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REPORT of the Trustees of the Australian Museum, from the date of
their Incorporation, 4 July, 1853, to 31 December, 1854.
To His ExcerieNcy T GoviEeRNoR GENERAL, &e., &c.

The Trustees of the Australian Museum have the honor of submitting to your
Excelleney this, their first, Report.

Immediately after their Incorporation as Trustees, they gave their chief attention to
the completion of the Musenm Building, as, in the condition in which it was handed over to
them, it was utterly unfit for the display of objects of Natural History.

The Colonial Architect (an Official Trustee) prepared plans for a gallery and other

interior fittings, and under his inspection these plans were proceeded with, as far as the g

funds placed at the disposal of the Trustees would allow.

In September last year, application was made to this Board on the part of the Com-
missioners for the Paris Exhibition, for the use of the Great Iall of the Museum, in which
to display the productions of the Colony prior to the transmission of them to Paris. This
application being granted, the works of the Museum were entirely suspended till the end of
the year.

A commodious Gallery round the Hall isnow nearly completed, but the small balanee
of the money voted by the Legislative Couneil is insufficient to enable this Board to go on
with the glass cases and other necessary fittings.

The Trustees are exceedingly desirous of proceeding with the permanent works of
the Museum, but cannot do so without a further grant of money. The prineipal things
remaining to be done are therconstruetion of glass cases round the Hall, and cabinets on the
floor of the Hall; the erection of a staircase to the gallery; the drainage of the building;
and the flagging of the basement, so as to fit it for the reception of lurge objects.

The Trustees estimate the cost of these several works as follows :—

Glass cases round Gallery: .o voo wor e wee W ELT00 00
Glies camek’raund- HAILS 100 S0 Ghs . wer i wes 1460000 0
Cabinets for floor of Hall... ... ... .o . ... 1,000 0 0
Staircase, and necessary works connceted therewith .., 800 0 0
B e s e e e w0 0
Klagping the-bsseniont ... ..o b e aes s o0 48600 0

Totalii. <o oo £4971 0 0
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2 AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM.

has been enriched by many valuable donations,

During the past year the Museum .
g and the public can derive very little benefit from

but the most of these cannot be displayed,
the Museum until glass cases and cabinets be provided.

An account of the Expenditure of the sums voted by the Legislatme.during the
years 1853 and 1854, towards the completion of the Musenm, is given in appendiz No. 1.

The Trustees have also the honor to subjoin another Appendix (No. 2), ?howing the
Expenditure of the Annual Endowment of £1000, secured by Act of the Legislature, for
the current expenses of the Museum.

The Board submit this as their Report to the end of 1854, and in testimony thereof
have caused their Corporate Seal to be hereunto affixed, this seventh day of April, ome
thousand eight bundred and fifty-five.

W. 8. MACLEAY,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

GEorGE FRENCH ANGAS,
Secretary to the Trustees of the Australian Museum.

APPENDIX TO REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF AUSTRALIAN MUSE

No. 1.

Buitpine EXPENSES OF THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM, SINCE ITS INCORPORATION,
Jury, 1853, To DecEMBER 31, 1854.

1853. £ s d.| 1853, £ 8.d.
Nov. 18 |To Vote of the Legislative Amount paid Abbott, on
Council for 1853 .. ..| 500 0 0 account of his contract
for erecting the Gallery..| 390 0 0
1854. 1854,
Amount paid Abbott, on
Sept. 30 [To Vote of the Legislative account of his contract
Council for 1854 .. ..|2,000 0 0 for erecting the Gallery..| 1,326 12 3
Aug. 5 [Bernasconi, for mouldings,
Be ol v i ok Al oD
Murray, for carving panels| !
for Gallery .. .. ..| 60 0 0
Interest on money borrowed
Pha b 5 RS L L B
* By balance .. .. ..| 695 8 3
2,600 0 0 2,500 0 0O

* Liability of the Trustees fn; contracts being presently carried out, £494 9s. 84.  Available balance, £200 18s. 7d.

No. 2.

CurrenT ExXPENSES OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE AUSTRALIAN MusEum, FroM JULy 4
1853, 10 DEcEMBER 31, 1854. A

1853, £ 8. d.|| 1853 -
Sept. 8 |To balance, handed over to Salaries up to December kg
the Trustees by the pre- 3lst, 1863.. .. 273 14 4
vious Committee of Man- Staticnery, &c s 410 2
agement .. .. .. = i "Expens
ik gemen ..| 36110 3 15he Incidental Expenses .. ..| 2013 6
Feb, 22 Ta‘ ﬁ::s}mﬁ 4 dnne-fou.rth Salaries during 1854 ., .| 709 & 4
e i owg‘;ent.. ggg 0 0 Requisites for Curator .. 2813 9
J\S;B.s 2 do LB o 00 5 » Secretary, &e.| 22 18 10
oy gar i 2 00 Expenses connected ~ with
Dec. 22 [To cheque from Beaul;;m;ﬁ.;‘. gt :]:::;iﬂgg %nimnlsh ey
) ved to Hotan .
for cages of Tiger, &ec. ..| 50 19 0 Keeping Grounds i[?ﬂl‘?lill.. ?g lg g
.I.nmdentqi expenses, such
as carriage, water, &c. ,. 1913 1
Bybalance ,., ..| 249 0 9
1,402 9 3 1,402 9 3
Ll






