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 A farmer 

 A warrior 

 A priest 

 A slave 

 An emperor 

 



 

 





 

Onsite Activity 1A:                   Aztec Daily Life – Clothing or Jewellery 
 

Select one object that tells us about Aztec 
clothing or jewellery. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
daily life? 

 
 
 

 

 

Onsite Activity 1B:                   Aztec Daily Life – Weaponry or Armour 
 

Select one object that tells us about Aztec 
weaponry or armour. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
daily life? 

 
 
 



 

Onsite Activity 1C:                                                 Aztec Daily Life – Food 
 

Select one object that tells us about food in Aztec 
daily life. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
daily life? 

 
 
 

 

 

Onsite Activity 1D:                          Aztec Daily Life – Sport and Leisure 
 

Select one object that tells us about sport and 
leisure in Aztec daily life. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
daily life? 

 
 
 



 

Onsite Activity 1E:                                               Aztec Daily Life – Music 
 

Select one object that tells us about music in 
Aztec daily life. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
daily life? 

 
 
 

 

 

Onsite Activity 1F:                                 Aztec Society – Social Structure 
 

Select one object that tells us about the social 
classes in Aztec society. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
society? 

 
 
 



 

Onsite Activity 1G:                          Aztec Society – Economic Activities 
 

Select one object that tells us about economic 
activities such as agriculture, trade and markets 
in the Aztec society. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
daily life? 

 
 
 

 

Onsite Activity 1H:                                                  Aztec Society - Beliefs 
 

Select one object that tells us about beliefs in 
Aztec society. 

1 My object is a: 

 
2 Sketch your chosen object: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

3 Where is it from? 
 
 

4 What year was it made? 
 
 

5 What is it made from? 
 
 

6 How was it made? (if known) 
 
 

7 Who would have used it? 
 
 

8 What does the object tell us about Aztec 
society? 

 
 
 

 



Onsite Activity 2A  

A contrast of cultures: Aztecs and Indigenous Australians 

You will need to visit the Aztecs exhibition and the Indigenous Australians exhibition for this activity. 

For each of the 2 cultures find one object for each of the aspects of culture down the left hand side of 

the table below. Use the words in the boxes as a guide to the object that you could choose. 

You have space in the boxes to: 

 Draw a picture of your chosen object. You could photograph the object too. 

 Describe your chosen object.  You could say the size, colour, what it is made from. 

 Take some notes from the object label, for example, what it is made for, how old it is, where it is 

from, who would have used it.  

 
 

Aspects of 
Culture 

 

Aztec object  
(Use the words below as a guide) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
(Indigenous Australians) object 
(use the words below as a guide) 

 
 
 
 
Tools for 
obtaining and 
carrying food 
Look for items 
for hunting, 
collecting, 
farming or 
holding food. 

Spear, spear-thrower, bowls, plate, vase, 
goblet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fish trap, coolamon, digging stick, spear, 
boomerang, spear, woomera (spear-
thrower), tree climber, stone axe,  basket, 
dilly bag, wallaby trap  

 
 
 
 
Clothing and 
adornments 
Look for items 
worn for 
warmth or 
decoration. 

Feathers, mask, headband, jewellery, lip 
plug, sceptre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewellery, head dress,  



 

Aspects of 
Culture 

 

Aztec object  
(Use the words below as a guide) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
(Indigenous Australians) object 
(use the words below as a guide) 

 
 
 
 
Toys 
Look for items 
related to 
sport, leisure, 
play 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ball game ring, pelota (rubber ball), rattle, 
whistle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice boomerang , string games, 
spinning top, sling shot, rattle  
 

 
 
 
 
Music 
Look for items 
related to 
making music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flute, drum, bell, whistle, conch shell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Didgeridoo, clap sticks, boomerang  
 

 
My random 
point of 
interest 
 
Choose a topic 
that takes your 
fancy...( words 
on the right 
provide 
suggestions, 
but you don’t 
have to limit 
yourself to 
these topics) 
 

An object relating to: chocolate, 
architecture, Aztec law, tribal markings and 
status, jade…….    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An object relating to: astronomy, tribal 
markings and status  

 



Onsite Activity 2B  

A contrast of cultures: Aztecs and Indigenous Australians 

You will need to visit the Aztecs exhibition and the Indigenous Australians exhibition for this activity. 

For each of the 2 cultures find one object for each of the aspects of culture down the left hand side of 

the table below. Use the words in the boxes as a guide to the object that you could choose. 

You have space in the boxes to: 

 Draw a picture of your chosen object. You could photograph the object too. 

 Describe your chosen object.  You could say the size, colour, what it is made from. 

 Take some notes from the object label about what it is made for, how old it is, where it is from, 

who would have used it.  
 

Aspects of 
Culture 

 

Aztec object  
(Use the words below as a guide) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
(Indigenous Australians) object 
(use the words below as a guide) 

 
 
 
Warfare 
 
Look for weapons 
and armour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human and horse armour, spear, weapon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nulla nulla, shield, hunting boomerang, 
spears 

 

 
 
 
Beliefs 
 
Look for objects 
related to gods 
and religious 
practices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statue of a god, mask, ceremonial object, 
sacrificial knife, funerary urn, incense 
burner, tombstone, altar, temple plinth  
 

Pukumani pole, tunga, crocodile mask, 
women’s song and dance board 

 
 

  



Onsite Activity 2B  

 

Aspects of 
Culture 

 

Aztec object  
(Use the words below as a guide) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
(Indigenous Australians) object 
(use the words below as a guide) 

 
 
 
Influence of 
colonisation 
 -made with 
materials of 
colonisers 
-reflect beliefs of 
colonisers 
-reflect designs of 
colonisers 
 
 
 
 

Baptismal font, objects relating to 
Christianity 

Breastplates, portrait busts, objects 
relating to Christianity 

 

 
 
 
Trade 
 
Look for items 
that people 
exchange 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Markets, beads 

 
Tobacco pipes (Macassan) 

 
 
 
My random point 
of interest 
 
Choose a topic 
that takes your 
fancy...( words on 
the right provide 
suggestions, but 
you don’t have to 
limit yourself to 
these topics) 
 
 

An object relating to: chocolate, 
architecture, Aztec law, tribal markings 
and status, jade….    
 

An object relating to: astronomy, tribal 
markings and status  
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