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ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE AUSTRALIA 
N MUSEUM 

For the Year ended 30th June, 1972 

To His Excellency the Governor: 

The Trustees of The Australian Museum have the honour to sub ·1 th · 11 8 h 
year ended 30th June, 1972. mi eir t report for the 

Dr K. L Sutherland, D.Sc., was elected President of the Board f T h Meeting. o rustees at t e Annual 

Professor N. W. G. Macintosh, M.B., B.S., Dip.Anthrop., was elected to the Board of Trustees 
on the 20th July, 1971; Or G. F. Hurnphrey, Ph. D. M.Sc. was elected to the Boa d f T 
the 17th August, 1971. ' ' r 0 rustees on 

Th~ Board noted with ~ppr~val the Govern rnent's decision to make the William Street build in 
of the Ch1ld Welfare and Soc1al Welfare Department available to the museum. g 

. '!~e museum has maintained conti nuous close co-operation with State organizations and with 
UDIVCrSIIJCS. 

SPACE NEEDS FOR THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 

fRANK H AMILTON TALOOT 

There is now a real urgency in Australia to protect the anthropological treasures collected during 
the last ~ent~ry ~nd the early part of this century. The Melanesian and Pacific peoples produced an 
extraordmanly nch pattern of cultures and many of the art styles that were one of the dominant 
themes of these cultures are no longer produced. The development of these human cultures forms 
a vital part of the history of mankind, and it is of the utmost importance to learn more about these 
cultures while we still can, and also that we care to the best of our ability for the material we still have. 

Information from these cultures. By juxtaposition and the inquisitiveness of the early seafarers who 
!raded from, or passed through, Sydney, The Australian Museum has probably the richest collection 
m the world, of cultural material from Melanesia, and it would be intolerable if this material were 
not properly protected. 

Over the last year, with the appointment of specialist staff, we have be~un to realize the rate 
of deterioration that is taking place in these collections. It is an extremely difficult task to protect 
materials designed for a short life (perhaps to be used only at one ceremon.y) and m.ade of bone, tooth, 
feathers, hair, bark, grass and wood and painted! with ochres. It requtres prectse co~trol .of both 
humidity and temperature and also constant monitoring of decaying factors, both. bJOI.og1cal an~ 
chemical, and development and use of appropriate restoration techniq~es. Detenoratton of thts 
material within The Australian Museum ~as accelerated this year when ram poured through the roof 
of the Melanesian store in the old building. 

. . In response to the urgency of this situation The Australi~n Museum h~ bee.n ~iven an old scho?l 
bu1ldmg dating back to 1896 on the block below The ~ustralian !"f~seum m .Wtll!am St.reet, but tbts 
material will not be protected fully until it is housed tn new bulldmgs specifically designed for the 
purpose. This need is urgent. 
Increase in the Collections. Over the past decade the appointment of young.and active ~tafT me.~bers 
of the Australian Museum has resulted in an increase in fieldwork and exploration. of the ~llll surpn~t~gl~ 
little-known Australian fauna The result has been a rapid increase in collectiOns, 1 e ref~ar~ 0 ? 
of the systematic zoologist ' In spite of the buildings in William Street, space for the cho ecu,on~ tnl 
Th A · · . 1 h · tu ·y The bulk of the ant ropo og1ca 

e ~strallan Museum has increased htt e over t 1 ~ cen 1 · ff rtion of one gallery (whose 
collections were previously housed, most unsu1tably, 10 a closed 0 po ·b·f floors of the William 
~akiog ~oof during the year caused the rain damage) and}~ ~re f~~~~.exhtTh~~~ collections are being 
treet wmg in which is now being constructed the new a 0 1 eH· w from the insect collections, 
mo~ed to the temporary buildings in Yur~og Street, as are an over 0 

WhJcb are also in display galleries and the hbrary. 
P 35721-2V 



10 

In many departments the space situation is critical. and it is becomin.g impossible for stall" to 
function efficiently with crammed and ill-housed collect~ons, . many of wh1ch cannot be sorted .to 
species and packed on the existing shelves, but must be retamed 10 bulk as they are collected. Matenal 
such as this is of no value to research work. 

New displays needed. A fun her need for the museum and for the community is to display . its 
anthropological material properly. A_t present, for example, onl~ 2 per cent of the Melanes1an 
collections are on display and the remamder can only be used and enjoyed by a few scholars. 

Galleries are needed to display aboriginal living pattern~; the superb Melanesian! M~cr~nes~an 
and Polynesian material; to portray some of our other near ne1ghbours, such a~ Indones1a w1.th 1ts ncb 
material culture and rapidly changing society; a~d also to attempt t.o pu~ m to perspective man:s 
ecological relationships and the principles underlymg a balanced relat1onsh1p between man and h1s 
environment. 

The Trustees and the Director have initiated discussions with the State Government for a 
building on the si te below the museum on the corne~ ~f Yuron~ ~nd William Streets.. At.present.a 
request is being made for the designing of such a bulldmg, and 1t IS hoped that plannmg will start m 
the coming year. 

A site for a new building. It is extremely lucky that a museum. the age o.f The Austr~li~n Muse~m is 
able to expand its facilities for display, storage and research adjacent to ItS prese!lt Site In the m1ddle 
of a city the size of Sydney, and the State Government is to be commended for 1ts far-sightedness in 
granting this site to the museum. 

lt is hoped that a most beautiful building can be designed which would have its emphasis on 
the anthropological side of The Australian Museum and with the removal of this display material from 
the existing buildings be virtually a "museum of man"- his evolutionary origins, his primitive invasion 
of the Australasian area, the rich flowering of the many cultures that developed in the areas 
around Australia and the fascinating life styles developed by our own early Australians with their close 
involvement with the plants, animals and rocks of their environment and the balance which they 
achieved with it, and ending with modern man's relationship with his natural resources and his need, 
if he is to last on earth as a species in harmonious balance for the next few million years, to recycle 
and conserve these resources. The concept is a grand one and it would make a logical division between 
Australian animals, plants, rocks and gemstones in the older buildings on the one hand and man's 
relationship with his environment and some aspects of his material culture in the Australasian region 
in the new building. Nowhere in Australia have there been truly ambitious attempts to portray 
the living patterns of Australasia's early peoples, and in this the exhibitions in New Zealand of the 
Maoris put us to shame. 

Because of the interesting fact that most people prefer small museums to large ones (this is 
probably related to "museum fatigue") the two buildings would probably only be linked at the staff 
working levels and not at the display levels. The site, facing north over Cooks Park across William 
Stre~~ lends itself to the use of north sun for open terraces or patios and should be an outstanding 
add1t10n to the already rich pattern of cultural buildings in the centre of Sydney. 

The Australian Museum reaches its !50th year in 1977 and this most essential building would 
appropriately mark this event. 

RETROSPECT-THE LAST 33 YEARS 

Bv ELIZABETH C. PoPE, Deputy Director 

There has probably never been another comparable period in the history of The Australian 
Mus~u.m when change and.gr~wth has been as rapid as during the last 25 years. A comparison of 
conditions then and ~ow htghl1ghts the changes and shows how much professionalism in all sections 
of the staff has contnbuted to the museum's standing, as a scientific institution today. 

When I j~ined the staff as a s~con? class scientific officer, a few days after the outbreak of 
w.orl~ War 11 , ID 1939, the museums ch1ef executive was the Director and the rest of us on the 
SCier~tlfic staff, were called scientific assistants (first or second class according to the length 'or one's 
ser~lce ~nd :-vhether on~ was head of.a deJ?artment or not). All but two of the scientists had learned 
their Sk ills like apprentices, bemg tramed m systematic zoology by the older workers, possession of a 
degree or technical .colleg~ d1ploma was not obligatory. Consequently the museum's staff was 
regarded by the. Public Serv1ce Board as being akin to clerks and was housed two to three to a room. 
Pay was accordmgly low. 

1 6 
~y pay when I joined the. staff as a B.Sc. graduate with a first-class honours degree in Zoology, b ~s 

1 
ye,tr s r,ostlraduate expenence, was £198 9s. 4d. The position had been advertised at £350 p.a. 

u. was a ?ma e a~d, ~s such! got a much lower salary. By slow yearly increments I reached the 
hetghts of bcmg. a. sc1enufic. ass1stant grade 1 in 1946 and was paid £4 18 '>s 9d p a (wage base: 
£418s)- thegammgofah h d k" · - · · · · · · 1g er egree ma mg no d1fference whatever to the rate of my progress1on. 



11 

In 1939 the museum had a secretary who managed th ffi . 
r ·ction often existed between administration and scientists e e ~ 1fe and offic1al correspondence and 
r;parently regarded as a glorified picnic. The museum haJp~c;a Y over ~eld work which the former 
~tility-whic~ was used most!>: as. a city runabout on offici~!\~"~ vehiCle- an ?Id ~-model Ford 
fairly immobile ~nd planned SCient~fic surveys were almost out of tshness. "!he SCientiSts. were thus 
n donations to mcrease the collect1ons or did field work dt . e ~uestiOn . One reiJed heavily 

o lflng recreatiOn leave. 
As regards the ac~uisition , documentation and stora e of r . 

followed were closely a!IJed to those of the British Museu~ (N e e~rch . co llect~ons the methods 
scientists did all the mamtenance of collections. They were also ~~u~a Hlstor~) m London. The 
to do research and once a year to give a talk to a school audience ih .cted .to give popular lectures, 
that offered in the way of an education service. · IS senes of school talks was all 

The staff numbered 36 of whom 15 were scientists includ · th 0 . 
visited the museum in that year ; the total budget was £19,237. mg e lrector ; 234,261 people 

With the retirement ?f. Or ~nderson and of the Secretary in the 1940-4! eri 
made in the method of admm1strat10n and the incoming Director took ove th P od. a cha~ge was 

r c sccretanal duties. 
Our work was interrupted during World War }[ by the need to pa k d d 

• J bl t · '" 'c an sen to a country town all our 1rrep acea e ype spec1mens 10r safe keeping and fiddles were fitted to all 1 1 . h 
Spirit House storage areas, to prevent bottled specimens from toppling off the shelves d 5 ~eves 10 .bt 

1
e 

~nemy raids. urmg possl e 

. In the early 1_940's most of our displays consist~d of cases, with as many shelves in them as 
poss1ble each of wh1ch had ~rammed o.n 1t ~s many d1fferent specimens as would fit. No attem t 
w~s made to arrange aesthetically pleasmg d1.splays. It was sufficient to show the preserved anim~l 
w1th an unreadable label (blac~ on g~ey). wh1ch. gave the popular and scientific names, locality and 
a note or tw~ on colour or hab1ts: . L1ghtmg wh1ch had been good in the days of gas, somehow never 
~ught up w1th the a~e . of electnc1ty (parts of the .Public galleries are still not lit !). There was no 
d1spl~y staff. and exh1b1ts res~lted from c~nsu.ltatton~ between the scientists, carpenters and taxi­
de.rmlsts or JUSt from the wh1ms ?f the sctent1fi~ assistants. Dioramas were considered the latest 
thmg and the Lord Howe Island B1rd Group was m course of construction. 

There. was little o~ no mode~n apparatus for research- microscopes were poor and normal 
laboratory a1ds were lackmg. The hbrary, however, was excellent and accessible. 

An outstanding feature of the staff of The Australian Museum at that period was the strong sense 
of unity and pride in belonging to the museum evident in all sections of the staff from the Director 
to the attendants- we were a team. 

The standstill period of the war years continued afterwards and the museum remained fairly 
static as regards new staff, buildings or displays. The total budget in 1950 was £36,470 6s. 7d. which, 
allowing for post-war devaluation of our currency, was not a great increase and left little room for 
manoeuvre. The number of visitors- 225,101 was lower than in the war years. 

Between 1950 and 1960 the beginnings of several, now flourishing departments can be recognized. 
After the appointment of an initial education officer who used to "take the museum" to the schools, 
there was a lapse of time with no one specifically acting as education officer. Then in 1950 a new 
appointment was made and the lesson scheme within the museum was begun and was later developed 
by Miss McDonald and her staff into the more comprehensive Education Service we know today ~ith 
not only lessons at all levels from primary to tertiary, but also clubs for young people and vacat1on 
hobby room facilities . 

. In 1956 a Department of Art and Design (later to become .the Exhibiti?ns Departme.nt) \~as 
estabhshed and given the task of modernizing the public di~play m the ga!lenes. .F~~m th1s pomt 
onwards new exhibits were planned and devised jointly by sc1ent1sts and tramcd exh1b1t1on staff. 

. After adoption of the policy for the appointment of graduates. salaries h~d to be greatly 
Improved and the old categories of scientific assistant were abandoned and the tJtles curator and 
~ssistant curator became official in 1949. Museum ass istant~ we.re added to the staff to ca.rry out ~he 
bottle-washing" or routine work formerly done by the sc1ent1sts .. Today a graduate With ~ ~· c. 

degree joining the staff as an assistant curator would have a startmg sala~y .~f at least ~5. 8 p.a. 
and .would have before him an encouraging incremental s~ale. an.d the posslhlllly of appomtment 10 

special categories of research scientist or senior research sc1ent 1st 1f warranted. 

F r ·t d b our salary award to nine and, . orm~rly the number of scientific depart?lenls were 1m1 e Y . • nt that the romotion 
smce promotiOn to a curatorship depended on bemg head of a department, lt 1~ett hav!to change 
~f some scientists was blocked until a curator died o~ retired andd~h~ t. 0~9f? 1: ~d ~~~dn the foundat ions 
fpahrt~tents to gain a curatorship. This state of atfa1r~ wa.s rem eH 1e 1 ~ th pr~m;tion depended not 

0 t e Improvements in employment conditions for ~c1ent1st s . ence or 
00 luck and length of service but on ability and attamments. 

0 f h I t few years but on looking around 
in ne cannot even attempt to sketch in all ~h.e changes 0 . 1 e as ·n research output and in the 
a 1 ~7.2. the tremendous increase in field act1v1ty (h_ence mcrease 1 fan e~ edition to the Simpson 
D~UJSJilon of collections) is striking. In the "ol~ days ' the depa~tu;eo~ vehiclgs, and boats and field 
biksert wl as a tremendous event. Nowadays With a ladrge num. ~te more than passing notice. 

es, Panned large-scale field trips are too frequen t to ay to cxcl 
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taff now numbers 120 of whom ~9 have science dew7cs and many of these have PhD 
The ds h already had research expenence. before they Jomed the staff. _All curatorial si tf 

degrees an. ave ssistants who do the routme curatonal work that occup1ed so much of ~ 
h~ve ~ull tl!11e ~usheum aly J940's and this leaves them more opportunity for research. 1 e 
sc1ent1sts' t1me m t e ear 

The floor space covered by the museum has. n:ore than doubled i~ the last 10 years with the 
com letion of the new, ?-floored _wing along t~e _W1Iham _Street frontage m 1963 and the building of 
h Np S · ·t Storage Building 10 1969. Th1s 1ncrease m space has allowed most of the scient· 1 t e ew pm . . h "N w· ". th l"b h IS s to be housed in modern office laboratones m t e ew n_lg ' e ~ . rary as cxrandect to occu 

an entire floor in this building and two completely .n~w pubuc gall er~ d1spl~ys-th~ Hall of Fossils a~~ 
the Gallery of Melanes ian Ar_t ar~ already much v1s1ted by the pubhc, while a tlmd gallery (the Hall 
of Life) is scheduled for openmg m 1973. 

By the moving of all resear~h colle~tions in the last year or so into ne~ storage areas, the 
opportunity was created to modermze and 1mprove storage m7thods. The housmg of collections in 
the New Spirit Block on moveable shelving makes them access1ble to a much greater degree tban was 
previously possible. 

The "Old" Spirit Storage area is to b7 ~onverted into an Education Block to allow long overdue 
expansion of the Education Service by g1vmg more. ~l~ssrooms and l aborator~ areas which will 
double in school holidays as hobby areas for the act1v1t1es at present crammed mto the Children's 
Room. 

Examination of the present day bud~et sho~s the total amount i~ 1970-:7 1 of $739,260.00 
of which about 25 per cent comes from grantmg_ bod1es such as the Austrahan Ins!1tute of Aboriginal 
Studies, the Australian Researc~ Grant Committee, Rural _Cred_1ts funds and ~r_1vate ~onors and is 
given to aid specific research proJects. These grants are ob tamed m open compe!Jt1on With universities 
and the museum's success in gaining monetary support sets the seal of approval on its research 
programme. The public's image of The A_ustrali~n Museum has also ~hanged. radically in the last 
decade. No longer is it seen as an unchangmg senes of rather fusty spec1mens, d1splayed behind glass 
doors, looked after by old, ou~-of-date cura~ors. ~ow it is look~d. on as a sou~ce of_accurate informa­
tion on a wide variety of subJects and an mterestmg place to v1s1t where top1cal d1splays keep them 
informed on subjects like pollution, over population or the culture of a new neighbour like Indonesia. 

In the past, somehow The Australian Museum managed to be greater scientifically than the sum 
of its parts and achieve more than one would expect in the circumstances. Now staff shows a greater 
degree of individualism, as one would expect with a qualified professional staff but still sense of being 
one of a team pervades the museum and so long as this remains it will continue to flourish. The 
popularity of the museum is reflected in the number of visitors per annum which in 1970-71 was 
double what it was when I joined the staff and it is increasing each year and will continue to do so as 
peo!)le enjoy shorter working hours and have more leisure. 

THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM SOCIETY (T AMS) 

The Australian Museum Society officially came into being on the evening of22nd March, 1972, 
when Dr K. L. Sutherland, President of the Board of Trustees of The Australian Museum, 
deuv~red t~e formal .ina?guration speech announcing the aims and objects oft he society. The function, 
descnbed 1.n the soc1ety s first brochure _as an " Inaugural Party and Melanesian Night", was atte~ded 
by approximately 850 members. A bnef outline of the artefacts exhibited at the function was g1ven 
by Or J. Specht, Assistant Curator of Anthropology. 

In the months following the official launching, the society offered its members such evenings 
as: Meet Your Cur~tor-a. lecture _on an expedition to Antarctica by Or A. Ritchie, Cura10r of 
Palaeont<;>logy; Eth~1c Evenmg- a mght of Italian culture and song; Meet the Director- -an account 
by the D1rector of h1s under-water experiences in Tektite II and on the Great Barrier Reef. 

The moves to form the_ society were initiated by the Director and a small group of interested 
people who formed _an lntenm Planning Committee late in 1971. The committee consisted of: 
Mrs C. Serventy, Cha1r~oman; Mrs F. Cameron, Hon. Secretary; Mrs R. Beeman. Mrs B. Rowlands, 
Mrs E. Stone, Com~1ttee; Mr ~- Hughes, Scientific Information Officer, as liaison between t!le 
museum and the so_c1ety, represe~tmg the museum on committee; Dr F. Talbot, Director, and MISS 
E. Pope, Deputy-D1reetor, acted m ex-officio capacity. 

ot _Early in 197~, a det~i led, direct. mailing programme was undertaken as a means ~f interesting 
P. e~ttal members 10 the a1ms_and proJects of the society; the programme was an unquahfied succe~. 
Wlthm 6 weeks th~ membership had reached 900. By the end of the financial year the membership 
totalle11 ,500; ~his numb~r was re_ached without any further campaign on the part of the society and 
can on Y be attnbuted to mformat1on about the society being disseminated by members. 

The rapid growth in memb~r.s~ip has led to a somewhat embarrassing situation for the museum: 
~~e~~nt space and lecture hall f~clhtles are incapable of catering for the average number of members 
b s mg tof ahttend any one SOCiety event. Several lectures have been held outside of the museum 
ecause o t e space problem which m t b . The 

society is obviously f Lfilli 1 us ecome more acute as the society contmues to ~row. se 
u ng a cu tural need of the public. judging from their enthusiastiC respon 
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to the programmes offered. ANZAC Auditorium (seat' 345 
area is not capable of seati.ng the total numb:!r of me~b~rs wtfoeo:.le) has been used but even this 
some lectures have been delivered two or three times so th t 11 . •sh to attend any one function 
dated. a a mterested members can be accommo: 

The Australian Museum Society came into bein · 
quirements of modern society. As the Director state~ •!1 r~~pofise to the changing needs and re­
Australian Museum belongs to the people, and to man ~~ IS rst ~es~ag~ to the society, "The 
traditions dating back to 1827 must appear duU and du~ty ~~~m an mst•tut1on with a history and 
direct contact with the public, in the form of a museum s~ . t e t~~stees and s.taff fee~ that a more 
image. Cle y, Wl help to dispel th•s out-of-date 

"The museum is faced with two problems-how does ·1 · c . . 
scenes' work, and in return, what information can be obtained• f:g;:~m Its P.ubhc about 'behind the 
from their museum. As a cultural resource the museum should •ts pubhc about what they need 
and also add to the cultural richness of soci~ty. To achieve th res~on.d to the needs of !ts users­
programmed by its users". ese en s •t should, at least 10 part, be 

BONNARD EXHIBITION 

On the ev~ning of Thursday, 14th October, 197! , the Minister for Cultural A · · · 
G. F. Freudenstem, formally opened an exhibition of forty paintings by the F e h cltvlt!es, the .Ho.n. 
painter, Pierre Bonnard. r ne post-1mpress1omst 

The exhibition, held in the Long Gallery, was jointly sponsored by the Aust at' M 
the Art Gallery of New South Wales. r •an useum and 

. !his wa~ only the third C?n:tl?rehensive exhibition of the artist's work anywhere in the world 
smdce h1s d~athdmbl9t4h7. Thde exhf•b.•t_IOil w~s o1 pe~ to the public from 15th October to lOth November, 
an was v1ewe y ousan s o VISitors, me udmg many organised parties of school children. 

Public interest in the exhibition was .so great, the museum's normal week-day closing time of 
5 p.m. was extended to 7 p.m. for the duration. 

HONORARY STAFF 

Entomology. Mr M. Moulds has continued his work on the bibliography of Australian butterflies. 
He has also undertaken to produce a new entomological journal to which staff members have con­
tributed in several ways. 

Mrs V. C. Gregg has continued her work on funnel-web spiders (Airax). 

Herpetology. Mr W. McReaddie has continued to provide much valuable material for the research 
collections. 

Ichthyology. Mr G. P. Whitley continues to aid the department in both specimen identification and 
bibliographic work. 

Mr. W. McReaddie provided considerable help in the field. 

Malacology. All of the past and present staff members who had the good fortune to know Mr Tom 
lredale mourned his passing at the age of 92, on 12th April, 1972. 

Tom lredale was Conchologist at the museum from 1924 to 1944. Befor~ hi~ appointment he 
worked on birds with G. Mathews at the British Museum, an interest he held until h1s death. 

Apart from his prodigious work on Molluscs, he also published on fish and mammals. His 
publications number well over 300 and be created over 2,500 new names. 

Mr Gilbert Whitley has prepared a detailed obituary and bibliography which should be published 
shortly . 

. Mr J. Voorwinde, has been working towards a revision of the l~do-Paci.fic sp~cies of the bivalve 
fam•ly Corbulidae, and has, as in past years, spent a great deal of ume sortmg mmute molluscs ~or 
the collections. M r N. Coleman has continued to collect and photograph molluscs .and other man ne 
animals during his expedition around Australia. Much of the material collected IS donated to the 
museum. 

Marine Invertebrates (Worms and Echinoderms). Mr c. J. L.awle.r's diving expertise was invaluable 
to the department during the search for the yellow sponge Splrasfl ella. 

ralaeontoi~~Y· Mr H. 0. Fletcher, for~er Curator of Palaeontology, has spent a considerable time 
n reorgan•smg the fossil brachiopod sect1on. 



The late Tom lredalc (1880 1972) 
Museum Conchologist 1924- 1944 

STAFF MA TIERS 

The Director was invited to participate in a CITRE (Comparative Investigations of Tropical 
Reef Ecosystems) workshop held on Glovers Reef in British Honduras. 

The Director was elected President of the Museums Association of Australia at the annual 
conference held at Canberra in October, 1971. 

Mr David Moore, Curator of Anthropology, presented papers at ANZAAS in Brisbane. and 
at a Torres Strait Symposium held at Canberra in December. 

Miss Su an Walston, Technical Officer, Department of Anthropology. presented a paper at 
the National Antiquities Seminar of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies held at Canberra 
in May. 

Dr Courtenay Smithers, Principal Curator. continued to act as organi1ing secretary of the 
l~th lnter~atio.nal Co~gress <;>f Entomology, and from 5th April, 1972, moved to Canberra where he 
w1ll work. 1n th1s cap~c1ty unt~l after the congress. ln Canberra, the Division of Entomology CSJROd 
has .prov1ded Or Sm1thers w1th office space for his administrative duties, and laboratory space an 
equ1pment io enable him to continue his taxonomic and other research work. 

Dr John Pax ton, Curator of Fishes attended the l nternational Symposium on OceanographY 
of the S<;>uth ~acific at Wellington. New Zealand, where he chaired a session, and pre ented a paper 
on the b10lummescence of the Australian pinecone fish. 
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Mr Ro~er lnder, Education Section, attended the T · · 
and Grenoble m September, and followed this with visits to nennlal l~OSM C<?nfe~ence held in Paris 
and the United Kingdom. museums 10 candmav1a, the Netherlands 

Miss Patricia McDonald, Education Officer in Char 
Association of Australia at the annual conference held- at Cgae,bwas ~lec0·ted sbecretary of the Museums 

n erra m cto er. 
Mr Brian Bertram , Chief, Exhibitions Department d 1 "Museum Designer ' Conference" at London in April and ' adtten hec the Museums Association 

· t ' rea a s ort paper on the Hall of Life projeC . 

Miss M. G. E. Davies, Librarian, attended a 2-dav eminar held b h · 
Wales in February, on the role of departmental librarian~. Y t e Library of New South 

Mr Waiter .wason, Chief Attendant, presented a paper "Altenda · , 
Museums AssociatiOn of Australia Seminar, held at Canberra in October. nts and the Public at the 

SOCIETY AFFILIATIONS 

The Dire~tor was elected Presid.ent of the Australian Marine Sciences Association, for 1971_72 
and Or Des Gnffin, Curator or Manne Invertebrates (Crustaceans and Coek•nterates), was elected 
treasurer. 

Mr D~vid M<?ore, Curator of Anthropology, continued to serve as honorary secretary of the 
Anthropological Soc1ety of New South Wales. 

J?r Courtenay .Smither.s, Principal Curator. has continued to serve on the council of the 
Australian Entomological Soc1ety. 

Dr Harold Co~ger, Curator of Reptiles, ~as elected president or the Linnean Society of New 
South Wales and pres1dent of the Australian SocJety of Herpetologish . 

Dr John Paxton, Curator of Fishes, was elected secretary of the Australian Society for Fish 
Biology, and Or D. Hoese, Assistant Curator of Fishes, is convenor for the Sydney section. 

Dr Winston Ponder, Curator of Molluscs and Mr Phil Colman, Technical Assistant, are 
council members of the Malacological Society of Austral ia and both serve on the local branch 
committee of the society. 

Dr Des Griffin, Curator of Marine Invertebrates (Crustaceans and Coelenterates), continued 
as a member of the council of the Australian Society for the Study of Fish Biology, and of the council 
and executive of the New South Wales Public Service Professional Ofliccrs Association. 

Mr H. J. de S. Disney, Curator of Birds, was re-elected as a vice-president of the Royal Zoo­
logical Society of New South Wales, and was chairman of the Ornithological Section. He was re­
elected to the Council of the Royal Australian Ornithologists Union and also c~ntinued t? serve. on 
the scientific committee and general council which are planning the 16th Tnternauonal Ormtholog,cal 
Congress at Canberra in 1974. 

Miss M. G. E. Davies, Librarian, continued to se~ve. on the commi.llee of the New South Wales 
Division, Special Libraries Section of the Library Assoc~auon of Australia. 

OVERSEAS VISI TORS 

Overseas visitors to the museum during the year included : Or Asahana, National T nstitute of 
He~lth , Tokyo ; Dr H. F. Bain, University ofl?aho;. Or W . . F. ~arr. 1 dah~ : Pro~essor J. E. Bartt~~· 
Umversity of Hawaii ; Or J. L. Barnard , SmJthsoman lnsutuuon . . w ashmgton, Dr Y· E. Be . : 
Moscow; Mr T. V. Bourke, New Guinea: Or J. Carval.ho, Nat10~a l ~ useum. Rio de Janeiro, 
Professor Chen Chi-lu, Taiwan ; Dr W. Clemens. University of <;allforma: Dr H. Coss, . S~~uaro 
National Monument; Dr R. K. Dell, Dominion Museum, We.lhngton.: ~rofessor Y'· Dl~kmsoo. 
U.S.A.; Sir Hugh Elliott U S.A.; Or K. Fredriksson. Smithson1an .1 n tiiUtl?n, Washmgton • Or ~: 
Giles, U.S.A.; Or R. Gr~en: New Zealand; Dr G .. L. Gressill, Bcrmce P. ~~s~r" ~u~e~cT,t ~~~~~~ 
Mr Hadianto, Indonesia; Or F. Harjadi, Jndonesla: Or Hatanaka, Japar~ ' s Institution dr Ocean­
College, New York ; Or J. Holloway. London: Professor C. L. Hubb~, ~~ lP~ Germany· Mrs P. 
ogr~phy, California ; Or H. lda, University. of Tokyo1;. ~ Pr~fe.ssf,r 1~55~ 1~anG~rKluge, Uni~ersity of 
Ka1lola, DASF, New Guinea ; Mr N. B. IUndale, <;a 1 ornla. ro K ·1 >ka ·France· Professor 0 . C. 
~ichigan ; Mr B. Kohn, Victoria) University. Wellmg~oG Dr ~~~cntt ~et~rina ry Officer. Singapore ; 
Lmdsey, University of Manitoba; Mr Tan Hw~ Luc ' : oven Mur h 'American Museum of 
Dr B. H. Mason, Smithsonian £nstitution, Washmgton • Dr R. ~dmont~tAibena · Mr M. Orion , 
Natur.a~ History; Professor R. Nursall, Department of z.o~loG~ ESCO . o r' F. E. Ra~da l l , Bern ice P. 
~auntJUs; Professor J ... Pfeiffer, U.S.A .. : Or G. Plend~r~lt 1'r at Vickcrs. Rich, The American. Museum 
B1shop Museum, Hawau; Mr R. Repell.n! ORSTOM · rs ·cum Nat ional d'Histoire, Pans; Or R. 
of Natural History ; Or Robineau , Tah1t1: Dr. B. ~al~a\) ~~s H Tcdford, The American Museum of 
Serene, UNESCO; Or 0. Tabeta, Kyushu Um.verslty , 1 . · ·it . Dr P. Ucko. London; Mr L. 
Natural History· Or F. G. Thompson, Flonda Sta teS~n~vers. ~·Yongc University of Glasgow. 
Wetherall, South' Africa; Or Wodzicki, New Zealand: 1r aunc ' 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS OF CO-OPERATION 

The museum has the pleasure of acknowledging the assistance of the following organizations 
and individuals. 

The Lord Howe Island Board, the Superintendent and the islanders for the assistance given to 
museum staff during their work on the island. 

The Australian Research Grants Committee for financial assistance which has enabled the 
museum staff to undertake independent research projects. 

The Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, the Au~tralian Counci~ for. the Arts, the British 
Council, the Myer Foundation and the Jan Poner Foundat1on for grants m a1d. 

The New South Wales State Fisheries ; Taronga Park Zoological Trust; School of Biological 
Sciences, Macquarie University; Qantas Airways; Department ?,f Mic.ro~iology, Univ~rsity of Sydney ; 
Computer Sciences of Australia· New South Wales Forestry CommiSSIOn; The NatwnaJ Parks and 
Wildlife Service of New South Wales· The National Pa rks and Wild life Service of Tasmania; CSIRO 
have all given generous aid and assistance to the museum and to members of its staff. ' 

The museum in indebted to the follov.ing persons for assistance rendered to the institution in the 
fields of research, collections and field expeditions: Mr J. Bla nd, Sunny Corner; Major R. Brett · 
Mr J . Clifton, "Del-Mar" near Forbes; Mr K. Evans, "Lambua" near Cobar ; Mr Murray Fletcher~ 
Mr G. George, Mount Hagen, New Guinea ; Mr F. Harm on; M r G. S. Hunt, Mr J . McKean, CSIRO 
Wildlife Division, Darwin, Northern Territory; Miss Aedecn Madden ; Mr G. Maines, Department 
of Biological Sciences, Macquarie University ; Mr J . Rabone. "Weela libah" near Coolah: Captain 
E. A. Windsor-Ciive and the men of the 5th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. 

NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX OF AUSTRALIAN BIRDS 

During the year ending 30th June, 1972, three new trustees were appointed to the Committee of 
Trustees, of the National Photographic Index of Australian Birds. These were: 

Mr D. G. Lumsden- to represent the trust in Victoria. 

Mr J. Syett-to represent the trust in Tasmania. 

Mr V. Serventy (a~so as a member of the Executive Committee)- to advise on ornithology 
and conservatiOn. 

With these appointments to membership, the trust, for the first time, became fully represented in all 
states. 

Two major policy decisions were taken by the trust during the year : 

(I) The adoption of a four-year plan to run from 1972- 1975 with the twin a ims of: 

(i) increasing the photographs in the index to 3,000, and 

(ii) establishing a production unit to promote the work of the index when funds and 
administrative capacity can be found. 

(2) !~~adoption of a grants scheme to assist photographers; with the establishment of an 
tn1t1al fund of $5,000-sponsorship for which would be sought. 

Administratively, the main tasks consisted of: 

(a) Proces.sing the 480 new accessio!'s to the index selected during Stage Ill (J une, 1971), and 
returnmg the 2,064 transparencies to the 108 photographers who submitted work; 

(b) Producing a Guide to the Index Catalogue based on common names; 

(c) Launching the Four-Year Plan; 

(d) Organizing a se~ection exercise (~esignated Stage IV) on the 3rd March, proce~sing the 
141 new accessiOns, and returnmg the 245 photographs submitted to their owners. 

As at 30th June, 1972, the number of photographs in the Index stood at I 03.., with 422 species 
reprc:sented. ' ~ 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

Research. The Curat~r continued his documentary research on th t d.t" , 1 r~ f h 1 f 
Cape York and the adjacent Torres Straits Islands. e ra I IOna I eo t e peop es o 

The Assistant Curator has continued h · · · · 
pottery styles of the Northern Solo 1 1 

d IS previous research on the modern a nd preh1stonc 
the history of trade in northwest Nme onG s. an shandb of the North Coast of New Guinea. A study of 

w umea as een commenced. 
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The Technical Officer, Scientific, carried out research on the . 
preservation of aboriginal rock 

art. 
The Archaeological Research Officer worked on fauna! rema· f 
. ms rom a number of New South Wales s1tes. 

Fieldwork. The Curator made th~ee archae~logical reconnaissance trips to theW 11 b' S AI 
a and conducted a test excavatiOn at a s1te near St AI bans He d 0 om 1-. t bans 

31.r~m the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies to take a field. party toas awart e? a maJor grant 
r h p ·11ce of Wales Islands excava e sttes at Cape York and t e n · 

The Assistant Curator carried out an archaeological reconnaissance a d 11 · . 
· 1 f th t N G · d · n co ectmg tnp to f{uon Penmsu .a area o nor wes ew. urnea unng June and July, 1972. A rant from the 

Potter foundatiOn enabled a research asststant to accompany him. g lan 

The Tec~njcal ~fficer, Scientifi~, made se~eral trips within New South Wales to investigate 
problems assoctated wtth the preservatiOn of abonginat rock art. 

Collections. Jn August, 19?1, a severe outbreak of mould was detected in the Melanesian collections 
and exhibits. Prom~t actton. was taken to combat this outbreak, but shortly afterwards an 
exceptionally fierce ram st~rm mundated part of the ~elanesian store and threatened to destroy a 
large portion of the coll~ct10ns. ~ubsequently, the Pac1 fic Gallery and part of the Skeleton Gallery 
were closed to the publtc to prov~de ~n:tergency space for storage, drying and treatment to inhibit 
mould growth. As a result of thts CrJSIS, new accommodation for the Pacific collections has been 
allocated in the William Street building vacated by the Department of Child Welfare and Social 
Services. T? facilitate the preparation of the material.for th~ removal of the collections, two temporary 
museum ass1stants have been engaged, and the collectwns wtll be moved as soon as renovations and 
alterations to t.h~ ~illiam Street ~uilding are completed. Treated material ~as displayed at a special 
temporary exhtbJtton of New Gumea artefacts m the Long Gallery; the operung of this exhibition was 
timed to coincide with the inauguration of the Australian Museum Society. The exhibition included 
many items never before displayed and items which had not been on exhibition for many years. 

The ceiling of the Aboriginal Gallery had deteriorated to such an extent that it has become 
dangerous, and it is now closed to enable the Public Works Department to install a new ceiling. 
Advantage has been taken of this closure to improve the quality of some of the Aboriginal cxhihits. 

Information and Services. Enquiries from the public have continued at a high level, covering every 
conceivable aspect of Anthropology. Requests for information and photographs <?f specimens from 
overseas scientists and institutions have occupied a considerable amount of staff ltme. 

A collection of 32 artefacts from Melanesia was loaned to the Art Gallery of South Australia 
for their exhibition "The Art of Oceania" held in conjunction with the 1972 Adelaide Arts Festival. 

The Curator has been active in the work of various advisory committ.e~s to th~ Austr~lian 
Institute of Aboriginal Studies, and continues to serve as chairman of the Abongtnal Relics Adv1sory 
Committee (New South Wales). 

ENTOMOLOGY 

Research. The Curator has continued his research on the Pso~opter~, including the ~~opsoc~~aet~~ 
New Caledonia, the Myopsocidae of New Guinea, the PstlopsocJdae of New ume~ 1~ lsla ld 
collection of Psocoptera from the Kermadec Islands and work on the Psocopf~r)a of ~~r ~·fled 1 

has been commenced. A species of Lachesilla (the first to be found in Austra 1a was 1 en 11 · 

. . . f £ t ology were examined in order to . The Tettigoruid collections at CSIRO Dtvts~on o n om 
ass1st the Curator in rearranging the specimens of th1s group. 

I .· has been continued. Computer 
.Analysis of data on migrations and ecology of Dan~us P e.r'if"s ver Canada, for the Curator 

analys1s of some of the data was carried out by Dr N. G 1lbert 0 ancoud 
1 

' ed 
Investigations on food plants of D. plexippus in Australia were made an ater prepar . 

. I on systematics and biology of 
A 

The Assistant Curator (rnsects) has c<?ntn1t1ed researc 1 d during the year, concerns the 
calyptra!e Diptera (two-winged flies). A spec~al study, c~mmence 

relahonshtps and higher classification of the family Chloropidae. . 
. . been made in order to establish the 

A. study of the families of the superfamily Astelot9ea has t nent as the "Upside-down Fly" 
?stematleposition ofthe aberrant unnamed form known 10 lhe ~~P~' 1 t together with an Oligocene 
ro":l its manner of locomotion. Tt has been concluded t~at 1 IS msec' 

fossil from Baltic Amber, should be included in a new family. . .. 
. d visits have been made to CSI RO DIVISIO!I 

f Study of other families of Diptera has contmued an University of Queensland, for thts 
0 Entomology Canberra and the Entomology Department, 
PUrpose. ' ' 

p 35721-31 
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A rant was received from the Austra_lian Resea~ch _Grants Council e~abling the department 
I g graduate research assistant to a1d the stud1es 1n Acalypterate D1ptera. Mr s p K1. to emp oy a . . . k h h b d . . . . m 

was a ointed to this position and ~mce COf!lmencmg wor. e as ee':l en_gage 1!1 prepanng and 
moun~~g new material, and sorting 1t to fam1~y lev~l. He IS also preparmg 11lustrat10ns for publica. 
tions and performing other tasks concerned w1th th1s field of research. 

While carrying out field work at Iron _Range,. North Que~nsland, Dr McAipine and Mr 
Holloway made observations on the extraordmary _c1cade Lembe}a brunneosa. These are being 
incorporated into a broader study of the genus LembeJa. 

The Assistant Curator (Arachojds). has conti~ued his research _on varied aspects of the My. 
galomorpha and Arane_ao~orP.ha. Behav1oural stud1es have been carne~ out ?n the genera Aganippe 
and Arbanitis. The d1stnbutJOn and taxonomy of the group ~exathehnae 1_n East~rn Australia is 
being studied, mainly with reference. to N_ew South Wales spec1es. Systematic stud1es of the group 
Atraceae are continuing in co-operatiOn w1th Mrs V. Gregg. Mrs Gr~gg has prepared keys to males 
and females of the genus Atrax. In the Araneomo~pha, th~ systematics of th~ genus S.tiphidion and 
its distribution in eastern New South Wales are bemg stud_1ed; th7 s~stemat1cs a~d b1ology of the 
family Gradungulidae, in AustraJja and New Zealand, are bemg s~u_d1ed_ m co-operatiOn with Dr R. R. 
Forster, Otago Museum, New_Z~aland. ~paper on the troglobttiC sp1ders ~rom the N~Uabor Caves 
has been submitted, and descnphons of sp1ders from Lord Howe Island are m preparatiOn. 

Mr Holloway has continued work o!l the system_atics and biology ?f the B~aconidae, particularly 
on the subfamilies Agathidinae and Chelonmae. Stud tes of th~ syste~at1~s and _btology of Neurogalesus 
a parasite of the soldier fly, Inopus rubriceps, were commenced m conJunctiOn w1th Dr Andrew Os borne 
of C.S.R. Research Laboratories, Roseville. 

Fieldwork. Dr Smithers undert.ook several short ,field trips in an? aroun_d Sydney during the year, 
most of them were concerned w1th the departments butterfly taggmg project. An 11-day field trip 
was made to Norfolk Island during the latter part of August and early September. 

Or McAipine, together with Mr Holloway undertook a 2-month collecting trip to Iron Range 
Cape York Peninsula, North Queensland. They were assisted by Mr D. Sands. ' 

Mr Gray made collecting trips to the Carrai and Barrington areas of New South Wales. Three 
weeks were spent collecting on the surface and in caves on the Nullabor Plain. 

Collections. Much new insect material has been sorted, at least to family level, and placed in the 
collections. Sorting, identification and rehousing of Hymenoptera collection has continued. 

The most important new collection, that resulting from the recent trip to Iron Range, is being 
processed. It amounts to about 12,000 specimens. 

Numbers of Psocoptera were added to the collections from Norfolk Island (some collected by 
the Curator and some donated by Mr J. Holloway). 

Tettigoniid material in the collection was partially sorted and ranged. 

Material collected earlier from Lord Howe Island was sorted. 

Routine curatorial work continued in the arachnology section. Collections are in the process 
of gradual reorganization on a new systematic basis. 

Mr. R. Mascord's collection, consisting of some I ,500 named specimens and several hundred 
?ther_spectmens, has been largely rebottled and rehoused. Mr Mascord was given a grant of $1,000 
10 ass1stance by the trustees to enable him to work on his collections particularly in studies of collection 
of North Queensland and rainforest material. ' 

. Mr G. Williams spent some time sorting Coleoptera for the collections but the most pressing 
need m the department at present, is still for assistance in curating the very large Coleoptera collection. 

Large numbers of specimens of "Peripatus" were collected from gardens in Turramurra during 
a spell of wet weather. 

Information and Serv~ces. The number of inquiries from the public has increased during the year and 
amounted to approxtmately 4,400. 

A large amount of material was made available to research workers. 

Identi~ca~ion.s of material were made for several State and Commonwealth organizations and 
for overseas JOStltutJOns. 

ld~ntificatio~s of i~sects from bird stomachs were made for the Ornithology Department of the 
museum m connection With studies of DOT treated areas and the planting of pines. 

One new museum leaflet was written and three have been revised. 

d"d Or ¥cAipine gave two popular lectures during the year He also assisted the interviewing of 
can 1 ates •Or an entomological position for the Department of External Territories. 

Mr Holloway delivered six popular lectures during the year. 
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ENVIRONM ENTAL STUDIES 

Research. The Curator continued ~tudies on the 1 . 
o( Honeycaters and on I he relationship between 1f~u at Ion dynamics of small 

a Hat and fish species d. . mammals, the ecolo 
The Assistant Curator continued his work 

1 
lverslty. gy 

\(getation. He abo undertook a computer a naly~~ t 1; chlfects of beach sand min. . 
o t e vegetation of Lord 1-lmg on nati\'C coastal 

owe Island 
fieldnork. The Curator spent six weeh at theN d N · 
1110 

weeks on One Tree Island investigating fishag ce a~ure Reserve stud in 
Brisbane Waters National Park in conjLinction witl p~p~l.a~JOns. Short trip; w~~;a~l mammals, and 

. 1 s u lcs on Honeyeater . a so made to the 
The ~ss1stant Curator ~pent eight weeks on the 11 mimng s!lld1es and one week tn western ew South W 10rth coa t of ew South w 1 . 

. . a es on an envir . ~ ~s on h1s sand 
The Techmcal A 1 tant spent twelve weeks in the .. onmentc~l fam1l1arization tri 

mammal. Lord Howe Island and coastal vcgetat 'o field asststmg with survey k p. < 1 n. wor on small 

An area of natural bush b . I . . . emg samp ed. pnor to sand m•nm,:;. Such sun e)'S enable scientists to compare plant 
specres composition before and after mining 

Information a d s · Committe 0 p • em ces. The department co-operated in biological survey work for the Scientific 
grou 

5 
~ 0~ arks and Reserves, with the Lord Howe Island Board, and several local government 

P · tstance was also given to other government agencies, conservation societies and the press. 
A . on the b 0 environmental survey of Lord Howe Island was completed and a set of recom mendations 

lord Ho~!t way to ensure the long term survival of the islan~'s natural ~nvir.onment subm!lle~ to. the 
and to k .e Island Board. The survey involved the co-operatton of22 btologtsts from four 1nstJtuttons 

0 two years to complete. 

sue) · ~~!owing req~ests for ecological advice the department visited a number of small bu hland 
mana1n ~ Sydney. dtstrict and advised councils and local con ervation group~ on the best ~vay to 
ango g~o 1 e areas m question. Among the areas visited was Kelly's Bush tn Hunters Htll, the 

P ra forest at The Entrance, and the bushland at Gore Creek in Lane Cove. 

Shelf Benth' s · · d Tt., A le urvey Group J n September 1971 Caldwell Connell Engineer comm1S<t10ne 
•oc ustral'· · ' ' · S d 1-1 d Bv 0 lctn Museum to undertake a biological survey of the water., adjacent to Y ney. ~a s. 
IIUdy e~~n~cr,. .197 1, a diving biologist and an nssistant diver ha~l ~een appointed and a .rreh!llmary 
lllve · ~ In itiated. The results of this preliminar) survey tndJcated that the fo llow111g ltnes of 

sugat1on Id · wou show the best return for effort. 

-
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(1) A study of the s~ructure and ecology of shallow water rocky bottoms in the Long Reef­
North Head regton. 

(2) A study of the structure and ecol~gy of shallow water soft bottoms offt~e Mala bar region. 
(3) A study of the :fish associated wtth r~cky and S?ft bo~toms. J !1 parttcular, the feeding 

relationships of the resident and transt~~t fish wtll recetv~ ~ttentton. A Is? the condition 
and the presence or absence of deformtttes and abnormaltt1es of the fish wtll be recorded. 

(4) The chemistry of the water mass will be monitored at 4 stations on Long Reef and North 
Head. 

The greatest effort in the benthic stu~y (I and 2) will be concentrated in the region where the proposed 
ocean sewage outfalls are to be termtnated (200 feet). 

Since the above programme was instigated the full su!vey ~taff .(6) has been appointed and the 
ork is showing some interesting results. At present the tdenttficattOn of many of the organisms 

:hich are often new to the museum's collections, is proving difficult. Also the establishment of 
permanent, submarine sampling stations has not yet been successful. 

Results from the two benthic studies indicate that there are significant changes in the fauna 
and flora with increasing depth as well as ~iffere":ces between polluted and. unpolluted areas. The 
results of the fish survey over rocky bottom IS sho.wmg that there a1:e c~anges tn the population density 
of the various species over the depth range stud1es but each spec1es IS present at all depths. In the 
area of the existing outfall off North Head . fish are almost totally abse":t ~ro~ the deeper water but are 
plentiful in the shallow water along th~ clt~ ed~e. The reason for th1s IS s!mple .. The effluent from 
the outfall has stimulated an extraordtnanly nch f~una of sedentary sp~ctes.. ~tsh congregate and 
feed on these organisms. No such abundance of suttable sedentary species ex1st m the deeper water. 
Trawling studies of fish which inhabit soft bottoms have not yet been started as at the date of this 
report. 

Chemical analysis of water samples taken at stations on North Head and Long Reef are showing 
the effect of the North Head out fall on the environment of the area. 

The survey team would like to take this opportunity to record its appreciation for the assistance 
provided by the University of New South Wales and the University of Sydney. 

H ERPETOLOGY 

Research. The Curator has continued his work on a long term study of the population biology of the 
agamid lizard Amphibolurus fordi at Round Hill Fauna Reserve in western New South Wales. 
Throughout the year work has continued on a catalogue of Australian reptiles and amphibians, details 
of which were provided in last year's report. The catalogue has now reached a final draft stage, and 
is complete except for some cross-checking of literature not available in Australia. Several minor 
taxonomic studies were completed during the year, such studies being concerned largely with the 
description of new lizards from eastern Australia and New Guinea. 

Fieldwork. The Curator undertook brief collecting trips to the Port Macquarie and Armidale districts 
during the year. 

ln October, 1971. the Curator, in company with Professor A. G. Kluge (University of Michigan), 
Mr W. McReaddie (Honorary Associate) and the Curators of Crustaceans and Fishes, visited far 
western New South Wales, northeast South Australia and southwest Queensland. The principal aims 
of the field work were to fi ll important gaps in the departmental collections and to further current 
studies of desert herpetofaunas. Professor Kluge sought to gain additional data for his detailed 
studies of pygopodid lizards. 

In co~junction with the above fieldwork, a visit was made to the Curator's agamid lizard study 
at Round Hill. S~bseq~1C!ltly~ in January, .1972, a party of Museum Discoverers was taken .to . the 
~ame area wh~re, m ass1stmg. m the collection of data for this study, they were given some 10~1ght 
tnto the practrcal and theoretical problems associated with ecological studies of natural populattons. 

Collections. In terms of i~formation retrieval and the availability of material to other researchers, 
the state of .the. herpetologlcal c.ollections is deteriorating at an alarming rate. lt had been hoped 
that reorgamzatton of the co l~ect1ons would follow their move to the new Spirit Block , but such hopes 
have ~alien far short of r~ahty. Although the amphibian collection has now been completely re­
orgamzed, th~ af":OUnt of lime that can be devoted to the reptile collections is scarcely more than that 
needed to mamtam the collections in good order. 

During the year 4,538 specimens were registered, but until the department obtains addi.tional 
staff t.he !llany thousan~s of unc~talogued specimens will remain unavailable for study, wh1le r~­
organtzatiOn. of the r~pttle collectiOns will proceed very slowly. All early plans to apply automauc 
data processmg techntques to the herpetological collections have been abandoned. 

Information a d S · Th d · · 
. 0 ervtces. e. cpar~ment continues to answer a large number of public inqumes, 

most of wh ich are ?Oncerned WJth the Identification of specimens Scientific institutions government 
d~dpartments, hos~ttals, e~c., t~roughout eastern Australia and .New Guinea were pro~ided with a 
wt e range of adv1ce and tdentJfication services. 
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Spiny Knob-tailed Gecko (Neplwrus asper), one of the sta rs of "Dry Austra lia" a fil m produced by the Australian 
Museum and sponsored by BHP 

ICHTHYOLOGY 

Research. The Curator has continued research on the midwater fishes of New Guinea and eastern 
Australia, and a study of the lanternfishes of eastern Australia is now nearing completion. Further 
work on shallow water luminescent fishes has led to a paper on one aspect of bacterial luminesceoe 
being published during the year. An osteological study of the deep sea family Barbourisiidae was 
begun, as was a survey of the fishes of Sydney Harbour and its drainage area. 

The Assistant Curator has commenced a revision of Australian olinids and a survey of the rocky 
reef fishes of eastern and southern Australia. His revisionary studies of the Australian gobies has 
continued. 

Fieldwork. The Curator together with the Curators of Crustaceans and Reptiles undertook a 3-week 
field trip to western New South Wales and South Australia. An excellent series of freshwater ~shes 
was taken at Coopers Creek in the Lake Eyre Drainage System. The. Cur~tor an.d th~ Ass1~tant 
Curator spent a few days collecting at Lake Liddell on the Hunter Rtver, m conJunction. '~1th a 
~esearcher from Macquarie University who is carrying out a study of the lake, and later part1c1pated 
m a week-long university field trip to Smith Lake. 

The Assistant Curator spent 2 weeks at One Tree Island in the Great Barrier Reef studying 
gobioid fishes. Miss V. Moore participated in the trip. 

Assisted by Mr and Mrs W. Congleton, the Assistant Curator spent 2 weeks co lle~t i ng in coastal 
ar~s of Victoria, where a large series of specimens were collected; to date few collections have been 
available from Victoria. 

Five days were spent collecting in Lake Eucumbene and in the Murrumbidgee River in N.S.W. 

C U • • • f h b e fieldwork collections of N.S.W. 
o ecnons. ln addition to the spec1mens resulting rom t ~ a ov . h e e received More 

freshwater fishes, Western Australian marine fishes an.d trO~Ical marme .fis es wa~ations that formed 
than 4,700 specimens were registered during the year 1nclu~mg 85 g ycenne prep 
the beginning of a clear and stained collection for osteolog1cal study. . 

. h ·eh represent large-scale collectmg 
f There r~mains a large backlog of unre~istercd .specJme~s, w ~ed to register these collections to 
rom New Gumea and One Tree Island; ass1stance JS urge~t Y ~ee t' larger specimens have been 

make them accessible to research workers. All. ?f the e.par m~~e~ in temporary alcohol tanks. 

T
rehmoved from the formalin tanks of the Old Spml House an~ P a at present under construction, 
. ese specimens will be placed in final tanks when the new tan are ' 
IS roofed. 
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. e is of considerable benefit to both the museum and to students. 
The summer studcnt_Prog~mG ofT McPherson a third year zoology student at Macquarie 

During the summer vacat1?n, h rd ~rtment He s~rted and identified much of the New Guinea 
University spent a month m t e ep . . . r 970 
collection gathered by the mu eum expeditiOn o I . . . . . . 

. . · · 0 the ear public and scientific 1nqumes c~nt 1nucd at a h1gh rate. 
Informanoo and Sem~desd. ,P~1:t1 . g for ;everal visiting scientific workers durmg the year. Fourteen 
The department provl e .acl I leS 
loans were sent interstate and overseas. 

This small deep sea angler fish, iiJustrating the large mouth and luminescent lure or " fl.shjog rod" on the top ?f the 
head was taken off Sydney in 1971. Tbe fish protruding from the angler 's mouth was probably swallowed wh1le the 

' animals were in the net 

MALACOLOGY 

Research. The Curator is working towards a revision of the Australian and Indo-Pacific species of the 
neogastropod genera Murex (s.s.), Pen ion and Fusinus, and a world-wide revision of the Mesogastr?~od 
family Xenophoridae. A great deal of time has been spent in accumulating material for the rev1~1on 
of several families and genera of small molluscs. Studies on the Australian, Recent and T~r!l~ry 
species of Estea (Rissoidae) and the trophon group (Muricidae) are well underway. The descr~puon 
of a new genus and four new species of the Eulimidae is almost complete, this is being done 10 co­
authorsh~p with Or R. Gooding, who is currently working at the Smithsonian lnstilution. A wor~d­
wide rev1sion of Recent and Tertiary species of the turbinid genus Bolma is being undertaken w1th 
Dr A. G. Beu of the New Zealand Geological Survey. 

Research was done during visits to the Western Australian Museum, the South Australian 
Museum and the National Museum of Victoria. 

Mr T. A. Garrard has almost completed a revision of the neogastropod family Cancellariidae. 

Fieldwork. 'l_'he Curator, assisted by his wife, undertook a 10-wcek field trip to Western Australia. 
Many collect1ons were made in South Australia and Western Australia, extending as far north as 
Onslow. 

Colle.ctions. L~ck of space in the research collections has meant that the incorporation of recen!lY 
acqu1red mate.n~l, pr~sently housed at the Rushcutters Bay stores, has come to a virtual standstill. 
Nev.e!theless, 1.t IS est1mated that over 20,000 lots have been added to the collections this year. Jn 
add1t1on, considerable effort has been devoted to the curation of the existing collections . 

. The scientifically valuable collection of Mr N. Buckland of Eden, New South Wales, was 
obtamed by the museum, and the smaller collection of Mr and Mrs A. Griffiths was donated. 
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Mrs J. Ke~slake has been asststt~g with curatorial work one eta 
and is also donatmg par~s of her collect ton from lime to time. Miss Gy ~ach week over the last year, 

ave each spent approx11_nately one half day per week curatin : hornJey and Mrs. E. Connell 
~ Crumb, a Museum Dtscovcrer, worked in the department o~c~~hrltoCnhs. of the coll~ct tons. Miss 
fl· e rtstmas vacat10n. 

Special emphasis has been pl~ced on building up the wet collecti . . 
have been used to save space so lhts expansion can proceed M C 

1 
ons. new curatonal methods 

'th several Australian and overseas collectors who are now ;egular 1 odman. has esta~lished contacts 
wt r Y onatmg matenal. 

Information and Services. As usual a large number or public and 5 . 'fi . . . 
during the year. Several visiting scientists have worked with the coli ct~ntt c t~qumes were handled 
of the New Zealand Geological Survey, were based in the departme~~ ~ns,. ~~ ~nd Mr~ A. G. B~u 
from the 4th July to th'! 23rd December. unng etr stay m Australta 

The Curator acted as supervisor for Mr L. Bishop who is undertakin Ph 
0 

M . 
University. Two other waduate. students from the University of New South ~~les · · ~t h ~cq.111~~te of the department from ttme to ttme. use t e acttttes 

MAMMALOGY 

Research. The Curator has continued his studies on the behaviour of the Australian Sea-lion 
Neopho~a cinerea .at Dangerous, Reef, ~outh. Australia,. and t~e analysis of data obtained so far i~ 
continumg. Studtes on Hookers Sea-lton wtll be earned out m the Auckland Islands in December 
1972 to March, 1973; these studies will compare the behaviour of Hooker's Sea-lion with that of th~ 
Australian Sea-lion. 

Fieldwork. A one-day field trip was made to Warragamba Dam to collect specimens of bats inhabiting 
a flooded diversion tunnel; four specimens of the common bent-winged bat Miniopterus schreibersi 
were collected. The Curator together with a party of eight students from Macquarie University 
undertook a short field trip. to Upper Allyn, Barrington Tops. The purpose of the trip was to provide 
the students with practical instruction in the biology of mammals. 

CoJJections. The removal and reorganization of the mammal collection from its old quarters to the 
New Spirit House has now been completed. Extensive relabelling of the spirit collection is now in 
progress. 

'nJ mainly found in the drier areas of Australia 
R b . . ) 1 common marsup•~ a b1t-eared Bandicoot (Macro/is lagotts , a no un 
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I r t " d Serv•"ces The department continued to handle a large number of public inquiries 
n.orma tOn an · · L f t · 1 d r ·1· · ' · 1 ed w•"th the identification of spec1mcns. oans o ma ena an .acJ 1t1es for the mam y concern · 1 • · • d · ·fi examination of material in collections were made available to severa mst1 tut1ons an sc1ent1 c workers. 

The Curator gave a series of 26 lectures on the biology of mammals to s~udents of Macquarie 
U · ·ty All lectures and practicals were conducted at the museum. An mformal talk entitled mversl . I ,. . t th t d . "The Convergence of Marsupial and Placental Mamma s was g1ven o e coas an mountam Bush 
Walkers' Association of New South Wales. 

MARINE INVERTEBRATES 

CRUSTACEANS AND COELENTERATES 

Research. The Curator continued his studies of Australian a~d Tn_do-Pacific decapod Crustacea. 
Reports were completed on some s~yllarid lobsters from Australia (w1_th Or R .. W. George, We~t~rn 
Australian Museum) and on the sp1der crabs collected by the I nter~at 1onal Ind1an Ocean Expedition 
1963-64. Assisted by Miss Meryl Williams, a summer research ass1stant, the Cu rator completed the 
examination of collections from the Philippine Islands, made by th~ "Albatross:·. a~d from the Gulf 
of Carpentaria made by CSIRO, . plus a number o_f sm_all collectiOns. E~,ammat1~n of mid-water 
shrimps and prawns taken by the New South Wales F1shenes R~search vessel Kapala , was completed 
with the assistance of a joint grant from the A.R.G.C. to Or Gnffin and Dr Pax ton (Curator of Fishes). 
A number of computer programmes for checking and manipulating literature files were written and 
and their creation commenced. 

Fieldwork. In October the Curator accompanied the Curators of Fishes and Reptiles on a visit to 
western New South Wales and the adjoining areas of South Australia and Queensland. Collections 
of freshwater shrimps, crayfish and smaller crustaceans were made. A short field trip to northern 
New South Wales was made in March, together with the Assistant Curators of Fishes and Worms. 

Collections. A total of 835 registrations were added to the Crustacea collections, together with the 
type material of 45 species. The catalogue of type material of Crustacea has been completed. The 
collections of corals from One Tree Island, Queensland, have been registered and incorporated into 
the collections. The collection of jellyfish has been catalogued and rearranged. 

Information and Services. A large number of public inquiries were answered; many of the public 
inquiries concerned freshwater and marine crayfish, including methods of farming these animals. A 
large number of public inquiries also concerned marine "stingers". Material from the collections 
was loaned to scientists in Australia and overseas. 

MARINE INVERTEBRATES 

WORMS AND ECHfNODERMS 

Rescarc~. ~dm i~istrative dut~es have severely limited the Curator's research, but work is continuing 
on the 1dent1ficat10n of collectiOns made at Broome and Port Hedland for inclusion in a report on 
inter-tidal zonation of the area. ' 

The Assista!lt. Curator . has continued her systematic work on the family Terebellidae 
(Polychaeta) examm1~g matenal from Moreton Bay and Port PhiUip. Large scale survey of 
polychaetes from ~alh~ Lake has been completed and is being prepared for publication. Or Hutchings 
has also begun to 1dent1fy polychaetes from mangroves in the Sydney area and from areas in southern 
Queensland, and plans to prepare a key to the polychaetes of mangroves. 

Fieldwork. In September the Assistant Curator spent 2 weeks on One Tree Island Queensland and 
has commenced a preliminary collection of coral reef polychaetes. 1 n January ; further few' days 
were spent on One Tree Island, and on the Lizard Group of Islands. 

During the Easter peri?d 2 wee~s were spent collecting material in New South Wales and 
southern Queensland. Extensive collectl?ns were made during a week of diving at the Solitary Isles, 
off Coffs Harbour, New South Wales, w1th a team from the University of New England. 

Regular diving is being carried. o_ut in. the Sydney area and large amounts of material have 
been coll~cted. Two short weekend_ d1vmg t~1ps have been made to collect specimens in Jervis Bay. 
Mr Clarr~e Lawl~r, Honor_ary Assoc1ate of th1s museum, together with the Assistant Curator, carried 
out a senes of d1ves lookmg for a particular species of yellow sponge Spirastrella- the search was 
eventually successful. 

Collections. ~total number of 462 registrations of worms has been made including numbers of Types 
and Cotypes; _mcluded among them was a large series of earthworms from Mount Kosciusko. The 
w~fmt" collehctlonbs haye been reo~ganized and labelled, and numerous previously unidentified 
co ec 1ons ave een mcorporated mto the research collection. 

Ibn~ormation a~d S~rvices. Numerous public inquiries have been dealt with the most popular subjects 
emg worm-.armmg and the identJ.ficat·o f G d. d · ' · · f · h I n ? or 1an an Plananan worms. Ident1ficat1ons o 

sp~cl;nen; av0 been made for numerous uo1versity students the University of New South Wales 
~~re ~ad~a~~ail~bferntom~nnstt.otrgt~oizatiodns .. C. ?llections of wo;ms, ascidians and fresh-water sponges 

t 1 u 1ons an scientific workers. 
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The Assistant Curator gave a short course of lectures on the R . . 
at the University of New South Wales. eproducttve BIOlogy ofPolychaetes 

The curator ~ave .t~lks to the Kuring Gai and Hornsb An . . 
the WEA, to the Semor Ctttzens and the the Girls Realm Guild. Y ghng and Castmg Club, through 

The Assistant Curator gave talks to Rotary International and Inspect. 

MINERALOGY 

The Curator, Mr R. 0. Chalmers, retired on October 12 197l f 4 rvice with the museum. He is continuing in service on a p~rt-t" ' abter. 3 ye~rs .and 5 months 
se . t d tme asts unttl hts successor is 
appotn e . 

Research. Because of his impending retirement the Curator did not d t k 
projects during the year. un er a e any new research 

Fieldwork. No ~~cial fieldwork was carried out during the year in an ea a .1 . 
R. 0. Chalmers vtSJted the .Harts Range and Jervois Mine in central Ausfrali~ ~Jt~n~fte~ rettrement, 
Queensland, an~ Kalg~orlte and K~mbalda it~ Western Australia. Specime~s were c~~~~t~~r:hwt~t 
museum and pnvate mtneral collecttons were mspected. or e 

Collections. .The number of minerals .in the collections is c~rren~ly 42,541, an increase of 23. No 
rocks were regtstered. A number of mmerals and rocks a watt regtstrations. 

Inform.atio~ ~d Services. Due to the Mine~al Department ha.ving been understaffed during the year, 
rewer mqumes than usual could ~e dealt wt~h . Loans and gtfts of specimens were made to various 
research '_V~rkers and small teachmg collectiOnS. Departmental equipment was made available for 
use by ~mmg Mu.seu~ staff. A properly mounted spectroscope, and a polariscope suitable for the 
observatiOn of opttcal mterference figures, have been added to the departmental equipment. 

ORNITHOLOGY 

Research. The Curator continued his survey on the biology of the Lord Howe lsland Woodhen. 

Information was obtained on feeding, breeding, behaviour and territories. An accurate map 
orthe summit of Mount Gower has been made from aerial photographs; this will be related to fixed 
points on the ground so that bird sitings can be pin-pointed. It is intended to make a further visit 
to the island to band the remaining unbanded birds and to study population changes. 

The study of birds in pine forests, for which a preliminary survey was made in 1970, was started. 
This work had been delayed while the woodhen survey was carried out. 

Three areas each of 20 acres have been surveyed in pine forests, dry sclerophyll and wet 
sclerophyll. Censuses are being made of the numbers of birds present in these areas. An examination 
is being made of the insects found in the stomachs of captured birds and these finds are b~ing compared 
with insects caught in the area. This latter work is being carried out with the asststance of the 
Entomology Department. 

Work on the sexing and ageing of birds hy external characters has continued and one paper 
has been published. 

Progress has also been made on the pneumatization of bird skulls and a paper is in preparation. 

Fieldwork. The survey on the biology of tbe Lord Howe Island Woodhen continued and three trip~ 
were made to the summit of Mount Gower. During these trips the .cu.rator w~s assiste~ ?o~~~e~~fes 
from the Australian Museum staff from the National Parks and W1ldltfe Servtce of N~ 1 t . 
and CSIRO Division of Wildli fe The Curator and Mr M. White, Preparator, ma e severa nps 
to Sunny Corner State Forest ne;r Bathurst to carry out work on the pine forest survey. 

C u · · 1 f th se 223 were donated and 107 0 ections. During the year 330 specimens were regtsterec ; . 0 e . sea birds was received 
collected by museum staff An excellent collection of 50 spectmens, mamly · ·' USSR A 
on ex h r · r r 1 1 t Moscow State Umverstty, · 

. c ange .or Australian material from Pro.essor '- le s ovd, .1 d Shearwater Puffinus pacificus, 
spectmen forming the fi rst record of the light phase of the We ge-tat e ' 
rrom the east coast of Australia was also received. h. 

. . . . rator to be shared between L IS 
d The appotntment of M r Mtchael WhJte m I 971' as a prepa aration of specimens for the 
/hart~eot and the Mammal Department, ~as wcatlX help~d. thJ·~~~t to make much progress on 
0 ectJon. However, at the rate fresh matenal ts recetved, tt IS 1 

the frozen material waiting to be processed. 
In . d b the department from the 

fo~matio~ and Services. A large number of inquiries were rece~ve th ~museums in Austra~ia and 
pubhc and mstitutions. Loans of specimens were made to w<?rkers/\0 ~oyal Zoological Soctety of 
N.~~as. The Curator lectured t? the . Or.nithological SectJon ~ocle~. He also spoke in the ABC 
ll : ·and the Parramatta and Htlls Dtstnct Fauna and Flora t' ued to serve on a government 
enta~e programme on Lord Howe Island. The Curator has con 10 

commtttee set up to study the effect of Dieldrin on birds. 
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PALAEONTO LOGY 

In the main. the Curator's research was concentr~ted on M.iddle Devo1.1i~n fish faunas of 
ResearchNew South Wales, Upper Devonian fish fro':" Antarctica and ~lddle O~do~ICian ~stracoderms 
westernh N h T rritory Australia Preparation on the Antarctic matenal IS makmg excellent 
from 1 e ?rht ehrn construe. tion of a ·complete head shield of a new arthrodire and a very fine 
progress Wit t e rec · · b · f h N h · ' • 1 'd rossopterygian head. The Ordov1c1an verte rate remams rom t e ort ern Terntorv-
~~!~~da::t ~~er found south of the Equator-:-include two new genera of ostracoderms. represented· by 
numerous fragments of head shields and by 1solated scales. 

Fieldwork. The major field trip of 19? t -72, was to western New South Wales to co_ntinue the survey 
f fish localities in the Middle Oevoman Mulga Downs Group. The Curator, ~ss1sted by Mr c. 1. 

~acadie, located many new fossillocali.ties on Tambuca and Mount G:enfell Stat1ons west of C?bar, 
and traced the same horizon some 45 miles farther south to Mo~nt Buckambool. A large quantity of 
material was collected, including portions of the rarer elements 1n the fauna. 

Following the discovery of a rich Upper De":o~ian fish lo~ality .in the Jemalong Range, west 
of Forbcs. New South Wales, the Curator arr.anged a JOint field prOJeCt .w1th a P.latoon of t~e Australian 
Army to excavate the sit~. The s.th Battah?n of the ~.oyal Austraha.n .Re.~lment .PrOVIded 21 m.en 
led by Captain E. A. Wmdsor-CIIve for th1s unusual adventure tram1.ng exerc1se. Armed wah 
two Cobra jack hammers, and supervised by t~e Curator, th~ tea.m rap1dly ~ncovered a large area 
which contained the Upper Oevonian fish; these mclu~ed Botlmolepls, Phyllolepls and other arthrodires 
new to the area. Large quantities of heavy, fish-beanng blocks were brought back to the museum for 
later splitting and preparation. 

On one of the return journeys from Forbes the Curator examined a number of Devonian fish sites 
near Grenfell, New South Wales, and during a b~ief visit recovered some very_ promising material. 
The fauna includes Bothriolepis, fragmentary remams of very large ~rossopteryg1ans and other forms 
which appear to be quite new, certainly ~o Austr~lia. Plans are bemg made. for further i~vestigation 
of this site which promises to be of considerable Importance. Other field tnps made dunng the year 
were to Long Reef, Sydney, to collect labyrinthodont amphibian remains discovered by Or Joan 
Beattie, Balmain Teachers College; to Coolah, to exca_vate an almost complete skull of a small 
Diprotodon, discovered by M r Tan Rabone, of " Weetahbah" near Coola~; and Newcastle. New 
South Wales, accompanied by Or John Evans and Mr H. 0. Fletcher, to mspect the fossil reserve 
set up near Belmont to preserve Permian fossil insect sites. 

Collections. One hundred and fifty specimens were registered during the year. The proposed 
Geological Preparation Laboratory will now be housed in two rooms of the former Child Welfare 
Department building. The laboratory will consist of two rooms cu rrently undergoing conversion 
and an office. A dark room is adjacent. 

One of the pieces of preparation equipment acquired by the department was an Ultrasonic 
Probe. This probe, the first of its kind in Australia, which was developed by Mr Macadie whilst 
at the British Museum, is of considerable value in certain difficult types of preparation. 

Preparation of some very well preserved Upper Devonian fish from the reef complexes of the 
Kimberleys, Western Australia, has now been completed; these will later be displayed in a temporary 
exhibition. 

Specimens presented to the department during the year included parts of an a rticulated skeleton 
of Thylacoleo, from Warialda, near Moree ; a fine Procoptodon skull, from near Coolah, and a 
considerable portion of an articulated Meiolania skeleton and skull from Lord Howe Island. 

Another _fin~ acguisition during the year was the fibreglass cast of a complete skeleton of the 
small Upper Tnass1c dmosaur Coelophysis, from New Mexico. T his was donated to the museum by 
the American Museum of Natural History, through Or Bobb Schaeffer, and flown to Australia by 
courtes~ of Qantas Airwa~s. T he cast will.eventually be placed on permanent display in the Hall 
of Foss1ls as the first exh1b1t of a complete dmosaur specimen in any Australian museum. 

The complete skeleton of Smilodon, the sabre-toothed cat from California, presented to the 
museum by the Hallstrom family, finally went on display in the Hall of Fossils. 

Informatio~ a~d Ser~ices ... Th~ pressure of public inquiries increased markedly during the year, and 
~s the maJonty of mqu1~1es mvolve a wide range of fossil invertebrates, the appointment of a~ 
~nverte~rate palaeontologiSt becomes more pressing each year. Lack of available time makes 1t 
tmposs1ble for the Curator to attempt to fill in major gaps in the invertebrate and plan collections. 

" Austr~lian and Antarcti~ .~aterial fr?m the collections was used in Mr R. Raymond's .film 
Th~ C_hangm~ Face of Australia , and considerable press and TV coverage was received from vanous 

foss1I d1scovenes. 

. The Curato~ gave_ his ~nouallecture C<?urse on Vertebrate Palaeontology at the School of Earth 
Sciences, Mac~uane Umvers1ty. The most Important public lectures delivered during the year were 
to the Australian M~seum Soc:iety (inaugural lecture) and to the Royal Society of Queensland- both 
on the ~ecent AntarctiC Exped1t1on and the scientific results achieved. Two lectures on fossil vertebrates 
were given to the Depart':"ent of Geology, University of Newcastle, and during March, the Curator 
presented a week.end ~oss1l School at Coolah, New South Wales, under the auspices of the Extramural 
Department, Un1vers1ty of New England. 

. T he new version of"Life through the Ages" chart was printed in early 1972 and is now on sale 

htn the museum ~ookshop. A range of fossil casts were purchased for sale in the bookshop and these 
ave proved qu.te popular. 
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EDUCATION SERVICE 

SchOOl Visits to the Museum. Because of staff sho 
·1 d h" rtages the · • severely curtm e t IS year. The regular lessons had b , section s lesson program h 

n:placement staff would not be available,_and this created :~~/ully booked _before it was ~~:liz~~ ~~~ 
staff. N? class~s were .t~ken on field tnps and few 5 eci Y heavy t~achmg burden on the remaini 
29 040 ch1ldren m 569 VISits was provided with compl~ 1 al film screenmgs were arranged A t t 1 ngf 

' "d d but fo th · · e esson program ~ · o a o only were prOVI e ' . r e n~aJonty of visitors, no het w . mes, ror others, question sheets 
visited the museum Without appomtment totalled 50 080 h~ld hat~oever could be given. Those h 

. . ' c t ren m I ,252 classes. w o 
No re~~nctwn was . placed on the visits by hand ica . 

and eve~y fac1llty ~as prov1ded for them whilst they were her~pe~~hlldre~-dea~, blind. spastic, etc.-
were pa1d to hospttal schools. · ree vtstts (takmg museum specimens) 

Demonstration lessons and lectures on the museu • d . 
of trainee teachers from_ vari~us t~achers colleges, and fr~~ ;heu~att~_nal servic~s were given to groups 
students from Macquane Un1vcrstty were assisted and memb n{' ISh Teachmg Centre. Education 
Transport Service Board continued their series of'visits to stuedrs 0 the New S?uth Wales Ambulance 

Y venomous an1mals. 

Loan Services. A total of 325 loans were made durin the .. 
specimens and photographs, and 212 travelling cases; ap;roxim~~~r, tcom~~tsmg 11 3 collections of 
country schools. Two new travel cases on the Platypus were 1 Yd ~o-~ lrds ?f the loans went to 
on Spiny Antea~ers, plus an ad?itional marsupial case containi~ga~eB m ~Jrc.~ l atlon, and two others 
to near completion. Plans are m hand for three new cases containingrb~d~~~ Possum, were brought 

New despatch cartons of foam-lined plastic (for travel cases) wer · d · 
of the year and their use has already resulted in a lessening of tra .t de mtro uc;d tn t~c last quarter 
on repairs to the travel cases and their contents and in the prepa~::ionamafe. o~e ttme was spent 
material and specimens for museum lessons. ' an renovation of other loan 

School vacation activities. Attendances at the school vacation film screenings were as follows: 
Spring, 1971 

January, 1972 .. 

May, 1972 

1,793 

3,048 

1,073 

5,914 

As well as visitors to the mu~eum, children from the many play centres organized by the New South 
Wales Department of EducatiOn attended these film screenings. 

The Chi!dren's Room was visited by a total of 11,400 people during the three school vacations, 
an average dally attendance of 336; this is considerably higher than in previous years. Different 
displays and activities were arranged in the room for each vacation: "Creepy Crawly Animals" in 
September, "Small Animals" in January, "Australian Aborigines" in May. Dr Frohlich and Mrs 
Anderson, mothers of Museum Discoverers, assisted during these holiday periods. Museum Wa/kabow 
question booklets were completed by J ,196 children. Museum Discoverers C/ub-22 children qualified 
for membership during the year, bringing the total active membership to 144. Regular meetings were 
held during school holidays and a field trip was made to Muogamarra Nature Reserve in December, 
to study the fauna and flora of the Hawkesbury Sandstone country. The usual field trip at Easter 
was not held this year because of staff shortages. Four members of the club assisted in various 
departments of the museum for 3 weeks in the January school vacation, the museum trustees providing 
an honorarium of $10 each. 

The Senior Discoverers Club has also held regular meetings in the evenings, and is continuing 
~he survey work at Towler Bay. Jn January four members of the club joined the Curator of Rept1les 
tn a 5-day field trip to his research area at Round Hill. 

A new venture for the Discoverers this year, was the producti?n of ecol~gical theatre, under 
the direction of Rob Inglis. Begun during the first week of January, lt has contmued each ~aturday 
~orning since then, gradually building an enthusiastic and talen~ed band of young P.eople mvol.ved 
10 the dramatic presentation of problems relating to the env1ronment-<:onservatton, pollutiOn, 
wastage of resources and so on. In the May holidays, this group con~~cted ~orkshops for me.mbers 
of the visiting public using the theme "Make a Play About Your World: and IS ~0~ co~centratmg 0~ 
a large production "What Are You Doing, Strange Creature?", for which a ~cnpt as e_e~ p~epare 1 
and rehearsals are well advanced. These activities were s_upported ~nanctallyA~{s an lnttla gran 
from the trustees of the Museum and one from the Australian Council for the · 

lnt: fl t to 44 school libraries, including 
or~ation and Services. Sets of free museum lea. ets were sen and New Guinea. A further 859 

those 1n other States, and many were sent to the Te~n.tory. of Papufon fo r class work. Many of the 
letters from teachers and pupils were answered, ~1v 1ng mformat leaflet on the "Beginnings of 
rn.u~e.um:s leaflets were revised before b~ing reprm_tcd, and at ne:f Anthropology. 
C1v1hzat10n" was devised in association w1th the Assistant Cura or . . . 

11 . , was designed and wntten, th1s IS now 
. A small prototype of a tourist "Guide to the Ga enes 
10 process of commercial production. 
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D . Ed ·ation Week an exhibition of children's work was arranged for display within the 
urhmg uc. t stees again kindly provided prizes in the various sections. museum, t e museum ru 

Lectures were given to the Western Suburbs Lapidary Club and the Senior Citizens Club of 

Sydney. 

Conferences. Miss McDonald and Mrs ~aguire attended the annual conference of the Museums 
Association of Australia, held at Canberra m October. 

Monthly meetings of t.he Museuf!l E~ucation Officers in the Sydr~ey area were attended by .all 
education staff. Seminars wrth the Untverstty of Sydney Adult Educatron Department on analysrng 
the effect of museum education work were also held. 

EXHIBITIONS DEPARTMENT 

The Exhibitions Department continued to give almost exclusiv~ att~ntion to communications 
through galleries display; services to other departments are now of mmor Importance. 

Permanent Exhibitions. The museum was unfortunate in having to close two of the public galleries 
during the year. The public was deprived of the Aboriginal. Gallery in July, 1971, fo~ renovations 
to the ceiling, and the Pacific Gallery in A~gust, 1971, t~ ~ro~1de space for the conservatron ~reatment 
of a portion of the Anthropological collectrons. In add rtro~ rt was nec~ssary to close a portron of the 
Skeleton Gallery for a short period to allow treatment of d1splay materral. 

The Hall of Life remains the major permanent installation project. All aspec.ts of the design 
are now finalized, audio-visual problems have been solved, and showcases are nearrng completion. 
In addition much work has been done on the various component items for the displays, including the 
casting of a large relief map of the Sydney Basin, and the preparation of a 5-foot diameter cell model 
(in progress). 

Renovations to other galleries continued. with relabelling and bird mount replacements still 
having priority. Two miniature dioramas are being made commercially for the Hall of Fossils, and 
new displays of a grouping of hawks and a sabre-toothed cat skeleton were installed. Wall showcase 
displays in the Aboriginal Gallery are being re-done in anticipation of that gallery's eventual re­
opening. 

Funds have been requested for the building of a new reptile and amphibian gallery, and 
specimens for this project are being placed on temporary display. Many specimens are now being 
prepared by casting and freeze-drying, and the department is having them painted on a piece-work 
basis. 

The visitors' seating in all galleries was replaced in May of this year. No funds were obtained 
in the 1971- 72 budget for the education train project. 

Temporary Exhibitions. Following the dismantling of the "Recent Acquisitions" and "Antarctica" 
exhibitions in July, two temporary exhibitions were presented in the Long Gallery. An exhibition of 
paintings by the French Post-Impressionist, Pierre Bonnard , was shown for one month from the 15th 
October and drew large crowds of visitors . 

. The current ~~l~nesian exhibition is of a large number of artefacts from the permanent 
c~llecttons. .The exhrbrtton was prepared by a member of the exhibition staff, Mr J. Freeman, working 
wrth t.he assrstance of casual employees. This mode of working was necessitated by staff work 
commrtments. 

Ser~ices. Full-time service to the bird and mammal study collections was provided by Mr Michael 
Whrte. 

Departm~ntal assi~tance .was pro~ided for the Film Premiere, the Australian Museum Society 
Inaugural Fu~c~r?n and rt~ ltahan Evenrng, ~nd the Art Gallery Society open night function for the 
Bonnard Exh~bnron .. Asststanc~ was also grven to the Museum's Education Section for Education 
Week, leaflet rllustratlons, and bJrd and mammal taxidermy. 

Fieldw~rk: The del?artment mounted thre~ short c?llecting trips and accompanied one other. The 
excursro~s resulted m a large number of brrd, reptile and amphibian specimens being added to the 
gallery drsplays. 

Study Tour. Mr B. Bertram ~pen~? .weeks in the U.K., U.S.A., Canada, Holland, Denmark and 
Germany, fr?m the l~th Aprrl, VtSitmg museums of various types. The study tour was mainly 
concer~ed wrth ob~e~~mg approaches to and effectiveness of, display policy and practices, and in 
eval~atron of exhrbrtron department's structures and responsibilities. Financial assistance was 
recerved from the Museum Trustees, the Meyer Foundation, the British Council and Ansett Airlines. 

Conferences. Mr J. Frazier and Mr K Gregg att·ended the M , A · 1· f A t lt'a 
S · "Th R 1 f , · useum s ssoc1a ron o us ra emrnar e o eo Museums at Canberra in October. 

M lb 
Mr ~ · B

1
ertram and Mr D. Rae attended the U~·!cSCO Seminar on Visual Communication at 

e ourne rn anuary. 
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LIBRARY 
The museum li brary continues to grow as do the de d . 

the library still increases. They include students of all a man .s on •t ; the number of visitors using 
scientists of all typ~s •. both ~cademic and those working fo~e~~~~~~s~ect amateurs and professional 
museum staff also IS 1ncreasmg and making more use of th l"b • Clal firms and companies. The 
the work load of. the library staff which is finding it increas~1g\ r~~~s r~source~. ~his has increased 
service it would hke to offer. Y 1 cu t to mamtam the standard of 

Accessions and Binding. 

Volumes registered Books 

319 234 
Serials 

85 
Presented and exchanged 

140 
During the year 319 volumes were recorded as being received · h · . 

the rest being periodicals or parts of series. Of these volumes 140 w~n 
1 ~ ~•bra~y, 234 bemg books, 

as gifts, the latter including books given to the museum for r~viewing ~e ell er g•ve~ on exchange or 
gifts was a magnificent volume "Sea Shells of Sagami Bay". describin~~~~u~h~~~~sg~~~~~:~tcdAmong the 
Emperor of Japa~ and presented to .tl:e.museun:' by the I m penal Household, a collection of u~i- H .. M. 
on fish and fishenes from CS I RO DIVISIOn ofF1sheries and Oceanography Cronulla d P. •catl?ns 

Publication. History of the Earth and Animated Nature Vols 1 and 2 !8•40 by 01 ! anGanldmterehstmg 
· · b · bl. h d · 1774 Th. 1 ' · ' •ver o sm1t the first editiOn e1ng pu IS e m . 1s ast was donated by Mrs c. s. Graham. · 

Currently the museum receives approximately I 750 periodical titles 235 by st b · t. th · · d h ·r ' . • scnp 10n. e 
res~ betng rece1ve on exc ange or as g1 ts. ~ecause of t~e increased work load only 101 volumes 
whiCh had been made ready for despatch dunng the prev10us year have been sent for binding and 
returned. 
Loans. 

To Staff To Other Libraries To Museum Xerox Jobs Number of Sheets 

1972 986 I 07 506 6,600 

The number of loans made to the staff has been included in this report. Up to this year the 
number of loans to staff had fluctuated between 1,200 to I ,500 a year. This year the number jumped 
to nearly 2,000. This increase has been caused partly by staff increases, such as the Shelf Benthie 
Survey. 986 loans were made to libraries in all Australian states, government, university and others. 
Where possible xerox copies were supplied and 506 lots amounting to 6.600 sheets were sent out in 
lieu of loans. The museum borrowed 107 items from other libraries and was also supplied with xerox 
copies instead of publications. This number of borrowings does not include unsuccessful attempts 
which can be very time consuming. Many people other than staff have used the library including 
scientists, research workers, members of the general public and students. 

Cataloguing. 
No. of books No. Serials Cards withdrawn Cards made Catalogue Monogs S.S.A.L. 

277 133 282 1,961 357 61 

A total of277 books and 133 serials have been catalogued and classified this year. 282 old cards 
have been withdrawn from, and 1,961 new cards inserted into the library:S catal?gue. 357 cards have 
been made for the union catalogue of monographs and sent to the NatiOnal L1brary, Canberra. 61 
cards were made for scientific serials in Australian libraries and sent to CS! RO, Melbourne. 

Rearrangement of Library From the 14th September to the 1st October, 1971, a team .or six men 
from Government Stores Department set up ~ew shelves and .rearranged the ~Id shelvfesNmSt~ New 
Wing stacks From 5th to 19th October M1ss Jocelyn Gard1ner. from the L•bhr~lry 0h · · d., wads 

· · ·' · d th same team of men w 1 e t ey move an 
lent to the museum; she and the L1branan ~upervlse e . All the eriodicals were 
rearranged all the publications in the New Wlllg on t~e rearranged shelv~ng.h materiJ on the shelves 
rearra.nged i~ al~habetic~l order by title and appropnate gab~t~~ left 

1~ t pficatioo was made to the 
to fit. m publications wh1ch are to be n:ov~d o.ver from th~ . ~~~nted~o that it would be possible 
Pubhc Works Department to have the ltgbtmg tn the Ne\~ JFg ~ugD partmcnt visited the museum to 
to see to read. Early in 1972 an expen fr.om the Pubhc or ~he framework to hold the necessary 
assess what needed to be done to the ltght1ng. In June. 1972• lectricians started installing the new 
l~ghting fixtures was installed and in the last week of J ~ne te e ts of periodicals from the Old Wing 
hghts. During the waiting period the library st~ff move a. e~~ se New Wing and completed the re­
stacks and curators' libraries to their appropnat~ place~ Ill W~ g The necessary alterations to the 
arrangement of the periodicals and books already 111 the ew 10 ~ also made while waiting for the 
~atalog~es and other records in the librar~, due to the m~~e~n\~efhe clearance and renovation. of the 
mstallat1on of the new lighting. The rematnder o_f the mo hopefully to be completed dunng the 
Old Wing stacks as the new library office and read•ng room are, ' 
first few months of the next financial year. 

f the Library Certificate course at Sydney 
Staff. Miss Dawn South successfully completed stage 11 f 1 stage Il l. She has also completed 
Technical College during the year, and is now halfhwa{1

1 u~~~~~ New South Wales. 
the Advanced In Service Training Course, held by t e 1 Jra · d 

. ·in the ear but no work has been one 
Archives. The archives have been consulted several ttmes .dt~ }is ho~ed that a start can be made on 
on t.hem. When the library has been successfully reorgamze 1 

boxmg and arranging the museum's records. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND VISUAL ArDS 

M H d H ghes made three short trips to the Griffith District to film plague locusts Fieldwork. r owar u . 
and captured specimens for the museum collectiOns. 

In January a tr ip was made to One Tree Island to obtain material for a proposed film on the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

A b Of Short excursions were made to Camden and Broke to obtain footage on Wanderer num er . . 
(Monarch) butterfli::s for a museum film now m preparation. 

Mr Charles Turner ma?e sever~! one day excursions to Taronga Park Zoological Gardens and 
various city locations, to obtam matenal for school travel cases and other purposes. 

Collections. Pressure of work has been so great that no negatives have been registered this year. 

Information and Services. Inquiries for speci~lized photographic. needs ~ithin the museum and from 
outside organizations are constantly dealt w1th, and these are 1n~rea~mg each yea':· Photog~aphs 

prepared for publication in many research and pol?ul~r publicatiOns, both nat1onal and lnter­
~:;i~nal. Material was supplied for exhibition not only w1th m the museum, but for other organizations 
such as the National Parks and Wildlife Service, etc. 

The nature of museum photography could require C<?nsi?erable t~me. b~ing spent in the 
preparation of just one photograph, but the ~ollowing figures w1ll g1ve some md1cat10n of the volume 
of work completed during this {'urrent financ1al year. 

Photographic prints Colour slides Negatives 

I ,528 974 870 

Monochromes 

123 

X-rays 

93 

A conservative cost estimate, based on commerc!al rates, places a ':a tue of at ~~~st $.18,100 on the 
work carried out by this section. This does not mclude the cost estimate of wa1tmg time and other 
fees normally included. 

A film premiere attended by His Excellency the Governor-General, on the evening of 30th July, 
1971, was very successful. Films screened were. "Wh~re Wate.r is Plentiful" and "S~me Austra~an 
Marsupials", two of the films sponsored by BHP. Spectal screenmgs to the general public the followmg 
Saturday and Sunday also included "Dry Australia" and "The A~stralian ~ea-Lion". These four 
films are in the library of the sponsors, BHP, who report extens1ve bookmgs and requests from 
borrowers both in Australia and overseas. Sydney television stations have shown a n interest in 
screening the films, but the museum is waiting until a few more films in the series a re completed before 
releasing them to television. 

Work has commenced on two other films, these are "Plague Locusts" aod "The Wanderer or 
Monarch Butterfly". The latter film is nearing completion whilst the locust film has been delayed due 
to unfavourable weather conditions. 

The film shot in Western Australia has been edited ready for final recording and should be 
completed within a few weeks, its title is "South West Australia". Work has commenced on a oew 
film to be entitled "Australian Lizards" . All of these films a re being sponsored by BHP. 

Preliminary planning for a film on the Great Barrier Reef, centred a round One Tree Island, 
has commenced. 

The museum's first sound film, titled " 250 Million Years Ago", made over 20 years ago, is 
still widely used: the New South Wales Documentary Film Council has reported that the film was 
fu!Jy booked throughout the last 12 months. 

Three films shot at Edward River, during August, 1970, have been pre-edited and are now 
awaiting final commentary and other production work. Originally shot for the Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal Studies, th~se fil.ms show such s.ubjects as the making of a three-prong man spear, a spear 
thrower and a woman s stnng basket. It 1s planned to finish the films, o ne with natural sound, one 
with a mixture of natural sound and music, and one with music. At th is stage these films lack a 
sponsor. 

General. In past reports, attention has been .dra~n to the need for more staff a nd working space for 
films and photog~ap~y. These needs are still ev1dent. In the case of still photography the many 
demands from sc1enttfic staff for matenal for publication and research purposes cannot be met and 
long delays are inevitable. ' 

SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION OFFICER 

Advertising ~nd Publi~i~y. Museum a?vertising. of a g~neral nature was placed in all Sydney daily 
press. Spec1a.l ~?vert1smg was placed 10 both CJty and Interstate press for museum publications, the 
Bonna.rd Exh1b1t1on and the museum books hop. Temporary exhibitions and other matters were 
advertised as they occurred. 

A new sticker was printed and forwarded to the New So uth Wales Government Railways 
Department for display in railway carriages. 

Publicity was afforded by city, country and interstate press and both radio and TV in city 
and country areas. ' 
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Topics which gained notable coverage during the year were· a LP · 
musical score of two '?useum produced natural history-conservati. n Jazz record based on the 
which attacked the maJOr part of. the Melanesian collections after o~ films; an outbreak of mould 
oooding of the storage . areas-thts event, and the potential da a ~rolent thunderstorm had caused 
created an almost c~ntrnuo~s. ~ow of publicity lasting nearly 4m~!e ~t .would cause if not controlled, 
he first representatrve cxhrbrtron of the work of this Fre h e s •. and t~e ~onnard Exhibition 
~ustralia . ne post-lmpressronrst to be staged i~ 

Several events arising from the Fossil Department were of · 
1 

the delivery of a fibreglas~ cast of the first complete dinosaur eve:~;r:;:i~o ~he media .. these included: 
he museum by the Amer1can Museum of Natural History the ea e rn Australra.-donated to 
t joint museum-army field trip which excavated Devonia~ fossils~ ~as ~own to Austral.ia by Qantas; 
district of New South Wales. s es rom a quarry rn the Forbes 

In-depth articles appearing in the press included: the Director's r . 
Island in the Great Barrrer Reef (Brisbane Sunday Mail) an an· 1 esea~h proJ~Ct at One Tree 
Assistant Curator, Worms and ~chinoderms (Sydney Morni~g Herat~) \~· d r hPatrrcia Hutcbings, 
museum (Woman's Day), an artrcle on Dr Alex Ritchie Curator of Fos~·t'"cat· ~ scenes look at the 
·'Birthday of the Dinosaur" an article by Dr Ritchie (Sydney Morning 

1~ /?) athe Sunday Mail) , 
Survey Team (Sydney Morning Herald) and the Australian Museum Society (eNra ~ 1• St/e She!f Benthic 

0111 10re T11nes). 

The Director and several members of staff spoke on radio and appeared 1 · · 
d · th S 1 t t d . on te evrsron pro-grammes unng e year. evera sta emen s ma e by the D1rector appeared f r . . 

the interstate press. rom rme to time In 

PubUc Relations. H i~ Excellency th~ Governor-General attended the premiere of two of the BHP 
sponsored, natural ~rstory-conservatron films produced by the museum. The premiere, held on 
30th July, took place rn the Long Galle~ of the museum and was attended by 350 guests. The function 
was made possrble by the generous assrstance afforded by BHP and the Trustees of the Museum. 

An LP jazz record "Australia and AJI That Jazz" was produced by Cherry Pie Records. This 
record has a museun:' theme .t~roughout, the music- from the score of two museum films- was 
composed by Sydney Jazz musrc1an John Sangster. The exterior and interior cover photographs are 
by museum photographer Howard Hughes, and the text presents an aspect of the museum's changing 
image in society. Tracks from the record are played regularly by national radio stations. 

A further series of six lectures "Ecology for Conservationists" was staged during the year, in 
response to the overwhelming public demand for the first series held earlier in I 971. 

An opening night function was arranged for the Bonnard Exhibition at which the Hon. G. F. 
Freudenstein, Minister for Cultural Activities, performed the official opening. 

Contact was made with 32 institutions in the U.S.A. and the U.K. in an effort to gather details 
of museum society structure and functions. The information received was studied and the most 
suitable sections used as the basis for the formation of the Australian Museum Society. The inaugural 
function of the society took place on 22nd March; Dr Sutherland, Presiden~ of the Trustees of Th.e 
Australian Museum, delivered the Inaugural Address to a gathering of approximately 850. From thrs 
initial membership the total by the end of the financial year was I ,500. 

The Scientific Information Officer acts as liaison between the museum and The. Australian 
Museum Society and, whilst the society is still in the formative stage, has been responsible for the 
organizing of brochure and general printing . 

. A give-away leaflet holder, bearing the museum's name, was designed for distribution to the 
pubhc. 

Co-operation between the museum and the Sydney Daily Telegraph was ":laintainedeJor thi~ 
year's "Operation Earthday" conservation contest, and the Director was once agarn request to ac 
as a member of the judging panel. 

Staff members continued to assist service organisations by providing lectures on request to 
Rotary clubs, church clubs and bush walking clubs. 

. f d orters from the ABC and students 
Guided tours of the museum were given to partres o ea et rep 

from East Sydney Technical College. 
d Ferr (Nice Museum, France), Mr and 

M The following were welcomed to the museum: Ma MamM t Y (Rochester Museum, U.S.A.). 
rs Peppier (Canterbury Museum, New Zealand), Mr J. c as er . 

. R I . ns Institute of Australra (N.S.W.) 
.The Scientific Information Officer served on a Public ~ 8110 t'tled "The PR Practitioner and 

com.mlttee which was responsible fo r the organizing of a semrnar en 1 

Environmental Issues" . . 
d the 4th National Conventron of the 

Pu . In September the Scientific l r~formation Officer attende 
blrc Relatrons Institute of Australia, held at Canberra. . he 

. . n Officer has expanded steadrlY. tot 
The scope of work performed by the Sci.entr~c lnform~!IO · to continue to function efficrently. 

extent where additional assistance is now requrred rf the sect ton 15 
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ARTIFICERS 

Museum Building. The museum roof has been ~ree of trouble during the past year, it is continually 
checked and any repairs are attended to by Pubhc Works Department. 

The Department of Public. Works has completed the following work. Ladies and gents public toilets 
on the third floor New Wmg. 

Concreting of area between the south wing and new spirit block, also fitting hand rail to same 

area. 
Completion of new offices in sub-basement New Wing. 

Ventilation Plant. The plant is checked periodically by private contractor through Public Works 
Department, plant is running trouble free. 

Electrical. fnstallation of temporary lighting over showcases in section of skeleton gallery. 

Commencement of installation of additional lighting throughout the library, lst floor New Wing. 

New lighting for the public toilets, ground floor. 

1t has been approved for one man from B. C. and M. electrical branch to attend to the electrical 
maintenance at the museum three half days per week. 

Work at present being carried out at the museum • . ~Iterations to ceil~n~ of the Aboriginal Gallery. 
Renovations and alterations to Child Welfare butldiDg, corner of Wtlham and Yurong Streets, by 
the Public Works Department. 

Alterations to public toilets ground floor Old Wing. 

Demolishing of wooden shelving and metal cabinets in old spirit house ready for alterations to 
be carried out. 

Extensions to reception desk consisting of new partition and filing cupboards; basement 
vestibule New Wing. 

Preparing for roof covering over storage tanks between car park and southern wall of New Wing, 
all by Public Works Department. 

Work is progressing on the Hall of Life by the artificers, Art and Preparation Department. 

General. Eighteen standard insect cabinets for Entomology store. 

Metal shelving purchased for mineralogy office, sub-basement New Wing. 

Rearranging of metal shelving plus additional shelving for library, first floor New Wing. 

Metal shelving for Anthropology Store, Rushcutters Bay Store. 

Motor Vehicles. Three additional vehkles have been purchased, one short wheel base Land Rover; 
one rnternational truck 2 ton 8 cwt a nd 4-wheel-drive, and one trail bike. T he Holden station sedan 
ACQ-767 is to be replaced, also one Land Rover AHC-922 having 42,000 miles recorded is due to be 
replaced. 

The number of vehicles at the museum to date are: 
3 Land Rovers. 
I Toyota land cruiser. 
I International truck. 
I Falcon station sedan. 
1 Mini van. 
I Trail bike. 
All vehicles are in good repair. 

Work by Artificers De.partm~nt . . General maintenance is heavy, requiring regular inspection of water 
pumps and motors, atr venttlatwn and oil tanks, emergency lighting unit and the museum building. 

. . Artificers work consisting of Hall of Life showcases and fittings and general carpentry and 
JOmery. ' 

ASSISTANT EDITOR- PUBLICATIONS 

Four iss_ues of th~ quarterly magazine Australian Natural History- Nos 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Volume 
17- were pubhs~ed. durmg the year, and No. 7 was in process of production. No. 4 (December, 
197 1) was a spectal tssue devoted to the natural history of the seas around Australia It contained 20 
extra pages. · 

The m.agazine gained about I ,000 new readers-the members of the newly formed Australian 
Museum Soctety, to whom the magazine is sent as one of the benefits of membership. 
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Nos 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the Records of the Aust r 
ectively: Intertidal Alcyonarians in the Vicinity ofr~za.n,.Museum were published. Th 

~~~io Utinomi; A New Species of Kelleria (Copepoda: Cycf~;~?l t~rthern Te1:ritory, Austra~Ia ab, 
b 1 A. E. Bayly; Balls Head: the Excavation of a Port Ja k u a ;rom Brack1sh Water in Vie/ . Y 
Jas;;anobdella fusca sp. IIOV. (Hirudinoidea: Richardsonian~c/o) Ro_ck Shelter, hy Sandra Bow~[~a: 
Systematic Value~ i!l the Le~gth~ of 1nnuli in the Mid-Nephri/~o'm~~~:~ ~n Initial Demonstration ~j 
A stralasian Pectznzseta Stem, wtth 1\ ores on the Genus (Dipte. M ! Y Laurence R. Richardson. 
1 ~' and 11 of the ~ecords of rhe A ust1:a1t:an Museum were wit~ ~i1e 0sczdae), by Ad_riao C. Pont. No~ 
13 and 14 were betng prepared for pnntmg. overnment Pnnter, and Nos 12, 

No. 13 of the Memoirs of the Australian Museum- Catalogue ofT . 
Australian Museum, Sydney, by H. 0. Fletcher-was published. and No!f: Speczmens of F~ssils in The 

. . . and 15 were bemg printed 
The fifth edttton of the booklet New South Wales Aboriginal Pl N · 

u•ith their Meanings, compiled ~~F. D . McCarthy, was published. ' Se~ce t~mes and Eu(Jhonious Words, 
2,riYJ more than the fourth edttton. en ousand coptes were printed, 

Publication of the second edition of the book The Natural Hisr if . 
of authors contribute~,. was nearing completion. The printing orde:'.: 0 /t;g0ey, l? whtc~ a number 
z,riYJ over the first edttton. as • coptes, an tncrease of 

New editions of seve~te~n of the free natural history leaflets were ubi" h d . . . 
of two were in process of prtntmg. P ts c , and new edtttons 

The sending of circulars to schools, with a view to enrolling the b .b 
magazine, was continued. m as su scn ers to the 

In addition to articles contributed to Australian Natural History the follow· g db 
by members of the staff were published during the year. ' m papers an ooks 

PUBLICATIONS 

Cogger, H. G., 1972. Australian Reptiles in Colour (revised edition). A. H. & A. W. Reed, Sydney, 
pp. 1-112. 

Cogger, H. G., 1972. Crocodiles; Lizards; Reptiles; Snakes; Turtles and Tortoises. In: Encyclo­
paedia of Papua and New Guinea, Vols 1-2. Melbourne University Press. 

Disney, H. J. deS., 1972. Speckled Warbler Chtlzonicola sagitta/a. Australian Bird Bander 10 (1): 
p. 15. 

Disney, H. J. deS. (with C. N. Smithers), 1972. The distribution of terrestrial and freshwater birds 
on Lord Howe Island, in comparison with Norfolk Island. Aust. Zoo/. 11 {1): I-ll. 

Griffin, D. J. G., 1971. The ecological distribution of grapsid and ocypodid shore crabs (Crustacea: 
Brachyura) in Tasmania. J. Anim. Ecol. 40: 597- 621, figs 1-5. 

Griffin, D. J. G., 1972. Brachyura collected by Danish Expeditions in south-eastern Australia 
(Crustacea: Decapoda). Steenstrupia 2: 49-90, figs 1-3. 

McAipine, D. K., 1971. Status and synonymy of the genus Craspedochaeta Czerny (Diptera: 
Clusiidae). J. Aust. ent. Soc. 10: 121-122. 

McDonald, P. M., 1971. Report of the Australian ICOM Working Group in Museum Education. 
Kalori, 42, Dec., 1971 . 

~foore, D. R., 1971. Australian Aboriginal Rock Art; its relevance to the European Palaeolithic. 
Bolletino del Centro Cam uno di Studi Preistorici, 7: 117-136. 

Moore, D. R., 1971. Cape York Aborigines and Islanders of Western Torres Strait. In: Proceedings 
of the Torres Strait Symposium, Canberra, Dec., 197 J. 

Paxton, J. R. (with P. H. Graham and K. Y. Cho), 1971. Cha_racterisati~n of !uminescent f:,~~J~r 
from the light organs of the Australian pine cone fish Cleldopus glonamans. Arch. M · 
81: 305-308. 

Paxton, J. R., 1972. Osteology and relationships of the lanternfishes (family Myctophidae). Bull. 
Los Angeles Co. Mus. Nat. Hist. Sci. 13: 1- 81. 

Ponder, W. F., 1972. The morphology of Alcithoe nrahica (Gastropoda: Volutidae). Malac. Rev., 
3 (1970): 127-165. 

p d F "I ecies of Buccinulum Deshayes 
ondcr, W. F., 1971. A review of the New Zealand Recent an osst 3~. 231 - 283. 

(Mollusca: Neogastropoda: Buccinidae). J. Roy. Soc. N.Z. I ( ) · 
p d genus Paratrophon Findlay 
ondcr, W. F., 1972. A review of the New Zealand neogastropo 

(Mollusca: Muricidae). J. Conch. (Paris) 109 (3): 110-ll8. . .. d 
p d . s of the famJly Munc• ae 
onder, W. F., 1972. Notes on some Australian genera an specie 

(Neogastropoda). J. Malac. Soc. Aust. 2 (3): 215-248. . . "d 
p . d of the famtly Bucctnt ae 
onder, W. F., 1972. Notes on some Australian spectes an genera 

(Neogastropoda). !bid 2 (3): 249- 265. 
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d W F 1972 The morphology of some mitriform gastropods w~th a special reference to their 
Pon ~~:ne~ta~y and ·reproductive systems (Neogastropoda). Malacologw 11 (2): 295-342. 

Ponder, w. F. (with P. J. Stanbury), 1972. Type specimens in the Macleay Museum, University of 
Sydney. 6. Molluscs. Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. W. 97 (I): 42- 55. 

Recher, H. F., 1971. Sharing of Habitat by three congeneric honeyeaters. Emu 71: 147-152. 

R h H F 1971 Bird Species Diversity: A review of the relation between species number and 
ec er, . ., . 3- 152 

environment. Proc. Ecol. Soc. Ausr. 6: I :>- · 

Recher, H. F., 1971. Fight for Life. Joumal of Sydney University Conservation Society. 4: 3-JO. 
(reprinted from BHP Journal, 1971). 

Recher, H. F. (with J. A. Recher), 1972. The foraging behaviour of the Reef Heron. Emu 72: 
850-90. 

Recher, H. F. (with J. Paxton and S. S. Clark), 1972. To grow or not to grow? Search 3: 5. 

Ritchie, A., 1971. Ancient Animals of Antarctica. Hemisphere, 15 (1 1): 2-6 and 15 (12): 12-16 
(in two parts). 

Smithers, c. N. (with A. Healy), 1971. Australian Insects in Colour. A. H. & A. W. Reed, pp. 112, 
52 col. pis., 16 pis. 

Smithers, C. N., 1971. Notes on Lord Howe Butterflies. J. Aust. ent. Soc. 10: 299-300. 

Smithers, C. N. (with H. J. deS. D isney), 197_1. The distribution of terrestrial and freshwater birds 
on Lord Howe Island, and companson w1th Norfolk Island. Aust. Zoo/. 17 (1): I-ll. 

Smithers. C. N., 1972. Ectopsocus pilosoides sp. n. (Psocoptera: Peripsocidae) from Queensland. 
Aust. Zoo/. 17 (1): 12-14, 7 figs. 

Smithers, C. N., 1972. A collection of Psocoptera (Insecta) from Western Australia including four 
new species. Aust. Zoo!. 17 (1): 15-23, 25 figs. 

Specht, J. R. (with H. Holzknecht}, 1971. Some Archaeological Sites in the Upper Markham Valley 
Morobe District. Rec. Papua Neu· Guinea Mus. I (2): 52- 73. 

ATTENDANCE 

During the year 522,255 people were recorded as having visited the museum. As the electronic 
counting devices continued to malfunction during the past year, this figure represents considerably 
less than the total number of visitors. 

DONATIONS 

Donations of important material are gratefully acknowledged from the following. 

Mr V. Dick son (South Coast stone collection); Mr D. McLeod (stone collections from Geerie, 
New South Wales); Mrs M. Leresche (Ethnographic collection, south-east Papua); Miss E. M. 
Stevenson (photographs from German New Guinea and the Solomons). 

Mr G. Daniels (insect material); Mr G. S. Hunt and Mr A. Goede (Arachnida); CSIRO 
Division of Entomology (flies of the family Pyrgotidae). 

Mr W. McReaddie (reptiles and frogs from New South Wales and Queensland); Mr G. Gowe 
and. MrS. Swanson (reptiles ~rom various parts of Australia); Mr D. Lindner (sea snakes and other 
repllles from north~rn ~ustraha); Mr K. Roth (snakes and lizards from northern Australia); Zoology 
Departm~nt o.f Umve~s1ty of New E~!;land (reptiles and frogs from New England district); Moscow 
State UnJversJty (repttles a nd amph1b1ans from the USSR); Mr R. Miller (reptiles and frogs from 
western New South Wales); Mr A. Rose (snakes from northwest New South Wales). 

Mr G. Coates; Mr J . Lewis; Mr N. Coleman (donations to Department of 1chthyology). 

Mr R. Talmadge; Mr J. Rogerson; Mrs Boorman; Mr and Mrs J . Cameron; Mrs C. Willcox; 
Mrs N. Pearsons; Dr B. Benhow; Madame M. Chavanne; Mrs U. Brenneisen; Mr I. Loch; 
Brother L: C: Faux; Madame D. Reverce; Mrs M. Greaves; Mr N. Coleman; Mrs V. Taylor; 
Mr W. G1bbms; Mrs S. McKay; Mrs J. Kerslake; Mr A. Hinton (donations to Department of 
Malacology). 

Moscow State University, Geographical Department (a large collection of European mammals). 

Dr D . F. Boesch, University of Queensland; Or R. Hammond, CSI RO Division of Fisheries 
and Oceanography; ~r R .. serene, UN~SCO, Singapore; Dr J . Tomlinson, California; Or and ~rs 
A. H. Banner, J:ta~au Inst1t~te of Marme Biology; Or A. J. Bruce, East African Marine Fishenes 
Research Organ1zatJOn, Zanz1bar (Type material donated to the Department of Marine lnvertebrates 
(Crustacea and Coelenterates)). 
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L · d Alexandria Gemstones Pty Ltd; Mr G. McGrath; Mr C. Moore (donations Mr Dt ea~~ ~f Mineralogy). 

to th• IJepar m S te Museum · M;, D. Lev;u; Mr S. G. Lane ; Mr A. K. Mords; Mr H. Batta m; 
Moscow ta e (donatio~s to the Department of Ornithology). W Johnston 

Mr G. . . g o ;rector of T;me-Ufe lnternat;onal (Austral;a) Pty Ltd donated 24 oop;es of 
The Mana~tn ks for final awards in the Museum Walkabout Series. The Children's Book h Life Nature 

00

lection of books on natural science for the Junior Library. I e '1 donated a se councl 
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AUSTRAUAN MUSEUM 

STATEMENT OF BALANCES AS AT 30th J UNE, 1972 

.. Annexure A Consolidated Revenue · · . Annexure B 
Trustees Account · Annexure C 
Grants Account . · · · · · · · 
National Photographic Index of Aus- Annexure D 

tralian Birds · · · · . · · E 
The Australian Museum Soc•ety Annexure 

$ 
Nil 

40,163.06 
36,221.11 

10,613.07 
5,268.43 

$92,265.67 

Cash in Hand and at Bank-
Trustees Account . · . . 6,263.9g 
Grants Account · · · · · · · · . . 2 790 
National Photographic Index of Australian Birds g'

6 
·19 

Australian Museum Society 5;2~~:~~ 
Investments-

Trustees Account . . 33,899.08 
Grants Account · · · · · · . . . . 33,430.92 
National Photographic Index of Australian Birds 2.000.oo 

- -
$92,265.67 
= = 

F. H. T ALBOT. 

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR TH E YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1972 

CoNSOUOATEO REVENUE 

Appropriations .. 
$ 

619,656.11 

$619,656.11 

Annexure A 

s 
Salaries, etc. . . 510,731.60 
Tea Money 702.30 
Rates, Rent, etc.. . . . 19,851.89 
Insurance. . . . 2,182.66 
Travelling and Subsiste~ce Expenses ·.· . . :. L0,407.11 
Motor Vehicles-Runmng Costs, Mamtenance, H1re 

and fnsurance 
F reight , Cartage and Packing .. 
Books, Periodicals and Papers .. 
Postal Expenses . . . . 
Fees for Services Rendered . . . . 
Stores, Provision, Furniture, Equipment, Minor 

Plant, etc. (including Maintenance and Repairs) 
Printing .. 

4,764.99 
1,836.12 
4,234.15 
4,274.02 

47.98 

Laundry Expenses 
Other Insurance . . . . . . 
Equipment for Storage of Museum Specimens 

34,999.07 
8,000.00 

369.71 
2,258.59 

. . 14,995.92 

$619,656.11 

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 

TRUSTEES ACCOUNT 

S TATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1972 

Balance as at 1st July, 1971 
Consolidated Revenue- $ 

Statutory Endowment . . 2,000.00 
Contribution towards Museum 

Requirements . . 11,000.00 

Grant for film production Broken Hill Proprietary 
Ltd .. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service-Subsidy 
Museum Shop Sales .. 
Australian Natural History Magazine Sales 
D onations 
Cinefilm Sales 
Cafeteria 
Interest .. 
Red Telephone 
Royalties and Copyrights 
Bonnard Exhibition .. 
Photocopies .. 
Miscellaneous 

$ 
37,278.37 

13,000.00 

27,500.00 
2,500.00 

18,580.36 
282.23 

1,134.88 
8,195.65 
1,672.13 
2,964.97 

167.98 
712.09 

ll,l04.90 
582.79 
833.98 

$126,510.33 

Cost of Publishing Museum Magazine 
Stock for Museum Shop 
Stores, Plant and Equipment 
Freight 
Museum Specimens .. 
Travelling Expenses 
Cinefilm Production 
Cafeteria 
Research Grants 
Entertainment .. 
Postage 
Red Telephone 
Library Purchases . . . . 
Teaching Aids for Education Section 
Grant to the Great Barrier Reef Committee 
Photocopies .. 
Honoraria .. 
Computer Costs 
Bonnard Exhibition .. 
Ecology Series- Ove,rtime 
Miscellaneous . . . . 
Balance as at 30th June, 1972 

Annexure B 

$ 
3,023.82 

J 3,611.00 
23,913.82 

76.80 
1,133.01 
8,310.57 
9 894.99 

I 45.17 
3,650.05 
3,295.99 

213.33 
279.65 
715.40 
264.00 
200.00 

1 004.36 
'620.00 

1 855.59 
J 1 '886.62 

• 42.00 
2 311.10 

40:163.06 -$126,510.33 

-



GRANTS ACCOUNT 

S TATEMENT OF RECEIP TS AND P AYMENTS FOR T H E YEAR ENDED 30th J UNE, 1972 

Australian Research Grants Committee-
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Palaeontology . . . . . . . . . . · · 
Entomology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ichthyology . . . . . . . . . . . . · . 

Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies . . . . 
Rural Credits Development Fund- Director . . . . . . 
Prime Minister"s Grant- Aboriginal Preparator . . 
Sewerage Out fall Survey . . . . . . . . 
Joint Coral Reef Research . . . . 
Indonesian Exhibition . . . . . .. . . . . 
Ian Potter Foundation . . . . . . . . 
Austral ian Council for Arts . . . . . . . . 
Siboga Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Chief Secretary's Grant- Lord Howe Island Ecology Survey 
Keith Hindwood Memorial Fund . . . . . . . . 

Balance, 
1st July, 

1971 

$ 

9,273.36 
2,022.10 

3,192.99 
364.34 

4,997.01 
5,000.00 

. ,,.1 

Receipts 

$ 

14,043.75 
5,773.90 
4, 139.00 
2,081.00 

10,872.00 
5,618.00 

15,000.00 
19,556.10 

1,295.00 
384.00 
256.25 

2,790.19 

81,809.19 

Total 

$ 

23,317.11 
7,796.00 
4,139.00 
5,273.99 

11,236.34 
10,615.01 
5,000.00 

15,000.00 
19,556.10 

1,295.00 
384.00 
256.25 

Salaries 

$ 

7,137.73 
3,967.55 
2,339.74 
5,716.57 
4,775.88 
7,726.13 
1,372.08 
8,988.43 

A nnexure C 

Stores 
Travelling I and 

$ 

944.60 

209.29 

57.20 

5,833.76 
1,044.70 

Equipment 

$ 

6,684.87 

145.60 

187.00 
5,199.25 
6,871.09 

Sundry 

$ 

531.00 

480.41 

225.00 

7.56 
7.56 1 2,790.19 

106,666.55 ,, __ 42-.-02-4-. ,-~-l: 8,089.55 r 19,087.81 1 1,243.97
1 

Total 

$ 

Balance. 
30tb June, 

1972 

$ 

15,298.20 I 8,018.91 
3,967.55 3,828.45 
2,339.74 1,799.26 
5,716.57 (Dr) 442.58 
5,130.77 6,105.57 
7' 726.13 2,888.88 
1 ,559.08 3,440.92 

14,244.88 755.12 
7,351.50 J 2,204.60 
5,833.76 (Dr)5,833.76 
1,044.70 250.30 

225.00 159.00 

7.56 

70,445.44 1 

256.25 

2,790.19 

36,221.1 J 

(,) 
-...) 
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NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC IN DEX OF AUSTRALIAN BIRDS 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 19?1 

Balance at 1st July, 1971 
Donations 
Colour Slides 
Cards .. 
Interest . . 
Miscellaneous 

$ 
12,146.46 
18,006.36 

74.80 
333.84 
183.33 
452.36 

$31,197. 15 

Salaries .. 
Entertainment 
Printing .. 
Photography 
Clerical Assistance 
Travel and Subsistence .. 
Honoraria 
Miscellaneous 
Balance at 30th June, 1972 

THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM SOCIETY 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 301h JUNE, 1972 

Members' Subscriptions and Lecture Admissions . . 
Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$ 
7,418.80 

41.01 

$7,459.81 

Salaries .. 
Printing .. 
Entertainment . . 
Stores and Equipment 
Lecture Fees .. 
Miscellaneous . . . . 
Balance at 30th June, 1972 

Annexure D 

s 
7,907.37 

56.10 
3,568.34 
6,161.80 

694.07 
1,628.58 

500.00 
67.82 

10,613.07 -$31,197. 15 

Annexe E 

$ 
814.15 

46.34 
870.63 
297.56 

30.00 
132.70 

5,268.43 

$7,459.81 




