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l Mr. Edgar Waite WEH on his approaching
g
2

deparbure from Lee {3 3 for New South ?,’Ta},e;;g eave behm
5!

im many friends.
parb of the week bomo t‘ne energy and ability dis
played b} 1“]“1 in the city f‘-'ud the county in promoting
he eause of science, Eol which hedms been such a devotedi
sb ‘.(112 There could have been no greater. or mor
| oratifying compliment paid to him than the stateme
| that his work had been thorough, interesting,
| ' Work that is thorough is invariably clear.
tion of addresses and 9 PUrse of _
accompanied by that expression of good
which coul fi ’w.rf lv fail to be appreciated. When Mz
Waite said in response that he had friends all over York
shire and i.hs: he left the county with reg**e‘ o Gt
what could r v be understood. To the scientist and |
the student of L\z‘uturf* there 18 no pla;m in the world |
| perhaps to execel Y orkshire, I‘i{,}_? as it is in materials f fng*f

study in so many branches of science. \

ﬂ Friday, February 17
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In 48 hours

i3 very
rainfall
ours truly

e Museum,

Sir,—The rainfall of Friday ls ¢ broken the
in this district for I know not how many
ast four-and-a-quarter

1e highest record of rainfall for any one day of
24 hours in that period is 128 tons per acre (1275
hat occurred,
27th May, 1891, and on th ] : . But the
rainfall of last Friday 207 t wo hundred and
seven) per acre (2'050 inches),
7 ributed

1ours extending from nine a.m. to nine p.m., and one
nch and five hundredths from the timelast mentioned
to nine a.m. on Saturday.
Adding the rainfall of Saturday also to the total
amount of rain which has fallen throughout the
vresent year, we have a rainfall of 24'410 inches up
to the 16th October, as compared with 20810 inches
in the corresponding period of last year, thus giving
us a gain of 3G inches, although up to the end of
July we were 2} inches in arrear.
The effect of the rainfall upon the River Nidd has
been to increase its bulk to the flood dimensions of
| the noted flood of 1868, and to raise its temperature
exactly two degrees, at the same time retarding the
falling of the air temperature, which was rapidly
der_'.lining, by arresting terrestrial radiation.
In short, it has precisely equalised the

ature of the latter being ju
that of the soil at‘the depth named. The temperature
of the rivers is almost always raised by heavy
in the winter ends of the y
in the suramer half of the 1
Of course, the r d of this abnormal rainfall is an
interesting scientific fact, but it is a companied by
very sad reflections when we think of its evil results.
It adds one more to the number of ex sting trying
conditions by which agriculture finds itself sur-
rounded, and increases the strain upon theresources
of the country at large.—-I am, yours truly,
G. Pauw,
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AN AUSTRALIAN APPOINTMENT FOR A LEEDS
GENTLEMAN.—The numerous friends in Leeds and in
other parts of Yorkshire of Mr. Edgar Waite, curator to
the Leeds Philosophical Society, while they will heartily
congratulate him on his preferment will be sorry to learn
that he has accepted an appointment which will necessi-
tate his leaving the town for New South Wales. Mr. |
Waite has received from the Government of New South 4
Wales the appointment of assistant curator in the * |
Australian Museum at Sydney, where he will have
special charge of the reptile and fish sections. Mr. ‘
Waite succeeded Mr. Clarke in 1888 as assistant curator
at the Leeds Philosophical Society’s Museum, and since
Protessor Miall’s retirement from the position two or three
years ago he has filled the post of curator. In additionto
his functions in this position Mr. Waite has in many
ways actively identified himself with local scientific re-
search and studies, having tor some years been, in con-
junction with Mr. Denison Roebuck, responsible for
the secretarial work—an honorary position—of the York-
shire Naturalists’ Union, and also editor of the Naturalist.
His place among the Yorkshire Naturalists will be diffi-
cult to fill, for to his enthusiasm in the work of the society ]
he added personal characteristics which have won him the
warm regard of all who have come into relations with
him. He will leave a gap in certain circles in Leeds and
Yorkshire ; but his host of friends will unite in wishing
him all success and happiness in his new sphere of labout,

Mr. Waite will leave Lieeds in the spring of next year,
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IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT FOR MR-
EDGAR WAITE, OF LEEDS.

It will interest our readers to learn that Mr. Edgar
R. [Waite, the curator of the museum of the Leeds
Phiilosophical and Literary Society, is about to leave
this country, he having meceived an important appoint-
mignt under the Government of New South Wales as
assistant-curator of the Australian Museum at Sydney,
where he is to take special charge of the depart-
ment of reptiles and fishes. It will be remembered
that Mr., Waite succeeded Mr. Clarke as assistant
to Professor Miall in the curatorship of the museum
of the Philosophical and Literany Society in the year
1888, and that about two yeams later, when Professor
Miall retired, he reeceilveld the full appointment.  Mr.
Waite has done much valuable work in that capacity,
and has besides been actively engageid in other scientific
pursuits. For some years he has, in comjunction with
Mr. Denison Roebuck, Idischarged the duties of the
secretaryship of ‘the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union, at
whose meetings and exeursions he has been a regular
attender.  He is, besides, one of the editors of “The
Naturalist,” a monthly journal which is very much ap-
poeciated in the North of England. Mr. Waite’s de-
parture will be a distinet loss to the intellectual life
of the town, and will cause deep megret to his many
friends, though they will none the less heartily lkon-
gratulate him on the appointment he has received. Hel
willl leave this country in the spring of mext year. o
bake up hig new, duties, -
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Mr. BEdgar Waite, of the Leeds Philosophical

Society, must have listened with a degree of pieasure to i

" the remarks made by Mr. Gambier Bolton, F.R.S., the
other evening on the wild animals 1n captivity. As
carator to the Socjiety it could but bave been gratifying
to Mr. Waite to hear praised the collection of zoological
specimens at the Museum, and he must at the same time
have admitted the ground for the lament that so few
. persons examine those specimens. Men absorbed in com-

~ mercial pursmits do not as a rule care to drop into
. museums, which on the whole are the reverse of popular,
. and this it is to be regretted is the experience at Leeds:

in common with other places. Mr. Edgar Waite, many

of whose friends are so much regretting his departure

i f;rom Leeds, has done what he could to make the Museum
' ‘@ success, but he will not when 1n New South Wales have
' eause to testify to the enthusiasm of the people of Lieeds
5_{"? for wild animals as they are represented at nmuseums,
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‘MR. Percy HALL OrIMsHAW, son of Mr. David

1 Grimshaw, Leeds, hag been apgointed by the Lords Com-
' | missioners of the Counecil of Hducation, after a competi-
, | tive examination, assistant to Mr. W. Eagle Clarke (for- |
! merly of the Leeds Museum) in the Natural History |
ka Eepaibment of the Museum of Science and Art, Edun- o
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~ Mr. Epgar Warre, F.L.S.—A movement has
_ been set on foot to pay a tribute of respect to Mr. Edgar |
R. Waite, F.L.S., who is about to leave England to take |

; aup the post of assistant curator in the Australian Musenm
at Sydney, N.S.W., his passage having been taken in the
‘Ormuz, which leaves London on the 24th of Kebruary.

s scientific friends propose that some tangible recogni-

‘tion be made of the services which (outside the sphere of
‘his professional duties) he has rendered to the cause of
natural historyin his native county, and at a jont meet- -
. ing of the committees of the Leeds Greological Association,
the Leeds Naturalists® Club, and the Yorkshire |
" ‘Natnralists’ Union, it was decided to present him with an :
Adllumnated address, and such other gifts as may be
‘determmned upon. A sub-oommittee of three representa-
tives from. each society was appointed to carry out the
arrangements. It is proposed that the address shall be
‘presented to Mr. Waite at a social tea to be held at |
‘Leeds, when it is expected that the Mayor of Halifax will

preside. |
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- - (123
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I note with considerable satisfaction that it is
proposed to recognise in a tangible ‘manner the signal
services rendered by Mr, Edgar Waite, F. L.S., of Leeds. |
This gentleman, who is relinquishing - his appointment as 4
curator of the Philosophical Hall, has in the cause of |
Science and Natural History placed various” associations |
under & debt of deep obligation. He has freely given 4
them the benefit of his acknowledged abilities and his re-
markable diligence in the various fields of science. M., |
Waite leaves for Sydney, New South Wales, next month |
to enter upon his new office, and at the social gathermng |
which bas been arranged at Leeds in connection with his
departure he will not only, I understand, be presented |
with an address, but receive other tributes of the deep |
respect entertained for him, ' |
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; The new curator of the Leeds Literary and Philo-
' sophical Society is, I am informed, to be Mr. Crow- |
ther, who formerly acted as assistant to Mr, Edgar

" | Waite arl migrated to Truro.
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' In connection with the contemplated remmb
.» f\Ir Edgar Waite from Leeds, I am to-day informed |
| of an interesting incident. . The compositors at the estab-
o| lishment of Messrs. McCorquodale & Co.,  directly
E-J engaged on the Natuealist, have forwarded to Mr. Waite |
'| & silver pencil-cage and a miniature illuminated address.
i He has been joint editor with Mr. Roébuck, and the mark
| of respect shows that Mr. Waite has beenaI ‘welzome
vigitor to the composing-room. | '

[H Friday, February 3.
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YORKSHIRE POST,

PresENTATION To MR. Epcar R. WaAIlTE.-—
As has been already announced, the gentleman whose |
name heads this parag aph has resigned the position of
curator to the Leeds Philosophical Society, which he has
held nearly five years, and is severing his connection with
various scientific societies in the vcity, having been
appointed curator of the museum 1in the University of
Svdney, New South Wales. Anxious to convince Mr.
Waite of their high appreciation of his arduous and valu-
able services in the cause of science, about 50 ladies and |
centlemen, representing the Leeds Philosophical Society
and fumerous naturalists’ and other scientific societies
throughout the county, entertained the fellow-worker and
personal friend they congratulate, but are sorrytolose, in the
rooms of Mr. Powolny in Bond Street last might. The
Mayor of Halifax (Alderman J. W. Davis) presided and
he company, which included Mrs. Waite, was most re-
presentative. The repast over, Mr. Harold Wager, the
president of the Leeds Naturalists’ Club, said Mr. Waite,
by extremely valuable work, had kept the club for which
he spoke well in touch with the outer world, and had pre-
veuted the members from going too much into microscopic
detail. Mr. Waite’s rare knowledge of ormithology and
manipulative skill had enabled him to present them with
some most interesting papers and demonstrations, since |
he became a member of the club in 1885, As|
an artist, too, their friend had afforded them
some most excellent representations of various
specimens. Mr. Waite’'s work was always thorough,
interesting, and clear. He had helped to arrange the
excursions, and edited the Transactions of the club, every
officer of which had found him to be a gcod fellow and a
pleasant colleague. (Applause.) Mr. Waite’s many
iriends all over Yorkshire, while congratulating him upon
his appointment, regretted that he was going. KHe had
done honour to Yorkshire, and would carry the fame of
Leeds to another country. (Applause.) Mr. John {
Ingleby, president of the Leeds Geological Association, !
pad a warm tribute to the guest of the evening for the

valuable ' assistance he had rendered to the council




OL Liddt  HULLICLY, clitt CAMLCTLC G Li4o AICA LT vilau
Mr. Waite’s  success, official and social, was
completely assured.  Mr. W. Denison Roebuck,
secretary of the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union, heartily
thanked Mr. Waite for all the hard work he had done for
that society, into whose meetings he had introduced
several valuable new features. A better colleague he
never had. (Applause.) Mr. Dennis, president of the
York Field Club; Mr. M. B. Slater, a representative of
the Malton Naturalists’ Society ; Mr. J. H. Rowntree, on
behaif of two scientific societies 1n Scarborough ; Mr. C.
Orossland, the Halifax Naturalists’ Society ; Mr. Washing-
ton Teasdale, of the Leeds Philosophical Society and the
Leeds Astronomical Society, and several representatives
of other scientific associations in Yorkshire bore similar
testimony to the skill and zeal of Mr. Waite as a scientist
and to his personal worth. Mr. R. Wilson announced that
£47 11s. 6d. had been contributed by 103 subscribers to a
fund for presenting Mr. Waite with an address, and that,
when all expenses had been paid, a purse of £33 was left
for their guest. (Applause.) Mr. J. W. DBranson
- described, and Mr. W, L. Carter read a most artistic
illuminated address, in which many scientific sccieties
expressed their deep gratitude to Mr. Waite. The Chair-
man, in handing the address and the purse to Mr. Waite,
remarked that their friend was a good example of those
| many Yorkshiremen and Englishmen who started and
- made great headway in the pursuit of seientificknowledge
~—amateurs, without a thought of following a scientific pro-
fession. Most of our great scientists bad taken up science
from a love of it while engaged in far different caliings,
| and he predicted for Mr. Waite a most successful future.
(Applavse.) On rising to respond Mr. Waite received
| most hearty rounds of cheers. Me left Yorkshire with
i regret, for he had friends all over the county, of whom
he should carry over the sea with him most gratifying
recollections. He reviewed with pleasure his connection

with this, that, and the other society, and was glad to

find that he had been of some service to them. On behalf

i of himself and his wife he expressed earnest thanks for

' the address and other marks of their approbation.

(Applause.d : !
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‘Mr. Edgar Waite will on his approaching |

departure from Leeds for New South Wales leave behind
‘| him many friends. Fitting testimony was in the early
part of the week borne to the energy and ability dis-
played by him in the city and fhe county in .promoting

the cause of science, of which he has been such a devoted

student. There could have been no greater or more
gratifying compliment paid to him than the statement
| that his work had been thorough, interesting, and clear.
‘Work that is thorough is invariably clear. The presenta-
i § of addresses and a purse of gold was
ccompanied by that expression of .good wishes

| ghire and that he left the county with regret, he stated

| what could readily be understood. To the scientist and -
‘the student of Nature there is no place in the world

perhaps to excel Yorkshire, rich:asit is in materials for
study in so many branches of science. |

| Friday, Febraary 17,

‘which could hardiy fail to be appreciated.  When Mr. |
- Waite said in response that he had friends all over York-
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Whenever I see a really first-rate opportunity of wor r:.« advance-
ment for a capable person, I like to bring it under the notice of
Millionaires, and see that they have no excuse for missing the
chance, In the Atheneum recently I came across this startling

B S —

offer :—

] - ,ﬁ ANTED,—A ResipeEnT CURATOR, METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVER, and
@0 CARETAKER, for the Museum and Library Buildings of the Roya
= Institution cm Cornwall, Truros Salary £50 per annum, with rooms,
e coals, and ga /EL:.":_::;. in candidates’ own handwriting, stating

age and scie ::_”w_. qualifications, with testimonials and references, &e., &c

Whether or not I number among my readers anybody of “scientific
qualifications  sufficient to encourage longing ambitions towards the
brilliant prospect here held out, I don’t know. Why does the
Royal Institution of Cornwall advertise? I should have thought
that a mere note, specifying the advantages offered, 3 Professors
Huxley and Ty _:_._:. and _%:5? the Astronomer Royal, would
ﬂ.;.::u,. ﬁ__:mo lights of science down to Truro with a rush after that
£50 a yea But perhaps there were doubts about their testimonials
—or even z;.:. ¢ own handwriting. This is one of those thin
that bring home clearly to us the glorious advantages of scientific
eminence. Just think, now. The distinguished savant whose
“ scientific qualifications ™ fit him for the eminence and wealth
offered by the Royal Institution of Cornwall will be prov ided with
‘¢ rooms “—certainly two, if no more, because of the “s. e that,
now ; there may even be cupboards, .::_c::__ such an emolument 1s
not specifically mentioned. Then think of the command of the
coals, the glory of the gas ! Then, beside the privilege of conduct-
ing scientific opers s;::; he will be allowed the crowning gre :_Lc:__.
of being ‘‘caretaker for the Museum and Library Buildings,” in
which capacity he will be at Ex.i% to conduct t;cSn;_ experi-
ments in the more advanced branches of window-cleaning and floor-
sweeping. And, as though they had not yet heaped enough honours
upon the head of this favoured son of knowledge, they shovel
over him lavish income—19s. 23d., and a __..:_:;: every blessed
week of his life, free of income-tax, and with nothing whatever to
do with it except keep and clothe __:__,,,: and his wife and family,
send his boys to Eton and Oxford, make contributions for seientitic

objects, pay subseriptions to learned societies, patronise charities,

buy hootlaces, and invest a little in Government securities, T __Em
is8 o:: one remaining means by which the Royal Institution of
Cornwall can confer distinction upon this _:::m__l hey might give
him a nice uniform, with a number on his collar, like o workhouse
porter. But they are already generous enough. O! that I had
scientific qualifications and testimonials and references and a pre-
sentable ‘‘own handwriting,
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GOSSIP OF THE DAY,
| MR. EDGAR R. WAITE.

As previously announced in The Evening Post, Mr.
Edgar R. Waite, whose portrai £
we give, has resigned his posi-
tion of Curator to the Leeds
Philosophical Society, which
he has held for almost five
years, having been appointed
to a smuilar post at the Museum
in the University of Sidney,
New South Wales. On Monday
evening last, Mr. Waite was
entertained at the rooms of
Mr. Powolny by about 50 ladies
and gentlemen representing
the Yorkshire Naturalists’
Union, the Leeds Naturalists’
Club, and the Leeds Geological Society, in order to show
their appreciation of his valuable work, and also to
present him with a purse containing £33, which had
been contributed by 108 subscribers. The Mayor of
Halifax (Alderman J. W. Davis) presided over the |}
gathering. Mr. Harold Wager, the president of the
Leeds Naturalists’ Club, spoke of the extremely good
work done by Mr. Waite. Mr. W. L. Carter read an
artistic illuminated address, in which many scientific
societies expressed their gratitude to Mr. Waite. Mr.
Waite told them that he left Yorkshire with regret, for
he had many friends, all of whom he would carry over
the sea. On behalf of himself and his wife he expressed
thanks for the address and the several marks of their
appreciation of his services. '
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