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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE TRUSTEES OF TilE AUSTRALlAN MUSEUM 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1957 

To H1s Exct:LLEXCV THE GoVERXOR-

The Trust('es of the Australian Museum have the honour to ~mhmit to Your Excellency their 103rd 
Annual R('port, for tbe year ending 30th June, 1957. 

No changes in membership of the Board of Trust('eS have occurred during the year . 

. \ s t~tatc~l above th~ Report is the 1?3rd, neverthE"Icss the ~luRrum. ct>.lebra«ld its centenary as long 
ugo ns l !l27, as IS recorded m a commemorative tablet on I IH' front of the bmldmJ:(. This t.a.blet was unveiled 
by t.hr th('n Premier, tho Hon. T. R. Bavin, who in his speech made on thCI occasion said •· that funds for 
huildin~ exlt>nsions deserved the support of the Covex·mucnt and the public". 'l'hc Museum is a scieutific 
nnd educat.ionnl institution and in the vast thirty years there htts Ln.kt•n piMP througl1out Australia a vast 
building progr·ttmmo catering for the needs of science awl eduM~iuu, hnt lluppot·t of this nature for the 
M nMuum has not. boou forthcoming. Because of this fRet, and bemttlit' i Lis t\p]>t'OfWit\t.C for a public institution 
poriodioo.lly to review its progress and the services it performs for ~he communiLy, this Annual Report 
difforll in form of presentation from those submitted in rcccut ycnr~. Tt nims to sb.ow that the ,l\iuseum 
though old is vital; that its activities are important and tht~t itt~ need for oxpn.nt~ion is desperate. 

GROWTH Al\'D DEVELOPMENT OF TtJE l\1USEU1\1 

The AUBtralian Museum may well be the oldest existing scientific institution in Australia_ It is not 
proposed to outline its early history but only to draw attention to significant strps in its de\·elopment, 
commencing witb the year 1860. 

In that year the Trustees, in their 7th Annual Report, wrote 1\S follows : •· The nrgent requirements 
for additional buildings and space for the rapidly increasing and \·uluable collections of the Museulll have 
been brought under the notice of the GoYernment in the years 1857, 185R aut! 1859. We ha>e now only 
to state that thr experience of the past year has rendered these recJUtrrmcut.<~ puinfully evident··. 

In their Report for the following year, the Trustees ·· hatl plcusure to report that aflditions to the 
~Iuseurn were in progress". Fnrther additions soon followed, u~ in 1868 it was recorded that ·· the new 
wing has been opened to the public since January". 

In 1879 when, for the first time the Museum wat~ opened on Sundays, 1~nd lhe attendance figures were 
1M,601, the Trustees'' regretted exceedingly that no commencement ht\11 been made by the Government in 
rnlarging the Muse1tm " . 

In the eighties the Museum was in an active and flourishing contlit.ion since collecting and scientific 
expeditions wore the or·dor of the d~Ly and considerable I!U ll lli Will'!\ ~:~pent bn pun·husos, not only of specimen~;, 
buL al11o of books. Building activities likewise progrcssod ttud in 188fl Lht' •rm~:~le<!tl were able to repm·t 
lhat. " a greEt!. impl'ovement and desirable addition t.o our buildingM hus he!•n uutclo by the compleliion of 
o;tr new hall ". ~'ivc years later tney uoteu that '' the proposed mu<'h nC'cdod cnfttrgemcnt. of t.he Museum 
hns heen commence<! ",and in 1893 that these particular building opcrn.tion:> hnd been completed. 

In 189·1 it Wttl! reported that ·• the Governml'nt rrln•nchnwnt IK' Iwmc hns caused the )Iusenm to 
suffer severely ": nevertheless in 1896, £6,000 was \'Oted by Parlianwnt fur further building extensions. 
In llpitc of this appropriation the Museum was not at that timr rP<·<•t,·in~ aciNJlUltc linunrial support and in a 
r<'vi('W of tht• Annual Report in the Sttn•eyor for 7th No\'clllbt•r, 1~!l6, it Will! $tatcd that the Report was 
"toad rrading ". ·· For in a new country rapidly b•cominJl scttlt>d," commrnwlthe 'l'"riter. ··and where 
the many species of mammals. reptiles, fish, insects, <'te .. arc nrr<'s.<Utril,· hPing l'itbrr changed by the 
introduction of foretgn species or entirely e;~.:terminatrd in tht• nltc•rl'fl condttions of their habitat, collecting 
should form one of the largest items in the J.nnual Report of a '"•"'•um " Tlw rni<>w continued : ··The 
same note run!l through the entire Report. The insE'CI rollcrlions l'illl ouh- h!• lllilllc au index instead of a 
complete st•rie~;, not from want of specimens, but from want of space '', 

The new spirit house (for storage of specimens pn•s<•r\ rd in ,;pirit) was completed in l 97, and in 
1001 it. was stated that the erection of half of the new Xoul h \\' lllf.! hncl mad<' sattsfactory progress. 

Gallery lectures were instituted in 1906 for the benrfit of tcacht'J'l! nnd students and mention was 
mad<> in the ·Report for that year of the neerl for a propt•rly l'<Jilip]wrl ll.•rtnre tlwntre. By 1909 the South 
Wing hod brrn romplrted and in the Report is mentionrd llw "lll'W lecture theatre". It. is of interest 
~o nute that Lhr Annual Report for this and for a few suhscqut•n! yt•an! was illns(.rnterl. 

(n 1911 , tho year in which the whale was suspended fr·nm t.hc •·oof of t.hl' ent.rance hall and iu which 
1Ntk8 in tL.o roof became troublesome, plans were prepared for tt further· cx~ousion of the Museum building, 
the proposal being " to continue the main buildiltg to provido l'nhu·~od 1u1d much noeded accommodation 
for· n libmry, scientific work-rooms and offices". 

'J'he Report for 1912 mentions the need for a" Childrru '11 Room, sm·h 1111 i~ lo br founrl in Museums 
t>IHcwhere ", :tnd the attendance for the year wa~ )()9,970 viHilot'!l. In l!lf l , Lite financial position of tb.e 
Mwwum wna recorded as •· desperate''. Not only wen• purdlUHt•s of bnoks nnd !!prcimens discontinued 
buL the issue of publications ceased. 
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The following Rtalcmcnt appeared in tbe Annual Rc>po~·l:i fo~ 1.017, 1 ~18 nnd L919: "E11cry portiOll 
of the building ix now ocrupird. citl1cr for exhibition, 11dmini.~~mtun~. ~nhlwymp/wlll nr .. ~lomgr purpose.v and a~ a 
rc.<rult nf IM.\ till' ajJflifll of tlu· fn.~litution are hampuecl a11d If\ m·tl/'1111'8 HI .wunr rt··'!'nt.~ brott~hllo a sla~tcl.9tlU. 
No d1yrtc of rt'·tlffCW!Jl'lllt ut t'Cm alter litis stale of affairs. Tlu: o11ly rl'h(f po.mblt 1 ~ tu COtl.~ulerably e:rtend the 
lmilding ". 

In 1921 a commencement was made with the installation of ~l~rtric li~hti~g, ~?llecting expeditions 
were resumed and the ~Iuseum :Magazine started. Soml.' 200,000 ''~ttor>~ canw Ill I !J2~ 1~nd the Trustees 
in thl'ir Report for the \'Car regrett-ed that the Austrnlian -'ltN•um had not bf't•n t!~l' rectptenl of monetary 
bcqur11ts "a:~ ure !IO freely made to similar institutions in other parts of thl• world · 

MARKING TIME 

AH tbu Jll'cct•<lin~ paragraphs haYe shown, the Musr~m, lik<' ull thiugH ha:wd on human .endeavour, 
has htHl both it.s ups und downs. Howe\'er, so far as b~1ikhn~ developnwllt)( ar1• conrcmNl, wh_1le pro~ess 
continuect spnamodir~tlly up till19l 0, since then for u peno<l of IIIJ h•s.~ tlm 11 fort !J·Iil'"~''' !/~ors. no W1JOr addt~t?lf.S 
!141•e b1·c11 mod1· to lite lmildin,'fS. A little additiollal s~orage apace has ht'Cll mud.c ~V1u lnbl c by the proVISIOn 
of mezznnin<' llom·s in spveral rooms, but tlris has g1ven ouly a tcmpm·n.r,Y rolll'l t;o the problems of over­
crowding. In 1957, as in l8!.ltl, the insect collections arc rCI:lbl'icbed, uot fi'Oill, Wf\ll~ of specim~ns, but from 
want of !I J>MO. I>UI'in~ this plwiod there have be~n two wodd wal'l! 11 r.Hl 11 hn~tu~ml d~press10n b_ut these 
ctmnot be Llw rcaHOI11! for neglect of t he Museum, smce as already m~utt~ned, dut·•ng ~he same periOd th~re 
has hc<'n achicvocl ,o;ithin Australia a vast building programme of t~Ctcnt• fic lnhoratoncs. The explanatiOn 
consequently must he sought elsewhere. 

The Museum has three principal functions: the assembling, tllrt' nnd clullllification of collections; 
erlurntion and re~Woroh. Are the collections now complete or h:Lw thuy lo.~t thrir usufulncss? · HaYe the 
exhibition f.!llllcri(•s no plncl' in modern education ~ h research of tlw nuture undf'rtakl'n in natural history 
mu~um!l no longt•r regarded as worthwhile ? The~ mattNI! will 1)1' t·onsidt·n~d in later sections of the 
Heport. hullirst i~ is relevant to examine the position in countrie!l owr~cal!. 

PROGRESS OVERSEA 

Most of the nation:; of Europt> have fine, active natun1l histurv lliiN'IIIllA, but it is more appropriate 
to t•xaminc tlw 11t1~ition in the ~cw World. Visitors to the l'nilt•d Xtah•s who have been to New Yotk or 
Chic.a~o ond f't•t•n their nm~uj1icent natural history museums will IJc nwurc that iulerest in these museums 
on tht• part of t lw g<'neral public is as alive today in America ns tt has over ht•cn in the past. .As 
these mu:sc>ums nre Rituutcd in cities with considerably grf\atcr populutitlllll than Lhe whole of New South 
Wnlefllhey ure unsuitable for purposes of comparison. There 1we, howrw1•, to be fonud throughout, America 
numerous 11mallrr foundations which all testify to the samt> fact and whit:h ~o~how thnt museums oan become 
plttCI'I:I of t:rNt.f, cclucnl iona.l vnlnc 1t.nd popular appeal. Tlwy onn, mol't'UVI~r, hcllomo places for priclc for 
ciLiZI'III'I iu IL Cllllllllllnit.y. 'J'hiH, for exam:ple, is the posit.ion in I><'IIV<' I', Oolo1·ntlo, where in the Annual 
Rqmrt. or (.htl Nu.t.uml llistOI',Y Musemn for Hl56 it is repol'Lcd Lha.L <t.I•Lt'IHht.nt'(! I'm· ~lw )'NU' Lotallecl 650,601 
vi~:~itor~:~, whirh lUllOUiltli to approximately one visitor fnr cv1•1·y r·t·Hidt•nl. uf ))puvm-. l t. mtty Lo ment;ioued 
that. thill mu~o~t• unl , which hns an Australian HalL and hns sPnl mon• t lmu one oolhwtin~ expedition to this 
count1'y, Cl\llW into (•XiMt.encc only in the early years of the pro~:~cuL O!!IILnry. 

CHILDREN AND THE ~IUSEU~f 

. Thtl ~l u!!t!um i'l potrt of the ~ew South Wales Departnwnt. of l~tllll':ttion, ht'lll'l! it is appropriate 
that 1t l'houlrl catl•r l'llpccially for children as they almost certainh· compris•• thr gn•att•r number of ,·isitors. 

Sch oo1 Classe!i 

CJa,_ .... , conw to tlw ~luscum from all p:trts of Hydney, som .. <·mnt• n•:,:ulurh om·t· n montl1 throughout 
the yt•ar, sonw om·e a term, and others onh- once a ,·ear. A bout half of the rr~uhu cln&;~•::~ ;1rc OpportumtY 
C. Chilcln•n. · · 

All cxumplr of a typical clal;S is that of Bemla Primary :o;chool, ('OIIling to tlw ~1useum to studY rue 
Austrnhan A bori~-tirll':~. Jl'irst, of all the children are takl.'n to thP LPctun· 'l'lwnt 1P for· 1t llhort discussion of 
tht•.lopic. Ht•r<• Lht•y a~<· able to ha~dle the boomeruuga, duhs, uxt•s aut! hnsk<•ts which lhc AborigiMs use, 
whdt• !hP uwthociK o~ IIRIIl~ th~11c ohjects an~l the way of life of th1•t~e pL•oplo is tllnst rntt•rl with slides and a 
fllm. Important pomts nrl' thscussecl and ttems to Wltkh fOI' in tht' w~l lri'Y II I'C no!t•d. 'l'he clas:; is then 
tak<'n. Lo tbo .Aboriginal (ltlllcry and each child is given u ·· quc~o~tiom1 Mhr1·L ". 'l'hi~o~ is a f'oolscllJ> sheet of 
ttucattona whtch Clin hc 1tnswered only by Looking at t hr cxhibi t~o~ nud r·1,atliug t.hl• ln.bols. 

'l'hi!! ~<heet tl<'rves two purposes, first it directs attenLion t.o Lht· most impurt,nuL IUH[rclevn.nt features 
of the cxhi~>it.A nnd srcondly it pro~ides a "Cook's 'l'our" of t.ht• gail1,1·y. Wh<•n tlw question sheet is 
comp_lr.tt•d. 1t ,'s t11kt·~ to tht' Educattml Officer for correction :~nrl t.lw pupil rl'cri\'e11 n Jll'intctlleaflet on the 
Abor1gmt•s. Phe child theu r·cturns to the exhibits which particuhLrlv intt'rt'sted him on the first round 
~ml procet•tl.~ to make further drawings and notes. These, nnd th1• qut'st.ion shel•!>~, form the L>usis of the 
' follow-up programme wb1•n the clllss is back at school. 
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Othe,. Visits 

Althoug~ som~ 10,000 cl:tildren v1sit the Musc1;1m each year in school classes (and the provision of a 
second J~ducatu:m Olflcei' would enable m~cb larger nu~be1:s to be hanclled) this is bJt a sna.U proportion 
~f those 'Yho. ~ome at week-ends a~tcl. durmg ~cbou l hohda.ys. [n order bhat full benefit may be derived 
~r~m su~h n s1ts to the. Museum 1t ts osselltJal that gallery displays should be simple, attractive and 
mformattve. An exten:nve prOl(l'funme of gallery l'e-or"'anisation is beinrr ttndertakeu and all r.ew exhibits 
ar~ being 'Planned with these requir~mcJtts in mind. The fact that the e~hibi.ts are being made to interest 
chtldren does not mean that they will la.clk appeal for adults and it is anticipated that all visitors t,o the 
Museum will benefit from the changes. 

Cbildre1• 's Room 

Fo:rt.y-five ye~w,.; ttgo t he Tl'tll!tees in theit· Annual Report mentionerl the need for a Children's Room. 
Th.is is a ~oom which. coulrl be used as a cl.ass room in term-time and as a natural history club-room during 
~chool holiday~. In tl~ would be kept speCimens for hanill.ing, reference books for children to use themselves. 
~11d s~ch m.ate.ri?'ls n.s clr.awing bo~1rcls and paints. In holidQ.y times children would be encouraged to bring 
m for tdeutificatton spccJmens wbJCh they bad collected themselves and by this m1~ans an interest in natural 
history would be encouraged. Plans for s uch a room have been prepan'd; these involve the partitioning 
of a Rnlall part of a gallery a,nd tbc pro,risiou of the necessary equipment. 

GALLERY PLANS AND PROGR ESS 

Design and Display 

Since the. Museum has been in cxist.eucc changes have taken place in display techniques, but examples 
of ~ven .the. earbest methods are still to be seen in the galleries. In these latter exhibits quantity was the 
roam cntenon. Not only were the Uoors very largely occupied by exhibition cases, but every case was 
crammed to capacity. Next came Habitat Groups, in which a few se]ected animals are shown a11ainst a 
background of their natura.! environment. Habitat Groups are attractive to look at, but they :re time­
roking in preparation and expeusive, and once built tend to aul:tieve a permanence which is undesirable. 
When it comes to learning abou.f; animals a visit to a zoo or a library has as much, or more, to commend it 
than a visit to a Museum equipped only with exhibits such as are described aboYe. 

The present-day method of display relies on colour, good design and simplicity and enabllll'! scientific 
information to be presented in an interesting way. By combining scientific facts, specimens, models, 
photographs (and, if need be, coloured i!lustrations,} in a single display, a museum exhibit cll.l\ become 
vastly superior to any other means of imparting in£ormati.on. These techniques, in fact, enable museums 
to justify their claims to be educational inst itutions in keeping with the times. 

Planning 

Changes in a museum take much planning and preparation and cannot come about, as it were, 
overnight. They require the oo-opet·ation of scientists, designers, artists, ta:\'id.ermists, morlellers, ticket 
writers and artificers. They also need to be co-ordinated so that the result shall not be a series of llllJ.·elated 
displays but a. unified whole with a single theme. The overall theme most appropriate to a natural history 
museum is to tell of the long history of life on earth, how it is Jiverl, its interest, and how all animals are 
inter-related and inter-dependent. A uatm:al history museum, as well, needs to provide information about 
a.11imals in the country w]Hn·e it is situated, and bo enable their ideiltificati.on, and in this respect museums in 
Australia are in a fort,unate position because of the extreme interest of our fauna. 

Plans 

Plans and designs for now dis11lays l111.Ve been prepared for the Aboriginal Gallery, Bil'd Gallery, 
Fish Gallery, Invertebrate Gallery, Insect Gallery, Mineral Gallery, l\fammal Gallery, Fossil Gallery and the 
Skeleton Gallery. Particulars of those where change is in actual progress are given in the next section of 
the Report, and brief mention need only be made of a few ofthe rest and of an exhibit which is to be installed 
in the entrance hall. 

In the planned re·Ol•ganisa:t.ion of the mammal display it will be explained .how mammals are derived 
from reptiles, in what m~tnner they differ f1·om them, and the iutet·est of the Platypus and Ech.idna (Spiny 
Anteater) will be stressed. It wih be shown that while most Australian mammals are. m~rsupials, some 
are not; that while Australian mars11pials differ from those found elsewhere, Australia JS not the 011ly 
country inhabited by them and that so far as is known marsupi.als Ol'iginated in North America.. ~he 
principal of adaptive radiation will be explainer!, whe~·eby animals m tune come to make use of the vartous 
types of environment and food a.vail<l.ble to them. l t is in this .way that marsupials have come to parallel 
in appearance and habits animals found elsewhere to which. they are not clos11ly related (for u1stance the 
marsupia) mole of the Nullarbol· Plains superficially resembles the European i\Jlole). 

So far as forei~>'n mammals ~tre concernetl a few specially chosen repr<!sentatives from each of the 
major zoogeographioal areas of the world, arranged a?conl in~ to. the regio~ they inhabit, will b~ di~played 
along one side of the present skeleton gallery. lu t lus way 1t w1ll be posstble to stress the spee1al mterest 
and unique feat ures of mammals from snc.h places as tropical SourJ1 Ame1·ica and Madagsscatr, and to show 
and explain the relationships and differences between those of Asia and Africa. 
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'J'hen, in order to 11bow the place of mammals in the proces11ion o~ lift> a" t .~ee '' iudi?Ating the inter­
re la! ions hip of hack-boned animal~ will be installed at. the top of the stturs, lmrnedlak>ly facmg the entrance 
to tlw ~lust•um. 

A $imilar ·· 1 rer ":;bowing thc relatio~p.s ~th eacl~ other of annnnlt~ witho~t backbones (and th~ 
compri~e by far the ~reater part of the a~mal kmgd_om) .~.s planne.d ~or I he J m ~~te?rate Gallery. This 
has nlreudy hren drsiJ.."llcd, as ha,'c other d1splay~ wbtc~ \\Ill show .uumal~ ~?at.'h~e m_th~ depths o~ the 
:<t'a, invertebrutcs of medical importance. adaptation:; of mvert~bmt~·~~ for sptel.tl ~'a) 'l of _hfe. the orgarusms 
that cause fouhng 111 the Port of ydner: the story of mollusc hllhl•rws and other mtcrc!:ltlllg aspects of these 
animals and their li\'e:;. 

Progre s 

Progre~ can best be appreciated if seen, and a \~s!t to the Museum wi~l convey m?rc. of ~hat has been 
aml is bring, done, than a few lines of print. The Ab~rtgma~ Oallcry bus rrcc1vcd fir.;l pr1or1ty m the planned 
progmmnw of ndrlitions and changes. For a long bme th1s _has brcn a fin<' 1-(Bilery _and has the benefit of 
lij:thl ing 111 thr wall cases. In tbe past year two large new d1splny case~ htwc been mstalled to house, and 
!:!how the usr of, the smaller objects which form part of the cul~ure of Lhe~~· people. Most, of the panels 
nre now rompldr and are an excellent example of presenl-duy du;plny Lochm(JtH'. 

One (.lnd of t.hr adjoining Bird Gallery has be~n at!_a.pted fo.r new bird r,xhibiLs nnd the~e nr~ now b~ing 
instnllcd. They wi ll explain such topics as the m 1g 1·ab10~l of bll'(ls, how bu·ds fly,_ ~ho dertvatiou of btrds 
f1·om rrpt.il cH a nd tbe way birds live. For those who w1sh to be able to name bmls t hey have seen, an 
identiliot~Lion :~cries will be installed later in the present l~ish Ualle1'Y· 

The cases at the other end of the Bird Gallery have been 1·ebuilt for t,he display of large fiShes and 
the whole of the adjacent section of the Museum will be devoted to fh;heR, again arranged in such a way as 
to look attractive nod provide interesting information. 

Brbwen the Bird Gallery and the future Fish Gallrry is a hall where reptiles and amphibians are 
shown. One side of this will be used for insect and spider exhibits ancl a new diHplay case has been installed 
in this part for venomous spiders and related creatures. 

The Im·crtcbrat~ Gallery has already receh·ed mention and reference hns bcPn nude to a plan to 
prepare n " tree '' indicating relationships. The case for this bus bPon constructed during the year, hence 
both ends of this gullery now have an up-to-date appearance. 

THE AUSTRALI A FAU A 

Ji:,·eryonc knows that Australian mammals are of particular interest, since egg-laying mammals 
now livr nowhere ell>e in the world and our rich marsupial fuum~ i)l unit1ue. lt is ulso well known that our 
bircl11 includt> many of special importance. However, it is not gen(•rally apprl'ciated that the same degree 
of interest. rdntt'll to Australian animals in nearly every group, wheLbcr, for instance, they are insects or 
such lowly forms ns wotms. 

lt is the responsibility of mu.seu.ms to assemble comprehensive oolloctiollS representative of the 
fauna, to C!l.l'c for Llu·m, arrange them in a systematic fashion and Lo cln~sify Lhcm so far as is possible. 
While foT·tncdy Hoient ists working in museums were content. Lo conii ne ihri r ~;Lull ie~ IMgoly to dead animals, 
t his i11 noL Lhc po~it.ion today and good systematic studirs oA.II fill· n. kuowlodgt• of twimals us living creaLures 
and of t.hcir place in t.he envil'onment they occupy. 

At one ~imc the Museum was responsible for numerous collrcUng expeditions. but even though the 
need for th~sc 18 IIH gr_cat ~sever, few, for_reasons of finance, httvf' bet•n po~iblc in ret:'ent years. Much of 
the Aul!traluw fauna 1s shllunkno\Yn, or 1f the creatures arc> knuwn and {'VCn named, very little is known 
about t_h~1~1. 'l'hP animals living in this con~inent are, as wrll ns our lwrita.gl', also our trust and our 
rt>llponsllnhty, and \no have a duty to international a<~ well as to local RCirnct•, to lllo!SI!mble t·epr.;osentatl\'<' 
collt•ctlons "hi le there is still time, to encourage research "it h tlwm and all cfTort i for Lhe1r conservat!on. 

IL mi.ldll be thou~ht that as the Australian ){u~um is a !-halt• institution it>~ interests and 
respon~ibilit1es arP lim1ted to the confines of Sew Soul h WnJt>, Hut·h a narrow outlook is not accepted 
as scirntific inc1u1ry recognises no political boundaries . 

. \ !though .\ustmlia is responsible for the administration of a lar~t· part of ;>\ew Guinea, neither t~e 
Feclerul nor an\· Rtalt• Uo\'emment has yet sporu;ored a fauna! ~Ur\C\ of tlus important area. Inst~ad 1t 
ha~ been IPf~ to mulleu.nJs in Europe and the "Cnited Statt·~ to take• t lw "initiative ami it is to tbt>:sc continents 
that rollectlons und consequently Type material is going unci not to .\ ustralia whf!rl' it more properly 
belong:~. 

STUDY COLLECTIONS AND THEIR PURPOSE 

. Probably lllOHt viMiLorx to the Museum suppo~e lhtLi thr oxhihit11 t.h1•y t!tll' iu the public galleries 
compr1At• Utr Sl"t:ntPr pnrt. of' the natioua:l collections. 'L'hat t.hiH opinion iK ,,;idd y ht•ld i~ evident from the 
numoro_us OtlC"HlltoiiH. wlwn, f\fter a gift has bclln mndc Lo the• Mu:~<•um, dmHli"H CX JWE'S.'! disappointment 11t 
not ,s.<l~ltlg U~~ .spocuuo_n they have preset~t~d on diRplay. In ncl.ual l'nc· l·, by fl\1' t.he gre~ttc r part of th: 
col!t <.LIOns me 1naccell81blc· to thr casual vtslt.or t.bot1gh uiW<WIII\VILiluhlo feu· oxnmitutt.ion and study by Lhe 
!Wrloua student. · 

For ~vrll ov~r a t:'rnl ury lbe. collec_tions have brrn inc,·ra!lin~ nnd t n•a:mrrs have polll'cd in from all 
)JI~rt:" of lht world ,111d aro housed m thetr thousands. 'l'ht•n• an·. fnr· iu~tuucr c1•rtuinh· more than half 11 

~ulhou. sht·ll~ ~ 11<.1 tl!ous~n<!s of birds, and rock and mi1~rrnl MpN·imcu~ und fo~siiK from" n~l geological ages 
11 ro\\ aftci IO\\ of ralmu tx. Rtore rooms are filled w1th fislw~. rrptth·~. ;\nll marinr an 1mal!~ of all sorts 
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and with spcci~nens depicting the life of the fast disappearing Aborigines and of other peoples of the Pacific 
region. Menllon has becu mnde e~trlier in t.h.is Rcpor·t of lack of space for tbe insect collections. While 
pro~1tbly !hero ~ue at let~st. U; quarte! of a million insects in Lbe ;\l1J$Clllll by far the greater number of the 
va.rto~ts _sorts of Australian mscct,s .1s ~ot .repre~cnt~:d. As a result. of t,hc inadequacy of the coll~ctions 
of this tmportant group, rcsctwch mstttut10ns, othot than museums, which need reference collect10ns of 
insects have been (m·ccd to 1\:l~omblo thoi1· owu. No one would qullstiou the importance of collections of 
insects an~ the need for their inorea~e. and pl'Op~r study. [t might. be thought, however, that in groups 
such as bu·ds and mammal~ tile poSitiOn was dtfferent, as surely all Australian birds and mammals are 
now knowu tmd named and l"epresentative collections available? 

The best collection of Australian birds is housed, not i~1 Australia but in the Americnn 1\Iuseum of 
Natural Histo~y and f~r the clarification of many systematic problems r~lating to Australian birds a. visit 
to New York IS essent1al. The greater part of the bird collections in the Australian Museum consists of 
specimens lacking the data e!lsentia.l to prese11t-day research workers and will in time have to be replaced. 
Then, there are. many areas in the co11tinent whore collecting is particularly needed. These include, for 
example, the ram forests ?f the Clarke Range iu Queensland, the Rawlinaon Ranges in central Australia, 
and the Gulf of Carpenhmn. 

lt; is not proposed tO 1·eview the pOSlllOII Ill regard CO the COJiections in all the SCVeraf 0~partments 
of the Museum and mention will be made of the position of only one more, but much the same state of affairs 
is to be found in the others. The Ethnological Collections of the Museum are very fine, but far from 
completely representative. A.J> in other Departments the grealier part. is held in store aud not on exhibition, 
and because of their intrinsic tl.nd scientific value have recently been removed from a timber shed, where tl1e 
fire risk was great, to the New Guinea Gallery, which as a result. lu\s had to be closed to ~h.c public. The 
opportunity still exists for filling gaps but; this will not remain lihe position for much longer and the need 
for coJiecting e.xpeditious is just as urgent as ill the need for storage space. 

While the collections serve for permanent rcfe·rence purposes and are made use of by scientists and 
scholars from all over the world, in tnost departments they are, as well, of great importance for practical 
purposes. It would be tedious to give particulars of the significance of the collections in each Department 
and those in one only, the Fossil Department, wil l be mentioned. Fossils have been chosen as their 
usefulness is not generally appreciated. They at·e tbc remains of mlinuds and plant.~ which have lived on 
the earth in former times. 'fhough the 1\'luseur:n is not concerned with living plants it does have collections 
of fossil ones. From the study of fossils it is possible to learn what sorts of animals and plants lived in 
Australia at different geological epochs, of past geograplly and of past climates. They 1\.lso help to explain 
the relationships of groups of Ji,•ing creatures to c•1ch other and the way in which evolution has taken place. 
The fossil record is far from complete but new material is constantly coming to light. We know for instance 
that in very recent geological times marsupials larger than any now in existence (Diprotodons) Lived in 
Australia; but remains of this group of animal!! from earlier times have not yet been found. 

The use of fossils for practical purposes is as great as is theu· scientific importance. With their aid 
it is poS!!ible to determine the geological sequence of beds and to correlate strata in different localities, 
and this knowledge is essential for mining purposes and when search is being made for oil. 

THE LIBRARY 

The Museum library is t;he finest ·· natural history " library in Australia. This is because of its age 
and the long sequence it holds of many of the older scientific per·iodicltls. lt has heen a!!Sembled largely 
as a 1·esult of gifts aud exchanges, though in tht> past considerable sums were spent on purchases. 01' 
recent years purchases ha\'C bec.n severely restrictt>d, hence the libl'ilrr is failing to keep pace with those of 
better endowed iustitutions. It is not used solely by members of ~he l\fuseun1 staff, or e'•eu by residents 
of Sydney, but by scientific workers i:u e\·ery parl of Australia, books being lent through the inter-library 
loan system. 

As with the scientific collections, so with books. the space position in the library is desperate. 

THE PLACE OF THE MUSEUM IN THE MODERN WORLD 

On pnge 6 brief particulars were given of the principal functions of the Museum. These were, as 
stated, the assembling and care of collect-ions, education and research, and queries were raised acS to whether 
neglect of the Museum could be ascribed to the fact that the days or the Museum's usefulness to the 
eommuruty were passed. In the intervening parnwaphs ~he ~·se and irnpo.rtance of the collections has 
been explained and also the part that the Museum 1s playmg m the e~ucat10nal field. Jn the sphere of 
research the role of the Museum is today as important as it has ever been rn the pa~t, even ~I thong~ ?let~1ods 
and techniques have changerl. Formerly many Museum workers lacked acadenuc quali.fieattOl.ls, 
nevertl1elces several made important contribu~ions to knowledge. •ro.clay g?otl degrees. ar.e as .esseutl!tl 
for museum workers as they arc for scientists in other fields. Thus, m all •t.s ~nree pr~nctpal fields ~he 
Museum is abreast with the times and is of great importance from both the pomt of \'lew of educatton 
a.nd research. 

BUU.DING PLANS AND PROGRESS 

Forty years have passed since the Trusltees tnade an impassioned appeal ~sec page 6) f~r additions 
to the Muaeum building and in those forty years specin1ens ar11l books have contru1ue~ to pour m .. As can 
be imagined the need for additional space has become greater than ever. T~e rnezzamne. floo~s whtch have 
been installed are now fully occupied; an imvortu.nt gallery (the Ne~v Gurnea Gallery) ~s bemg used .as a 
sLore and is hence closed to the public, and every available corner rn the M.nseum ts filled to capactty. 

f7549- 2 
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c h h b t lk of a new wing. CommittN·~ mrL Lo discuss plans but 
For cl.1AC on ttfty years t ere as een a . . l ·r t . t •1 1 th 'I 

l I I b I •Ad tl nbandonNlunt11 11 III'Oilltll tU! 1 t U'IC !!Cl·~ et over en useum 
l U~lle Wl're t ro.wn up on J to e neg CC"" an .., ., . . , f tJ ' t b 

r h f A er - d th •- new wiurr JOIIWcl t lw compMl) o tose projec s, sue as an ncceptnncc o t c stutc o auatrs, an · c ,., I' . 
the Channel Tunnel, which are excellent ideas improbt,l>lc of n•n li!<~!wn. 

Of rl'l'l'llt \'l'l\rS, forced bv the realisation that the ~1\ISI'lllll ~lllllil CXJ'IUII} or At~gnntn, and COnscious 
f I · · f h · trust the Trustees have adopted n pohc•v of solwr opt mwnn and ha\'e moved 

0 t le llliJ>Ortancc 0 t eLr ' . ' h I 'I I r r. di ation 
accordingh· bv taking such essential preparnton· stt•p:~ us iWC wen po-.~1 1 

•• 
0 

'· " • 

A nt>w win~ ran be situated on onlv one pos.~ihlc t~ill• uml will form a rontinuation of the northern 
frontage of the ~lu;Pum. The site is at pra~i!nt o::~upie 1 by a c1llc~twn of wo 1 I Ul '· I run sb •.}<; and before 
it CM be got wad\· for building operations it is neCI'!'..'!;lf.\' for thr ,.Jwd11 to bt• _clt•moilshetl. Approval for ~hi' 
demolition of the slwds has been giYen and it is hopeclt bat !«Ion the work Will ht• undertaken. )1e?nw~le, 
n~ nlt'ntionc:cl in the Annual Report for 1956, some 7,000 squnn• ~~·rt of stor11gr 11pacr hn.~ been acqmred 111 a 
warl•houst:> on the outskirts or the city and the transf<'r of mu<'h <•I till' coni <'Ills ~~f t ht: sheds to the warehouse 
hus nlrendy tnken place. At the ;ear of the )1ust•um is tt scrvirl' rond whw_h gtvea ~ccess fo: delivery· 
purpol<<'H. Th<' routl is so situated that it crosses part.~f tlw slit• of !!u' nrw Will:,( ~nd tt '~as eYident that 
hnilrlin~ oprrnt ions could not be commenced tmt1l n rcplact•m<'llf roud Wll:i I nul. Tlns has now br:eu 

donr. . Of h . fl 
'fh t> wing as plan ned will be of si.x storeys nncl of Aimplt• 1.noclol'll drl!tgn. t ose SIX o?rs, the two 

lowC>sL will HOI'Vt• for storage of scientific collections ami for. ollwu IL!ll l l tthot·tt~ory nccom_moda.t1on for part 
of t he aoicntilio st.nff. The l'e·arraugement, as phtnn(1(1, will JWrnut. I lw log1cnl <'xpa~l~ton of the vanous 
tlc•pnrtlll<'llls n.nd will mcttn t hat the collections of an_y cmt> dt•pttrLmt>u t ~~~ n hr h ou:o~C'd m one place and not 
ROntkrcd in soveml, as at present. For example, shells t\.l'C now atorcd 111 thr lntscmNtt and on the second 
floor and insects on the second ftoor. The trausfrr of tha rntomologicnl department. to the new wing 
will l'n•c ~pncc• on the second floor and enable shells to takr their piiiC<' clo:lP to tlw rest of the shell collections. 
H will also omLhle I.'Xpansion of the important insrct coll(•ct ions and mean that collections offered to the 
J\f uscum can be accepted and not refused, as has happenccl on mort• t luLn one occasion in recent years. 

Tlw four upper storeys win be for public gallen· exhibit:!. Though 1t is desirable for the public to 
ht' able to 1we mnuy of the numerous treasures, esi*'ciallv those of l'thnological interest. that are now held 
in store, M> much needs to be done in the way of re·arrangenuml of rxit~ting gt\llerics that at present there 
i:J 110 pr\ls~ing nred for these floors. This is especially ~o sulCI' t ht• provi11ion of the two lower floors will 
frN' for rxhihition purposes the gallery now used as a store. 

PRESSING NEEDS 

'l'lw :\fusl•um lt> the oldest and greatest natural history mu;;cum in Auslralia. Its collections in 
St'vc•ral departments (for instance in that of mineralogy) are the fim•t~t in the continent and of great scientific 
and intrin11ic value. For close on half a century it, has hnd no major ndditionl! to it~ buildings. T ts greatest 
need is for storn~l' space so that collections can bP arranged 1111\11 ea!!ily 1\.CCt'!l.'lihle manner, for study purposes, 
and bl' cnnl!lcd to rxpancl. The provision of two floors of u uew wing would provide the needed 
n<·commodnt1on and enable the Museum to function in a an.t.iHfnotory mnnncr for a considerable period. 

lfrom t he educational point of view, tmnsfol'tna.t.ion of Lhc ,~tt~lln ry displays fr·om their present 
out.modod ILJlp.rarn.n~c i~ of _v i t.a~ importance, as it is ouly by t,his mcn.ns Lht\l, Lilo Museum can fill its role as 
n. L1·uo eclucaLJOIH\1 lnsttt.utiOn m the present scientific o.~c. Huoh t.m nllfommLion calls for the provision 
of up-to-clo.tr display cases and these a.re expensive,, nnd Leyond t.lw IW'Il.llo; of the Museum to finance. 

lL it~ of intcrt:>st to note that in New Zeah\nd cont~icltJrahlc building additions are now being made 
to the mmwums at Auckland and Ohristchurch; Lhn.t Lhl' lhuwdin Mmwum is ~;horth· to commence bwlrl.ing 
opNationR nncl that the Dominion Museum in Wellitwton has u mngnificient new t)uildin" which has been 
c•rrt'lc•cl within rrecnt years. " .-. 

AN APPEAL FOR FUNDS 

. In .\ust~ali1L nearly all museums depend on Go\'l!rnmrnt>~ for lht•lr upk('t'p. This lli not the position 
Ill other count ne.~. wlu.•re museums are often financed ll\' mun1ripahltc>~ anti l't'<'<•in> much b,· wa,· of private 
endowment. · · · 

In I !l3.'3 a Rl>~Xlrt was published on the )lu><eum~ and .\rt (jallrries of .\ustralia, which had been 
prrparrd hy a. ~ommttt<'<' financed ~y the Carneg~t· Corporation of :::\t•w York. In this R<'port ir was stated 
I ha~ probabl~ m no other country m the world 1s tht'l't' s~ch an owrwlwhning proportion of governmenl 
mu~Wums ns HI Austrahn, and probably nowhere else do c1t1cs do ~o liLtle. 

' ')'her(' is 110 nrecl to look further than New Zt'alund to lt•nrn or fll'ttclit'('S in other ('OUUtries. In New 
7.ealand, thr~·e of the l~rge museums, those in Auckland, Ohrit~t.chur<·h t\nd Dunedin, arr supporte-d from the 
r;ttNI of thctr rcspccl~vc _towns and ~rovinces, whilt' t.IH• Dominion Mullt>lllll in Wellington, which is. a 
~ovcrnnwn~·finar.tccd "!strt.utron? recetves appreciable gmnt!! f1.11111 loual MtLhoritics. lL is hoped that tn 
t.mlc some hnu.ncud ass1stance Wl ll be made a.vailabiCJ to thtJ Musoum fa·om municiptLI sources. 

~n n~any CO~Intrie~ patrons ?f museu!n~ _finnncc td tc•mLion~. rtt.nging from t he rcconstnJCtion ~f a 
whol.c g~llo • Y t.o. Lht prov~:non .of a smgle ex.l11b1t10n ~m it. The Atu1t.I'ILI ian Museum hns in the past recel v~d 
t!OlliC hdp of t h r~ nat ure and IS ttlways atLxtous for Jutur·<• bcnrfit '1'1 . •· f' . fittiua ways m 
which tt flUblic•·!tfli l'i t ll'' t' · ·h k ' 1 . . . M. ll'll' rnn.vt• C'W n~oc_e o. 11 . 
. . cc 1 lzen " o ta es pru c 111 ot:r lrc•rttng•• 1'1\11 t'XIII'I'Il.'l hill ltJ>[>rcctatton to his fe 0 11 

Clti?.Cilll. • 
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In order t.o e~courage gifts and bequests arrangements have recently been made whereby the Museum 
has become recogntsed by Lhe Federal Taxation auLhorities as an approved Research Institute under 
Section 73 A (6) of the lncome Tax Assessment Act. Apart. from pa.ymcnt.s w t.he Museum allowable under 
the abovementioned section, gifts to the Museum are also an allowable deduction under Section 78 (1) (a), (:.c) 
of the Act. The mutter of tax exemption on bequests is receiving attention from the. taLe Government. 

THE YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 

CoJJectiom 

The collect;ions are in good order and condition, and continue to incrl.'l\Sf'. The importance of tho3e 
in severnl groups ha!' hccn imJ)roved as a result of critical stmlics mndc dut·in" t.he vear lw visitincr and 
lc•c·ul soienti!:lts. ~ · · "' 

Sta ff Matter.~ 

Mr. J. R. Kinghorn, who had spent neal'ly fifty rears in the set·vice of t.lte i\'lm;eunt, retired in October, 
1956. At. the time of his 1·etirement he h~ld thE> positions of As::~ist1~nt t.o the IJirect.or and C11rator of Birds, 
Reptiles and Ampllihi1u1s. Mr. Kinghoru is well known aR an uuthority on snakE'~ and the second edition 
of his book " The Sru~kes of Australia " was published shorLly 1Lf'ter t.he do.t.e of his t·ctireme11t. 

Mr. Kingborn wall snccee.decl by Mr. H. 0. Fletohcr as Assistant. to Lhe Director. During the year 
Mr. FleLchcr, who was awarded an M.Sc. degree by !.he University of '1\•cbnology in Ma.t·ch, 1957, was 
promoted to t,he new position of Deputy Director of the Museum. 

In March, 1957, Dr. A. Keast became Curat.ox· of Dirds and Dr. D. McMichael, Curator of Molluscs. 
At. the same t~me Miss E. Po}>e, formerly Assistant Curator in the Department of Invertebrates, becam.e 
Curator of Worms ami Echinoclerms, the new Department having hern created by the division of the 
former Department of Invertebrates. In September Miss P. McDonuld was transferred to the pet:manent 
professional staff of the "A1us.!um. Formerly she was seconded t.o tlLe Museum from the Education 
Department. 

In 1951, the Danish Research Vessel Gal.tuhea visited Australia, und in recognition of the scientific 
services rendered by him at the time, Mr. G. P. Whitley was, during l95G, awarded a silver Galathca medal 
by the King of Denmark. 

Miss E. ilveira, Technical Assistant in the Department. of Mineralogy, resigned in i\'farch. 

Conferences 

'l'he meeting of the A11stra]jan aud New Zealand As .. ~ociation for the Advancement of Science was 
held in Dunedin during January, 1957, and was attended by five members of the st:ill' of the Museum. Two, 
the Director and M1·. McCarthy, were official delegates, while Mr. Trought.on, Mr. Whitley and Dr. McMichael 
attended in their personal capacities. Mr. McCarthy was President of the Anthropological Section and his 
preside-ntial a<ldress was eutitled The Habitat, Equipment uncl Economy of tlte Australian Aborigines. A 
very succe::;sful symposium was held during the congress on 'the R()!e of iltf1fSeums ·in Science. Speakers 
included the Director (at whose suggestion the sympos.ium had been al't'anged) u.ml Mr. McCarthy. 

The symposium was attended by represeutatives of SocLion1:1 C (Geology), D (Z~oiogy), F 
(Anthropology), ll.ltd M (Botany) and at t;he conclusion resolutions were unanimously pt~ssed a:ffuming the 
imporl.ance of museums as centres of learning and ed uoatiun ttnclns clearing llow>cs for scientific information ; 
Lhc need for 1:1ystematic and other forms of museum reseat·ch t.o be increa~ed i\$1111 obUgation to international, 
and in the int.erests of local, science; the need for such ~Ludies to bl! undel'l.aken by qualified scientific 
staff; Lbat, bccnuse present terms of museum employment at·e result.ing in making it difficult to ~btain 
qualified staff, or if obtained to retain, that it be recomnwndt·d to Govcrnmonts tbat museum ser\'lce be 
regarded as of comparable status with university employm<'nl and carry wit.h it. c.onesponding emoluments; 
that museums be furnished with fUJHh for research comparable to those mnde avatlable to other government­
financed institutions of similar in1portance: t.hat because mu~>Cums arc the guardians of collections which 
form a valuable and, in some depa-.:tmentS, an irrepla<:ea.blc part of the national heritage, the matter of 
the provision of adequate accommodation be regarded by Govcrnm<'nt.'! as au important and urgent need. 

Jmmedintely after the Congress, the Director and Mt. i\loC:\rthy vi~iU:d museUJns iu other centres 
in New Zealand. 

The Annual Meetinu of the Museums Committee of tho: Na~ionnl Advisory Committee for Unesco, 
was held in Adelaide duri;g February. Th.is is att.eudcd by IJirectors of all Sta~ museum,; in Aus~~l~a. 
At this meeting arrangements were made to hold a Prep~trtlt.or~· (;onfercnce later m the year. The llllttal 
reason for such a conference was to afford an opportunity whereby prepara.tors from nil ~useums could 
beneftt. by hearing of recent developments in their field in t.he U.S.A. from. Mr .. P. Lawsor~, Chl.!f Preparator 
of the South Australian Musemn, who had recently reLumed t.o Adehude [rom a pel'lod overseM. The 
conference, which took place in May, was held in Sydney and pt·ovcd an extt·emaly successful venture 
attended hy representatives of no less than elevell museum,;. 

Research 

A museum is like a university in that the professional staff, as well. rta being concerned with educational 
matters, is also expected t.o engage in research. Dlll·ing the year tbe IJn·ector cot~plet~~ a. study of a group 
of fossil insects of Australia and New Zca.Jand. There are ''~•·y few occurrences of foss1 l msects m the world 
as a whole and some of the most notable are in New SouLh Wales (Permian at Belmont, and 'friassic at Brook-
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I cl I 1 T · · t 1 ·eh nnd Mount Cro11hy). HE> is now l'nguged on the preparation of a va e) an Qu<.'l•ns ant ( ru1sstc a psvfl .. · . C · 1 ) f A t )' d N 
' •. f h L fh d rl •led insects (Jassoulca nnd ercopotc ea , o us ra ta an ew monograpu o l c ea oppcrs o.n r 1• 1 tl , t .... 

Ze I I Tl I .. 1 · re s)·~tem"tic studies surh as these was strcsse< rccen ) a a COIUe.rence a o.nc . tr nee< .or comprc tensJ\ ~ "' · 
of applied entomologi t~ held in Brisbane. 

l\lr. Flctcher has complett•d a study of the Pcrruio.n gul:ltropods of New ..,outh Wales in which he has 
assc&~cd their \'alue for horizon correlation purposes. 

Dr. Keast has been engaged in the prepar~tion for l?ublic?tion of ~ap<'l'li describing ~be research ~vork 
on Australian birds which he undertook whilst m the Untted • tate11. Somt- of these ha' e been publtshed 
already whilst others arc in the press. 

Dr.l\fcMichael has continued his studies of New Guinea land and freshwater shells and commenced 
work on eastern Australian volutes. 

Mr. Chalmers has undertaken an examination of prehnitepcetolite rlay mineral associations from 
Prospect. 

Mr. McNeill has continued with his study of the Ot•capod Crustnccn collected by the Great Barrier 
Rel'f Ji~xpedit ion. 

Miss Pope hll.'l been engaged on t.he identification of invertt>brntes whic~ she collec~ed in Tasmania 
in connrction with be1• studies of marine shore ecology. She has alko be~n stuclymg 1\ collectiOn of barnacles, 
of which she bas specialised knowledge, lent by the Wcst~rn Ansltrahan Museum. 

Mr. McAlpino has continued to study Diptera-Acn,lyptrata (a group of two-winged flies), and has 
rearrcl scverul from the larval Lo adult stage. 

Mr. McCarthy bus complt-ted his '~·ork ?n Ab~riginal Rock Art and this will_ shortly_ be publi_sbed. by 
the Museum. He has nlso, in collaboration w1th Mtss M. McArthur of the Austrahan National Uruverstty, 
de nibcd an archeological collection from the Kuuimaipa Valley in Pa.put~. 

Mr. i\lusgnwe has continued work on the preparation of a Bibliography of ~u ·tralian Arachnida. 

Fieldwork 

Dr. ;\fci\1icbael, ns the recipient of n. Yale-Dishop l\1usrum Fellowship, spent two periods in the field 
in Nt'w Guinra collecting land anrl freshwater shells. He also \'isih•tl Brisbane to study the shell collections 
at tho museum nnd to discuss lti:s research at the university. 

1\fr. Mcrnrthy "it>ited north-eastern Tnsmnnia as one of a party invextigating an occunonce of potro­
glyphs (markin~s on rocks). 

Mr. Fletdwr spent three weeks in the Ulladulla. District with an officer of the Geological Survey, 
investigating tlw tltra.t.igraphy and fossil Fauna of the Ullndulla M udstonos. He also spent a fortnight in 
the lltmnidalt··Cobar di11t rict investigating SiJurinn-Devoniun strata in that area, and short periods in the 
Hunt!'r River and Durragorang Valleys. 

The Dirrctor and Mr. Flctcher visited Bolmont in connection with Lite l10ped-for reservation of an 
arro. of land in that district on which good outcrops of Permian insect fossil -bearing beds occur. 

Mr. Chahners paid two dsit.'l to the Prospect Quart·y for the purpose of obtaining mineral specimens. 
Miss Pope visited the Kyogle district to scMch fo1· gi1~nt eart.h-worms anrl wns successful in securing 

several spccinwn:~. Some measured as much as 5 ft. 5 ins. in length. Rh!' all;o spent some days during the 
year on field work on local sea shores. 

Mr. l\1cAlpiJ1e hafl made several insect collect.ing expNlitions nnd visited the Bhte Mountains, Hunter 
Valle~· and Burrington 'Pops. He also spent studv periods at tlw Dt•pnrt mcnt of Entomolog)'. University 
of Queensland, and at the C .•. l.R.O. Entomological Lnhoratorit-s at Canlwrra. 

The Director, in rompany with ~l.r. G. J ohnson (Trustee), \'isited the northern part of the State during 
1 ~56, in order to become acquainted with the general environment and to make per11onal contacts with tht' 
Ltsmorc Museum a~d the Sew gn~land Uni,·ersity. Hr also spent five dnys in the Kosciusko area as 3 

membrr of a Commtttee l\Ct up by the Australian Arademy of Scienrt• to inquirt> into rrosion problems. 
Althou~h not exactlv " field work " mention mav be mnde hN·o of the visit to New Zealand in June 

of :\[ ij;.'\ P. :\1cDonald. Her purpose was to study the pro~ressive Education Service of New Zealnnd 
l\luseumx. and to report on such aspects ns might he applied to the Australian :\fuscunt. 

Publication!! 

J?uring the year Volume XXIV, Nos. 2-6 of Record.~ of !lie A lt.~lraMan JVhiSewn, were published, n~so 
the l ~chccs of Volumes XXII and XXIII. Nos. 3-6 of Volume XH of the Au.~lralitlll Museum Jlaga:me 
were Issued, ~nd leaflets on the following topics : The Deginnin~s of Civilization Hints for Collectors (Fishes), 
The In~l?nostunt~, We~dy Sea Dr11gon,, ~ustralian Mal'iM C1·ayfish, Gordiau Worms, Mouse Spiders, 'fhe 
Brown ( rap-Door SpHie•·, Shells of a T1dal Flat, Austral inn Aborigines, 'Phc Australian 'Museum, Sbt~rks, 
Wanderer Butterfly, ~atives of New Guinea 1'hc Shovel-Headed Garden Worm Black House Sptder, 
Spider ScareR, 1'he PolyHt-l!ia.ns. ' ' 

Most mombpr~ of the scientific stafC have contributed articles to t.he Mu.seum Magazine dur~tg the 
year, n~d the _follow111g papers have bern publiabecl in 11rientific journals: Bvan!l J. W., PnlneoZ?1<' and 
l\lcsozotc Henuptera (htsl'cta), AtMl. J . Zoo/. 4: 165, 1956. Ken~t A., Vnl'intion in Australian Wlutefaces 
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(Aphelocephala), P'roc.. Zool. Soc. N.S. fT'. l 955·56 : 38, 1957; Variation in the Bristle Birds (Dasyornis), 
Proc. Zoo/. Soc. N.S . W. 1955-56: 43, 1957; V<uiation in the Australian Emu-Wrens (Stipitums), Proc. 
Zool. _S?c. N .S . W. 1955-~6: 47, 1957. McCat·t~\Y F.D., llabita.t, J~conomy ann Equipment of the Australian 
.Abor1gmes, A~tst. J. Se~. 19:88, l\)!17. MuMichael D. F., A Review of Lhe Fossil and Freshwater MuMels 
of Australasia, P1·oc. Linn. Soc. N.S. W. 81 : 222, 1956 ; A Review of the New Guinea Freshwater Mu~scls 
Nautil~1s 70: ~8, 1956;) P;?blems ~f Family_ ~omenclature, Systematic Zoology 5: 141, 1956. McMichaei 
D. F. and Wb1tley G. l., I he l'ubltshcd Wr•tmgs of Tom lredalc, A~tsl . Zool. 12: 211, 1956. Troughton 
E. le G., A New Native Dog from the Papuan Highlands, Proc. Roy. Zool. Soc. N .S. W. 1955-56: 93, 1957. 
Whitley G.P., Icht~yological N_otes, Aust. Zool xii: 251, 1956; The Status of .Aigoa, Aust. Zool. x.ii: 293, 
1956; An Interestmg Leatherjacket, Au,:,t. Zool. rii: 293, 1956; l~'ishes [roln lnl(l.nd New Guinea, Rec. 
At1st. M us. xxiv : 23, 1956: A New Angler F ish, W. Aust. Nat. 5: 207, 1957; Icltthyological Ilhtstrations, 
Proc. Roy. Zool. N.S. W. 1955·56: 56, 1957; Freshwater Sunfish n·oJn New South Wales, Aw;t. Nal. ll : 230, 
Hl57. 

Magazine 

In an endeavour to increase the interest of the M·usemn Magrtzime a. small Planning Commjttee 
con~i~ting of the Dire~tor, Dr. Kea:st and Miss Fraser (Editorial Assistant) has been set up. One of the 
deCl&ons of the oomm1ttee wa.s to 1ssue once a year a number of the Magazine which should deal with a 
special topic in an interesting and authoritative fashion. The subject of the first of such issues, which 
appeared in Dece,mber,_l956, was At1stralia and it contained articles on the plants, mammals, birds, insects 
and geology of Aust.r:ahl).. Tbere was also an article on the Great Barrier Reef and on the Peopling of the 
Continent. 

Formerly articles by othe1'S tha11 members of the staff b.ave been contributed ouly occasionally to 
the J"l'lagazine. During the year each issue ha-s contained some articles by 011.tside authors aucl this has 
contributed to the interest of the periodical. As a. result of this, and also clue to the activity of the Editorial 
Assistant, the demand for the Magazine has increased jts ci1·culation considerably, particularly to such 
groups as schools and n1unicipal libraries, aud recent issues have sold out within a few weeks of 
publication. 

Lectures 

A list of the Museum Popular Science Lectm·es, which are a permanent feature of the Museum's 
activitie,c;, is given below. Members of the sta.ii are called upon to deliver numerous lectures to va,rious 
organisations on snbjects of wb.ich they have $pecialist knowledge, and in doing so perform a useful 
service. During the year the Curator of Birds, Dr. A. Kea.st, gave a course of lectures at the University 
of Sydney, under the University Extm1sion Board Scheme, on the Vertebrate Fauna of Australia. 
This was well attended by school teachers and others. At the request of Professor C. E. MMshall, 
Department of Geology of Syd11ey Unive~;sity, ~lr. Ohalmers lecttu·ed on Petrology for a term at the 
University. 

Popular Science Lectures 

July, 1956 : Australian Reptiles (J. R. ltingnorn) ; The Purpose of a Natural History Museum 
(J. W. Evans) . A1tgust: The Grand Canyon of Arizona (F. W. Booker). September: The World's 
Finest Cave Paintings (F. D. McCarthy); Deterioration and Preservation of Structures (R. A. Johnson). 
Octobrrr: Insect Flight (D. K. McAlpiue); Research among an Almost Untouched Population in the 
Western Highlands of New Guinea (N. W. G. Mclntosb). May, 1957: Minerals and Mining in the West 
Darling Djstrict (R. 0. Chalmers) : Animal Life in the Sydney District (J. A. Kea,c;t). J tm.e: The 
Simpsou Desert (II. 0. Fletchor); Frogs wit.h a Family Tree (E. M. Stcphenson). 

Staff Activities 

Apart from theit· official Museum duties most members of the scientific staff play a prominent part 
in the scientific activities of the State as a whole. Thus th.e Director and Mr. Trough ton are members of 
the State Fauna Protection Panel, and the Council of the IAnnean Society of N.S.W., a.nd Chairman and 
Honorary Secretary respectively of the A.N.Z.A..A.S. Fauna and Flota Protec~ion Committee. The 
Director is a member of tlw Taxonomic Panel of the Editorial Board of the A·ustral•wn Jou.,nal of Zoology, 
and Mr. Trouahton a member of the Council of the Royal Zoological Society o£ N.S. W. During the year 
Mr. Flctcher 

0
who is a member of the Committee of the Geologic~tl Society of Australia and Honorary 

Palaeontologist to the Geological Su1·vey of N.S.W., served on. the Council of the ~oyal _Society of New 
South Wales. Mr. McCarthy was President of the Royal So01ety of N.S_.W. ancl 1s Assistant Treas?rer 
and Councillor of the Anthropological Society of Australia, Deputy-Cha1rmau of the ~lawkesbury _R1:ver 
Scenic Reservation Society and Australian Councillor of the Fa.r Eastern ~rc-lu,st~ry AssoCJa~lOn. 
Dr. Keast is a member of tl1e Council and Vice-President of the Royal Zoologtcal Soelety of N.S. W, 
a member of the Council of the Gould League (a bird protection soci~ty) and a member of _the '!at:rah 
Shjre Trust. Mr. Whitley, as well as being a member of the CounCil of th? Royal ZoologiCal Soc1ety 
of N.S.W., acts as Honorary Edit.or of the Society's Publications. M1ss Pope IS a member of the CounCil 
of the Royal Zoological Society and of the ConuuitLee of the Warrah Sanctuary. 

Abstracts of scientific li terature in the fieldti of palaeontology, entomology aud mineralogy, which 
have been published in the Australicm J ottnwl of Science, have been prepared by 1\'lr. Fletcher, Mr. Musgrave 
ancl Mr. Ohabners respectively. 

Quarterly Exhibits 

The four special Quarterly Exhibits for tbe year b.avc been of a Fijian Food Hanger, .Stick Insects, 
Rare and Beautiful Shells, and Man-made Minerals. 
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Museum ShOJI 

l\r t l mainLnin a, 8 bop ~~~ 8 service to visitors and ir1 ord.cr lo •·eturn a profit for gallery 
os arge musPunts · · B d f n t' 1 t M Ll' t' b improvements. .For many years coloureJ prints of iJ· so ~-arac ISC anc a ew useum PU•J I?~ tons. ave 

b . 1 t th f·o \t entrance anrt in m·rlcr to dctcl'mme the natu.re of the demand u.dd•L•onal Items een on so. e a e 1 1 . • • 1 L' 1 f t d b b · · 
have been offered for sale during (.he year. 'fhese were most Y.M 1° C~ mallll ac ure Y tt ongmals on 
Mission Stations. The venture proved profitable but after ?' nn~e months ~eal,, was aba.l~<loned, except 
for the at~lc of a few items, since the A~tendants found Jt chfficult durlllg busy perJOd!! to attend 
to purchasers as well as carrying out their routine duties. 

It is hoped that. in time it will be possibl~ to_dev~l?P a propor snlos c?untcr staffed by someone who 
can act also as infornu~tion officer and deal wtth mqumes from the public. 

Inquiries 

PMticu.lars of some of the inquiries dealt with by the Muse~ m &taff are. ~iven i~ the val'ious Depart­
mental Report-s. These coYer a very wide field iud~ed an<~ c~ns1s.t of que~Jes. varymg fr~m r.equest-s for 
simple information from members of the general pub!1o, to scJeutJ~c. mform~t10n sought by. sctenLifi.c workers 
elsewhere. 'fhe volume of inquiries will be appreC!atcd when 1t IS me_nt10ned t-ha.t d1.mng the year over 
2,000 were dealt ·with by the Entomological Department alone, .wJule c:ery sc1entrfic department has 
been concerned with some hundreds each. Since the post of Publte R elat10ns Officer has been created, 
those queries which haYe been addressed to the Museum and not to particular curators, have been dealt 
with on a better organised basis than formerly. 

Publicity 

The M11Seum has received good publit'ity during the year from Press, Radio and Television sources 
and as a result is becoming iJlcreasingly known as a live and active institution. Some of this publicity 
has come u.bout on th~ initiative of journalists and -radio and television staff, and some as a result of helpful 
co-operaLion which has been afforded by them whe11 sought. Free ad vertisi11g facilities in bllSes, trams 
and trains have been made available by the Minister for Transport and striking advertisements have been 
prepared for use in Lhese public conveyances. 

Visitors and Attendan ce 

During the year 295,629 people visited the Museum. Apart from visitors to the public galleries 
many scientists from overseas nncl elsewhere as usual came for study purposes. During the year these 
have included Dr. F. S. Bodenhcimer (Univor$ity of Jerusalem), M.r. Peter Sootl., C.B.E., Dr. R. Mertcns 
(Senckenberg Museum), Professor E. S. Ilills (University of Melbourne). Dr. A. 13. Edwtucls 
(C.S:I.R.O. Mineragraphic Section), Professo1· W. Stephenson (University of Queensland), Miss J. Crane 
(Ass1sta.nt. Director of the New York Zoological Society), Dr. L. Gressit ( Bi~hop Museum, Hawaii), 
Dr. W. ~irth (U.S. National Museum), Professor E. Hardy (University of Hawnii), Mr·. H. T. Coolidge 
(U.S. Nat.wnal Research Counci l), Dr. H. Felten (Natural History Museum, Frmlkfurt-on-Mu.in) , Mr. Derrick 
(Fiji 111use1m1), Dr. C .• 'chmitz (Cologne). 

. Visitors of sp~cial~ as apart from scientific, interest have been His Excellency the Minister for 
TbaLiand, and the Wtves Gwup of the New Sontlt Wales University of 1'ecltnology. 

Tbe M-useum Building and Grounds 

Im~roved light~n~ has been installed in the Bit·<l of Paradise Group ;tnd approval giV'en for the 
new cases m the Ahot·Jgtnal Gallm·y, the ntur•als in the same gallery a.nd the reconstructed bird gallery, 
to be lit in the near future . 

. Many of the Museum g~llcries. are_still without artificial lighting in the cases and it is hoped that as 
each 1s adapted for modern chsplay 1t mll at the same time he lit. 

JUter every l1cavy rain-sl<>rm, water continues to enter Lhe Museum and t.l1e Public Worh 
Department. has t<> be called in to effect repairs. A gateway has been l.>uilt for t.he new road 
and a new tunber stack erected uex.t to the Spirit House. 

Fina nce 

Expenditure from Consoli.dt~ted Revenue for the year (excluding •'tatutorv 8ndowmcnt of .tl,OOO 
was .£60!009 5~. 7d., comp&red With .£55,472 lls. Orl., last yca.l'. Net, expenditure· from 'l'rustcc:,;' Acconn~ 
Funds (meluding Statutory Endowment) was £7,254 lis. 7rl., compal'{•d with £2,200 4s. (id. for 1955-56. 

The cash balance in the Trustees' Account at 30lh June 1957 was £1 806 15s .J-d Trustees' 
Invested Funds a~ 30th June, 1957, were Commonwealth r nvcstcd fltoc'k £2,250: • , 'ydney. Cot;nty Counril 
£81,~00; Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Hoard Inscribed Stock .£2 500·· Con\monwealth 

a.vmgs Bank £340 18s. 1d. ' ' · 

A statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the year is contained in Appendix A. 
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DEPART~fENTAL REPORTS 

ItfnnJmals and Skeletons (E. le 0. 'T'roughton, Cnrnt..or). 

. Important. acquiaitionR have iucl\lllt-~1 tt>n spccim~llS of bnnrlicooLl:l a.nd incligrnous •·odenhs. from New 
Gumea, presented by the Queensland ln~t.1tute of l\1mhcal Research as part of a series of fifty identified 
by t.hc Curator at the reCllll'St. of Mr. R. D1>tnrow in conuection with hi1:1 parasitological research; a 
long-hea.ked anteater (Zaglossus), the second complctt> specimen in the collection received from Dr. D. F. 
Mcl\lichael, from the Hollan<lia region of Dutch New Guinea, nnd a series of ~1 Horseshoe-faced bat. 
(RMnoloplw.~) from tlu~ '£elef~m~n district of Papua; indigenous 1·odents a.nd a bat pres1·nted by M.r. K. J. 
Coaldra.kc, Forrest R1vcr 1\hsston. and two marsupial-mice from Mr. F. King. Ta.rralea.b, Tasmania. 
Au int.eresting Relection of gifts from the Taronga Zoological Park Tntst included three tree ka.n~aroos 
(Dcndrolugus) from New Guinea. a Tasmanian Devil, two wombats, and a \\'edclell's Seal. 

C~nsidemble. a.t.t,ention has heen gi\ren t,he mammal-room collections, with special regard to the 
New Gmnea. ma.tcr1al. A stack of woode11 shelving has been built in the mammal-room to providt! 
e,"{tra. storage space for the apirit, collections. Jnquiries ancl assistance to other departments have included 
advice on information and illustrat..ions for inclusion in a booklet for native schools in New Guinea. and 
adj•tcent islands, being prepared by t.he South Pacific Commission; advice to the Dcpt~.rtment of 
Agriculture, and other inquiries rc~ardiog the control of bandicoots, and the elimination of possums and 
bats from dwellings; the iclcntification for the Health Department of bones and animal mlltter taken from 
a restaurant; informat.ion and advice for t.he Department of Interior on the text. for a film of monotremes 
and m~npials; identification of a number of bats collected by members of a Speleological Society; 
inforroat1on on marsupials for Dr. B. E. Douglas of the l\tayo Clinic, U.S.A., nnd on monotremes for 
Dr. Engels of the Royal College of Sw'geons. 

Skeletons-Acquisitions have included the skull of a fur-seal from Macquarie Island, received for 
identification from tJ1c Australian National Antarctic Research Council; the skull of a. pauther from 
Tarouga Park Trust; the skull of an aboriRinal, tmcarthed near Lake Illawarra, from the Police Department•. 
At Lbe request of Professor Arnott, Dean of t,he Faculty of Dentistry, a series <>f crani1.1. has been made 
available for the dental museum in the Dental Hospital. Information and measurements regarding ::\1useuru 
crania of the Pigmy Whale (Neobala.ena) were suprliccl to Dr. E. R. Guiler, University of Tasmania, 
and advice concerning the systematic treatment of mammal collections was given the Director of the 
Queen Victoria Museum, Launceston. 

Birds, Reptiles and Amphibians (.J. A. Keast,l\I.A., Ph.D., Curator). 

On the retirement in October, 1956, of l\Jr. J. R. Kinghorn, Dr. KeasL took O\'CI' this Department 
as Acting Curat.or and later became Cl,uator, in April, Hl"57. Mr. Harold Cogger, Science Trainee, worked 
in the Department during t.he months of March and May, 1957. Acquisitions receh·ed have included 
l4 7 reptile and 48 bird specimens. 

Loans have been made to several workers, including Dr. Ji~. Williams, Harvard University (turtles); 
Dr. R. Martens, Senckenbcrg Museum, Frankfurt. (goannas): )lr. W. Brazcnor, National Museunt 
(brown snakes): Mr. W. llitcl1cock, National Must>l.llll (terns). A gift collection of old Lird material 
lacking data was sent. to the University of Wisconsin for teaching purposes. 

The question of the seizure by the Oust.oms Department of live reptiles forwa1·ded to the Museum by 
air-freigbt from New Guinea, was discussed witJI Animal Quarantine authorities. 

Fishes (G. P. Whitley, C11raLor). 

Apn.rt from a collection of Qurcnslanrl fishes from Mr. H. Slack-Rmith, which has not yet heen 
sorted or registered, 936 specimens were registered, identified aud catalogued during the y<'ur from New 
South Wales, Queensland, Lhe Northern Territory, Victoria, Ne": Zealand, New Guinea.,. the .New 
Hebrides, New Caledonia, Africa, Andaman Islands, U.S.A .. l\1e."<1Co and Lhe West lll<hes. Some 
of t hese constituted new locality records and thl:' Museum has acquired the Types of new s~eeies of 
Chaetodon and 8plweroides, from New South Wales. Un<'omlnon sharks ano t·ays were rece~ved by 
exchange from Lhe Museum of Compantt,ive Zoology, Cambridge, U.S.A .. N~tewor~hy donors m~ludcd 
the l•'isbcries Branch, Chief Secretary's Department, Hydney; tbe Untvers1ty of Sydnoy ; Bnsbanc 
Aquarium Society; and Mr. J. C. l\'foore, Mr. K. de Witte anti Mr. E. Worrell. A list of Types of ft.Shes 
in lhc Mu!leum collection has been completed. 

Some 1,500 inquiries have been dealt with. Info.rmation has been .supplied to vario~s scientific 
bodies a,nd individuals in Australia all(] ovel'l:iCM. Al>SI:;tancc bafl been gtven to the followmg who arc 
prcp<uing books on fishes : Dr. \' , 1\1. Copplcson, ~lr. T. C. :Mar~ball and Mr. I. S. R. A1unro. 

Th Ctuator ba<J hren comntission<'d by the Trlts~r~s Lo prcpa.re a history .or th.r• Mu11c.um ns aytu~-timc 
activity and in Lhis eonnecLion a t.tcncled t.he 1:1pecial .. \rch1ves 8chool a l the Umverstty of ~ydncy m March. 

~lolluscs (D. F. :Mci\1ichacl, B.Sr. , l\I. A., Ph.D., Curator). 

Further rr \'J)eS nnd fij:(urerl specimens hnv(' heen presented by Mr. c. F. Laseron. .&. collect,i~n of 
Bra~ilian freshwater and m 1rine shells W<l.'l received from Dr. H . de 'ou~ I.;Qpcz, of the Inst1tuto 
Oswnldo Cruz, Rio utJ J a nicro. Hc>mc la.nd t~ncl . f•·<•sbwn,tcr shells.. were. recmvod from ~he Musenm of 
Zoology, lfa rvrml, ami se, ·eral Jot..'l of Kr w Hcbrjde;m ln.ncl shells, mcludmg Type ruaterutl , from Dr. A. 
Solem, Chicago Natural History Museum. 
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With the assistance of Mt·s. L. Woolaoott, work has contim1ed on the clussincation and revision 

of the bin1lvc collections. 

l\lr. 3.'. r redale bns tLssistod with work on the , trombirlae and ~1r. P. Coleman with the Scaphopoda. 

The projected erection of new cuhin~ t.s on . t.hc mezzaniue A~o.r involved iL being cleared, and 
necessitated drawers of ~:~hl'lls being stacked m corm.lors as a temporary a.rraugemcut. 

A large collection of the local species of .thC' gen us A.JI~~si~ was. dispatched ~ Dr. N. B., ~ales, 
University of Reading, for study purposes. Specmwus ?f Halwl.!s ~a,vn bcon sent to D1. T. I no, of I okyo. 
Material lent. many years a.go, t;o Dr. R. S. Alien of Chnstchmch, New Zealand, hns been returneu. 

As usual numerous inquiries have lJccn received and dealt with aud in this connection considerable 
help has been rendered the Department by Miss J. Allan and Mr. T . lt:edale. 

Crustacea and Other Invertebra te Groups (F. :Mel~eill, Curator, Elizab<'th Pope, l\1.Sc., Curator) 

As this Department wa-s nol. separated iuto two sections nntil towards the ond of the year under 
revi('W, a report is submitted for a single Department. 

Particulars of nearly 1,200 specimens have be:en enlered in the Department's regisLers, all have 
been incorpc,ratcd in t he stored reference study collect ions. 

Among the acquisitions rec.eivcd. during the y~a~ .the foll~winf! are ?f outstanding interest: A 
collection of local Polvchaeta from ~I1ss H. Dew. DIVlston of Fishencs. C .. T.R .O.; a large number of 
named specil's of pra.\vns (Cariclea) from \' a.,J:ious. Australian localities, from Dr. A. A. Ra.cek, . State 
Fisheries Depa.t· tment, Sydney ; a named sc!·•es ?I Dccapoda collected nlong .t.he banks of the _B~1sba.ne 
River, Queensland, from Miss B. La.wes, Umvers1ty of Queensland: four spectcs of barnacles (Cmtpecha) 
from Netherlnnd waters, from Dr. L. B. Holthuis of the Leydcn Museum. 

Extensive revision oarrierl out on the reference study collection of Skeleton. Shrimps (Caprellidae) 
by Miss J. Steinber''• visiting Californian Fulhrighb Scholar, has entailed much re-adJustment of the depart· 
~eut 's records in both specimen registers and card cat~~ologues. Similar routine work l1as been done on two 
other collections returned to the 1\luseum after being on loan to specialists for study and elaboration. These 
were Peanut and related worms (Sipunculoidea), st.udied by Mr. S. E<lmonds, University of Adelaide, 
and Swimming Crabs (Portunidae), dealt with by Professor W. Stephenson, University of Queensland. 
A. thorough periodic check has b<-en made of the reference study collections of sponges, worms, zoophytes, 
sea anemones, sea mats and sea mosses, sea squirts and salps. sea-stars and sea urchins, presen'ed in 
alcohol. 

LIStallation of additional ancl improved lighting in the Department's special spirit-house store has 
helped greatly in the work constantly being carried out on the collections. 

A number of uncommon species of barnacles was named for the Department of Zoology, University 
of Queensland. This aided an ecological survey of the coastal marine fauna of Queensland. Identification 
of a number of barnacles was also made for the C.S. LR.O. Division of Fisheries, Cronulla, in connection 
with that organisation's research work on fouling organisms. Further aid was giYcn to Miss B. Lawes, 
Depa.rtment of Zoology, Universit.y of Queensland, in ~be naming of a number of obscure species of crabs 
on which a research project on ~he ecology of bhe Brisbane River is to be based. 

. At the special request of Dr. L. Hyman, U.S. National ~1useum , a representative series of local 
marme f:lat-worms (Turhcllaria), together with Kochwhrome positives of each type, has been assembled 
and des_patchecl .. The Museum will benefit lu.ter from ~his anangcmeut by receiving authentic names of 
the VHrlOUS :speCieS. 

During periodic visits to Lb<' Department, Mr. J. MacJntne, C.S.l.R.O. Division of Fisheries, was 
given help in the identification of Or·ustaoea tllld other inverteb~ates conrcrned with his research work on 
the bottom fauna of Lake Macquarie. 

A valuabi: collection of parasitic worms (Trematoda), from marsupials, has been rl.'turned to the 
Musc~m after betng manf years on loan to ~he Biology Department of the University of Adelaide. It 
has smce been lent t:> Mus~ D. Sanda~s, Quecnslancl Institute of Medical Research , for study purpo~es. 
Anotl~er loan coUectJO!t d1sp~tc~ed for research put·poses was a representative series of Australum 
amphtpods of the fam1ly Talitrtdae, requested by Dr. E. L. Bousfielsl , National Museum of Canada. 
A short term loan of representat-ive types of invertebrates for class demonstration ptu·poses was made 
to the Zoology Department, University of Aydney. 

Visitors to the Department have included Mr. \Y. Patlcn, Fulbright Scholar (University of Ohio} 
and Mr .. L. Thomas, a. Sydney student of the ~~ mats and sea nl.osses (Bryo.zoa), who has spent a ft~ll 
day <lunng e.ach week for ~ost of. Lhe yea.1: rev1srng identificaLions and naming unidentified specimens Ill 
the lar.ge reference collectJou. Hts work 1s o_f a voluntary nature, 011 a ueglccted group, and is roue~ 
apprcCJated. Mrs. P .. Mat her came from Brtsbane to make a critical inspection of tl'l.c Departn.Jcnl s 
reference study collectiOn of Tunica la (sea scptirts). 

Insects ~od Arachnids(~. 1\'lus:.tr~ve, CurttL?r; D. K. McAJpinc, B.&., A~sistant Curator; Patricia Goodwin, 
Ass1stant; P. Rawltngs, , cJcncc TraJUee) . 

. One hundred and ninety-one specimens have been pr<'sented and some 4,000 collected by the 
~ssts~a~.t Curator. ~~c. greater part of the Assistant Curat,or's time has been spent in sorting ~ud 
tdentlf~ mg new acquunt1ons and ol<~ material which had bef'n put away uniMntified "'ithout b~mg 
properly sorted. ~uch of tbe collecLwn needs rear.rangiog but ~his work i:l luunpered by lack of cabu1Pt 
space. 
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During lht>)'l'Hr thl're have bt-en 1,330 inward 'pho~c calls, and 5!>1 inc1uiriel! by letter. These 
haH horn dcnll WIIU 1no~tly hy the Curator, who has nlso mt<'rvirwed IINLrlV 700 \isitors seekinginfor­
mataon from lh~ D1•pnrtnwnt. 

)[r. K Rwk. {'.K I lt.O Canbt>rra, spent ~~:,wal clan• :-tudrinl-{ Ncuroptcm Hymenoptera and 
('1)h•nptcm. Dr. ~\'. \\ut h, l'.S .. ~ational ~fust>um , horro.wcc.l I~phnlrirla.<' (Diplern) for,Mludy and presented 
11 lurgl' lllllllhl•r vi S(WC'IIIWns "luch he had collcetecl wh1lr 111 .\u:~tn\lia. 

, pare for ralm.wt~ nncl hooks l>ecomes mor<' nnrl morr imprntti,·c t•!u·h rPnr. 'l'hr small amount of 
fimn spaee mntlr nnulnhlr to Lhr Department by I hr m:~lall:Llion of a mczznninr floor WM\ long ago filled 
nntl muny groups nn• l\ITilll~t>d haphazardly throu~h ,·arious cnbincts in scv<'ral rooms iust.ca.d of beiuu 
~torrcl 111 close association with ouc another. 0 

Fo~>~ils (H. 0. Flctrh<'r, )l.8c., Curator}. 

Registrations for the yrar comprised 471 specimens. The following arc of particular interest and 
importanrc :-

T;ansfur~tl 'l' r~m~;ferrcd fro~n. the Mining Museum or prf'scnterl by tht' (irolo~ical Survey of New 
South \\ ales. (.raplohtrs of Orclov1cmn age from ILnumher of honzon~:~ anJ zones. 1'he material includes 
n rAre ~pecif's, Ln.~iofp:ttjiflts mtu,ga:ita_lus. A serirs of fn11!!il comls from Cowom fmt. Flat , in the Sno'vy 
Mountnms nr<'n. Achl!tLOnal mater1al1s to he collocLt·cl to t•hcok Lhc geological,lgc of the limestone in which 
t.hc cor1Lis occur . . Alt.hou~h .originally ~onsiclerell t,o be of Silul'ia1.1 ag() it is now M1ou~ht i~ may possibly 
lw L.ow?r DeYonuut .. ~ scr1c~ o~.fossils from rocks of,Uppr1· R1lu~ian age nL Qnidong, near Bombala. 
SpeCI~l' mcludr C'onl'llldliUII kiii{Jldlt s.ow~rby and 1\~o/()lt[JW e/l'ffCl/1.~ Mltchell. Type Sp<'rimens of pa.laeozoic 
brnch10pods, cornls, ostrarods and tr~lob1tes, of wh1c.h mosl of the species were descrihcd in the Rect>rds of 
tlw (hological Surt•ty of St w South TI' ales. 

Gifts-Tertiary fruitsnnll seeds recoYererl from h<'twcen two layers of basalt near Bclatta, Ne" South 
Wales. were prc~entrcl by ~fr. F. ~ajbar, Hydro Boring Pt.y Ltcl. Thesc are pos.;ihlv the oldest fruits 
found up to the prc•sPut i~ Australia? Tertia.ry ;ocks. .\ collecti~n of Permiau foSllils from Wollongong 
wl\:1 presented by )fr. Purkmson. This matertal mcludcs un exceptionally good specimen of C'leobis grandi.~ 
Danu. A.n intcrrsting scric" of Devonian biYalves, from a 1ww locality at llerrniclalc Plains, was presented 
b~· Mr. Marshal!. 

Collected A large serit>s of Permian fossils, from various localities on the South Coast, was collected 
hl•tween Ulladulln ancl Durras Lake. Duplicate matotiul was <·ollcctcd for school coll<'ctions. Fossils of 
DPvonian age w('rt• collected from a number of known and prtwiously unknown locnlitie:~ between Hermidale 
and Cobar. Other material collected in this area includes hru<'hiopods anti trilobites from Silurian rocks 
at Boomerang Tunk, Cunhelaf!O, and Devonian fi.~h remain11 from near Cobur. 

During the \'PUr Mi~>.'>, arbs. )fuseum .Assistant. has continued with the cataloguinf! of the invertebrate 
fo~il· anrl has gencrully assisted in the routine work of the Department. Th<' Cc\taloguing and preliminary 
sorting of the large collection of brach.iopods is nearing completion. The collect ion of microslicles, transferred 
from the Mining Museum some time ago, was checked ttml information from the registers added to 
t.hc ctttalogue cards. 

Assistance given to oLhc1· institutions has included the proparation of two casts of Type specimens of 
Encrimtrus du:l/trooncnM's for Dr. llenn.ingsmoen, 1\tlacontologisk Musenm, Oslo. Two 'l'riasaic fish and a 
lat<'x cast of a Devoniau ftsh were presented to the New l£nglaud University for teaching purposes. Plaster 
types of Oord((ititr [Jrtrdnrri Mitchell, were prepared for Dr. Gold ring, St. Andrews University, Scotland. 
Pla11ter casts ofTypP :,pl'cimcns of Pllillipsia pro.rinlil ~l itchcll a.n<l P!tillipsia clongnta Mitchell, were prepared 
for )lr. A. C'·ancura, Nt-w Ell{!lar1d University, A.rmidale. Collc<'lions for teaching purposes were presented 
to the .'ydney nrammnr ~chool, 13arker College, Ilorn!>O\', and , 't. George High School. Collections were 
~:Wnt; on loan to Or. D Thomas, Oo,·ernment Geologist. ~Icluournc: Dr. )(. F. Glaes.<~ner, l:niversity of 
Adelaide: Dr. Ell is Y ocht>lson. l:.~. Geological Survc). Wa~hington. Or. H.~. Lad cl, ll .. '. Nationat:\fnseum; 
:\lr. \\'ntcrhoust>, ;·cdgwick .Museum, Cambridge: uwl Profc::~>~or W. Gross, llumbolclt Univen;ity, Berlin. 
A t~mull $Cries of Euryde.ww, showing characteri!'ltic fl'uturps of the genus, was pr<'scntNl to Dr. M. R. Sahni, 
Geological Survey, I ntlia. Inquiries on aU phases of pulaeontolo1-'Y, including the identification of specimens, 
nun1bt!rcd 180. 

Visitors of purticular intet·cst were Dr. )L F. Glac>~snl.'r, Unh·ersity of Acll'laidc (examination of 
Cn·taceous matl'tial from Onepah Well); Dr. D. Tbomu~. ({o,·crmncnt Geologist, Geological Survey of 
\'ictoria (examination of graptolite11): 1lr. R. Tctlford, University of California (imtuiries regarding maps 
of the )leniudcc uilitrict). 

1\linerals and Rocks (R 0. Chulmers, _\ .•. T.C., Curator, Mi8~ .K ~ilveiru, 'fcclmical Assistant (part of 
the year onlv). 

•rtw nu m bt'l' ()f m i1wral specimens is now 3!).~21, 1~11 .inCI'Paso of 14.7. Acccs.'!ions include .t~e f?llowing 
!!pc<:illl('llll Pl't.'!!('lliNI: A lur~c slab of Broktm Jhll f11wnlc· (H. vou Hl\.nsmn.nn); earthy VJVJamte from 
Coburgo (L. 1~. Koch): ~~ Kmall collection, includir~g \'icl,orirw i lll'tJ ~I~ise, .(C. B .. Asln•w) ; a. suite of Mou.nt 
Morgan chalcopyritc (MiKI' lfazcl King); a fiM R\II LO of gmnultu• oiJ~mc n_a ROtH'HlCCOUH bnsalt bombs (M1ss 
Mry l , 'ilvcira); fulgu!'itt•s fi'Oill Por~ Kembla (RaymmH.I BIM.k).; n pola~hcd JllS(JCI' sphoro ( W. 9· Decarteret); 
Mount lsa, ribbon jnsprr (I•'. IT. Ken~cdy); a conc~Pt.Jon (l\c•1l!1 !\ us!m): n l t~nogen fr~m l\anaogra Wa!ls 
(D. l\layor): lead from 1 ht• HouLb J\line Brok<'n IT.II! ~1ncl UU!.il.mltP _fro_m l\l i'XI<'~ (R \\ . • . _Doo); a ruttle 
crystul (F. \\'. Bookt•r). 'rtlt.' rt!rnaincler of tl1e acq u1s1~ lOlls C~lli:lllll prmcJpally of I r·o~pE'Ct spe~unens collected 
I" the Curator nncl colll•ction!l of )Jala,-au aucl .\uwnru11 nurwrnls obt:unccl by rxdumgc w1th lhe )falayan 
C:t·()logi<·al ,'urV<'y anrl wilh an Amcric~ rollector, J . J . J(uchar. :\Jr:;. C. l3 H<-gct111 prc:;cnt.cd a collection 
of Xrw Zcalaml kauri gum. 
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The number of rook specimens is now 7,635 an increase of 63. These consist p;rincipally of dolomites 
from Australian localities presented by the Curator; _igneo~s rooks fr?m remote areas m the B~~e Mount.a.ins, 
presented by Mr. 0. '!'. McElroy; drill corc::~.exammec~ f o~· the Jomt Coal Board, and soonaceous basalt 
bombs from western Victoria, presented by MJSS Eryl S1h·etra. 

The school collection of minerals has be(ln put in better order. A c_ollectio~ of gem minerals w~ lent 
to Lhe Newcastle 'l'utorial Classes. Several ~mall colleotion11 have b~en g1ven to tnterested scho_ol children. 
School collections have been sent to the F<~rrer Agricultural Htgh School, Cooranbong. Higb School, 
Homebush West Home Science School, Sydney Grammar School and Barker College. Teach1ng collections 
were given to boLb of the universities in Sydney. 

Slices of meteorites have been lent to Mr. E. Irving of the Australian National Universit.y. Supposed 
·' moldaYites" {one type of tek-tite) from North Queensland have ,been lent t~ Dr. J. F. Lover~.ng, for st~dy 
purposes. Two c.ollections have been lent to Dr. L. E. R:och. ~hese compnse ~ compreh~nstve ~ollectton 
of Now South Wales monazites for infra-red spectroscoptc stu_dJes and a. collncttOn of yar1ous mrneral~ to 
illustrate temperature offormat.ion. A nwnbcr of small m?teor.tte frag_ments have been_gwen to D~. K. B!gg, 
Rauiophysics Division, C.S.I.R.O. for experimental work ~ ram-making. • mn:ll portiOns of varto~s mtcas 
were given to Mr. G. See, University of Technology, for mfra-red spect~oscopt? work, and a specunen of 
Tasmanian pyromorphite was lent to Mr. W. Baker for the same Uruvera1ty. • mall fragme~ts of anat.ase, 
from. various localities, were given to Mr. Manners, of ~he Defence Research LaboratorJes, for X-ray 
crystallographic work. 

Two hundred 11nd fifty-one inquiries have been dealt with. ~hese htolutled many on bea?h-sands, 
gemstones, builcling stones, identification of specimens for school children, popular books on lllllleralogy 
and geology. 

Visitors have included Mr. Spencer Compton, formerly of the Kalgoorlie School of Mines, who brought 
wit.b him some outstanding Kalgoorlie gold and gold tellm·ide. spec!rnens wl1ich were left at the ~useum 
for several days, and viewed by students and staff of the Urnverstty of Technology; Mr. S. R. Mitchell, 
former honorai'Y mineralogist and Trustee of the National Museum, Victoria; Mr. Francois Lampietti, 
research student in mining geology of the University of California; 1\fr. 1\la.rcel A.urousseau, formerly of 
the Royal Geographical Society, London, and former assistant mineralogist Ul this :Museum. 

Some forty tllln sections of highly altered igneous rocks from various bores being put down by the 
Joint Coal Board have been examined. Tl1is \VOrk is of consi(lerable economic importance. The drilling 
programme is being carried out in a search for extensions of coal seams south of W ollongong. f t is necessary 
to estimate the size and shape of these intrusions and their effects on the quality of the coal and 
the petrological examjnation is a necessary acljunr.t to this investigation. Thin sections of igneous rocks 
from remote parts of the Blue Mountains were prepared aud reported on for Mr. C. T. McElroy, New South 
Wales Geological Survey. 

Anthropology and Numismatics (F. D. McCartby, Dip.A.nthrop., Curator). 

A total of 1,245 specimens, in 55 acquisitions has been received. These included two outstanding 
collections. The first is of 240 old weapons, utensils, fish-nets and hooks, adzes, flutes, baskets, ornaments, 
carvings, canoe models and other articles from Fiji and New Guinea, from the estate of the late ~1rs. 0. 
Hewitt. The other collection comprised 52 Australian and New Guinea weapons (many from the Morce 
district of New South Wales), from the estate of the late Mrs . . H. C. Fitzba.nling, from whose family, beginning 
with .Mr. C. J. 1\tcMa!lter (sometime Commissioner for Western Lands) the Museum llas been receiving 
similar gifts sinCE' 1905. lf.rs. N. Jenkins prescnt.ecl17 New Guinea. and Solomon l slaud specimens. 

New Guinea material presented incluclca a line shield and four bark pain!Jings, from Mr. C. Simpson; 
a human wood carving (over forty years old), 'l'robl'iand I sland, from Miss N. Wiggins; dub and abrading 
stone, from Mr. A. G. Shea.rman: cassowary feather hat, Wa.bag, from Professor A. P. Elkin; Sepik and 
Turama weapons from Mr. P. B. Dawson: a. gourd sheath, Baliem Valley, from the Re,-. N. Draper, and a 
small collection of weapons and ornaments obtained by Dr. D . McMichael. 

Other interesting specimens presented comprise a fine ly plaited mat (over one hunrh:ed years old) 
from Fiji, _giv~n hy Mrs. W . .R. Rhodes; a Jtead-hunter's trophy skull, Kt.>nyah tribe, Borneo, from the 
Rev. S. NJghtmgt~le (courtesy 6f Department of Public Health, New South Wales) and ~ome ornaments 
from Baluchistan reeeivecl from IVtrs. Hyslop. ' 

The most impor~ant ~cq~isition among the .sto~e implements received is a collection of eighty-eight 
c!mtcmpo~ry a_ud I?rehistorJc p1eces from the Kunnnru.pa. Valley in Papua, presented by Miss M. McArth_ur. 
'Ihree preh1stonc p1eces were also presenter! by 1\'l.r. J. A. Costelloe. Other important series of Austrahan 
1mpl~en~s were presented, as follows: 60, Empire Vale site, from ~lr. W. U. Ab bott: 114, Mulyah Station, 
Darling _R1~er, f1·om Mr. D. Ma.yor; 248, New South Wales, Tasmania, .Tava, and the 'fanda.ndja.l 08\'C 

cxca\·at10n m the Nor~her~ 'l'erntory (together with several plaster busts of Aborigines), from the Depart· 
nwnt of Anatomy, Untvers1ty of, ydney; 45, El Sharana caves, Northern Territ.ory, from 1\b'. C. West~rn; 
8.2. northern end. of Lake Torrens, and the Broken Hill District, from Mr. 0. le l\f. Knight; 12 axes and 
smkers, Bellamb1, collected by A. G. Hamilton, from the JJinnean Society of New Sout,h Wu.les. 

Stone axes from various localities in New South Wnles were received from Master Eather, the 
Rev. A. J. Barrett, Miss H. King and Messrs. W. Fletcher, W. , 'trang, G. '1'. ALien, P. Pallin. D. Soully, 
J. Boyde, J. Hog~rth {sout~-w~st Quee~lancl), a~d F. 8. Curran. Mt. J. McNaught presented. a fine mill­
stone from ~arachne, Mr. • . Mllla a cylindro-comcal stone from Girilamhone, and Mr. A. IJ. G. Downer a 
small colle.ctt~n ~f Aborigin:tl wea.po_ns an~1 stone implements. Five uniface pebble i.mplemeuts fro~1 the 
Garonne dtstrtot m France, were rece1ved {m exchnnge) from Monsieur L. Gm·y. A rare t.~tngad stone •';Ople­
ment ofYodda-type was Plll:ch~se~l {through tho courtesy of Mr . .J. A. Clift), t~nd a series of tPn fiue Abong10al 
weapons from the Gundagru d1atr1ct of New Houth Wales was purchased from Miss E. llubbard. 
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Thl• t rrmrnclon)! tn~k of :cmoving the Oceanic ancl foreign anthropological collection from the 
iron-"lll'd !\tort'll to lh1• Nt•w Umn:a ~~~ll1•ry, now tran~fnrnwrl into a storr-room, w a11 complrtcrl. The 
r1,llt·C'Ii~n ts n~w htl\ISI'tl 111 u rt•lnhvt'ly cl1'<~n at~nospht-rr from thl' point of \'iew of •lu ~t, while the fire­
lnwtnl '" cummlt:'rahh tt•tluct•cl. Thr !l('tenoratton of the colh•t•t ion in tlw iron-Nherls hns ht•rn a lluclerl to 
11111ny tim~:o it~ prnious rt•rwrt~ of thi~ Department (b••c:lll~(· of tlw dust and fire dnn~.tcr in particular), and 
till' ~itullllun tli now tlllllll'l\lllln·a~lly Improved. A con~i•lernblr portion of this collection is irreplaceable, 
111111 it is t berefon• of t lw ut most unporta nee that precaution~ hi! tnkrn to ~mfC'guar•l it. 

Thr ]l'inscb collt•rtion of fnct• musks of Oceanic peoplrs wns transfl'rrC'd to the bafiC of thr numismatic 
rnbiucts for stora~e. to mnkt• room for the expanding .\ustrnlitm collt>ction. 

Loa us wcrt• mntll' as follows : Aboriginal weapons for usr by ATN Tele,·ision Rtation, ,J. Arthur Rank 
Film ('ompnn.y for . .tu;pl,•w. nncl 1~~ IY~.es ofTw.bich replicas could br madf', for us~> in tlw film Robbery Under 
: I fill.~ ; the \\ ntt'nluh·~ Fcl11•rntwn Ftlm llmt. ancl for di~plav by the Unitecl )fiM~<ioml organisntion. Four 
hark pnintmg:.- \H'rr lent. to !~<.• Nntional Museum of\'ictoria, for tht• Olvmpic Gamcs Exhibition of Aboriginal 
.\ rt. .\ collectiOn of uborl~mnl tnlll('[tal culture was made availnhl<' for dit~plav purposel< to thr Government 
'fouri:;t Bureau of Xcw Routh Wnles. Photographs of }l'ijian and Rolomon l t~lands t~hell t rumpets were 
:lent to Dr. K. E. Larsson nt the Etnografica Museum, Goteborg. 

Nwni.wtatics n ountiOII!! comprise twenty-eight. coinl! from Miss Allpn•ss; fifty-nine from Miss H. 
King. from vnrious r.onntrit•s: t.hirty ttwo Egyptian coin~; from Mr. J . Sakelie and a sot of Burmese coins, 
wi th n notr, from M •·· 'I' in M_v in t: a bill on o£ Probus. isauod in Al<~xandria in the year 281-82 A.D. ; three 
Grettt Wtu· mcduls from Mr. U. lltma.way; and a pewter plt\qur from Miss F. Cook. 

Two important gifts wrm a gold solidus of Anastasius r, l!ll -518 A. D., from Mr. l\1. 1\tanglis, and a set 
of the )Jclbourne Olympic Gnmrs medals and badges from K. U. Luke (A/sia) Ltd . 

..\ total of $20 inquiric:;, inclucling 266 on the Australian Aborigines. 90 ou general anthropology, 
.uul 171 on numi:~mt\tic~. wa~ dealt with during the year. 

chool~ Service pri~s P. MrDonuld, B.Sc .. Dip.Ed .. Education Officer). 

The number of rhildren attending the Museum in school classes rlu.ring the year was 11,061 in 259 
\·i~it~. Tbcst' figures reprrsrnt nn increase of 10 per cent O\'er thoso of last yenr ancl would have been higher 
hut for the nhsrnrc of tlw l<~clucation Officer for one month during tbr husicst period of thl' year. There 
an· now thirt~· classC's romin~ regularly once a month throughout t he year, each following an individual 
rourw of Xatural Rci£>nrr and Rorinl Rtudies. Many chls..<;es ha,·e had to be refused ~luseum \'isits because 
of the nlrcuth· O\'er-lontlcd teucbing programme. · 

'fhr<'£' g-roup,. of fir,.,t -ycur Zoology students from the eni\'craity of Sydney studied the Museum 
1lisplu\·~ under tbe guidunrt> of their lccturers. Thr<'e woups of !ltuclcnts from Newca.>~ll<' TcachC'rs' College, 
anti two group;~ from R~·rlnr,· Tcnchcrs' College, visited thr )lu!<Cum, each ln•ing taken round the galleries. 
A ,.rm·-. of .six h•cturrs on .\ usl ralian animals and plants wRs p;ivrn to New Routh Wales Kindergarten 
'rraming ('ollt•ge st udl'nt~. A group of Indonesian students also tour~d the ~alleri eA, their visit being 
tiiTtllll!<'d I hrough t bo Uommonwenlth Otnce of Education. Art students from Syd uey 'l'eohnical College 
nmkt• n•gulnr visiw to dntw I he exhibits. Attendance nL Rchool Vnoatiou Films was 11,717. 

:-\mm· <'i~htv <'OIII'c'tinnt~ ol' photo_gn1.phs, specimenR, fi lm ~t.ri px nnd chark! lmvc bN~n lcnL to schools. 
Sm1u· of thi'< material has lwt>u lt•ut to Lwspital schools, such as the ~brgMct Reid llospi l·l\1 for Crippled 
('luldn•n nnd dtr Cumpl'l'dnwn C'hilclrcn's llospital. It Wl\s hoped lo start a regular lonn service for these 
chiltln·n: unfortunntd; prr11.:-cun• of othrr work has matlr this irnpot~!iible. 

Tltirtt•cu lt•afi(•ts h:n·r hren pr<'pared on various topi<'s r<'lntinf( to the :;chool s\·llahuscs. Nearly 
l-'011 lrttc·rs of IIHflltrv 1111 111attcrs relut ing to S<'hool prOJ••ds lul\'t' ht•cu dealt with. .\ t~pt•rial C'xhibit on 
.l/ 11-" 11111 .kli,•tllt ~ wa ... pn•pan·tl for Education Week, !lth-11 th .\ugn111, 19:>11. ChildrC'n wt•rr \'err interested 
111 tlu~ rJi.,pla~·. \\'ith tlw aid nf a ~trnnt from Trustees' fund11, four teaching films \\'l•rr purchased for t~e 
Erlut·:Htnn Srction. .\nothPr film was presented bv l\lr. 0 (L \' ickcr\', :\luscun1 Tru~:~tcc. A film strip 
<'Ill 11 lr•d ( 'n ,, lite .1/ IIWIIIII /hip ? is heing prepared ~vith t lw ro-op••rntion of the Visual Education Centre, 
Burwnud, cm thr edurnt 1011 srrvit'l'!' pro\·idccl at thr ;\fnsl'llllt. 

\ month was "JWnl 11\ till' l<:duca.tion 01licrr \'isiting tht• four principal ntUSl'lllll:l in New Zealand. 
Tlw \NI was madt• pos!-!ihll• I>\' a gmnt from the New Houtb \\'ales Department of gtJucation. 

Librnr} ( \1 rs. ,J Good win, B. \ • Lihmrian). 

l>urinl-( the vrnr tl:i volmM~ (161 presented or rxchun~NI) werr :ulcled to thr Library. A hundred 
and "'xtr·•·n \\l·t•· l;ooks nncl 127 \\'t'rc bouml Yolumt'li of pl'riodH'tlls. f'ourtccn book~ were prrsl'nted by 
111Ptlllll'rli nf t lw -.tarT tu <·rmtllll'IH't• the proposed Childrt•n 's Lihnu·~·. an.d ·~in<• hoo.kri W<·rc purchased a~ the 
nurlr·u" of a lihmrv for tlw At·t l>cpurtrnent of the Mnst•utn . 'l'hP lnndm~ of lthmry volumel'l, formerly 
drmc• bv c·omnteJ·ciid fit·t nr~, hail hl'cn t•rAnsfcrred to t.ho <:ow.lJ'JIIIlNII Printer. Tlw work of n.ttcmpting to 
ht·ing up to-rllt!l' t.lw holdiug11 .0f t\ nutn bcr of periodicn.l11 whid1 l11td ln psorl . WI\S complntrd. 

Ov .. r five· lnuulr·t'd volume•!! WC!'(' lent to tbc libmrit•S of lllliV('l'Rit irs, ll\UHCll lll!!, C.S. I.RO. nivisiona 
nwlotlwt institutin1111 in r•vpn• Rhdc• n!' the Commnnwf'allh. An incr· .. m•ing numhi'r of rClJliCsts for micro­
filrnK of ptthlic·atiu11s 111 tht• ' l mwum Library is bc•ing re<'<'ivPrl ~rmu. uni,·crsilws in N<'w Zl•nlnnd. Th.e 
Lihran •~ usuullv n-..itr·d In on·~ens 11cientist:.~ work111g rm roii<'Citull~ 111 other dt•p!Hinu•nts of lhe :\1uscum, 
anrl n·~•·arrh wurkl'rs hu \ r• t rn n·llt·rl from Canberra a11d ut hr•r Slat f'S t·~r••cinlly to con::mlt. volttmt•s a \'ailable 
nu\\hc·r .. "'''' iu Austmlia. llllfllirirs arc also recl'ivcd from manY nwmlll'n; of lhr.• puhllc 
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Editorial Assistant and Public Relations Officer (Miss M. Fraser). 

There has been a steady increase iu the number o~· publica.ti?ns r·equiring ~ditorial attention. ~fforts 
made to increase the circulation of the Museum Magazme have gtven encouragmg results and necessitated 
the printing order being increased. 

Arrangements associated with the purchase and sale of goods for use in the ~useum Shop have been 
undertaken by the Public Relations Offi~er w~o ha~ als~ allocated .to the. a.p~ropn~te, cu~ator~ specimens 
(445 in numbel') submitted by the pubh? fo~· Identll1catlon. RcpheR wme prepared for tnqwrers on the 
basis of information supplied by the sctentific staff. 

Publicity work has increased during the year.. Spe?i~l features .have been P.ublished in daily 
newspapers and given over television channols. A sp~cw.~ exhtbJt of K~tchina Dol.!~; rccmved ~full page in 
colour in the Wome-n's Weekly, and the A.B.C. has mst1tuted a progtamme ent1tled What ts new at tlie 
Museum. 

The P.R.O. 's Office has IJecome a u:;eful avenue for action on many matters falling somewhere between 
the province of the scientific staff and the office. 

Department of Preparation (H. D. Hughes, A.R.P .S., Officer-in-Oharge). 

Work completed tlnoughout the year is as follows:-

Taa;idenny- Birds, 56 study skins, 14 mounts, 131 reconditioned ; Mammals, 6 study skins and 3 
mounts. 

Articulation-50 skulls, 125 moulds, 79 casts, 21 coloration casts and 46 models. 

Pllotogmphs-689 11egatives, 2,105 prints, 90 negatives (slicles), 76 slides, 248 35-mm. colour trans­
parancies. 

Films- projected 279. 

Considerable progress has been made with exhibits for the new cases in the Australian Aboriginal 
Gallery, and in the Bird GaUery. A few have been prepared also for later installation in the new Fish Gallery. 
Of special interest were seventeen hands cast to illustrate the use of stone implements. 

A new Magazine display case has been installed in the front hall which eliminates the necessity for 
the preparation of a new display with each issue of the Magazine. Experiments have been conducted in 
embedding in Polyester pla,stics. A Pteparators' Conference was held at the Museum from 22nd-24.th 
May, and was attended by twenty-six delegates representing eleven different museums. It was an extremely 
successful conference and proved helpful to all those who were present. 

The usual attention to the collections, both study and exhibited ones, has been given during the year. 
An experimental applica.tion of Dieldren has been made in certain display cases and it is hoperl that in 
future the time spent in placing insecticides in the galleries will be reduced. 

Advanced techniques have been employed in modelling and casting, and materials used have included 
plastics, latex, plaster of Paris and artificial stone. Assistance has been provided to curators in the 
maintenance of collections, especiall.v spirit collections. A 5-in. x 5-in. Graphic View Camera, complete 
with accessories, has been acquired by the Depal'tment. 

Department of Design and Art (J. Beemu.n, Officer-in-Charge). 

. Prior~tf during the year has been given to the preparation a11d instltlla.tion of the twenty new ex1Ii~its 
m the Abor1gmal Gallery. These have now been completed except for some mino1· details and labeUmg. 
Plans and designs have been prepared for the Bird Gallery, and some for the Invertebrate Gallel'J and the 
new Fish and Arachnid cases. The preparation of designs, illustrations and labels has been speeded up by 
the purchase of two more drafting machines, and a new air-brush. 

Figures of work completed during the year include: 30 clei:!igns, 96 paintings and illustmtions, 
105 drawings, 32 construction drawings, 27 maps, 4 plans, 16 diagrams 16 leaflets 243 labels 29 notices, 
43 lettering on diagrams and 2 friezes. ' ' ' 

The Common Seal of the Trustees of tl1e Australian Museum was herewith ·~ffixed by Order of the 
Board this tenth day of September, 1957. < 

(Sgd.) H. B. MATIIEWS, President. 

( 'gd.) JOH N W. EVANS, Director. 
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Appendix A 

THE AUSTRAUAN MUSEUM-5UMMARISED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AHD PAYMENTS FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1957 

RE CE I P T S 

APPIIOPRIAnO!f .ArCOt'XT- • 
To Tn-aaur)· .\ pproprlallollll ............................................................ 

T Rn1'Rit.q' A<"!.'OI'ln'-
TO l!tatutmv Endownwnt ..................................... , ....................... .. 

~u~lt•tlons to Awllrallan Mllltum MA!lUine ............................ . 
SAll'l (I( l 'ubllcatlon• ............................................................. . 

~':~~~~~ho~-~~~~ ... :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
lnttrtftl ......................... , ...... ... . ............................. .............. .. 
Advtrllslnl( ........................... .. ............................................ .. 

n:~~r:"~:;r~r. :::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Procctdft, Sale of Srwtnsr: lltauhtne ............................................... . 
Proct•cd~. S~tlo of !\crRp Rteel . ..... ......... .. .................................... . 
Refund of Freight ..................... . ........ . .... .. .............................. .. 
Rdllnd on ~!thnoloqtcal Objects ............... .. ............................ .. 
MlsceUaneolli Rrc~lt•ts ......................................... ............ ....... .. . 

IIALANOES A8 AT lST J ULY, 1956--
('a.h at Bank a nd In lumd ............................................................. .. 
ln\'oeslm~nt' ............................................................................... . 

P AYMEN T S 

APPIIOPIUAnos A('COUli'T 

»> f~!~~:~;.!';~ -B.iiiiii.;g,i·:::: .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Tra,·elllnlt and l\ul).;L•tence Exp.-ol!es ........................................... . 
Frtil!hl. Carta~te •nd Packlnll .................................................... .. 
Dooka, PtriodiCAla and P4pcl"li .......... ....... ............. ....................... . 
}'e~. <:omml&&lons, etc. . ......................................................... .. 
Laundry Expcnsr~ .................................................................... . 
.Pottl\1 and Telegraphic ......................................................... .. 
Other 1nsu111ucn ...................................................................... . 
Stoi'H, Plant and Equlpmen~ ..................................................... . 
Minor 'Rxpenat& ....................................................................... . 

TK17STI-!F-~' At'001111T-
IIy Printing nnd Pubi!Jhlog Mo.gculnes ........................................... .. 

.Printing Rnd Pub11•hlng other Publicatlonl .................................. . 
PurehR8t> or Fllm11 ................... . ............................................... .. 
Trnvt'lllng Expen~es A.N.7..A.A.S. Congren N.Z. .. ....................... .. 
SciMtlllo ECJUI)IIl\Onl .................. ............ .. ... ................ , ............ .. 
Stock for lltu~eum I! hop ........................... ............................... . 
Jo:thnol()ltlcal Objects ............................................................. .. 
DlspiiiY Cas~;s for Gallery ........................................................ . 
PrPpamtors' Collft'rrnce F.xpcnses ............................ . .... ............. .. 
Frt•l11ht nnd Cnrtngo ................ ................................................ .. 
Publications ~nh•s Receipts pnld to Trensury ................................ . 
Fr~hthL and Carta"e receipts paid to Trraoury .............................. .. 
POJital(~ rl't'eipts v.~ld to Trelltor)' .. .... .. . .. ................................. . 
J..ll(htlniC receipts p.1td to Public Works D~pl. ............................... .. 
Ml><et:llanrollft 'f:~pendlture ................ ........ ........ ...................... .. . 

[.()01~ on eA le of ('ommonw~lth Trea,ury Bonds ......................................... . 

B.U.AJ((''ES All AT 30TH JU~I'l. 1957-
Caah at llank and In hand ...... ........................................................ . 
lnveetmrnt~ .............................................................................. .. 

£ •• d. 

1,000 0 0 
346 0 0 
887 •• 
876 11 11 
228 1 8 
358 10 8 
68 0 0 
117 6 11 
2 16 0 

10 0 0 
2 10 0 

18 12 0 
8 0 0 

u 0 2 

1,800 11 6 
11,681 16 ' 

£ •. d . 

68.020 8 0 
57 3 2 

221 6 2 
131 6 • 
800 2 11 
71 18 0 
311 12 9 

182 17 2 

·~~· l4 8. 1,800 c. 7 
11 0 

1,108 I 8 
211 " () 

127 14 c. 
861 6 11 
8211 6 0 
830 13 6 
so 0 0 

s.ooo 6 6 
M 10 10 
ll :1 6 
73 8 .. 

6 10 0 
96 Ill I) 
2 16 0 

Il l 11 11 

28~ 8 0 

1,806 16 • 
8,000 18 • 

£ •• d. 

&0,0011 r. 7 

3,005 12 2 

ll ,t S'l l 10 

176,3941 19 7 

£ •. d. 

&0,009 6 7 

7,2&1 11 7 

236 8 0 

7,897 13 8 

t76,S96 lll 7 

J. W. EVANS, Dln-ctor. 
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e Aboriginal G aUery 
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