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1937.

NEW SOUITH WIALES.

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM.

(ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTRES FOR THE YEAR, 1935-1036.)

To His ExceLLENCY THE (GOVERNOR,

The Trustees of the Australian Museum have the honour to submit to yout
Excellency their eighty-second Annual Repors, being that for the year ended 30th
June, 1936,

T'he reports of the various sections demonstrate that during the year the Museum
has continued to make substantial contributions to scientifie investigation and to give
valuable assistance and advice to various Departments of State and to others con-
cerncd with primary and secondars industries.

1 1. TRUSTEES.

At the December meeting Mr, 1. 8, Mance was re-glected to the office of Presi-
dent for the year 1936.

Alter prolonged periods of illness, My. G. M. Blair, Dr. F. E. Wall and
Dr. G. A. Waterhouse resumed attendance at meetings of the Trustees.

Leave of absence while visiting Europe and America was granted to Mr. E. C.
Andrews, Professor W. J. Dakin, Dr. I, E. Wall and Dr. (. A. Waterhouse. M.

- Andrews, Professor Dakin and Dr. Waterhouse were deputed to represent the Trustees

at the 1936 meeting of the Museums Associntion at Leeds.

At the Centenary Celebrations of the Geological Survey of Great Britain, the
Museum was represented by Professor 1. . Richards. -

The Trostees conveyed their congratulations to Mr. John Spence, Auditor-
General, on receiving the hononr of the title C.M.G., and to Sir Charles Rogenthal
on his election to membership of the Legislative Couneil.

A list of the Trustees as at 30th June, 1836, appears as Appendix A.

2, STAFF.

The Australian Museum (Amendment) Aet, 1936, was assented to on 9th April,
1936. This Amendment extends to Museuwm officers the full privileges of long ser-
vice leave according to their period of service under the Board of Trustees,

In order that it might be possible to open the Museum fo the public at 10 am.
as formerly, representations were made to the Public Service Board for an inerease
in the number of Museum Attendants. A request has also been made for the appoint-
ment of a Library Assistant, as it is felt that the work of the library eannot be ade-
quately carried out by the Librarian single-handed.

A list of the staff will be found in Appendix B.

3. Hoxorary Starr Axp HoNorary CORRESPONDENCE.
The Trustees approved of the following appointments to the Honorary Staff:—
Mr. C. F. Laseron, Honorary Correspondent ; Professor J. L, Shellshear, M.B., Ch.M.,
Honorary Archaeologist.
Lists of the Honorary Staff and Honorary Correspondents will be found in
Appendices . and D., and the opportunity is taken to express appreciation of the
services rendered by them to the Museum,

4. Frero Wonrse axp COLLECTING.

Mr. G. P. Whitley visited Lindeman Island, North Queensland, and was suc-
cessful ‘in amassing a large collection and much information rerarding the marine
fauna. Mr. Norman Wallis invited the Trustees to appoint a member of the staff
to accompany himself and others on a eruise on the motor yacht “Wanderer” ta visit
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12, PusriciTy,
) Publicity in the form of the display of showecards in trams and in brochures
issued by the Government Tourist Bureau, has been continued.
8 "l'hirl.\'--*ix Poster Designs, the work of ihe Art Students of the East Sydney
Technical College, were presented to the Trustoes. These have heen suitably framed
n_n(l have been used for display by Mavk Foys Ltd., David Jones Ltd., Farmer and
Co. Ltd., Nock and Kirby, Ltd., and the Governiuent Tourist Burean.

13. Lecrenes axp Broancasts.

Popular Seience Lectures and School Lectures have been continued, and many
voluntary leetures have been delivered by members of the staff to varions edueationg!
institutions and other associations ontside the Muscum.

The tatal attendance at the varions series of lectures was as follows:—

Attendances.
11 Evening lLectures o, .. o % i, oo L8R8
5 School Lectures 5 »in i iz iz e van el
52 Voluntary Lectures . 5,000

Broadeast Talks were delivered by Mr. J..].{. l{i.!:;_'lmrl:l.'

Details of Museum Leetures and attendanees will be found in Appendiz T,

14 Esenoe Muesgoyns' CONTERENOR

A conference of Directors and Curators of Museums and Art Galleries in
Australia and New Zealand was held in Melbourne during the month of Mav. This
conference was promoted and financed by the Carnegie Corporation, New York. Dur-
ing the meeting, which was largely attended, the subject of the Carnegie Corporation
egrants for the improvement of the edueational servires of Anstralia and New Zealand
Muzeums and Art Galleries was digenssed at lenstl and various susgéstions were con-
sidered, having for their objeet the promotion of the work and well-being of the
various institutions concerned, Preliminary steps were taken to estahlish an Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Muscums and Avt Gallepies Assoeiation,

Copy of the report of the Conference proceedings was received by the Trustees,

15. Bumipines axp Equiratest.

The President interviewed the Minister for Edueation and was informed that
Cabinet could not see its way to include in the loan estimates an amount for Museum
buildings extension. The whole question of extensions to the Musenm buildings and
improved storage facilities has from time to time been brought before the Govern-
ment, and an extension on the William-street front, providing for an imposing main
entrance, was submitted to the Executive Committer of the King George V., Memorial,
for eonsideration as a fitting memorial to s late Majesty,

The lack of proper lighting in the palae mtological and mineral galleries was
brought under the notice of the Department of Werks and an inspection was made
Ly officers of that Department. Tt is hoped that in the near future these galleries,
which form part of the oldest wing of the building, will he adequately lighted.

Tmprovements in the display of minerals was initiated hy the installation of
five handsome metal cases. The installation o1 these eases involved the removal of
the existing hand-rail and iron work running round the mineral gallery. Tt iz hoped
that in time the whole mineral colleetion will Lo housed in similar up-to-date display
cases.

16. Frsaxoiit,

A request for the restoration of the Statutory Endowment to the original
amount of £1,000 annually was not granted by tie Government, but the amount of the
Parliamentary Vote was increased by £360.

The total nett expenditure from Consolidated Revenue for the year (exeluding
Statutory Endowment of £800) was £15,620 Ts. 0d., compared with £14.380 15s. 2d.
for last year. Nett expenditure from Trustees' Account Funds (ineluding Statutory
Endowment) was £1,308 3s. 1d., compared with £1,871 11s. 10d. for 1934-35. The
eash balance in the Trustees’ Aceount at 30th June was £286 10s, 0d., as against
£167 25, 4d. at 30th June, 1935

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure and the Revenue Acconnt for the year
will be found in Appendices H and T.

17 Pupnio ATTESDANCES.
Statisties of attendance for the years 1931-1952 to 1935-1936 are appended :—

Week-days. Sundays. Total.
1931-1932 .. 4 o 191,380 59,837 951,217
1982-1933 .. o s 166,749 58,001 220,050
1088.1934 .. T i 136,066 48,478 184,544
1984-1935 .. AR - 150,481 58,74 200,215
1935-1936 .. 52 s 145,016 56,501 202,417
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;mcl ncorporated. A collection of about 2,900 ope, formerly in the possession of the
lsutu ]:’rf)iessor L.._ Halrrmun, wag presented by Mrs., Ilarrison, and tfive fine eabinets
mmm'm’ng n.bout 8,000 eggs, were presented by M, T, P. Austin, along with a register
contaming full data regarding the spetimens,

156 new skins were prepared and 49 old skins, including gallery exhibits, were
rénovated.

A specimen was mounted for the Brokes I Musenm and a Bird of Paradise
was mounted for the sis: “Katoomba” for publicity purposes. IExhibits were prepared
and lent to several business houses. due acknowledement being made to the M useum,
and exhibits were placed af the disposal of photographers and others for various pur-
Poses, A special display was made at Farmer and Uo's premises during the Chil-
dren’s Display st Christinas time.

] My, Tinghorn and My, 1L 8, Geant, Chief Thxidermist, made many inspections
of shipments of birds, and alse assisted the police in ientifying ezgs helioved to have
}men illegally obtained. My, Kinghorn assisted the. Chief Secretary’s Department
. regard to the Birds and Animals Protection Act, and has kept in touch with the
Game Departments in othet States, particularly in an endeavour to secure more uni-
formity in the regulations concerning the granting of permits for the exportation
of Australian birds.

The cellar store rooms were thoroughly overhauled, the various skeletons therein
being removed and the insect-eaten shelves and partitions demoligshed. The lighting
was thus improved and space provided for a number of ezr cabinets,

Reptiles and Batrachians (1. R. Kinghorn in charge: W, Boardman, Assistant),

About 412 specimens were accessioned during the year, including 262 donations,
119 collected, and 31 received by exchange with the Albany Museum, South Africa.
The chief donors of specimens were My, J. M, Rankine, Moola, Queensland: My, Hans
Kroyer, Lindeman Island, Queensland; and Mr. David Wass, The Plains, Nyngan,
New South Wales, To Mr, 8. Benney we are indebted {or o comprehensive collection
made in the Pilliga Sernb, New South Wales.

Fishes (G. P. Whitley in charge),

Over 1,300 specimens were registered during the year, of which over 1,000 were
collected at Lindeman Island, Queensland, by Mr. Whitley and Mr. Melbourne Ward.
These included portion of a Devil Ray, some siew species and various rare examples
or forms not hitherto represented in the Musevm collection. Mr. €. Lewis presented
many exotic aquarivim fishes, and Mr. O, J. J. Wuatson contributed some gpecimens
from the Brisbane River. Trawled species werve presented by Captain K. Moller and
Mr. Melbourne Ward. Fishes from the hitherto unexploved Elizabeth and Middleton
Reefs were collected by Mr. Whitley, who also obtained varions eoastal species from
Bateman’s Bay and metropolitan Leaches.

The stored and exhibited colleetions are in gond ovder, but it has not heen pos-
sible to catalogue all the year's aceessions. A series of fishes from Naura, submitted
by Professor Dakin for identification, has boen only partly worked over. A large
colleetion of soles which had been sent to M. Paul Chabanaud, Paris, sevesal years
ago was returned in excellent condition, and 4 very satisfuctory exthantge of spesi-
mens was effected.

The Articulators prepared easts of a Flutemouth, a Carp, and g Mako Shark.

Mr. Whitley was ealled by the Crown Law Department to give expert evidence
in three cases brought by the Health Departwient agninst fishmongers accused of
gelling fillets not of the nature demanded by the purchaser, and on 27th September
he attended a conference of fisheries with Sir George Julius, Sir David Rivett, Pro-
feszor W. J. Dakin, and Messrs, ‘I, . Roughley and S. Fowler,

Many inquiries from the publie and the press have been attended to as usual,
and Mr, Zane Grey and his companions were provided with books and information
relating to Ausfralian sharks and game fishes. Numerous institutions and depart-
ments were supplied with teehnical information, ineluding the University of Sydney
“(Zoology Department, and Sehool of Public Health and Tropical Medicine), Tech-
nological Museum, Customs Department, Royal Zoological Society, Department of
Agriculture, Rabanl, American Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution
and others.

During the year Mr. Whitley deliverad a vumber of voluntary lectures to
various bodies such as the Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales, the Aquarium
Soeiety and the Geographical Society of New Souih Wales.

Insects, Arachnids, efe. (A. Musgrave in charge; K. C. MeKeown and Miss
'N. B. Adams, Assistants; Dr. G. A. Waterhouse, Honorary Entomologist).

Dr. Waterhouse was abgent on leave during the greater part of the yvear.

The principal donation was the large collection of Coleoptera, including types
and material previously unrepresented in the Museum, by Me. H. T, Carter. Mz, J. W.
Tvans predented types of Jassidae (Leaf-hoppers), and Dr. B. €. Chisholm types of
Millepedes collected by him on the Comboyne platean and determined by Dr. K. W.
Verhoeff, as well s a series of Buropean Diplopoda identified by Dr. Verhoeff. My,
Consett Davis presented type material of Embidiidac colleeted and named by himself:
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'l‘usnmjmnn. by Mr. . D. Maning. Mr. E. Wunderlich presented 168 ohjects from
.|:,g,\' ptian tombs, and Mrs, A. E. Parker 114 Solomon Island specimens.  From Dr, V. M.
Coppleson we received three deformed and decorated skulls from the New Hebrides, and
f rom Mr. J. W, Andrews two boomerangs and three clubs from the Shoalhaven distriet,
New South Wales, Our New Guinea eollection was inereased by 45 specimens from
ﬂlF Mount Hagen distriet, and several specimens from the Upper Fly and Strickland
Rivers. Professor J. L. Shellshear, Honorary Archaeologist, presented a series of endo-
cranial easts of anthropoid apes and primitive types of men.

About 700 stone implements, mainly of the seraper type, were collected on the
gouth coast and in the Emu Plains district, New South Wales.

By exchange we acquired six Maori objects from the Auckland Museum, 54
specimens, including a very fine Maori tiki, from the Mitehell Library, five specimens
from the National Museum, Melbourne, and 203 flint implements from the Mount
Gambier district of South Australia. The principal purchase was a collection of 493
stone implements from the Kongerong Hills distriet, South Australia.

Gallery exhibits have been added to and rearranged. Grave posts from Melville
Island and Arnhem Land, and bark paintings and eeremonial objecis, have been added
to the Australian seetion, and a display of bone and greenstone mere have been ineluded
in the Maori section. A start has been made on the rearrangement of the Australian
stone implements exhibit, which is planned to show distribution of types and affinities
with other eultures.

Three special exhibits were placed on view in the Main Entrance Hall, namely, a
seleetion of exceptionally large stone implements from Australia and the Pacific, a
series of specimens from the Mount Hagen district, New Guinea, and a collection of
Indian brass ware presented by Mrs, E. Harber.

A selection of Mount Hagen material was exhibited at the Conversazione of the
Royal Society of New South Wales on 12th August, 1935, and an exhibit of “The Art
of Primitive Peoples™ was made at the annual Exhibition of the Arts and Crafts Society
of New South Wales. '

The stone implement reference collection has been overhauled, the axes classified
according to varieties and loecalities and stored in gallery cabinets, the percussion
stones and grindstones in the store rooms, and the small flaked material from New Sounth
Wales in workroom cabinets. Cataloguing of this material is proceeding,

The problem of storage in the Anthropological Section is acute. Floor space is
available, but the provision of cabinets is inadequate, and there is urgent need for this
deficiency to be taken in hand.

Many inquiries, verbal and written, have been attended to, and assistance was
given to Mr. N. B. Tindale, Anthropologist to the South Australian Museum; Mr. D, A,
Casey, Honorary Archaeologist, National Museum, Melbourne; and My, C. C, Towle,
who is working on the chipped instruments of Australia. Information on ritual objects
of the Australian aborigines was given to the Rev. W. Deane, who is writing a book on
religion, and the manuseript of a children’s book on the aborigines of Australia wag
examined for Messrs. Whitcombe and Tombs, publishers.

A considerable amount of field work and colleeting was accomplished during the
year. A vock shelter at Emu Plaing, which was exeavated during a series of week-ends
by Messrs, (I, €. Towle, F. D. MeCarthy, and G. Bunyan, yielded a large collection of
specimens; these were deposited in the Museum, and indicate a hitherto unsuspected
sequence of stone implements in New South Wales. A programme of work has been
drawn up to colleet archaeologieal evidence from the old camp sites of the aborigines
in the Sydney distriet, which was at one time inhabited by a considerable aboriginal
population.

Reconnaissances have been earried out by Professor J. L. Shellshear, Honorary
Archaeologist, Mr. F. D. MeCarthy, and Miss E. Bramell, covering the shores of Por?
Hacking, George’s River, and part of the Hawkesbury River district, and detailed
reports and maps have been prepared, and recommendations made for future work and
for the preservation of certain groups of cave paintings. In this work valuable assist-
anece has been received from the Fisheries Branch and Fisheries Inspectors.

Various voluntary lectures were delivered by Mr. MeCarthy and Miss Bramell on
Native Handicrafts, Primitive Art, Women in Primitive Society, and other subjects.

Numismatics. (C. Anderson in charge; F. D. MeCarthy and Miss E. Bramell,
Assistants.)

The most important accession was the eollection of Australinu coins aud tokens,
and a large number of medals, received by exchange with the Mitchell Library. Mr.
J. R. B, Stewart presented a colleetion of coins from Europe and the Far East, and an
example of the medal issued in commemoration of the International Eucharistic Con-
gress held in Syduney was presented by Amor Ltd. The new issue of eoinage for the
Mandated Territory of New Guinea was obtained by purchase, and ten tokens were
received by exchange with Mr. R. W. Fayman, Ivanhoe, Vietoria,

An exhibit of the coins of the British Empire, with photographs and labels giving
the higtory of the eoinage and of the denominations, was installed in the numismatic
cabinets, Labels for the foreign coins are in eourse of preparation,
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APPENDIX (.
HoNORARY STAFF 0F THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM AT 30r# Juxg, 1936.

Professor T, Harvey Johnston, M.A., 1.8¢., Hon. Zoologist.
idw. F. Hallmann, B.Se., Hon. Zoologist, )

A, F. Basset 1Tull, M.B.E.. Hon. Ornithologist,

G. A. Waterhouse, D.Sc.. B.E.. Hon. Entomologist.

H. J. Carter, B.A., Hon. Entomologist.

E. A. Briggs, D.Sc., Hon. Zoologist,

H. Leighton Kesteven, D.Sc., M,D., Hon. Zoologist.
Melbourne Ward, F.R.Z.S., Hon. Zoologist.

Geo, A. Thomas, Hon, Archacologist,

K. A. Hindwood, Hon. Ornithologist.

T. H. Guthrie, Hon. Lepidopterist.

W. W. Froggatt, Hon. Entomologist.

AL JL Marshall, Hon, Ornithologist.

FProfessor W. L. Shellshear, M.B., (h.M,, Hon. Archaeologist.

APPENDIX D.

Hoxorary CORRESPONDENTS OF THE Avstraniaxy Musgum At 30rm Jung, 1936,

Mr. R. E. Baxter. Mr. Anthony Hordern, Mr. Melbourne Ward.
Mr. H. Burrell. Sir Samugel Hordern. Dr. (. A. Waterhouse,
Captain D. L. Comtesse, Mr. (0. Phillips. Dame Eadith Walker.
Sir Hugh Denison. Dr, R. H. Pulleine. Mr. R. R. Dangar.
Mr. Robert Dixson. Sir Arthur Rickard. Mr. R. H. Dangar.
Mr. Wiliam Dixson. Mr. E. H. Rainford. Mr. James Burns.
Mr. C. E. Hart. Mr. T. E. Rofe. Mr. C. F. Laseron.

APPENDIX E.

PaPeRrs AND ARTICLES PREPARED DURING THE YEAR.
E. le (i. Troughton—
“The Southern Hace of the Koala," Aust. Naturalist, IX, 6, 1936,
** The Mammalian Fauna of Bougainville Island, Solomons Group.”  Ree. Awust. Mus,, X1X, 5, 1036,
** Description of New Rats and Mice from Queensland.”  Mem. Queensland Mus., X1, 1, 1036,
* Two New Tree Kangaroos from Papua,”  Aust. Zoologist, 1986,  (With A. S. Le Souef).
A Re-deseription of Solomys (Mus,) salamonis Ramsay.”  Proe. Linn, See. of N. 8. Wales (in the
press).
J. R. Kinghorn—
* Nest and Eggs of the Blue-browed Lorikeet (Opapsitta coreni)”  Emu, XXXVI, 11, 1036,
** Notes on Some Pacific Island Birds.”" (For Proc. Zoologica! Soc. (Lond.)).
“The Feet of Birde.,” Aust. Mus. Magazine, VI, 2, 1936.
G. P. Whitley—
** Ichthyologieal Genotypes.” Aust, Zoologist, VIIL, 2, 1935,
* George Raper's Fish Paintings.””  fbid.
** A New Species of Lantern Fish from New Zealand, with Remarks on the genus Serpa.’  [Ihid,
VIIL, 3, 1936,
Ib'fh The Australian Devil Ray, Dacmomante alfredi, with Remarks on the Superfamily Mobuloidea,"
i,
** Iehthyological Genotypes: Some Supplementary Remarks,” [hid.
** Fishes from Princess Charlotte Bay, North Queensland.” Ree. South. Aust, Mus., V, 3, 1035,
** More Ichthvologieal Miscellanea.” Mem. Queensland Mus,, X1, 1, 1936,
* Devil Ray.” Aust. Mus. Magazine, VI, 1, 1936.
** The Wing Fish.,” [Ihid, V1, 2, 1936.
* Graveyards of the Pacifie.” [Ihid., VI, 3, 1936.
** Studies in Ichthyology, No. 10, Hee. Aust. Mus. (in the press).
** The Middleton and Elizabeth Reefs.”  Aust. Zoologist (in the press),
* Aboriginal Names, Mostly of Murine Animals, from North Queenslond.”  (For Mankind.)

K. €. MeKeown—
** Spider Wonders of Australia.” (Angus and Robertson, 1936.)
“* Food of Birds, with Special Reference to Protective Adaptation in Insects.”  Emu, XXXVI, 1030,
** Spiders and Fish.” Aust. Mus. Magazine, V, 12, 1935,
** Notes on Australian Colcoptera : Specimens Collected by Captain King.” (For Rec. Aust. Mus.)
** Food of Trout in New South Wales, 1934-35." (For Rec. Aust. Mus.)
* Description of the Male of Clemancantha regale,”  (For Rec, Aust, Mus.)

Nancy B. Adams—
“ Ant-Lions.” Aust. Mus. Magazine, VI, 1, 10306,
T. Iredale—
“ Molluscan Notes, No. 11" Ree. Aust. Mus,, XIX, 5, 1936,
** Reports of the British Barrier Reef Expedition, 1928-29. Mollusea, Part 1.7 (For publication
by the British Museum.)
T. Iredale (joint author)— _
** Destruction of Timber by Marine Organisms.” Bulletin No. 12, Queensland Forest Serviee,
July, 1936,
Joyee Allan—
* Poisonous Shell-fish,”  Aust. Med, Jowrnal, 11, 16, 1936,
 Australian Shells.”  Aust. Mus. Magazine, V, 12, 1935, VI, 1, 1038, VI, 2, 1935,
* Mysticoncha, n New Name for Caledoniella,”  (For Rec. Aust. Mus.)
A. A. Livingstone—
** Some New Species of Asteroidea from the Pacific.” (For Ree. Ausi. Mus.)
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APPENDIX @,
! Return of Specimens acquired during the year ended 30th June, 1936 :—

1 Department. Donati Exch Pach Prepared, | Collect! Total,

Mammalia ..o, 156 15 8 2os 5 184

AVOB....cocenssiiiinsinasnennisnins]| 11,783 12 1 11,796
| Reptilia 253 33 1 108 295
Pisces ........... 313 18 5 —oh 1,037 1,373
Skeletons 29 2 o 1 32

12,534 80 14 v 1,152 13,780

Invertobrata—
Mollumon 1uiivesvivssvessanivnniins|  6;241 356 390 6,636
Insects and Arachnida .........[ 7,561 7,661
Crustacen .......... A 252 5 an 70 322
Eohinodermata 217 1 130 348
Polyzoa ... %

Vermes .,
ydroida .

wen

e BT 2 = 519

onges and Foraminifera ...| 220 = S N oy “921
Other Invertebrata ......ceeee. 54 (v 4T S5 A5 54

15,064 357 39 207 15,667

e s b e e 520 186 24 85 11 1,176
Minorals woovivinniiiniisinnnin, 182 49 8 239
2 O e R 631 46 217 47 991

1,733 281 309 35 48 2,406

Ethnological, eto.—
Ethnological

3,112 267 084 700 5,163
s - 2 2
Numismatical .....coorveiinnnns 167 21 [ 194

3.281 288 990 790 5,349

Miscollaneous—
Mioro. Sections ....ceeeevessennes Tee e 44 o 44
BB B oL (v ansyo fan s sshobatnes 10 2 1 2 15

Monlds,, costld dovdbinia . . . .
Photo. Negatives ............... 128 128
Lantorn SHASS .oveivrinrrisnnns 146 269 405
Photographa: ..uvessssevesssenens 1 !

157 2 1 436 506

12,534 80 14 e 1,152 13,780
15,064 357 39 o 207 15,667
2,408

Vertebrata ...
Invertobrata ....
Fossils, Minerals, and Rocks ...| 1,733 281 300 a5 48 4

Ethnologieal .....ccivveiieeaiienrans 3,281 288 990 790 5,349
Miscellsneous  .......cc... e 157 2 1 436 596

32,769 1,008 1,353 471 2,197 37,748

Dr. G, A, Waterhouse ............ Waterhouse Collection 4,044

Lyell i 34
Mymum " 53

4,131










