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AN.NUAL REPORT 
OF THE TRUSTEES OF TilE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1954 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY TilE GOVERNOR, 

The Trustees of the Australian Museum have the honour to 
submit to Your Excellency their one-hundredth Annual Report 
for the year ending 30th June, 19.3-!. 

1. Truateea. 

In December, 1953, Mr. H. D. Mathcws was unanimously 
elected President for the year 1954. 

During the year the Trustees lost the ser\'iccs of Mr. 
D s Muller an Official Trustee, on his retirement from the 
office. of Sur·v~yor·General. Mr. MuJiey took an active interest 
in the affairs of the Museum. while he. w~s a 'fr~stee a!1d t he 
Trustees placed on record thc1r apprcc1at1on of h1s serncc. 

Mr. G. W. Yincent became an Official 'l'rustce on his nppoint­
ment of Surveyor·Genoral in succession to Mr. Mulley. 

Lea\'C of absence for periods during the year was granted to 
Professor A. N. Burkitt and Mr. F. B. Spencer on account of 
their absence abroad. 

The list of Trustees as at 30th June, 19J4, is sho1\'n in 
Appendix A. 

2. Staff. 

The Director was awarded the medal of the Royal Society 
of New South Wales foa· 1.953 ia~ rccogniti~n of his .contribution 
to the organization of Se1encc 111 Austraha and lus rcsc:uchcs 
in Palacobotanv. lie also rcceil·ed an invitation to he Presi· 
dent d'Honneur of a Palacobotnny Section at the Eighth Inter· 
national Botanical Congress to be held in Paris in July, 1954. 
He was elected Chairman of the Australian Uncsco Committco 
for Museums, and represented that Committee as a rueml.>er of 
the Australian National Advisory <::ommittee for Uucsco. Dr. 
Walkom reached the statutory retiring age in }'ebruary, but 
his senices were retained until the appointment of his suc· 
ccssor. 

The appointment of Dr. John William Evans, DepuL.v Chief 
Scientific Officer of the United Kingdom Civil Service, as 
Director of the :'.luseum, was announced in )lay by the Acting 
~linister for Education. Dr. Evans is expected to take up 
duty about the beginning of November, 19:31. 

The Director was the delegate of the Mu~cum at the meet· 
ing of A."N.Z.A.A.S. held at Canberra in .January, 19iH, and 
Messrs. E. Le G. Troughton, F. A. )Ic"Neill, G. P. Whitley, 
JT. 0. Flctcher, F. D. McCarthy and R. 0. Chalmers also 
attended the meeting. 

Mr. J. R. Kinghorn, Assistant to the Director and Curator 
of Birds and Reptil~s. was elected President of the Royal 
Zoological Society of New South '\\ales for the fourth time. 
He also represented the Museum on the State Fauna Protec· 
lion Panel. Mr. E. Le G. Troughton. Curator of Mammals, 
was also a member of the Faunn Protection Panel, roprcsentin~ 
the group of scientific societies interested in the fauna who 
appoint one member of the Panel. 

Miss Joyce Allan, C'urator of Shells. was abroad from March, 
l 954; she visited mnuv Europran Museums and studied tho 
shell collection at the British :'lluseum (Natural Ilisto•·y) . 

Mr. F. D. ~IcCarthy, Curator of Anthropolog)', was appointed 
n Councillor, representing Australia and )!elanesi:a, of the 
Far Eastern Prehistory Association. 

:Miss E. <;, Pope, Assistant Curator of Crustacea ancl Lower 
Im·crtchrates, was abroad on leave for six months of the year, 
and visited many Museums in Europe where she took the 
opportunity of studying collection~ of C'irripetlia (barnacles) 
in connection with her research work on Aust ralian members of 
that group. She was elected a Corresponding Member of the 
Zoological Society of London. 

Messr;. J. A. Keast, Assistant Curator of Birds and l~cptiles, 
J. F. Lovcring, Assistnnt Curator of Minerals and Rocks, and 
D. F . l\lrMichael, Assistant Cua·ator of Rhells, completed a 
;vear's study in the llniled Stotcs. Ma·. McMichael obtained 
the degree of )J.A. at llarvard ttni\·ersity. 

1\Hss Mnrgaret Frnser was appointed Editorial Assist:mt in 
place of Mi.qs J . M. ~IeKcchnic who had resigned mninly on 
account of 1 ll·health. 

Mr. D. I<. McAipine, Science 'l'r:tincc>, completctl the third 
year of the Science Course at the Uni,·cnsitv of Snlncv with 
Credit in Zoolo:r.r and iq proceeding with tl!C fou~th );e:tr as 
nu Honours student in Eutomolog,r. 

Mr. ~· B. Donnclly, Science Trainee, completed the fin~ 
yc.a!·. Sc1?nce. Co\ll·so at the University of Sydney, gninin~ High 
Dis\lnCtJon m Zoology and Botany und Credit in Phys1cs aud 
Chemistry. ' 

3. Ret irement of Dr. A . B. Walkom. 
.The announcement of the impending retirement of the 

Dac.ctor of the Museum, _Dr. A. B. \Valkom, D.Sc., has been 
rcce1vcd by the Trustees wtth considerable regret. 

Duri1~g the fourteen years of Dr. Walkom's Directorship the 
Austr.ahm~ l\1useu~1 h.as maintained and improved its 
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high 
standmg 111 the sc•ent1fic world. The credit for this is clue 
in great measure to the eminence of its Director and leadinl!' 
Scientist, Dr. Walkom. ·> 

II~s hi~h academic .attainments supported, as they were, by 
a dn·ers•ty of cxpenence, hil\'C been of great value to the 
1\·{useum. 

D~. Wnlkom has occupied successively t he high office of 
Pre~t~ent of a number of learned societies, such as the R{)yal 
Soctecy o~ Queensland, the Linneau Society of N.S. W., tl1!1 
Ro)·al Soc•ety of N.S.W., and the Austmlian and New Zealand 
Asrociation for the Ad1·anccment of Science. 

lie h~:s dc,·oted a life-time of work to the cause of science 
through the medium of honorary office in a great rnnge of 
Australian scientific societies, and also in association with the 
Uni ted Nations as n Member f rom 1947 to 1954 of t he Aus· 
tralian U.N.E.S.C.O. tomu1ittcc for Museums and of the 
Australian National Ad\'isory Committee for u:N.E.S.C.O. 

Although he has engaged in a wide variety of research work, 
Dr. Walkom is best known for his work in relation to the 
fossil flora and stratiga·aphy of Upper Palaeozoic and Mesozoic 
rocks of Australia. His work generally in the field of re· 
search has receh-ed well-merited recognition by the award to 
him in 1948 of the Clarke Memorial Medal of the Royal Socict.v 
of N.S.W., and the Bronze Medal of the Roynl Society of 
N.S.W. in 1953, and by the publication in various scientific 
,jour?als ol' a great number of papers containin~ the results 
of hiS reseorch. 

Dr. Walkom h:~s enjoyed the high esteem of the Trustees 
and the staff of the Museum. His benelicient influence on the 
affairs of the Museum, and his wise counsel have been in· 
valuable. 

The Trustees pluce on record their appreciation and recol{· 
nition of Dr. Walkom'11 distinguished ser1·ice as n Scientist, 
and as Pil·ector of the Museum. They extend their con· 
gratulations on the fulfi lment of a career of distinction and 
their good wishes for a long ancl happy retirement. 

4 . Appointment of Dr. J. W. Evana aa Director . 
Dr. John William E1•ans, Deputy Chief Scientific Officer of 

the United Kingdom Civil Scn•ice, who has been appointed 
Director of the Australian Museum to succeed the present 
Director, Dr. A. B. Walkom, graduated B.A. at Cambridge in 
1926 and took his i\l.A. in 1931. ne was awarded the degreo 
of D.Sc. by the l'nh·ersity of Tasmania in 1939, and Sc.D. by 
the University of Cnmbridge in 1949. 

Afte1· graduating :at Cambridge he came to Australia. in 1926 
:~nd joined the staff of the Council for Scientilic and Indus­
tri:al Rescnrch. In 1927, on the recommendation of Pro­
fessor S. M. Waclham, he was awar<le<l a Science and Industry 
Endowment Fund SLucleutship for trainin~ in Applied E nto· 
mology, to study nt the Cawtbron Institute, Nelson, N.Z., 
under the lntc Dr. R. J. Tillyarcl. In 1928 he 'l"isited ento­
mological rese;~rch laboratories in Canadn and the l'nited 
States, and in 1928·20 worked under Dr. W. R. Thompson, in 
the pnr:asite laboratory of tho Imperial Institute of E nto· 
mology nt l~an1ham Royal, England. From 1929 to 1934 
he was Entomologist in the Council for Scientific ani! Indus· 
trial Resrareh. working at the Plant Research Laboratory, 
Melbourne, the Waitc A,gricultun•l Research Institute, Adelaide, 
nn<l the hcntlquartcrs of the Council nt Canberra. Tn 1934 l1o 
spent thrre monthH in England l'isit ing research laborntories 
and the British Museum. In 1935 he was appointed Ento· 
mologist to the Deportment of Agriculture, Hobart, and at a 
later <late was gh·eu administrative chnrgc of the entomolo· 
jl'ic:J! and plant pnthological sc<·tions of the Dep:ntment, with 
the title Chil'f Biologist. While he was in 'rasmanin he wa11 
n member of the UnivcrRity Council, the State Committee of 
('.S.I.R., a111'1 the 1\ntional Park Board, a councillor of the Royal 
Society of T;:~m::n!a, and a Trustee of the 'l'asmanian Museum. 



In 1944 he went to London as Senior Entomologist of the 
Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, and spe~~5fi2v~ yea~: working at tho British Museum. From 19-!8 t~ . . c w 
Assistant Director ol the Infesta,~ion ~ontrol D~nsl~~5~f ~he Ministry of Agriculture and l!tshcrlCs, and 1n \\aS 
appointed to his present position. In England ~e took t~n 
netivo pnrt in the work of scientific bodies! serymr ell !f 
Councils of tho Iustitute of _Biology, the B1ol~g1ca ouSc·1 ~ 
the Royal Entomological Soctoty, the Ray Soc1_oty, ~he . ~ s 
tcmatics Association, and the AssocinWon. of Appbet~ Bd1oplogt~ts: 
Jlo wae also a member of tbe Homo OOtco Wtld Btr s ro ec 
tJon Advisory Committee, and tho Colonial Office Researcl1 Sub· 
committee. · 

Dr. Evans has had a wide scion!illc and :tdnunistrative ~~­
pcrience, and has visited Museums 111 tho Umted States,. lndt.t, 
F rance, Holland, Sweden and Germany, as well as m . the 
United Kingdom. Thou~h his employment has been matnl_y 
11s an applied entomologist his interests, as shown by h1s 
torty or so papers published in scientific journals, have been 
chiefty in the realm of taxonomy, comparative morphology and 
ecology, 

5. Field Work. 

Mr. J . R. Kinghorn paid several visits to. Jenolan Caves 
to st udy seasonal changes in tho bird population. 

Mr. H. 0 . Fleteher visited Wellington Caves to _aill'ise Mr. 
J . Mahoney, a. research student of Sydney Univers1ty, ?n eol­
leeting the Pleistocene cave faun~; Durras. Waters, ut the 
vicinity of Bateman's Bay, to cxannne n. prenously uurec.ord~ 
occur rence of Eurydesma; Port Kombln-Ulladulla <hstnct 
examining fossil occur.rences; and Wombe!an _Caves (_accom· 
panying P rofessor R, A. Stirton, of C~liforrua) to rnspc~t 
the locality f rom which vertebrate remams were recorded m 
1896. 

Mr. F . D. McCarthy spent a week in the Mangrove Creek 
area. recording groups of aboriginal rock engravings. 
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Mr. R. 0 . Chalmers visited Prospect Quarry several times, 
nnd also visited quarries at Wollongong, Port Kembla. aud 
Kiama, collecting minerals and rocks. 

Arrangcmenb were also completed for Mr. E . Le G. Trough· 
tou to pay a collecting visit to Mt. liagcn in July·August, 1954. 

6. Gallery Exhibits. 

I n the Australian Section of the Anthropology Gallery, two 
ot the projected series of six large wall paintings were com· 
plctcd and installed. One depicts n fishing group on the shores 
ot Port Jaekson, the other a Kangaroo hunt in the vicinity 
of Ayer's Rock, Central Australia. In the Annex to this Gallery 
a new exhibit of the Races of Man in Oceania was instalJ<>d, 
consisting of models of five races ( ~ sixth is yet to be add ex!) 
and appr opriate illustrative background material. 

I n the F ish Gallery casts of Herbet's Shark and U1e Thresher 
Shark were placed on exhil!ition. 

In the Invertebrate Gallery a new exhibit showing the corals 
of t he south-west Pacific was completed. 

In the Skeleton Gallery, the skeleton of the Giant Sloth 
was recoloured in a natural bone colour, a ;ery considerable 
improvement on the former red-brown colour. 

During the installation of lluoresccnt lighting in the Aus· 
tralian Anth~opology Ga_llery and the Mineral Gallery, and of 
a new ftoor 1n the Fossl) Gallery, practically all the exhibits 
had to be removed from the cases. Advantages was taken of 
this opportunity to repaint the backgrounds make some re· 
arrangement of the exhibits, and bronze some' of the woodwork 
of t he oases. 

Furth~r projeated ~prover~1ents in the galleries for whi~h 
preparations are wel11~ hand tncludo the rebuilding of cases in 
th~ ~keleton Gallery m order to house the Giraffe skeleton, 
b u!ldi,ng eases ~o house carved trees nnd an aboriginal axc­
gnndt!lg stone m the Anthropology Gallery, and exhibits oe 
coral ISland crustaceans and marine fouling organisms in the 
I nvertebrate Gallery. 

7. Library. 

Sixty-four bound volumes were added to the Librarv durin., 
tho !ear. Of these 59 were 11resented, 4 purchased and '\' 
obtamed by excha!lge. In addition, 1,584 periodical parts wt>re 
presented. or received as exchangl's and 318 were purchased 
Of necessity! d~1e to the _limited funds for binding, the 'bulk 
?f these J>Crl0d1Cil ls rCIJllltll housed in group!! of single copiCIS 
m tho basemcnt- :u1 unsatisfactory arrangement frolll mnnv 
a•~L · 

. Apart f rom ~ssistance given dally to the Museum's a~icntiflc 
workers! the ~Ibrary staff has ml't regular requests for loans 
and eopiee of literature, from universities, hospitals and overn.' 
ment departments throughout Australia and New Zealffnd, 

Correspondence received from individuals on general matte 
relating to books is !l~t heavy ?ut freq~ently considerable tin~8 
is absorbed in obtauung the Information sought, 8 

Research workers, students, a~d members of the public con­
tinue to moke good use of the L1brary for reference and study 
purposes. 

The Library Supervisor (a~ Editorial Assistant) has assisted 
irt the editil1g and preparation of the Museum's publicatio1111, 

8. Publications. 

During the J:CIIr Volt~me XI, parts ~-5 of the Au8tralian 
Museum Magaz~ne wore Issued and part 6 was completed rea<ly 
for issue early in July; Volume XXIII, Nos. 3 and 4 of tho 
Records were also publil!heil. 

The Guide t? the 1\f~s.eum for which t~ere is a steady sale, 
wns reprinted, 1n an edihon of 10,000 cop1es. 

9 . Lectures. 

Tho series of Popular Science Lectures delivered by visiti11g 
lt1cturen1 and some members of the staff again attracted satis· 
factory audiences, though the numbers were not as large as 
in tho previous year. Twelve lectures were delivered, the atten­
dance being 1,270 (average 106) as compared with 1,817 (over· 
ngc 151) for 1952-53. · 

10. Buildings and Equipment. 

'!'he urgent need for imi!roved an~l adequate storage accom­
modation was constantly 111 the nuncls of the Trustees and 
they ngain stress the im portnnce of this aspect of the cnro 
of the national collections. In response to representations 
mnde we were informed that provision for the commencement 
of additions to the Museum building wns one of the items 
on the proposed works p~ogramme for 1954-55, ~nd it is sin· 
cercly hoped that funds Will actually be made available for this 
urgently needed work, 

A number of impro,'ements and repairs to the building were 
made in the past year: new flooring of asphalt tiles was laid in 
the Bird and Fossil Galleries; the stairway leading up from 
the entrance gallery was improved by the provision of rubber 
trcaus; fluorescent lighting was installed in es.hibit cases in 
the Anthropology Gallery; a new incinerator wns instullcd; 
the roofs of the storage sheds were renewed or repaired. 

New equipment obtainccl included a sawbench in the work· 
shop, a "Palec" flash uuit. for the photographic s~uilio, and 
an additional ten steel cabwcts for storage of spectmcus. 

The :Museum was one of the Government buildings illuminated 
for the period of the Ro~·al Yisit. 

11. Finance. 
Expenditure from Consolidated Revenue for the year (ex· 

eluding Statutory Endowment of £],000) was £48,314 9s. eom· 
pared with £47,976 Os. 6<1. last year. Net expenditure from 
Trustees' Account Funds (inrluding Statutory Endowment) 
was £3,264 17s. 6<1., compnred with £3,009 7s. 2d. for 1952·3. 

The cash balance in the 'l'rnstccs' Account at 30th June, 
19!i4, was £581 18s. 6d. Trustees' invested funds at 30th June, 
1954, were Commonwealth Inscribed Stock, £5,3~0; Sydney 
County Council Inscribed Stock, £1,000; Metropolit~n Water, 
Sewerage and Drainage Board Inscribed Stock, £1,<>00; Com· 
monwealth Savings Bank, £316 3s. 6d. 

Statement of Receipts nnd Expenditure for the year is eon· 
tained in Appendh ·'B". 

12. Public Attendances. 
Statistics of Attendances for the years 1949-50 to 1953·54 

ore as follows:-

Year. Weck .. cJays. Sundays. Total. 

1940--50 154,211 70,890 225,101 
195()-.51 167,676 72.1!\4 239,86~ 

) !)iil-62 16!1,787 77,317 247,10; 
1 952~'>3 211,&1-l 7l!.l4S 289.692 
19,}3-54 188,35-1 71,419 25!1,7i3 

13. Publicity. 
The practice of lending specim<>nts to comm.ercial fir~s fro;. 

window tlispln,l's or ex hi hitions has bc<>n conttnued,A an t~blo 
,·ides a means of gi\'ing pnbli<•ity to the Museum. tosltells 
<'xnmplo was the lonn cf a collection of ~ornls an~ 'fbis 
to th~ Rydney of'ftce of th<1 (~uconslnnd Tounst Bnrea · onths 
l'Xhibit was s:.~t.up in tho Tiut·e:~n's office for about~~~~~ ~eoplo 
nntl thC' manager l.'stimated that more thnn ' . 
l'iewetl it during thn t period. . ilnr 

Tbo l.'xbibit at the Royal Agrieult~tral Sho~v ~·as of ::lay 
type to that made in 1!1.13, nnd ronstste<lmarnl) of a P 
of nnth'e birds in a farmyard setting. 



14. Screeninr of Educat ional Films. 
Educational work with school children is an important part 

of the Museum's activities. Screening of educational films 
plays an important part in this work, in. association with the 
,;sits of school classes, as well as dunng the school •aca· 
Uons The programme of films screened during vacations 
attracted ,·cry large audiences of children and adults. 

The screening of interesting films twice a month during 
the lunch hOtlr ha!l been eontinuecl. 

15. Educational Seminars. 
Tho :Museum was represented at two eclueational seminars 

arranged by the Australinu National Ad,isorl Committee 
for Uncsco. 'l'he Director and the Education Officer uttrndetl 
the Seminar ou '"The Hole of :Museums in Educntion" at 
Melbourne in September, 1053. It is hoped that tl1e reeom· 
mcndatious made at this Seminar will t•esult in the e.xtension 
of Museum serl'ices to the schools and increased co·operation 
between 1\Jusoums nnd Education Departments in eousidcril1g 
the place thnt Museums eau take in the school c.uniculum. Mr. 
l\IcCarthy attcndc<l tho Scu1innr on "'l'he Role of Art in Educ:t· 
tion" held in Melbourne in June, 1954, ns officinl representative 
of the Art Onllcl'ics and Museums Association of Au~tralia 
and New Zealand. 

16. The Collections and Scientific Work. 
The cellcctious hnvo been inspected t·egularly and are in 

good order anu con<lition. Dul'ing the year some trace of 
borer infection was found in some of the softwoocl spears and 
advice was sought from the DiviRion of Wcoa 'fcchnology as 
to the best means of dc:~ling with it :~ncl of preventing any 
further infestation. 'l'he bulk of the spear collection has 
now been trcntcd in accordance with the advice received. 
~fuch of the time of the scientific staff was, as usual, taken 

up in prepnring rt!plies to the \'Cry numerous requests for 
information rccei\'Cd from tho general public, ColliDlonwealth 
and State Scientific Department~ and research workers, not 
only in Xcw South Wales but :-tlso in other States and ahroacl. 

Members of the staff pr<>rnrccl artlcles for the .tl t~.stralim~ 
Museum Magazine, :llld austracts of current scientific litera· 
ture for .duiJtralian Bciwce abstracts. A number of them 
ba,·e also contributed apropriatc sections of the edition of 
the .cl ustralion E11cyclopacdia about to be published. Some 
of the members also, from time to time, deliver YOluntary 
lectures to societies and groups interested in natuml histo1·y, 
and contribute news broadcasts on items of topical interest 
as they arise. 

A small cellcetion of sperinlly selected specimens "·as lent 
to the B.B.C. for us~ in a television session, similar to pre· 
vious sessions for which museums in Britain and the United 
States had pro,·iclod material. The session was reported to 
ha,•e been one of the most intercsli11g of the series-perhaps 
on account of the fact that some of the unique Austra Jia1t 
B!lccimens were actually seen by viewers for the first time. 

An interesting and profitable exchange of speci mens was 
made with the Ubcrsee Museum, Brcmen, by which we received 
a series of musical instruments used bv nntives in Enst Asia 
and Africa in return for an Australian 'canoe and some objects 
from Fiji. 

The exhibition fenturing the life and culture of the Aus· 
trnlian aborigines, referred to in the lnst Annual Report, 
had a Yery fa\'Ournhle reception in the United States, and 
Uoesco authorities luwo receil·ctl requests for it to be exhibited 
later in Cauada, Malaya nnd New Zealand. 

Birds, Rcptilrs 1111d 1Jatrar11iO!l8. (J. R. King horn, Curator; 
J. A. Kcast, M.Sc., Assistant Curator). 

More tl1an 200 birds were added to the registered collection 
Many of them from the material collected by the Xorth-west 
t\ustralia Expedition. Thirty-three specimens of reptiles and 
batrnchians were registered and added to the collections. :Many 
specimens of bircls and reptiles were also received for idcnti· 
llcation nnd report. 

Advice concerning the economic status of species of birds 
f•as been given to offic•crs of lhe Department of Agriculture, 
Pasture~ Protection Boards, and the Chief Secretary's Dep:~rt· 
mcnt. Ofllcers in charge of electricity sub-stations haYe been 
given ad\'icc in con nee lion with disruption of services en used 
by the short circuiting of switches by green tree-frogs. Prob· 
!ems associated with stnrlings, pigeons and sporrows as pests 
ou buildings hn\'O hcen cliscuss<'d with Ch,ic Authori ties. 

Assistance was nlso given to a llngc number of d siting inter· 
s~ate nnd overst:':Js wOI'kcrs, as w<'ll ns to many local ornitholo· 
g~sts, nnd correspondence was kept up with 1·csearrh workers 
overseas. 

Research l1as b<'!m (':ll'rit>ll out on the gem1s 'f>.qeut7cc11iR :~ud 
eome types were examined in the Notional Museum, Melbourne. 
Some interesting dis~ovel'ics hn,•o been made concerning ti1e 
bones of the skull or Ir'11rina, and the dentition of Oxyuramu.s in 
relation to Pscudccllis and the Indian genus Naia, whilst the 

concluding work on R1ty11o1loclaps has been set aside pending 
receipt of further specimens from Queensland and Central 
Australia. 

Mr. Kinghorn made se"cral short visits of the Jenolan 
Caves nren. to study \•arialions in the bird population. This 
population has been adversely affected by the depredations of 
cats, but these are being gradually exterminated and a better 
picture of the bird life should be obtainable in the Spring 
when the uomaclic species return. In June the mid-winter 
population \I':JS unexpectedly small. 

~s representative of the MuseUlll, Mr. Kinghorn took an 
a~tn·e part in t)Je work of the Fauna Protection Panel, which 
d1scusscd such questions :~s sanctuaries, fauna reser"ations 
and primiti\'c :1rens-the main areas considered including the 
Kos<"iusko National Park, Morton Prin1itive area, and Mac· 
qual"ie Marshes. Ho also attended an interstate Fauna Con· 
fcren~e held in Me! bom·lle. 

?.Jr. Kcast wns absent 011 len,•e for the whole year, studying 
nt Harva1·d Unh·ersily. All part of his progralllllle ho is 
working on bird matcl"ial taken from Australia for the purpose, 
illlcl he is also tnking Lhe opportu11ity to examine types of 
Australi:w species housc<l in the United States. 

Mammals {11/(l BloclctOIIS. (E. r~o 0. Troughtou, Curator; R. B. 
Donnelly, Science Trainee). 

J>urt of lhe marsupial display was re·arranged, and con· 
~i.demlion was given to somo re·al'fnngement of the skeleton 
d1spluy nud th<' rccasiug of the giraffe skeleton witbin the 
wall case series of skeletons. 

Fneilitics nud ad1·ice rcg:11·ding their research en marsupial 
and cranial <'Oiloctions wcce afforded to Professor R. A. Stirtou 
and Mr. 'l'edforcl, of tbe University of California, ou two 
visits to Australia. Assistanre was also gh·en to Dr. II. C. 
~ep~olds, research fellow of the University of California, 
1u Ius study of the reproducti,·e cycle of ~arsupialia; to Pro· 
frssor P. R. lllorrison, of the University of Wisconsin; to Mr. 
\\'. ll. Swauson, a 'isiling Fulbright "Research Scholar: and 
to ::llrs~rtl. K. B. Htal!<'l" a nd J. R. Da,·idson of the Los Angeles 
~useum, who arc collecting iu Xcw South Wales aud Queens· 
laucl for their :\Iu~cum. Information was prepared for the 
Gonion Craig Laboratory aud the Departments of Zoology and 
Yctcrinary Science at the University of Sydney; for Professo1· 
llodeuhtimer, of the Uui,•ersity at Jerusalem, regarding the 
ecologv of our desert fauna; for Mr. Anton de Vos, of Ontario 
Agricultural College, as to the effect of deer and other exotic 
fauna on conscrmtion in A nslralia; :m<l for t he Oxford Uni· 
YCI'sity Mnseum r<';:nrtling the cranial characters of the family 
Mncropodidal'. 

The Natuml 1Iistor>· Soc·icty at Caims wns assisted with 
idrnliflr:llions, nud 1110 Departments of Agriculture and Public 
Health wore advised on \•arious problems. 

Mr. Troughton rcll(lc t·ed as$istancc to the Premier's Dep:lrt· 
meut as n mcm)H'I" of n spccinl committee which reported on 
the qucKtiou of nllcgcd cruelly regarding the housing and 
trcutmmt of ciJ·cus auimals. 

Prcpnrations were complotecl for M1·. Troughton to carry out 
field work for nbout two mouth:~ in the Mt. Hagen district in 
N~w Ouinen, in a~sociation with Mr. N. B. Blood of the Ne'v. 
Guinea Atlmiuistrntion. During this expedition it is boped 
that rcprl'sentntiv<!s will he obtained of species collected by 
Britit~h, Unitl'<l Stnt<'s, :uul Swedish expeditions which have 
previously collected under the guidance of Mr. Blood. 

A rC'port on "Thr Prt!srr,·ation of Indigenous Fauna and 
Florn" was prep:nctl for indnsion in the discussions of the 
Second Pan-Indian Oce:m Science Congress to be held in 
August, 1954, and one on a simil:~r sub.]ect for the meeting 
of A.!\.Z.A.A.S. held at Canberra in January, 1954. 

The text of School L<'atlcts on the platypus and the Spiny 
Ant·Entrr wt•re suprr\'iscd, the manuscript of the Mammal 
section of n Bushwalkers' Manual was revised, and mammal 
r.ections of th<' Australi:~n Eneydopaedia (except the "Whales") 
were complrtecl. 

Fi.11!e.~. (0. r. Whit!<')", Curator.) 
Ahout four hunclr<'d fiRht!S were r<'c<•h·ed during the year. 

They camC.> from all the St:ct:1s and from Papua·New Guinea, 
Nr\v Cnll'clonia, l•'iji, .T11pan mal FormMn. A ~elcctiou of 
puiTt•r-fish(lH wns received from Dr. T. A be, of Tokyo. The 
Jar~est collertion,.mnclc hy l\l r. K . Gotlf1·e.v. o.f C.S.I.R.O. 
DiviHion of trisiH•rJ!'S, f•·om north·wC'st Anstraha tnclncled one 
J•ew spccil's Hurl se,,cral new Rtnto recortls. By exchange a 
,.n Jnablc assortment of tropic·rtl fishc!l wos received from t he 
Qucenslancl Depn rlmcnt of l111rhou1·s and Ma1·inc. Mr. F. A. 
MrNeill, rollectinr. with Coloncl J. K. IIow<lrd :~ long the 
Qucl'nslnucl coast, ohla.inctl s~veral shore fishes new t~ Qu~ens· 
land and one new spl'tl<'S. F1shcs from tl!e N?rthern ferntory 
were J'ecch•ccl from the Common11·eollh Jo'ishcnes Office. 

A 1H'w exhibit of Thresher and Herbst's Sharks wa& installed 
in the gnllcr~·. 



Tcchuital in Cormntion an cl nssistanee was pro,·ided for a , ·cry 
large number of inquirers. Ineluded amongst these were Royal 
Tour Officinls (concernin~ entering for H.M. the Queen), 
Viscount Althorp (prcscrnng a striped marlin), -~ollengues 111 
the Uni\'ersities of Tr:wancorc (re sh11rk), Hawau (taxonomy 
of Teutllidac and Otltos), !:>taufor<l, <.:alifornin (particulars of 
eo-type of Indian shark), and Sydney (fishes suitable for 
physiological experiments) Dr. D. C. Arnold Oxford (C~ra· 
pidae), llenlth Ucpt. I.os .Angeles (poisonous flshes), Amencan 
Mu~cum of Natural Jristory and angling bodies in U.S.A: n~d 
Australia (m:lrlins), C'.S.I.R.O. Division of Fisheries (b1bho· 
graphical datn :md references), Fisheries Brane~, Chief Secre· 
tary's Department (idC'ntifications of comm~I'CI:II_ nsh~s, and 
re bass culti,·ation), Health Department (Hienhficahons of 
tinned and filleted fish sold uuder mislending names), Dep:Art· 
ment of llarbours :md Marine, Queensland (barramundi d ata 
and Mmes of small fishes from Gulf of Cnrpentaria), Mr. 
E. 0. 0. Scott, l.nunceston (datn on pipefishcs), Mr. T. C. 
Roughley (n new Dory and North Australian. catfishes), and 
Mr. D. H. Graham, Lower Hutt, N.:-1. (rev1sed matter for 
second edition of "Trcnsury of New Zealand Fishes''). 

The preparation of information in response to inquiries and 
the routine work of the Depnrtmcnt left little time for reseal'ch. 
lu the conrso of identify ing material, some new or interesting 
spcrics ~nmo to light and some of t hem ha,•c, been descri?ec~; 
Tho gutlgoons were ovcrhanled nnd ~tome ·old colleetJOn 
specimens identified nncl cntnloguccl. Work is proceeding on 
"]'ishcs of Austrnl in" ancl n proposed popular handbook on 
freshwater fishes. 'fwo p11 p<'l'S ( " .J\'ishes collected l)y the Aus­
tralian Museum Expedition, 19.32" and ·'Studirs in Ichthyolo.~ry 
No. Hi") were published in the Records, one ("More new fish 
names nnd reconls") in the Australian Zoologi.,t, ancl one 
("New locnlity rrcorcls for some Australinn fishes'') in the 
l'rocceclillgs of tlte Royal Zoological SoMet.v of '!I".S.W. Two 
other papers h:\\'c been COUI!lleted for publication, and a paper 
ou the food of Trout, by the late K. C. McKeown, was 
preparecl for publication. 

An illustration of a reconstruction of a fossil fish (f'arbry· 
iclltltys) was prepared for t he Royal Society of ?\.S.W., and 
a drawing (b~· Jo~·ce AJI:m and G. P. Whitley) of the fish, 
Ba.ssogigas, taken by thr "Galathea·• from the greatest depth 
from which any li~<h has been caught, was published in the 
Gcogra1Jitical Journal, London. 

Insects and A.-aclmid.~. (A. Musgrnvc, Curator; D. K . Me· 
Alpine, Science Trainee; l\ancy B . .:\dams, Assistant.) 

The number of inquiries received in this Department is 
greater than in any other department, and the time of the 
present limited stnfl' is largely t:1ken up in the preparation of 
the information sought. Amongst visitors inspecting collec­
tions and consulting literature \\'Crc Messrs. T . G. Cnmpbcll, 
E. F. Rick, K. 'l'aylor ancl Dr. P . B. Carnc, of C.S.I.R .O. 
Division of ·l~ntomolog,r; E. S. Brown (Dept. of Agriculture, 
Jloniara, Solomou Tx.); .T. ]). BnHlley (British Museum); 
l>r. l'1 • II. Hull (University of Mississippi); A. J. Pnl'l·ott 
(C:mthron Institute, N.Z.); A. 111. Douglas (Wester n Aus­
tntlian Museum); A. Neboiss (Dept. of Lnncls, Melboumc) · 
B. Wic_kstccd_ (Lon!l?u); S. Angel (Hob:n·t) : II. Womcrs lcy 
(A<lelaHlo); m a<ldtlion to many local entomologists. 

Work done _on _t_he coll~ct_ions included re,·ision of the Apoitlea 
(Bees) nnd Scolndac (Hauy Flower Wasps) . 'fhe Australian 
Cnrculionit!ac (Wcc1·ils), the largest group of Australian 
heetles, con~11rising between 3,000 and 4,000 species, was com­
pletely rensed, as were also the nllicd families Bruchidac 
Anthribiidac, Brenthi<lac, Scolyticlae and Plat.n>odidae. :His~ 
A <lams assisted in these rc,·isions, and also spent some time 
clealinJI: with ~pedmcus received, and l:tbelliu<> moths in t he 
l\li<ldleton Collection. "" 

Crusta~ea antl Lower lln-atrbratcs. (F. A. i\ItXeill, Curator; 
Ehzabetb C. Pope, ~I.Sc., A~sistant Curator.) 

)fore tb_an fi,·e hundrcrl specimens of Cn:stacea were aclclccl 
to the ref!J_stered collections, the outstanding acquisitions being 
(1) ndchtlonal named Stomatopoda (:Mantis shrimps) fl'om 
l'rofr~sor W. Stcphenson, Uni\·ersitv of Queensland; (2) Det'a· 
podn Crustacea collcetc<l by :1\l r. 11cNeill from the Great Banier 
Rce~; (3) nnmc<l Parastn<-iclac (freshwater crayfish) :lnd 
~ty1dae (frcshw_atrr shrin~ps) from Mr. E. I!'. Rick,' Canbernl; 
•. nd ( 4) American Fpcc1es of Pcnacidae (commercial and 
relate_d prawns) from Dr. Kellogg, U.S. National Museum 
\Vaslungton. • 

:rhe_ cxteu~i\'e ~ollcr.t i_on3 of inve1·tcbr:.tes made hy Mr. 
?.~(NCJII cl urtng Ins VISit to tllo Great Barrier Reef w.it:1 
Col. J . _K. li0\1'?1'(1 were sortNl nncl labelled. Representat i,·o 
Australian spec1es of the rare murine worm L1rcnicola were 
llCnt for study to Dr. Well~, UnivCI'Sity College, London. 

.,. Assist~nre> wa~ r~nclerccl t? the Qucensl:'lnd University Sdcn<'c 
• -t~1 dcnt_s Asso~ l atJon (llllm l n~t or n coll~ction of Dccapocla); 
WJid L 1fc 8~ctton of C'.H.I.H.O., Griffith (exnmination of crus­
tac~au rcm_ams from the crop!! of ch:cks); Wild Life Pre•er· 
, ·atJon Soc1cty o.f Au&trnlia (re,·i!iOIJ of tY~anuscript on l;cal 

murine life); 1'1·ofcssor W. Stcphcnson, University of Q. 
land (study of Quecn~hmd cmbs of the family Portu 1~d~~)s: 
and Mr. A. Longhurst, Bedford College London (d t' 
conce1·ning Austrnlinn Phyllopoda-freshwate~ shield and f ~a 
suimp!!) . airy 

The gallery exhibit showing corals of the South-west Pac'fi 
was completed, and material collected for further new exhib1i~ 
illustrating coral island crustaceans and marine fouling 
organisms. 

11 manuscrit>t wns completed in collaboration with Professor 
W. Stcphenson on "'fho Australinn Stomatopodn. (Crustacea) 
in the collections of the Australian Museum, \\;tb a Check 
List and Key to the known Australian species". Some further 
progrcs!! was made with the examination of the Decapoda 
collected by the British Great Barrier Reef Expedition. 

Miss Pope ditl furthe r work on Western Australian and 
Queensland Cirripedia (barnacles) . She was abroad on leave 
from the beginning of January nnd while in Europe took advan­
tngc of opportunitic11 to ex-amine museum collections especially 
of Cirripcdia. ' 

Shells. (Joyco Allnn, Curator; D. F . )icMichael, lli.A., B.Sc., 
Assistant Curator) . 

Miss All nu \I' !IS n brond on long service lenve until Novem­
ber. Dudng th is period she attended t he XIV International 
Zoological Qongrest~ nud nlso the Intcmational Colloquium 
on Zoological Nomenclature at Copenhagen and visited a. num­
ber of museums in Britain. Sho nlso worked for a periou at 
the B!·itish Museum (Natuml_ History), coucent~ating on type 
matenal an<l rn re shells of mterest 111 connechou with Aus­
tralian couchology. 

After her return she d<'nlt with accumulated routine mat­
ters, and with collections of shells submitted for identification. 
Many of the inquiries accompanying these collections are of 
importance in connection with research work at ,·arious insti· 
tutions, e.g., University of Sydney, School of Public Health 
and Tropicnl Medicine, C.S.t.R.O. Dh·ision of Fisheries, and 
State and Commonweulth Fisheries Departments. Other in­
quiries have come from the press, commercial houses and 
oil companies. 

11 "Reference List of Shells of Xew South Wales" has been 
compiled and typed from manuscript prepared by 1Ir. T. lredalc 
while he was Curator, and since kept up to date by )lr. Ire­
dale aud l\liss Allan. Miss Allau is prepariug a short paper 
on some Nudibranehia ::~nd is contiuuing a re\'ision of the 
families Cypraeidae nnd Conidae, families of importance iu 
the Molluscnn fauna of Australia. 

Mr. MrMichacl was absent for almost the whole year work· 
ing at Jiarvard Uni1•ersity. lie spent a little t ime en 1·oute 
nt the British Museum examining type material of fresh­
watcl' mussels, t he main subject of his studies at ll:m·arcl. 
He completed his year 's worl< :wd obtained the degree of Master 
of Arts nt Ilarvard. 

l•'os~ils. ( IT. 0 . Fletchcr, Cnra tor) . 
Accessions, toto lliug 213 specimens, includecl n series of 

well-p reservetl plnnts from T1·inssic rocks near Warialdn Creek, 
presented by Dr. J. Haclc; specimens of Glo.s~optcris amp/a 
from the l'crmian Upper Coal :Measures at the Aberdare Col· 
liery nenr Cessnock, presented by llr. II. E. llyers; grapto­
Iitcs from Ordo,·icinn rocks of Southern N cw South Wales, 
from the Geological Survey of ::-rew South Wales: and mar· 
supial remains from the cave-breccia nt Wombeyan Ca\'CS. col­
lected by Mr. Fletcher and Profcs~or R. A. Stirton. A complete 
skull of the Sabre-toothed Tiger, Smi/odo11 cali[ornicus, from 
the Rancho La Brea tar pit at Hollywood. California, \\':1~ re· 
cein!tl 011 indefinite loan from Professor Stirton of the t'm,·er· 
sity of California. Dnring thl! year further fossil :!pecim~ns 
were transfened from the ;\linin~ .\luscum to the AIJstrahan 
i\luseum collections, including Permian and Carboniferous 
specimens from United Stntrs of America representing mostly 
genem which oc<'ur in Australian rocks; a collection of types 
and co-typrs of Xcw Routh \\'ales Ordo,·ieinn graptolites; and 
a series of Palneozoi<, corals, many of which wi!J probably 
pro,·e to be type specimens. 

Work is proceeding on thl' cataloguing of the fossil eoll~c­
tions nn<l at the same time sc:ll'l:h is made for type matenal 
which has !wen recortlr<l in literature as being in the eoli?C· 
tion of the } l ining llluseum or the Australian :1\fuseum. A hst 
of the typ<'s of A nthozoa in the collection is being prepared 
a nd a number or types, supposed to be missing, h:11·c been 
locntrd. 

Many spe~ imcns WCI'O rercivccl fo r iclCJitificat.ion, including 
eolloction~ 8\'nt h,v mcmbcrl! ol' the Ocologknl Snr,•ey for r~port 
hy Mr. Flctchcr in his cupncity ns Honorar.y P;~laeontolo~IS~ ~:o 
t hat Dcpartmt'nl. Assi!lllllH'C givrn to institutions nnd Jlldl\J· 
duals included identifitat ion of a <·ollcction of ,·ertebrnte ~c­
mains from A bcrnomhil' < 'nl'l'R (for the Department of ~ou~ tst 
:Actil•itics); JWO\ isiou ol' photographs of fossils for pubht':thon 
111 the Austl':tlian Encvrlopnedia (:\lc~sr~. Angus and 1\ober.t­
~on) ilnd in \1 new t'dition of the Children's EncyclopaedJa. 



(Messrs. Goorgo New11es, Ltll.); phologrnplt of 1'1•ylMolco 
carnifcx for n research papc•· nnd iufo•·mution ns to the occut·· 
reuco of DiiJrotodon 111iltOI' in New South Wnles (Mr. E. D. 
Gill National Museum, Melbourne); information rcg:mliug 
h·p~ Corals (Dr. Dorothy Hill, Uuin•rsity of (~uccnsland); 
nnd facilities to exami~1e m~tcrial given to Professor R. ~· S~ir· 
tou (University of Cahforma) nnd M•·· W . Swnnsou (Umvcrs•ty 
of Chicago). ' A small collection of unregistered duplicate 
fossils was pro1•idcd for use in Pakistan uni1•crsities. 

Field work included visits to Wellington Ca•es to advise 
Mr. J. Mahouey, of the University of Sydney, rc~ardiug col· 
lection of nrtcbrntc fossils; to Dunas Waters, near Butcmuu·s 
Bny to invest.ignto a report on nn \llll'ecorded occurrence of 
E11rydesma in rocks of the Upper Marino Series (Em·ydcsma 
was previously only known in the Lower Marine Series); Port 
Kembln. and Ullndulla. districts itwestigntiug mineral and fossil 
occurrences· and Wombeyan Caves where I'Crtebrnte material 
was ccllect;d nt the locality f•·om which the late Robcrt Broom 
recorded vertebrate remains in 1896. 

Research inclu<led further work on reptilian footprints from 
the Rawkesbury Sandstone at Bcrowrn, an<l on new species of 
bil•ah·es and gastropods from the Perminn rocks of New South 
Wales. A paper on "Graptolitc Localities of the Snowy Moun­
tains" was completed. 

Lapidary work has proceeded satisfactorily and the micro· 
sections, mainly from rock specimens, prepared arc of higb 
standard. 

Minerals and Rocks. (R. 0. Chalmers, A.S.T.C., Curator; 
J. F. Lol'ering, M.Sc., Assistant Curato•·; Fridn Sachs, 
Assistant) . 

Twelve rocks and 285 minerals were added to the registered 
collection. They included a hitherto unrecorded nerolit.e 
ploughed up at Coolamon about thirty years ago by Mr. G. A. 
Eisenhauer who presented it; minerals from Prospect and 
from the Dunmore Quarry, near Kiama, rollcctcd by Ma·. R. 0 . 
Chnlmers; mincrnls from the Broken Hill district, collected 
by Messrs. R. 0. Cbalmers and J. F. Lo,·ering; a small collec· 
tion of rare minerals, some recently noted for the first time 
from N'ew South Wales, presented by Drs. A. B. Edwards 
and J. McAndrew of C.S.I.R.O. Mincragraphic Section; ~and ::t 
small collection of chromito specimens pr~scntcd by M. R. 
Pomeyrol, oil geologist in New C:tledoni:t. 

A record number (268) of inquiries was dealt with, includ­
ing m:my on uranium minerals and gemstones. Increasing use 
is being made of the facilities of the Department for identifica­
tion and valuation of gemstones :md ornamental stones. Ser· 
pentinizcd dolerites were examined for l\1(. R. Pomeyrol in con· 
ncction with oil search in Now Caledonia. Specimens were 
lent for research purposes to the Minerngraphie Section and 
the Division of Building Research, C.S.I.R.O. Assistance 
was given to :Mrs. Beatricc Gt·:!ut, widow of the late Pratrick 
Grant, in making arrangemeuts for disposnl of tho Grant 
Collection on gemstones which ha<l been on loan to the Museum 
for many years. 

The exhibition of meteorites was replnnned and in ~he space 
g:.incd it is proposed to instal an exhibit of the minerals 
collected during recent years from 'the Prospect quarries. 

Mr. W. Cnssidy, a Full.lt·ight scholar from the Uni1•ersity 
of New Mexico, spent some time examining the collection of 
tektites, and he sent us a number of specimens of weathered 
meteorite fragments from the Wolf Creek Crater. 

Research activities include preliminary examination of many 
of the minernls collected at Prospect; st>nding of cloy nncl 
chlorite minerals from Prospect and JlJuriowie to Mr. \V. F. 
Cote, C.S.I.R.O. Building Research Division, for examination by 
X-ray nnd differential thermal analytic met heels; work on 
ston;y meteorities taken by Mr. J. F. Lo,·eriug to the California 
Institute of 'fcchnology, Before leaving for California, Ma·. 
Levering complctc<l for publication two papers on his work 
on the Wiannmntta Group. 

The preparation of thin sections continued steadily, but a 
number now await examination, as a result of the ahsl'nce of 
lllr. L.overing abroarl . The geographicnl index of lhc rock 
collechon is :lpproaching completion. 

Visitors who ex a mined portions of the eollPctions iucludcrl 
Profe~scr C. 0. Hutton, Stanfonl, t:.S.A., Dr. 13. ;\lason, 
Amcnc:m Museum of Natural llistory, Dr. A. B. Edwarcls and 
Dr .. T. MeAnclrew, C.S.I.R.O. Mincr::tgrnt>hit• Section, anrl )£r. 
n. C. Sprigg, formerly of Geological Sun·cy of South 
Auslrnlia. · 

APsistnnce wag r!'reh·ecl from the Dt•ft•nct> Resenr~h T.allorn· 
torics in eonncction with the slicinoo of mctcoritc3 for r!'sc:~rcb 
purposes, et~ . o 

:-.r~. ~overing l!'ft in S!'pt!'mhC'r to sp!'n<l 11 ye:'IT stn<l,,·inA" :1t 
the ( nhfornin Jnatitnte of Tcdanolorry Mi~s f'l:1chs 1\'11!< :ahs<'nt 
for Ill'!' months :IN the rt'sult of an 'lir~iclcnt. 

Dming tlac yenr an ar rangement wns completed with the 
Joint Coal Bonrd, under which a modern petrological micro· 
scope and accessory equ•1>ment was made 11\'ailable ou loan to 
tlou Museum and 111 return it was agreed that officers of the 
Ucpnrtment of Minerals :w<l Hoclts would undertalte research 
on some of the problems of sedimentary petrology associated 
with rocks of the coal nacnsua·cs, in addition to affording 
assistance to the Joint Coal Board iu problems which might 
arise from time to time. 

AniiiTOllOlogy ancl 1\"umismatic.,. (F. D. McCarthy, Dip. 
Authr., Curator; G. C. Heyde, lion. Numismatist.) 

A total of 1,3:J2 specimens was added to the registered 
collection, 1,165 of tlwm being material collected by the 
Austrnlian·American Arnhem Land Expedition. Donations 
included twch·e hafted axes, weapons and wood carvings from 
New Guinea and the Solomons (l:lte Dr. L. D. Brennan); 
New Guinea bow (Master H. Bann); Human-hair helmet, 
Central New Guinea (Mr. E. G. Mylne); ram's llorn trumpet, 
150 years old, usc<l in n synagogue in Jerusalem (Mr. B. 
Daris); model of a Toradja House, Cclebes (Commander T. F. 
Knox); examples of weal'ing, Gilbert Is. and Cclebcs, and 
basket work, Vancouver Is. (late Mrs. A . B. Cotter); E~kimo 
needle-case in the form of !t carved i1·ory seal, Greenland 
(Mr~. H . F. B. Castlr); cnn·cd stool, Trob1·ian<l ls. (Mrs. 
l'oolc); 3 bronze arrow-points, Egypt (Mr. W. Patterson); 
19 wood carvings, wca}JOlll!1 etc., New Guinea and Pacific 
Islands (Miss .!!:. Barkley); rare shell money from Rossel Is. 
(Rev. H. Robinson); 4 bark paintings, Sepik R. district, New 
Uuincn (Mr. Colin Simpson); Masai w.capons, Ea~t Africa 
(Mr. E . G. Donl<in); n11 old c·lub, Merriwn, and a hnnd·nxe, 
'l'nmbo, Q. (Miss E. M. Allan); a. pair of Ktmlaitja shoes worn 
by sorcerers in ecntntl Australia. (Mr. A. Poignrmt); sncre<l 
boards and a hnftcd axe, Kimberlcys (1\fr. E. G. Donkin); 
woman's striugybark co,·er, Oroote Bylnndt (late l~el'. H. E. 
Warren); a gnarl container, the only specimen known from 
New South Wales, found in a rock shelter ou the upper Man· 
grove Creek, Hawkesbury Rivrr (l\1arilyn an<l John Usher) ; 
stone axes f••om Gum L11kc (Mr. M . .!!:. Stannard), Thirroul 
Bench (Mr. J, Turner), Tnrnna (Mr. R. H. F. Fletcher), Moss 
Vnlc (Mr. rr. Dubi), Gwydir R. (Mrs. R. W. Baldwinson), and 
Nt>w Guinl'a (Mr. W. Allnn); a stone knife, Northern 'l't>rritory 
(~flo. I<. Colley); two large Worimi elt>nvcrs, ~angram Lng~on, 
('ontlnmiM R., Q. (Ma· . . J . 1\f. Cli.ft) . A scncs of 69 musccnl 
instruments nnd other sperimrns was rccei,·cd by exchange 
from the Ubersee Museums, H1·emcn, Germany i and two uniface 
!<tone implt'mt'nts of Palneolithic age from Jo'rancc, from M. L. 
Gnn·. 

1\ number of \'isitors cx:uninecl portions of the coll<'rtions : 
Mr. P. Worsloy of the Anstrnlian N:ltiomtl University (the 
Grootc E,vlandt collcetions); Mr. D. J. 'l'ngby, of the Nation::~ ! 
Museum Melbourne (band nxcs in the stone implement rollec· 
lion); Dr. Koymnn, Leyden Museum (New Guinea collection); 
Dr. IT. Petri Frankfurt Museum (specimens from north-western 
Australia). 

1
Mr. and Mrs. We~beuga, of JI~w~ii, made inqu!ries 

nbont aboriginal rock engr:wmgs and pnmtmgs. The Du·ec· 
l'ors of threo New Zenla!1d Museums (Dr. 0. Archey.l. ~uc~· 
land; Dr. R. Duff, Chnstch~rch; nn<l ~r. Fl:. D. ~::>k•~net, 
Dunecliu) inspected the collccllou ~f l\Iaon grcenstonc ObJects. 
:Mmc. Oirnrd, Curator of Occamc Anthropology, ~usee de 
rllomme, P:nis, inspected the Pnc~fic Collections. :1\I r. A. B. 
r,ewis, Chicago, examined the eollccbon of New Ireland :Malnng· 
gan carvings. 

Iuforanntion was prepnl'ed for l\Ir. K. Elik·Larsson, Cotcborg, 
Rwc<lcn (on shell trumpets), Dr. Fockcn, )[clbourno (on 
boomer:.ng!>), Dr. 'l'olstoy, Unil'ersity of .Mexico (on hark·cloth 
bc:ltt'rs), Dr. Desmoud ~lark, Rhoc)C!!·Lh·ing~ton.e Mu~ruru, 
P.outh Afri~ll (on Austrnhan club·gnps and chggtng st•cks) , 
nncl others. 

A new exhibit on the Race~ of Man in Ocenuia wan installed 
in the gallery nnd tw~ of lhe ~a~gc wnll paintings illustratiug 
th<' life of the Austrahan Abongmes were completeu :.nd hung. 

Mr. McC=:~rthy spent two weeks in .the Mnn~rove Creek ::t ~1':1. 
recording six groups of rock cngra.nngs. Tlus completed ,he 
r<'cordin" of some tive hnnrlrccl figures in a dozen groups on one 
ridge nbout ten miles long. 

'fhree n:annscripts for tht> rt>port of the Arnhrm Land 
<'Xpt'dition wt'r<' fina!Jy completed, •iz., The Cnvc Pt~intings of 
Grootc mHl (.'hasm IslntHls; A reh:\eology of Arnlwm Land 
(with F. ?.'f. Fietzler); nnrl "'l'hc Str:ing Figure~ of North· 
<astern Aruhem Lnnd'' (rcfencd to 111 the preHot:s Anm~nl 
lkport). 

'!'he text was completed of a _pnr.er ~egu.n by the late. 
Professor D. R. Da1·iclson on "The Dastnhntaons nn<l.C'hro~olog) 
of some important Typ<'s of Stone Jmplcmrnts 111 \\ estern 
A ustrali:l''. Notl's mt1d~ clnring tho past fifteen yrnrs on 
groups of rock engrn\'iugi:l rt'conlccl in the Sydney-Jlnwl~esb.ury 
clistril't wert> pa·cpnrc1l in nine pnp<'rs for fu~ure puhhcahOI~. 
An nrti<'l<' on "Rock F.ngr:wing~ beside our Xntton:1l n.aghways' 
w:lS publishe1l in ")lain Rn:uls'' issued h~· the ~lnl!l Roads 
nrpartmcnt. Two pnpt r::l on ~tOll(' ArrnngPmcnt~ 011 ~roote 
Byl:lnclt, t't'fcrrccl tv in bst ~·car's R<•port, :lJlpC:ll'l'<l 111 the 
•·Jt{'rorcls". 



A number of apccimens was lent to firms for various types 
of display: Messrs. Angus and Robertson Ltd., Farmer & Co. 
Ltd., Marcus Cl:lrk and Co. Ltd., Murray & Co. Ltd., and 
Antllony Hordorn's Ltd., for window displays; David J ones, 
Ltd., in connection with a display of pottc1·y; and Chauvel 
Films in connection with the film "Jedda.". 

Numismatics.-1\!r. G. C. Heyde continued to render valu­
able assistance in the identification and >aluation of coins, 
medals and tokens submitted by tlle public for report. The 
collection of medals awarded by Australian scientific societies 
was placed on permanent display in the coin cabinets. 

Department of Preparation. (J. Kingsley, Officer-in-Charge; 
H. D. Rughes, A.R.P.S., R. D. Mackay, and F. J . S. 
Beeman, Assistant Preparators.) 

The gallery cases and exhibits were inspected at regular 
intervals and maintained in good order. . 

Work carried out during the year included the followlllg: 
Mammal and bird skins prnpared or mount-ed, 36; mammal, 
bird and skeleton exhibits reconditioned, 246; crab exhibit 
prepared, 1; skulls prepared or reconditioned, 31; disar~cu· 
lated bones prepared, 65; sharks' jaws prepared, 2; negat1ves, 
photographic prints and lantern slides prepared, 1,905; photo, 
prints mounted, 253; films projected, 394; preparation of 
moulds (20), plaster casts (3); acrylic resin casts (1), phenolic 
resin casts (14); mounting of 4 casts ; colouring of 31 casts; 
mural paintin~s, 2; <lrawings prepared, 115 (29 colour and 
wash) ; colourmg of fteh eye, necessaries, mounted exhibits 
and sharks' jaws, 45; mounting of 14 coral specimens; and 
repair of 4 fossil and 6 mineral specimellS. 

The Giant Sloth skeleton exhibit was recoloured in a natural 
bone colour in place of the rod-brown. The work of installing 
the redesigned coral exhibit in the invertebrate gallery was 
completed. 

The installation of floureseent lighting in the Anthropology 
and Mineral Galleries and of a new ftoor in the Fossil Gallery 
involved the Department of Preparation in the removal of all 
specimens from the cases and their subsequent replacement. 
Advantage was taken of the opportunity to recolour the back­
grounds in most of the cases and also to rearrange some of 
the exhibits. 

Advice was obtained from the Division of Wood Tech· 
nology as to the best method of treatment of softwood and 
hamboo shafts of spears against borers (which had appeared 
in some specimens) and more than one tliousand specimens 
have been treated. 

An exhi?it showing farm birds, etc., was prepared for the 
Royal Agr1cultural Show; a platypus was reconditioned and 
remounted for the Department of the Navy; and casts of 
three human mandibles are being prepared for the Anatomy 
Department of tl•o University to be sent to Professor R. A. 
Dart of Johannesburg. 

Educatio-n Officer. (Miss P. McDonald, B.Sc., Dip. Ed.) . 
The number of children visiting the Museum in classes is 

still increasing. During the year, 6,472 children attended 
in 167 elo.ss visits, an increase of 537 over the previous year. 

S, 

A programme of lessons has now been arranged fo lA·-­

which visit tho ~Iuseum regularly, and at present r ~ 
classes aro followJng sot programmes on Natural Seie en 
Social Studies. The attendance of children for the n1e ?{ 
June quarter, 1954, was 2,883, an increase of 903 ove p~b • 
corrcspondillg quarter of 1953. r e 

The screening of natural history films during school 
tions continues to attract increasing numbers of children v~c:· 
total attendance for the three vacations was 13 861 comp. ede 
with 10,982 for the year 1952-53. ' ' ar 

Four leaflets in the series on Australian Mammals 
completed. 'fhey deal with the Spiny Ant-Eater p 08S: 
Platypus, and Koala. Preparation of a new leaflet on "A ' 
tralian Aborigines" has been commenced. New question ahe~~ 
have been prepared on Australian Snakes and Lizards Ma 
supials, Skeletons, Beginnings of Life on the Earth' ~­
Australian Mammals, Insects, Races of the Pacific ~eston' 
Caves, Australian Birds, and Pearling. ' e 
. As~i~tance has. been requested_, in preparation for produc· 

hon of film stnps, by Australian Instructional FUme and 
the Visual Education Centre. ' 

Help Ita~ ~een_ given during w_eekend excursions to tho 
IIornsby Guls Ehgh School, studymg the marine rock plo.t­
for!-'1 a~ Lo~g Reef, and t? the Zoology Department of the 
Umvers1ty o£ Sydney, studymg the fauna of freshwater creeks 
and of the marine rock platform. 

An exhibition of posters prepared by children on the material 
they have ~tudied ~'t the Museum was displayed during the sum­
mer vacahon. Th1s was very successful and attracted much 
atteutiou. Arrangements have been made for a similar exhibi­
tion in August, 1954, as a contribution to Education Week. 

The Education Officer attended a Unesco Seminar on "The 
Role of Museums in Education" held in Melbourne in Sep· 
tember, 1953, when many aspects of the value of Museums in 
the school education system were discussed. 

Accessions for the year 1953-54 totalled:-
Vertebrata ...................... . 
Invertebrata ...................• • 
Geological ..... ................ . 
Ethnological, etc. . .............•• 
Miscellaneous ........ ........... . 

733 
1,830 

551 
1,338 

511 

4,963 

P apers and articles published during the year totalled:­
Records of the Australian Museum . . . • 5 
Australian Museum Magazine . . . . . . . . . 29 
Other Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

The Common Seal of tho Trustees of the Australian Museum 
was hereunto o.fll:xed by Order of the Board this fourteent~ 
day of September, 1954. 

li. B. MA THEWS, President, -~ 
A. B. W ALKOM, Director, 

APPENDIX A. 

Truateea of tLe Auatralian Mweum at 30th June, 1954. 

CrOtDn Trtl8tee :-
H. B. Mathews, B.A:. 

Statutory:-
The Hon. the Chief Justice. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
The Hon. the Attorney-General. 
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer 
The Auditor-General. • 
The President of the Medical Board. 

..dppointed :-

The Hon. the Preaident of the Legislative Council. 
The Orown Solicitor. 
The Surveyor-General and Ohief Surveyor. 

The Hon. the Minister f or Worn. 
The Hon. the Minister for Education. 

:Mlective:-
Professor A. N. St. G. Burkitt, M.B., B.Se. 
Frank B. Spencer. 
0. G. Vickery, B.E., :M.I.E. (Aust.) 
Walla.ce 0. Wurth, C.M.G., LL.B. 
Professor A. P. Elkin, :M.A., Ph.D. 
F . McDowell. :a. J. Noble, M.Sc., B.Sc.Agr., Ph.D. 
E. J. Kenny, M.Aust.I.M.M • 
F. L. S. Bell, M.A., F.R.A.I 
Frank W. Rill. 
G. A. Jolmson. 
Professor P. D. F. Murray, M.A"., D.Sc. 


