. Fairbridgo samples of the Funafuti bore COTe lrc>m 
··~rious clepfhs wE're forwarded for age determination ); the 
l lnh·ersitl" of California (Mr. L. Mnrcus spent considerahle 
time at the Museum working on the collection of \"Crtebrate 
fossils nncl ProfPssor R. A. Stirton .. Mr .• T. C'onnell, !Hid 'llfr. 
Woeidward nlso wor'ked here); tbo Univers-ity of "Cli ieaJro (Dr. 
Jnmdeiius. n Pnll1rigbt Rebolar, eltnmined the eoTieHion of 
frissll -t•erh'brnt~s) ; tlie Britis1t M\uiNim (Nilttlfrtl Fl'll#'ol'v) 
(Mr. Toombs, nssistmlt to T!>r. Errol White, ~ent sevetnl days 
h1 the M'uspum exnminil11? DP\'On'lnn fl~h I'Pmnlm): tl111 Rt•rl>nn 
(tf J\fineral :R!'sources (M1ss lrene Cre~pln ~n re~!}td to fornmitti­
/era) · the G!'ologlral Sor1·ey of Vtl'tOrin (Mr. D. Thomn!l, 
r"lli('f' Gow~rnnteut Oeolo~ist. nsited the Museum to examin; 
hop(" sperin'le'ng of lf!Jper Orlfovil'latl !P'A"f'tO~); tbe t ht't' 
.;'lt'llltt of Q\leeMII'I!d tt>r, D, Hill)' 



During the year a film wns completed on the .\ustr:llinn 
Museum Scientiiie Expedition to Central a.ud North· We~t A us· 
trnlia. The commentary wns prepared and the film edttcd lly 
Mr. Howard Hughes and Mr. Fletcher. The 6nai copy in sound, 
with music and commentary by Mr. Harry Dearth, was com· 
pleted by Kinelab Pty. Ltd. 

Four articles have been published in the Museum Magazine. 

A start has been made on the description of new material 
of Permian gastropods from Ne'v Soutil Wales. This wo.rk 
is part of a project iu w!Jich most groups of Perminn fossJis 
will be r evised in an attempt to determine "marker" fossils 
within the Permian sequence. 

Lapidary Section.-The lapidary work carried out by Mr. A. 
Billett has been most satisfactor~·· During the year 232 
micro-sections of rocks and fossils were prepared together with 
tho cutting and polishing of many prehnite minerals from the 
Prospect quarry. The rock-cutting machine has been used to 
advantage in cutting large specimens. 

Minerals and Rocks. (R. 0. Chalmers, A.S.T.C., Curator; J. F. 
Lovering, M.Sc., Assistant Curator; Frida Sachs, Assi~· 
tant.) 

The number of specimens at 30th June is 39,501, an increase 
of 153 specimens. These include various examples of recent 
finds of uranium minerals from Rum Jungle (presented, Bureau 
ot Mineral Resources); South Australia (South Austr111ian 
Department of Mines); various New England localities (col· 
looted R. 0. Chalmers); ilvaitc and other minerals from the 
Talbingo District (presented C. L. Adamson of the Geological 
Survey); a magni1lcent specimen of reticulated ccrussitc 
encrusted with anglesite, weighing Ol'Cr 100 lb. reco,•ered from 
one of the few remaining sections of the oxidised zone of the 
Broken Hill Lode (Nor:h Broken Hill Ltd.). 

Five teaching collections of rocks and minerals were sent 
to schools and one to the Manager of the Dunmorc Quarry near 
Kiama. 

The gold and gem display collections were r Cnllucd for 
insurance purposes. 

Material for examination ha:~ been lent to Dr. J. 1\:kAndrew 
of C.S.I.R.O. Mineragraphic Investigations and L. J. Lawrence 
~f the University of Teehnology. A specimen of optical quulity 
1celand spar was lent to the Australian National University for 
study purposes, and small fragments were given to the Physics 
Department of the University of Technology. 

The Grant loan collection of gemstones which had been on 
display for many years was removed from the gallery. 

The card catalogue of mineralogical literature was kept up 
to date by Miss Sachs who IJas catalogued the index of the 
Mineralogical Magazine and Mineralogical Abstracts. 

Pctrology.- The number of specimens at 30th June is 7 506 
an increase of thirty-fou·r, These comprise doloulite speci~1cn~ 
from Tasmania, New South Wales and Queensland collected 
by the Curator and numerous specimens of weathered meteori tic 
material from the Wolf Creek crater in Northern Australia 
collected by W. Cassidy, Fulbright scholar from the University 
o~ New ¥exieo. One outstanding australite of unusually large 
etze (we_1ght 13~ g.). wa~ presentc~ by the inquirer who had 
sent •t m for tdenttficahon followwg the publication of an 
article on meteorites. A small australite of unusual shapt• 
collected by E. J . Keuny in the Broken Hill district has also 
been present-ed to the Museum. 

. An ex~ensive series o~ bore cores of sedimentary rocks asso· 
c1ated Wlth coal seams m the Clarence River district has been 
forwarded for .examination by the Joint Coal Board. These 
have. been sectioned and investigation is proceeding as time 
permtts. 

The thin sectioning of rocks proceeded steadily durinrr the 
year and 235 have been registered. " 

During the year Miss Sachs completed the geographical 
indexing of the rock collection. 

. Some co~iderabl.e time was spent in working on the cxten· 
81Ve collectton of mmerals collected from the Prospect intrusion 
over the last three years. 

Thre.e visits w.ere Pl!-id to the Prospect quarries. A week wns 
spent 1n company With officers of the Geological Survey of 
~ew Sout~ Wales in examining uranium localities in the Emmn­
vtlle·Torrmgton-Invereli-Glen Innes di~tricts in the New 
England. 

Approximately 260 inquiries were dealt with; ma11y of them 
involved the identification of minerals and gemstones and 
ura~ium minerals. The f~llo~ving are examples of inquiries 
rece1ved from other InstitutiOns, . GovcrnJ?ent Departments, 
private firms and the general pubhc: Ad\'lCe was given to 't 
New. Zeal~nd jeweller on suitnble instruments for gcmston~ 
ide~tification; t~ the Sydn~y Ur~i,·ersity Student·s GeologiCJII 
Soetet.l;' on a SUita~le area 10 whteh n1embers might carry out 
g~logtcal ~ec.onnatssance; to a. ti~m ~f city architects on a 
ewtable building stone for a buildmg m course of erection. 
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Two articles have been published in the Museum Maga · 
. f I L . Ztne. The accessones or t le cttz petrographic and mineragrn hi 

micro~cope were received at the beginning of the year f 0 

tlw Joint Coal Board. rom 

Vi~itors during lhc yea.r include<!. Mr .. -\. B. Edwnrds (in 
dru rge of the C.S.J..R.O. M mcr·agra phtc Investigations Section) . 
Profel!ljOr A. H. Vo1scy (New l•;nglaud University). Mr R. ' 
Sprigg (Geosurveys Ltd., Adolnide) and Mr. John Reed (pet C. 
logiat to the New Zcalonll <lcological Survey). ro· 

Anlllropology ancl NumiRmalitw. (.I<'. D. McCarthy Dip Anth 
Curator; G. C. llcyde, lion. Nun1iswatist.) . ' . r., 

Tl.JC t?tal of 3.35 specimeud, in thirty-three acquisition 
rccc1ved 1s the lowest for mnny years. An outstanding ne · ~. 
t . . ted f f t . QUJSI· ron cons!s . o or .Y·Sel•en 11p.ecm.wns presented by the Sacred 
lleart MISSIOn, Kensmgton, wlu~h lllcluded painted grnve·posh 
bark baskets, armlets and weapons, and a dugout canoe f~o ' 
Mclrill~ ~sland, and a se~il's of b~addres~ell and O:ask; fro: 
the Bammg, Gazelle P cnmsula, New Brttain. Another fi 
se~ie~ consists of 126 ~;pedrnens presented by the Presbyteri~r~ 
1.1lsstou, Sydney, from Malckulu (New Hebrides) Quecn~lnnd 
New Guinea. and .Africa. Olhe.r gifts are as follow: ston~ 
axes (J~rese!ltecl by ~fr. H. C. Wmdeycr, Miss G. llunter, Mrs. 
D. Tnull, St. IguatlllH Collt·~c and Mr. A. Danvers); twenty. 
one stone implements, Mon•lon Id., Queensland (Mr ~, V 
Kennn); two spear pointR, Kimhrrlcys (.Mr. N. Camps.). rou~ 
S<·rapers, Childers, Queensland (Dl·. L. P. Wiuterbothnm)'. two 
jtJ·oovcd stone::; of rare t ypcR from Bllrcena and Burrng~rang 
Volley, N.S.W. ()Ir. R. Wade); IJoomcrang, Central Australia 
(Masters G. Cork and R. Webb); baskets and bullronrer 
Arnhem Land (Mr. J. W. ~!orris); two old fringe aprons, Ne": 
Caledonia. (Mr. W. H. Williams); Kurdaitja shoes Central 
Australia. (Miss J. Marriott). ' 

~~c~fic and foreign rifts, include the following : Greenstone 
bct·hkl, Lake Taupo, New Zt'ulrwd (:\Irs. F. Wilkinson) · four 
weapons from nu-ious island$ (i\lr . .!<'. G. Walter); a ~agni· 
ficcnt example of the Kiwai Id. ceremonial axe, and a Bougain· 
ville adze (Mrs. Keatings); bowstave, New Guinea (:Master 
S. M. Cook); human·tooth n<•cldnce, Gilbert Is. (Mr. W. J. 
Boston); stone adze, N ew Zealand, and c!ubs from Fiji (~lr. 
A. E. Whitaker); grass skirt, Pnpua (J. B. Twohig); bone 
daggers, Dutch New Guinea (Mr. C. H. A. McWilliam); 
model of sacred house, Tami Id. (Mr. Kyle); sacred board, 
Papua (Paddington Public Sthool); twenty-three N'eolithie 
potsherds, J\1alta ()fr. J. D. Bvarr~>); Gilurka's knife, India 
(W. Cooper); basket, Y:1ucouvcr Plr. Calley); millotones, 
Central Sudan (Captain \\". J. Unvem.) ; carvings, etc., New 
Guinea and Australia Pirs. ~lary Aston); a colleetion of 
fifty ornmuents, weapons, basketry, etc., Kiloo tribe, centrnl 
Africa (;\Ins. Buxton). 

J<'innl amendments were made to se,·eral of the Arnhem 
Land Expedition reports nud these are now expected to bo 
published at the end of this year. 

Scale charts, with field notes of thirty·six groups of rock 
cngra,•ings, situated in the nortf,ern end of Kuring·gni Chase, 
National Park, and in the nrrn bctwl't>n Hornsby and Brooklyn 
nnd hetween the Pacific Highwny and Berowra Water~, were 
l!i,·en to the Museum by l\Ir. 1''. C. Ranson, who camed out 
th<' recording lvith the assistance of the first Beecroft Rorcr 
Rcouts and the First TlornRirY Bov Scouts between 1946 nnd 
l!H9. Descriptions have been ,~·ritten of the groups ~or 
permanent record and for publication when the opportumty 
becomes a>ailable. 

A paper entitled .. The Distrihution and Chronology of ~~~~ 
Importaut Types of Stone Implements in Western Aust~ahn • 
~·mboclying the field notes of the late Professor D. S. Da1·rdson, 
University of Washington, was <"Omplcted. 

After a lnpse of $Ome Yl'lll'~ woJ·k wns re-commenced. 0!1 n 
monograph dealing with tho life und art of the Abongwcs 
of the Sydney·Hawkesbury distri<'t. 

Rix nrtic·les were pul>lished iu the 1\Iuseum Maga_zine. ~~~er 
pnpcrs published during the yt>ar were: The Oceamc and ; 1°: ucsiau AffiUations of Australian Aboriginal Culture (J. Ro Yk 
nrsian Society, Vol. 62, No. 3, pp. 243·61); Records .of ; 1 Engranngs in the SydneY District, Nos. 41·56 (Jfonkllld\1 ~· 1. pp. 1-32, 1954); Aboriginal Rock Engravings near · 9~~ llighways in the County of Uumhcrl:md (Jfain Roods, 1 ' 
1·8). 

A group of rock engravings was recorded at N~rr~weena, 
Dccwhy West and n. cave fioor tested at Northbr1dge. 

The. third ~:~ll pnintiug illustrnting a spear ordeal. ~t ~;.~ 
Plains, Now South Wales, wnH pl:mned with nrtls t of 
Jlcernun, ancl is now ncnring c•omplet.ion and .a. ropo~llerv 
the work needed to complctl' tlw Austrnlian Abongtnnl g .. xc· 
hus hce11 prepared. A new exhihit was installed 011 ·'· 
grinding stones from New Routh Wales. t 

A frieze l 6 fel't long illu11trnting the seasonal life IT~S 
the Eskimos in the A relit: zone of northern C'nn~da tall"'ll 
planned "-ith J. Beeman, 1u ' · '·<' painting hns been !PS 

in the Eskimo exhibit. 



A Tasmanian figure wns com}Jleted uy the Chi<'f Prepnrator 
(J. Kingsloy) and has bccu utluod to the oxhibit on the .Hnccs 
of Man in Occania. 

Many loans were mado to l':trious orguui~ntio ns. 
Visitors during the ycur included Dr. Huhner, Australia11 

National Univer~ity .Fellow ~to discus:~ the mall:rml <'Uitu n : 
of New Guinea); ,\lr. Pilling, a ~'ulbright Jo 'cUow trom the 
University of California (the nahve hie of :\Jeh·illc and 
Bathurst Islands); Mr. lloiJ~rt 1\laher, a J•ord .Foundation 
Fellow (the muto•·ial cult.ut'<' autl aruhatJology of New Guinea); 
}'atbcr Luufer, from the Hnhaul, district t the material cu lture 
of New Guinea); hlt·. Du sun, Sll'ltzerland (to lJhotogntph ;t 

series of Arnltem Laud lmt·~ painting:s) ; ~. W. Suumons, 
lmperial College of 'l'ropic1tl .\gnculturl'1 'l'linidad (who 
examined our ~ollcchon 01 uows UlHt at't'l'" ~ 1 ; llr . . \. Lonuucl 
and Mrs. Lommel, from tht• 11usC'mn fur \'ollwrkundc, :'llunich 
Germany (who spent two weeks cxaminini-: our collection or 
Australian nllll Pacific matcrinl); Sir Stowart Symes (<·u~toms 
of the Aborigines); Mr. Uallcy, Universtty ot ~ydney (the 
Aborigines or tlte north con•t of ~ew :south \\ale:! ) ; Dr. 
Monaghan, Stale llistru·iau of lUinois, a J:'ulbright scholar 
( Aborigines of Po.rt Jul'kijon). 

Tlle literature catalogue was maintaim'<l, but pressure of 
othet work lt:ts prevcutt•<l much time IJl•ing devoted to the 
specimen cnttdvg!les. 

Nmnisnwtic.q,-Mr. G. C. lfeyde, Hon. Numismatist, through 
pressure of. work, ~as I~Cl·n ~na!Jic to r<'ntlc.r his usu~l valuable 
assistance tU the IlleuhficattOn and mlunllon of COlllS. 

A spccinl <'Xhibit of mctlals awarded by scientific societies in 
Australia wn>J lransit'rrcd to the numismatic cnbinets for per­
manent disp!J~'. 

The 117 ~pc•cin.t•us recC'iYcd by donation include eighty·four 
coins from Mr. D. 1Ic~lahon; a bronze cross from the Chan­
cery of thu Xctherlamb Order of Knighthood; a Medailh• 
Barbctte St. Crl'dmta of Houmania from Mr. }'. M. Degoturdi 
and a st•t of Pak•stad coins from Panah Ali Shah. 

Departmc11l of Preparation. (.J. Kingsley, Officer·iu·Chnr~re; 
H. V. llughes. A.R.P.S., R. D. Mackny, aud F . J . S. 
Beemnn, Assistant Preparators.) 

During mneh of the year the Department has been short 
staffed due to illne!lS, stu<ly lea,·~: and resignahons. This 
caused con!lideral:le delay in platmed undertakings. 

"ork completed durin~e tbe year includes: Mammal skins 
prep~red, 51; exhibits rccon<litioned, 134; crab specimens 
mowtted, 4; bird skins prepare<l, 66; bird skins mou nted, l 5; 
bird exhibits reconditioned, 26; sk£·1eton exhibits reconditioned, 
li; skulls p1 ~pared, 38; di~art iculatcd bones prepared, 70; 
negBti>CS rnpnrt>d, 275 i photO prints prepared, 1910; photo 
prints mounlt>d, 132; lantern slides vrcpared, 77; films pro­
jectod, 206; moulds prepared- plaster, 35; latex, 2; sand, 10; 
P.V.C., 6; prcsst,re, 5; plaster pattC'rns prepared, 4; casts 
prepared-plaster, 2G; phenolic resin, 1:3; acrylic resin, 6; 
casts mounted, 4; casts coloured, ~(J; 111etal dies prepared, 10; 
acrylic model~ prepared, 2; dingnln•matic models prepared, 10; 
models colonrPd, 1; paintings prerared, 3; drawiugs prepared, 
42; sketches nrepareJ . 20; sketches colour prepared, 22; arti· 
facts coloured, 3; acrylic eyes coloured, 2; accessories coloured, 
2; n:ounted crab spe.imen~ colour~, 7; labels, etc., prepared, 
47 i. posters, Pte., prepared, 31; accessories prepared mini:~ tu re 
nrttfacts, S; tree trunks, 2; Physalia, 508; celluloid leaves. 
560; spears treated with Dieldrin, 2100. 

Birds for the Blue Mountain Parrot Group h:tve been mounlecl 
and accessories prepared. 

A cast of a fine specimen of a St:il fish has been made and is 
to be coloured. 

A model of Physalia (Blue Bottle) for exhibition in the In· 
vertebrate Gallery was completed <lurinl?; the last quarter. Thi8 
was prepared from acrylic resin an1l P .V.C. plastic material. 
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,'!.n exhibit wns prepared for the Royal Agricultural Show and 
a Land Crab group installed in the Invertebrate Gallery. 

Echwation Officer. (Mi~s P . .McDonald, B.Sc., Dip.Ed.) 

Nine thou~.md two ltUndred and sixty-oight children visited 
the Museum in classes during 442 >isits. This r epresents an 
mercase in a>leudanc<! of 48 per cent. over the figures for the 
previous year. 

0\cr twC'nlv classes now come regularly once a. month to the 
Mu~eum, curh following un individual course of Natural Science 
and l:locial }'tudic.s. 

More tertl.1ry students ar~;~ making use of facilities in t he 
)luseuw. 'J'wo groups of students from Sydney Teachers' 
College hn,·u ~tudied the spiders and thirty-three students from 
Waverley Kinde1·gart•m Trai ning College have been shown fllms 
and specimens of Aboriginal handicraft. Two g roups of 
atudents laiVf' been brought to the Museum by members of t ho 
Rtaff of tltc Zoology Department of the University of Sydney. 
lu addition, Burmese and Indon~sian students have toured 
the Museum aud seen films of the exhibits. Art students from 
Syd:.ey •rechnical College come 01::ce a week to draw exhibits 
iu the galleries. 

Films were shown during each of the three school vacations. 
These wen• nttendcd by a total of 8,940 children and adults. 
These figures show a de:c:rease on those for the previous 
·cat·. 

A total of 206 photographs, 10 film strips, 5 charts and 16 
:ollectious of mounted specimens were lent to schools. The 
tdditional 200 pltotographs have not yet been received. The 
.tew lonu collrctiou of specimens is progressing. 

A uumbe~ Jf Aboriginal implements wore lent t o the Royal 
Alcxandt·a Hospital for Children and it is hoped to extend 
simi.ar s<•n·icPs to other children's hospitals and like organi· 
zations. 

IVtth the ro·operat:on of Mr. McCnrthy, a leaflet on Aus· 
tralian Ahol'ij!'incs was written. Copies of the P latypus 
l c~trlct ha\'e also been t'CCt'i\•ed. The leafiC't on the Wombat 
ia completed except for t.hc illustration. 

Ele\'Cn new questionnaires have been written for the use 
of childr<'n when in the gnlleries. 

Rrlp was ~h·cn on thrC'e occasion~ to the Department of 
Zoolol!y, T'nh·ersity of Rydncy, during field excursions to a 
marine roclt platform and to an e~tunrine mud fiat. 

A poster rllmpctition wa~ held during Ednc:'ltion Week (14th· 
21st August, l !l5-t) the posters being prepared by children on 
the matt•rial the\' had studied duriltg their regular visits to 
tlte .Museum. Prizes were gi\'en by the Board of Trustees. 

Accessions for the year 1934·55 totalled:-

Vert<'brnta ... . ........ . ......... . 
Invt•rtehratn. ..... ... .. . .... . .... . 
(k"llogic::tl . ........... ... ..... . . . 
Ethnological, etc. • .... .. . . . ... .. . . 
:\1i~cdlaneou~ ........ .. ......... . 

901 
5,142 

818 
507 
517 

7,885 

P~pNs nn.l articles publiAhed during the year totalled:~ 

Australian Museum Magazine . . . . . . . . 48 
Otht'r Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Tl:>e Comnvm &al of the Trustees of the Aust ralian Museum 
was hereunto affi..xed by Order of the Board this 11th day ot 
October, 1955. 

H. B. MATHEWS, P resident , 

J . W. EVANS, Director. 

APPENDIX A. 
Trustees of the Australian Museum at 30th June, 1955. 

CrliWtl Trtutees: -
ll. B. 1\!:~thews, B.A. 

8tatutoryo:-
The Hon. the Chief ,Justice. 
The Ron the CJionial Secretnr'\". 
The Iron. the Attorney-General: 
The lion. the Coloninl Treasurer. 
The Auditor-Ge:~ernl. 
The Pr.;>sident of tlw Medica I Board. 

Appointed;-

The lion. tht> President of the Legislative Council. 
The Crown Solicitor. 
The Surveyor General and Chief Surveyor. 

The Hon. the M:.nister for Works. 
The Hon. the .Minister for Education. - , · 

Elective:-
Professor A. N. St. G. Burkitt, M.B., B.Bc. 
Fr:tnk B. Spencer. 
0. G. Yiekery, B.E., M.I .E. ( Auet.) . 
Wallace C. Wurth, C.M.G., LL.B. , · 
Profcssur A. P. Elltin, M .A., P h.D. 
F. McDowell. 
R. J. Nrtble, M.Sc., B.Sc.Agr., P h.D. 
E . . J. Kenny, M.Aust.I.M.M. 
F. L. S. Bell, ~LA., F.R.A.I. 
l"rank W Hlll. 
G. A . • 1ohnson. 
Profesao~ P. D. F . Murray, M.A., D.So, 

'. 




