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TO HIS EXCELLENCY TilE GOVERNOR,-

The Trustees of the Australian Museum have the honour to 
submit to Your Excellency their ninety·third Annual 
Report for the year ended 30th June, 194'7. 

1. T rustees. 

The Board of Trustees suffered the loss of four Elective 
Trustees during the year, two (Sir S. Walder and Mr. C. A. 
Sussmilch) by death and two (Professor E. Ashby and Dr. 
G. A. Waterhouse) by resignation. 

Dr. G. A. Waterhouse resigned in April, 1947, since his 
health made it impossible for him to attend meetings. He 
had been a Trustee since 1926, having been President in 1930 
and Chairman of the Scientific and Publication Committee for 
aome years. For many years he took a very active interest 
in the Museum's affairs, and in 1930 he presented to the 
Museum his magnificent colleetion of butterflies. 

Sir Samuel Walder had been a Trustee since 1941, and by 
his death on 24th November, 1946, the Museum lost a '.l,'rustee 
who had taken a keen interest in its affairs. 

Mr. C. A. Sussmilch had been a Trustee since 1943, and 
his death on 6th December, 1946, deprived the Board of one 
who took the keenest interest in both the :scientific and admin· 
istrative work of the Museum. 

Professor Eric Ashby, who had been a Trustee since 1940, 
resigned in September, 1946, on account of his departure from 
Australia to occupy the Chair of Botany at the University of 
Manchester. Dw·ing his period of office as a Trustee he 
rendered valuable ser11ice to the institution. 

The vacancies resuJting from death and resignation were 
filled by the election of Professor A. P. Elkin, Mr. Frank 
McDowell, Dr. R. J. Noble and Mr. E. J. Kenny. 

In December, 1946, Mr. H. B. Mathews was unanimously 
elected President for the year 194 7. 

During the year, leave of absence '~as granted to Mr. F. B. 
Spencer during his absence abroad, and to Dr. G. A. Waterhouse 
on account of ill health. 

The list of Trustees at 30th Juno, 1947, is shown in 
Appendix A. 

2. Staff. 
At the meeting of the Australian and New Zealand Asso· 

ciation for the Advancement of Science held in Adelaide 
d~ring August, 1946, the Museum was represented by the 
Dnector and Messrs. E. Le G. Troughton, A. Musgrave and 
F. D. McCa.rthy and Miss Joyce Allan. 

The Director was elected a Vice-President, and Mr. E. Le 
G. Trougbton a Member of the Council, of the Art Galleries 
and Museums Association of Australia and New Zealand. 

In March, 1947, two saience trainees were appointed, Mr. 
J. A. Keast in Zoology and Mr. J. F. Lovering in Mineralogy, 
and they entered upon the Science course at the University 
of Sydney. 
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Mt·. A. A. Stron1, Education Officer, was transferred frolll 
the 1-luseum early in 1947, and the resulting vaeancy has not 
yet been filled. 

The four members of the staff who were still on military 
duty at 30th June, 1946, t·eturned to the Museulll, and subse· 
quently Mr. F . H. West, Attendant, was transferred to aa· 
other Department. 'fhe resulting vacancy was filled by the 
appointment of .Mr. L . Pattou as Attendant. 

An additional Assistant Mechanic; was appointed during th9 
year, Mr. J. Baldie being selected for the position. 

3. Field Work . 

Mr. H. 0. Fletcher visited Borenore where he collected 
Silurian trilobites and corals, and TJtuddungra, near Young, 
where be inspected a reported occurrence of fossils in a 
magnesite deposit. He also inspected a newly-recorded horizon 
of Permiau Marine fossils at Bunagorang in eompany with 
officers of the New South Wales Geological Survey. 

?fir. F. D. McCarthy, as opportunity offered, continued the 
recording of groups of abol'iginal rock carvings. 

Miss E. C. Pope carried out field work along the beaches 
of the Far North Coast of New South Wales, and also spent 
a few days collecting at Angourie. 

:Mr. J. H. Wright, accompanied by Messrs. G. Binsted, 
H. D. Hughes and R. Maekay, spent a week in the field at 
Wyong and gave instruction in fiel<l methods to the younger 
staff members. 

Messl's. H. D. Hughes and R. Gaven accompanied :Mr. A. 
Musgrave to Barrington Tops and gained useful field experi· 
ence. 

4 . Gallery Ex hibits. 
The east made of a huge Shark·ray from North Queensland 

was placed on exhibition and forms a striking addition to tlte 
gallery exhibits. 

Improvements have been made in the exhibits in the Reptile 
Gallery, and changes are being made in the type of exhibit in 
the Bird Ga.llery. 

The completed model of an Australian aboriginal was 
plaeed on exhibition in the Entrance Hall. 

Mr. E. J. L. Hallstront generously donated a sum of five 
hundred pounds to the Trustees for the purpose of collecting 
the necessary material an'd installing a habitat group of Black 
Cockatoos. This generous action is greatly appreciated and 
it is a matter for regret that with eJcisting shortages of 
labour and material, it has not yet been possible to arra.nge 
for the construction work necessary before the assembly of 
the group itself. 

5. Library. 
During the year 819 volumes were added to the library, 

inespective of unbound parts and pamphlets. Overseas ex· 
changes are being received in expa~ding numbers, and it ia 
gratifying to report that some senes are now eomplete to 
date . 



Whilst the library is intended primarily for the staff, i~ 
is also atcessible to research worker.s a~d students, .m~ny o 
'\\'hom use it freelv. .\part from sc1enhfic workers 1t 1s also 
availed of by members of the press, artists, and others. 

As in pre\'ious \'ears books have been lent as .inter·.library 
loans to departments and various institutions m <hfferent 
parts of the (;ommouwealth. By nnaugcment, m~n,v iilm· 
strips hnve been made for distant work~~·s, t~ms ~~ ,·ot<lmg . the 
despatch of costly nn<l he~''." ''olume~. ~he hbrar~an .has a ls~ 
cle\'ote£1 a consi<lerable portion of Ius bole to ~<ht~nnl wor 
mul the supe1Tision 11f printing of museum pubhcatJons. 

6 . Publications. 

During the year Yolum~ l,i'!' P:n.ts 2, 3 and 4 of the 
",\ustralian :\luseum .)fagaztne were 1ssued. 

\'olumc XXl of the Records was completed with the issue 
of Part 8 in )fay, 1947. 

:\fcmoirs IX and X were issued \luring the ~·ear. Th~y 
~omprised :m account of th~ Stone Imt>lements of Austr~ha, 
bv P D. :l.IcCarthY and a Catalogue of the CernmbyclClae 
(Colcoptcra) of A{t~traliu, by K. C. McKeown. 

Armngements were made for printing a seco~l<l edition of 
"Australian Aboriginal nccorative Art" for whld1 there hatl 
hel'll a steady demand since the fil'st edition was exhoustecl. 

7 . Lectures. 
The Popular Science Lectures delivered at the :Museu_m were 

well nttcnded and provided inform:ttion for the publtc on n 
\'ariety of subjects. 

The lectures to school children, as usual, aroused a good 
deal of interest amongst the pupils attending. 

The attendances at the lectures wore :ts follows:-

11 Popular Science Lectures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94.0 

2 

13 School Lectures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,297 

:\!cmbct·s of the staft' a lso dclivcl·cd a n umber of lectures 
to scientific societies and groups interested in various aspect~ 
of natural history. 

8 . Education Officer. 
The Education Officer conducted a large number of school 

cl:tsses and brought the Museum into closer touch with a 
number of the schools. However, cal"ly in 1947 he was tra.ns· 
ferred from the .Museum to other work. It is hoped to obtain 
replacement of this officer so that the work with the schools 
eau be continued and expanded. •rhe work aroused tbe interest 
of both teachers and children and gave signs of being just 
as successful as it has proved to be in other c'Ountries. 

9. Broadcasting. 
The Staff has continued to make its contribution t o t he 

nature study sessions of the school broa<lcasts by the Austra· 
lian Broa<lcasting Commission. 

10. Films. 
The film showing the occurrence nnd use of Building Stones 

of Xew South Wales wa~ complt>ted. Further shots wer<' 
obt:lined to eomplet<' the film on the ):atnral History of the 
Barringtou Tops district. and ot·~a,ional shots wer<' oht3incd, 
ns opportunity offered, for a mnmmal film. 

11 . Buildings and Equipment. 
Portion of the C'oll<'g<' !-;tt·eet front of the lnli lding wa'! 

~lc:tlll·cleancd. resulting in \'<'I'Y great improvement in the 
~rpcrtrance of the building. 

. Work was commenred on thl' building of mezz3nine floors 
m. the. rooms ?~ the cutoml\logist :nHl the conchologist. This 
wtll gn·e add1honal ~pnr·t• :nnl imprO\'t><l c·onditions for th1• 

'torage of specimenq in those two clcpartmcuts. 

The. glass roof of th~ huilrling suffered severe d:tmage in 
th" ha1l~torm of 1st .J:utnar~·. 1!147-mort> th:m nn(' hundred 
p:nH.'~ wc!e broken-:tnc~ the roof was rrndcr€'d wc;~thC'r·proof 
temporanly by a covenne; of galv:tniZ!.'fl iron. 

Thr storage problem is still a••utl•. .\ sum of money w;~s 
]>lnced on the Loan E~timnl~~ for a ~mall brit>k storage 'build 
tug, hut the amount pt·ovtdcd would not hi' sufficient for 
th~ propose<l builrling in \'it>w of in~rease•l <'osts. 

12. Finance. 
rh~ total expenditurr from C'onsolirhted Revenue Funr! fnt· 

the .n•1r (ex<"ludinq Statutorv Rnc!owm<'nt of £1.000) wa• 
~21l.!l27. 2~. ilcl., compared with £17,4~:; i•. 3<1. last "\'C:tr. NC't 
'Xll!'nchtnre from Trustees' Ac'<'ount Funds (in<'ludi~g Statu· 
torv F.nrlowmeut) was £!169 .Jq, 6cl. compared with £577 }4o 3c' 
for 1945·46. ' '· ' '· 

The cosh balance in 1he Trustees' Account at 30th Jun 
1947, was £1,178 7s. 10d. TruKte~s· Inv~sted Funds at 301~ 
,June, 1947, were:. Commonweal~h .,rnscnbed Stock, £1,750, 
Commonwealth Sav1ngs Bank, £-,6-3 9s. Gd. 

Statement of Receipts and ~Jxprntlilure for tl1e year is con. 
tuined in Appendix B. 

13. Public Attendances. 

Stnlistics of attendan r·es fo r the ycnrs 1937·38 
nrc at! follows:-

1937-38 
1938·39 
1939·40 
Hl40·41 
1941·4~ 
1942·43 
1!143·44 
194-1·45 
l!l4G·4G 
194().47 

Weck•<lays. 

157,161 
1.i3,731 
170,354 
1!14,249 
172,278 
176,129 
200,.i20 
J78,:n7 
160,ii84 
120,194 

Sundays. 

54,8{)9 
52,154 
G3,907 
7;),994 
i3,77;i 
80,985 
82,751 
78,397 
67,922 
54,801 

to 1946·47 

Total. 

211,970 
207,905 
234,261 
270,243 
246,053 
257,114 
283,~il 
256,714 
228,.506 
174,995 

'J'hc llgure fo1· 1946·17 shows a very decided decrease in 
the number of visitot·s to tl1c Museum. 'l'h is hns caused the 
'J'rustoes some thought, but it cloca not seem possible to give 
any specific rP.ason for the dect·cnst'. It is noteworth.l' that 
the nttend3nces on Sundays have not dropped below the pre· 
w:tr ligurc~ hut that the great dc<>rcnsc has been in week·dnv 
:1 ttenda nc-cs'. · 

14. Narrandera Museum. 

The Director 1·isite<l Narrandera to discuss with interested 
persons proposals for the future . o~ the 2.Iuscum, .and fur· 
nishcd n report thcreon to the ~li111ster for Educahon. 

:.\!r. 0. C. Clutton also \'isitcd the Nnrrnndcra ~luseum for 
the purpose of inspecting the collcctions and gi\·ing nd1·iee and 
nssistnnce fo1· their p1·oper cnre nnrl preservation. 

1 S. Thefb of Butterflies from the Collections in Australian 
Museum a. 

In January, 19H, it wns found that many specimens were 
missing from the collection of A ustrnlian Butterflies in the 
National :.\f useun1, Melbourne. A check of the similnr collee· 
tions in the South A ustrnlian :.\1uscum, Adelaide, and the 
.\ustralian )!useum re\'e3led that specimens were also missing 
from those institutions. The totnl number of missing spe~i· 
mens was about 3,0(){) (1,600 from Sydney, 800 from Mel· 
bourne and 600 from Adelaitle). As :1 result of inquiries which 
were made, the matter was plac-ed in the hands of the Polie.e 
authorities, who conununicnted with Scotland Yard. Ulh· 
mntely, Scotland Yard officers rrcovcred some 3,000 specimens 
f rom Colin Wyntt, of Farnhnm, !';urrey. Wyatt was charged 
at West U nm Magistrntc's C'ourt on Wednesrln~·. 21st )~ny, 
1947, with hnving these stolen hnttt'l'flies in his posse•s10n. 
He pleadc<l guil ty and wns fined £ 100 by the magistrate. 

'J'he specimens we1·e •·etnrnc<l to Austrnlia and nrr:wgemenh 
ma<lc for the entomologi'<tll of lh<' three :\!useums to ~cct 
ancl sort out the specimc>ns belonging to the vnrions collectton~. 

At the request of the •rruste<'s, the Chairman of the Publi~ 
Rcrvice Board arranged for :m in\'{~stigatiou b~· .)!r. Inspector 
O'Dounell and ~Ir. Sl'nior Auditor .Jcaycs into thP metb~s 
:tdopt!'d to SE'cure thl' s:lft•·k{'<'ping of :\£usenn1 <'Xhibit~ .at tin.~ 
:\luseum. .:\.ft('r comlnC'Iing 1111 r'xhanstiw inquir.'· the JO\'C~It· 
g:ttors furnished a report to thr Public· Sel'\'ic·~ Roan~. in. wind; 
thcir main conclusion J'rads: "Following our exnmwatton ° 
the prest>nt situntion it is our onini<>tt tl1nt thc ~!usNllll 
:tn!IIOI'ilics a rc taking nil rr:t,I\Hni>J;. pt'L'I'nnlions to wntch t1.1c 
intrrt>sts of tht> Tl'llst<'l'8 and of th<' instil ut ion gNterolly 111 

t·egard to the sa fC! · It l'I'J•ing of 1111• rxhihits in its t•hnnrc · · · 
'rh<' opinions expr<'s<t•rl a~ to llw adf'I'JH:H·y of ('xisting l'reenuj 
tion~ nrl', ns iudic·:ltrd in th{' hod\' of this report. t~~llucnrr• 
111 a rlegrer hv :tr<"I'Jil!IU<'l' ut' tltt• · prinl'iplt• th:1t tht• )ftt•r~uu 
shoulrl not h.e 'undu]~· h:nll(ll't'l'<~ in its fundi.on of c•nr.,urnC!11!,~ 
au<J Jl'01llO!tllg' T!"l':trt•h. ')'111,, III\Wl'\"1'1'. IS :t<SUtllt!O to 
h:1~ir• to th,. yn·11hlt•m." 

'1'1 I' . I 'r . I l t tl , (-nlkrlintt' ll• JIO lC·Y nt t lP l'll..,t•·t~~ \\'Jt 1 rfu':ln 0 If I 
:t\':tilalJII' for sturh' is that rPasonahlc• a::-c·<'" ~houltl J,,. ~r.mlt' 
to t. .. n:t fi<l<' sttt<l<'nt<. 

16. The Collections and Scientific Work. 
'J'h,. C'Xhihi ls :tnrl ~> I<H'C'II c•ollN•Iions h:n·c rt'CC'i\'r'tl rrgul~~ 

. . . tndcqun•• 
ntt1•utwn :1t11l arc· in uocHl onll·r. Rtnragl' spacr ts. 11 • For 
:1 ncl fot· <01111' p:1t' ts 11f the c·olkd ions is quite uusmtahl<' . . IJ•r· 
fhr pmprr preS{'J'\':tlion of snm1• JHtrtinns of 1111' stcH'L'II '1~ 1',,] lions if is t'SSCntinl that till' stnr:1gc• spnrr shonlrl hr. t

1
m; ;[a,:1,, 

ft·om <lust and fr11111 clamp. l'util ~urh spnl'C is pron• '''. ·itlll' 
will :tlway~ be th<- prohl~m nt' t•omhnting du<l ;u.ul .~nl Tb•' 
moulcl<! winch :~ttnek spccuneus undcr rhmp c'lltultt~<>11 · 1 r r••· 
on!~· satisfactor." •olution whi('h c:111 hr rm·is:JC'('tl 1l t ~ 01f-.·l ~i11ion of n new huilrlin~ in whirh thr C'olle~Hons t•:ln '<' 

1 
tior.. 

undc>r condition' •:lti~f:trtor~· for tlwir c>:lr<:' ancl J>rr"·n~ 



SOUIC ol' the gallery exhibit:~ liUffered c·ouMidoral>lo damage 
as 11 result of a se,•erc hailstorm on 1st Jnuuury, 194.7, which 
damaged more than one hundred panes oi ght~s in the roof 
of the building. 

A "nluable ncce~:sion wns the gift, by the Commonwealth 
Dunk :wthoritics, through the good offices of Mr. V. Clayton, 
ot hlocks "hich had bl'l11l used in illustrntion of tht• public:_~· 
tion "Bank .:-:otes." 'l'bese int'lu<lcd many natural hbtory 
:;ubjcvts and will be of great use from time to time, as illus· 
tration& und in prepnrnt ion of lantl•rn slides. 

Members of the stl\fl: contrilJutcd !U'ticlcs for the :.luseum 
~ng:~zinc, a publiration which retains its popularity with tho 
public. )lt>mhcr::~ of the St~ff al::~o, .n::~. usual, deli,·e•·ed .numl'rous 
lectures and talks to ,·anous soctches and groups tntcrcsted 
it1 naturnl history. 

Bird~. (J. H. Kinghorn in charge, J . A. Kcast, liticntific 
Trainee.) 

Of tl1c many spN•imcns forwarded for identifi~at ion or 
information, very few were in n lit condition to atld lo t he 
rdercnrc collections. 'l'hc referen<-c collections in the g:tllcry 
drawers, autl those in the bird room and basement, ha,·e re· 
cei\'Cd regnl:1r attentiou and o<·~·asional ~be~king against the 
registers ancl card indices. 'l'hc remaining boxes containing 
the .llatCillivray collcct.ion of eggs have boon nnpacl<ccl, the 
clutches scpamtcd into small boxes, and stored in the en binets 
but they h:t\'C not, as yet, been registered or arranged in 
~ystematic ordt>r. 

:Mildew t-ontinues to affect birds and eggs in the basement, 
and though tho prcpumtors have treated the birds, practically 
nothing can be done a bout tho eggs bcean~c of their delicate 
shelJs. Unless suitable accommodation ran be found within 
the next )'ear or two, many valuable clutches will be pcrman· 
ently stained and ruined. 

Several O\'Crseas and interstate ornithologists have worked 
at certain groups or genera, and every help possible has been 
given to thrm, but the basement is not a satisfactory place 
for ,·isitors to work in. 

Reports on the economi<·s of certRin specie~, including quail, 
ibis, and ducks, have lwcn made to the Department of Agri· 
culture, and ad\·ice on importations and exportations given to 
the Chief Rccretary and the Customs Department. 

lleptiles and Batrachians. (J. R. Kinghorn in <:hargc.•) 

More tban three hundred and thirty specimens were added 
to the collections; of these, most were obtained by ex<;hange 
with the IIebrcw University, Jerusalem, the remainder being 
presented by individual donors. 

The spirit collections receive weekly attention, and most 
of the "old collection'' unidentified specimens have been named 
and pl;!ced in their correct positions on the shelves. The regis· 
trr~ and catalogues are kept up·to·datc. and occasional checks 
are made with these in relation to the specimens. 

Many rare specimens, including types, ha vc been examined 
for overseas workers, this often calling for scale counts of 
larg~ series. On occasions during the last six months, many 
s~ec1mens have been examined in grea.t detail for a herpetolo· 
g1st at the South Austmlian Museum, and results and advice 
given to bim from time to time. A considerable amount of 
wor~ has been done on the genus Tympanocryptis; a new 
spec1es of Typlllop$ has been described from New Britain and 
much work has been done on the genus Rhynchoclaps and 
allied groups of snakes. 

Jfammal.~ antl Skeletons. (E. Le G. Troughton in charge.) 

In ~dd.ition to the routine attention to the skin and spirit 
collectlons, a re·arrangemcnt of a section of the skin and 
('fanial sp<'rimens was rarri<'d out by Mr. Barnes, makin~ 
space for the considerable eollcction of New Guinea material 
''·hich. rcsul.t<'d from thr scrub t,,·phus investigations in con· 
.1unchon \nth the A.LF. Scientific Sedion and the F.S.A. 
Typhus <;ommiss!on .. Curatorial llttention ;~ns specinll.v con· 
rcrned wt~h the UHlcxn1g and storage of more than 200 speei· 
men~ (sktna and skuiiR). A r·cprcsentati\•o series of spirit 
~pec1mens was aJso dealt with. 

Series of spcMmen~ for demonstration purposes were selt>cted 
f?r. des)?ateh to the 7.oology Depnrtment of the New England 
1m~erstty College; 'fhe 'l'ca<'hcrs' 'rraining College at Pieter· 
mnr~tzburg; The Unh•er~ity nt Poona; and the JTe'brrw Uu.i· 
vcrsrty :.t .Jt>rusalrm. Suitable srecimt>ns were requested in 
l'XChangr, and interesting matl'rinl has alrra<lY been received 
from the institutions at Pietermaritzburg and Jerusalem. 

Co~siderablc time was given to the writing of captions for 
a senes of .sheets of stamps presented by Mr. J. W. Dovey 
as a .co~lechon representative of "Zoological Philately." The 
descrtphvc matter. denling with 70 odd sheets, was completed 
to the donor's satisfaction. 

Information nod facilities were provided for Mr. E. Worrell 
for rollecting in th(' Northern TPrritory, and for Messrs. 
Shaw :.\layer, Waiter Goodfellow, and Lawrence for collecting 
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iu New Uuino.la. A sor·ics of trec·kangaroos (De,I(Lrolag1M) 
from the .Mt. llagen region of ~ew Guinea, coUecte<l at alti· 
tudes ot' 9·11 thousand tcet by :\lr. X. B. lllood, of the Adrnin· 
istrati,·c l-lcrvicc, and sent to Ta•·onga Park, were provision:1lly 
icloutifiod :~t the r('(JUCst of thl• ~upcrintcndeut. Arrange: 
mcnts for C\'entual presentation of the specimens to the 
Museum were made hy the collector, and two specimens have 
already bel'U recei\'cd. 

'l'he usual cou.sultations wet·<: hold with the Chief Secretary's 
Department; as a result, a threo·months' open season declal·ecl 
for kangar·oos in the i\lonaro di~trict dul'ing an C'XC·<!~Si\'ely 
l!C\'ere winter· period was reducl•d to one: mouth; a report waH 
supplied regarding the Protection Act in relation to tho platy· 
pus and t·equests fot· tho exportation of rugs, and a report was 
~npplicd rccommencliug ahsolutl' tn·obihitiou of the introduc· 
tion of the Golden llamster (,·ole family of rodents), in view 
of its extreme fecundity, dc~tru<·tive pln~uc occurrences, and 
as>odation with epidemic diwrtMeS. Gi•lll.'ral assist:mce in· 
dude<): the Premier'~ Department regarding the fauua of 
Mount J{oseiusko; the !Jepartment of .\griculture I'cgariliug 
indigenous and exotic mammals; the C.S.I.H. regarding id1mti 
llcation of whales stranded on the coast; the Anatomy Depart· 
ment of the University regarding spe<:imens of various or~ers 
of mammals for research; tho McMaster Laboratory regarding 
the importation of monk&J!> and rodents for J'esea1·ch purposes, 
and the St·hool of Puhlic Health and Tropical )leclicine on 
hats and other mammals, regarding resean·hes in para~itology. 
'l'he City Health Officer and Dental As'o~intion were supplied 
with specimens and information for Health Week Display. 

Amo••gst the mainly skeletnl material supplied for demon· 
stration purposes to local and O\'erseas institutions was the 
skeleton of a platypus for the l'ni\'ersity at Poona, and another 
is under preparation for the New England l.Jniversity Colle~e. 
In retu•·n, interesting nania ha\'c already been received from 
the Hebrew Uni,•ersity at .Jerusalem. Cranial and dental 
material was made available for stud~· by under·graduate and 
post·graduate students, and for ~Irs. W. S. C. Stark, of a 
Netherlands university. A preliminary examination has been 
made of a very long series of mncropocl crania submitted for 
identification by the Director of the;> South Australian Museum 
on behnlf of br. Southcott in relation to his researches in 
parasitology. 

With a ,dew to subsequent revision, preliminary research 
wo1·k was c·arried out upon the marsupial genera 8m-inthop8i8 
and Dendrolagu8, and the bat genera Taplw::<ms aud Saccolai· 
1'~us. A report on the mammalian fauna of the Kosciusko 
regiou, in relation to the general need for conser,•ation, was 
submitted in coDllection with the nahu·ul history survey 
arranged by a combined Committee of tbr Linnean nnd Royal 
Zoological Societies on behalf of the Kosciusko State Park 
Trust. 'rhe following articles were submitted for publica· 
tion: On ''Wildlifo and Soil Consen·ation'' for the special 
Arbour Day Supplement of the ·'Education Gazette"; Notes 
on Museum Fiel<l·worl<, and on the marnmnlinn fauna of New 
Guinea, for the journal of the School of Plloific Admiuistra· 
tion; an introduction to the marsupial order for the "Junior 
Encyclopaedia"; an article for the ":.luseum "lfagazine" on 
the birth of kangaroo twins and triplets. 

Fi8he8. (Mr. G. P. Whitley in charge.) 
"lfore than a thousand fishes (chief!)' .\therines, and includ· 

ing the types of a. new species of Bream) were presented by 
the Division of Fisheries, C.S.I.R. From Oceat1 Island, Lt.­
Coloncl P. B. Laxton sent a collection including some species 
new to our collections. A collection of frl•,h·water fishe' from 
inland Queen~land was purchased from )fr. ~. Genr~·. Dupli· 
cates of some unnamed "Endeavour" fishes were registered. 

By ex~hange, we rec-eived European species from Professot· 
T. Gislen, Lund, Swt>den, and Palestine fishes from the Hebrew 
l'n.iversit~·. Jerusalem. Some interestiu~ ~h:~rks' jnws were 
receh·ec) from South Africa, Western Australia and Xew South 
Wales, as \Yell as a vnriety of tishes from private donors. 

Two typc·specimcns of Tongue Soles were lent to Dr. P. 
Cllabanuad, Paris, and a cast of one of our Latimeria scales 
wns madr for Dr. P. Fischer, :d~o of the Paris ~Iust'nm. Speci· 
mens wcrr seut to A. Rveto\'iclov, Academ~· of Sciences, Lenin· 
gr:1d, in :Jnticipation of an cxchnnge. 

No collecting trips were mnde this ~·cnr, apart from hrief 
\'isits to the local 11hore·line during favourable tides. 

The Rhark Ray exhibit was ~ompleted for display, other· 
wise only minor additions to the gallery have been made. 
The Spirit House collections are in good order and praotic· 
alJy all the year's acquisitions have been registered, catalogued 
and distributed. 

Owing to prl'ssurt> of routine work, rrsearch work waR 
limited to describing some new or rare fishes in the "Endeavour" 
and Mn~!'nm series. Prol!:r<'ss was made on the second part 
of the ''Fishes of Australia," and ke~·s to genera and species 
prepared. 



Advice on the standardization of ''ernacular names of ~ood 
fishes in the various States was given to the Intersi!te la~~ 
!erence of Fisheries Inspectors, and a sclreme was u • . 
for adoption throughout the Commonwealth.. lnformahot; 
:ibout fish imported from South Africa was given to severa 
commercial firms. PI ·1 

The stamps depicting fishes in the Dovey "Zoolog~cal . 11 nf 
telr" collection were classified. l\Iaps of t~e Edistnbu~aoG ~­
food fishes were drnwn for the Lecturer m con?mic . e . 
graphy University of Western Australia. Jcbthyolog1~~ ~llf~) · 
m•at ioi1' was given to the Bt·itish Museum (Natnrnl . .'~Or) f 
A;ncriran Museum of Natural History, cth.s).I.Rth. D~·Tt ~a 
Fisheries (Cronulla, Melbourne and Per , . e a ~ or? • 
::;late Fisheries Laboratory, and the Australian SCJenhfie 
!llission, Tokyo. 

I n.-crts and .t.traclmids. (.\. ::11usgra':e in charge, and K. C. 
::IIcKeown · Naney B. Adams, Asststant.) 

I<lentificatio~ of specimens and preparation of i?forl_llation 
for the public occupied much time, inquiries regard1ng mseets 
being especially numerous. . . 

The collection of Australian Diptera of the fa~uhes 
Anthomyiidae and Tacbinidae was overhauled a~d t~e la_t_ern· 
hare eat"alogued. A catalogue of the:' Australian ret~1gonn<lne 
was prepared. References in 11 Bibliography of Cyrt1dn? we~·c 
c•hetked for Mr. N. J. B. Plomley, of the Queen V1ctorw 
.l\Iu~eum, Launceston. A enlalogne was also vrepared. of the 
Australian moths of the famil~· Noctuidae. Informat~on wnq 
~ollected about the l<'renc·h collc>rtor and naturalist, P. 
Verreaux. 

The Barrington Tops Plateau was nsited in January, 11 
lar~e number of specimens being collected and colour films 
taken for a film of the district which is now in course of 
preparation. 

An exhaustive check was made of the Waterhouse Collec· 
tion of Australian butterflies, following the disco,·ery of the 
theft of a considerable number of specimens. 

Miss Adams prepared dmwings to illustrate pape1·.s for 
publication. She also worked on the Goldiinch Collect1on of 
Moths, and placed many spec-imens of beetles in their place 
in the cabinet collections. 

Sllclls. (Joyce Allan in charge.) 

During the year re\"'ision of the Pel~~ypoda Reference ~ol· 
lection was continued and several fam1hes completely rev1sed 
nceording to modern nomenclature. 

A \"cry large number of pri\'ate nnd school coll~ctions were 
received for identification. Information and assistance was 
also supplied to various newspapers, Fisheries Departments 
iu Sydney, Brisbane and Mackny; to the Fisheries Division, 
C.S.I.R., Cronulla, Syclney; Zoology Department, Universities 
of Sydney ancl Brisbane; School of 'I'ropical Medicine, and 
Depnrtment of Trade and Commer~e; University College, 
Christchurclt, New Zealand; Geological Sm·vey, Wellington, 
N .Z., and to a number of overseas institutions and scientific 
workers. 

During the year the duplicate collection of shells, which is 
mainly used for school collections, exchanges and exhibition 
purposes, was moved from the basement of the main build­
ins:!' to the new store. An exhibit of economic shells was 
arrtlllged for the Royal Easter Show. 

Field work has been carried out locally when particular 
specimens 'vere required. 

Research was continued on the identification of pclagic 
<•ephnlopocls for the C.S.J.R. Fisheries Division, Cronulla, and 
:1 pn per on this is now in course of preparation. Work on 
Opisthobranchia collected nt the Cltnence River Heads was 
<mTiNl out, and the results of work on the Nudibranchia were 
puhli~<hecl in the Re~ords, Vol. XXT, 1947. Further work on 
this colleetion has been carried out and also on the Opistho­
brnnchia of Lord Howo Island. 

\ t the request of th<' Fisheries Division, C.S.I.R., Cronulla, 
an artic•le was prepared on the economics of the Troc11s Shell 
nncl this nppeared in n rrrent issue of the '"Fisheries Xews: 
l<>ttt•r." Assistance in research work on the Rp,-ision of the 
t"n milies Ri~soidac and ::11arginelliclne h:1~ heen gh·en to )fr. C. 
L:t~t·~on, Honorar~· <:"o!respondC'nt, who is undNtnking the 
re\·a~aon of St·l·cral dtfficult mollust•nn g1·oups. using his own 
pri\"Htr l'Olle<·tiou as a basis for !hi~ work. 

Considerable interest was nrousccl nmongst eeonolllic zoolo· 
A"isl• on the prcva l~nce of, nncl the dnm:tg<' cnuscd to cultivated 
<·a·ops h,l', an African SIH'Caes or lnrgc ta·ee snail introduced 
into New Guinea, New Ba·it:lin nnd other islands by the 
.Tnp:~_ne~c cluring .their tempor~r.l' oc<>upntion during the war. 
Specameus of th1s were recCJvrd for identification and its 
presence in the South Pacific was of unusual interest. 

During August-Septembcr, 1946,_ t~e Congress held by the 
A u-tralian and ~ew Zealnncl Assot·aahou for the A.d\"ancement 
r1f Science was attend<'<! tnad :t short paper re:1d to ~ec-tion ]) 

on the "Present Position of the :llolluscan Fauna of !ua. 
tralia." The opportunity wa~ taken to work _with the Con. 
<·hologist :tt the South Austra~1an l\I~seum, a!id 1t _was posaible 
to clear up many conchologacul m.atters mtb hnn and also 
with Dr. ~[arwic~, o~ the New Zcnland Geolo~cal Survey; 
l\fiss lreue Crespm, Common wt·~•lth _Palaeo~tolog1st; the late 
Dr. J.'. Singleton, 11elbourn(' Umversity i M1ss H. ))facpberson, 
Conchologist, N:.ttioual :Museum, :'l.lelhourne, and several others 
altentling the Conference. 

During the latter part of 1946, D~·· Paul Fis.claer, Unil•orsitv 
of Paris worked on thl' 0oncll01ogwal col lectiOns for sc1·ornl 
months ~ this Departm~nl, nncl lllU<'h benefit was gained from 
this overseas contact. 

Cruslncra at1d Other Invertebrate CroupN. (F. A. )fcXciiJ in 
charge; Eliznbeth C. Pope, )LSc.) 

The complete re,·ision. chc:'rking and re-arrangement of the 
rC'fl•renco collection of Echiuodt•amata . was practically com. 
pletcd. Xumerous sm:~IJ batch<'s of spec1mens acquired during 
rec<'nt vears were inc1>rporatccl in the collection, as was also 
11 large portion of the collection of Crustacea Amphipoda 
handed o1·er by Mr. K. Shearcl. 

Collections mode hy Miss POJlC nlong the northern coast of 
New South Wales were stucliccl and named. 

'l'lte steel storage staeks containing the d1·y collections wer~ 
transferred to tl1e main builcl ing where they are now more 
readily accessible for study nncl reference. 

Freshwater Bryozoa were sent to ?.f. A. W. Racourt, of 
Leiden H olland, who studied and identified them. Named 
species' of Echinodermata were received from Dr. H. Lyman 
Clark. Sea urchins sent to Dr. )f ortensen at Copenhagen for 
study were named and returned to our colleetion. 

Assistance rendered to other institutions and to indh·idual~ 
was extensive and included: Department of Agriculture, t~h· 
nical information on a commercial move to import earthworms 
from New Zealand; Mr. F. Allcn, of C.S.I.R. Fisheries Divi· 
aion assistance in study of Bryozoa concerned in fouling 
gro,:•ths; Dr. F lorence, jnformntion on literature concerning 
bathers' itch · Commonwealth Dep11rtment of Commerce and 
Agriculture, provision of crabs and crayfis!l fo~ exhibit at 
Royal Easter Sbow. A list of type sponges IS bemg prepared 
for use by Dr. Laubenfels. 

Miss Pope c-arried out 1ield work along the northern coast of 
New South Wales and made extensi\·e collections. She also 
collected Eupbau.sjd shrimps at Parsley Bay, Port Jaekson, 
following a report of unprecedented swarming. 

Research work l1as been continued on the stalked barnacles, 
nnd cytological work on the flatworms has been continued. 

'rhe invertebrate exhibit in the gallery suffered extensive 
dnmagc during a hailstorm on 1st .Janu:u·.r, 1947, and adl":\11· 
tngc was tnken of the opportunity to. re·nrrange and improl"c 
much of this exhibit. 

A collection of represcntativ<> cehinoderms was asscm.blccl 
and sent to the Zoology Department of New England llmm· 
sity College. 

.Minerals. (R 0. Chnlmers, A.S.T.C., in charge; J. F. Lo,·ering, 
Scientific Trainee; Frida Sadas, Assist11nt.) 

Registrations totalled l 14 specimens. Donations in~lude 
three lnrge crystals of scheelite from .1\undle. Xew Soutb 
Wales (1lr. Martin Zwer), a fine polished slnb of green gar~et 
from Nelson New Zealand (Dr. P .• \f:lrshall), UJJd a seraes 
of minerals from the Londondc>ny Feldspar Quarry, WLst;r)u 
Australia (Australinn Glass ::l'lanufacturers· Co. Pty. t.- · 
'rhis latter h•cludes the lithium minerals, petalitc and lep1~o· 
lite, an<l two new beryllium minerals, clnplexite and bowle)'; ~ 
A fine specimen of duplc>xito from Londonderry was prcsrnt~~ 
b,\' llfr. A. D. Comhe, wl1o al~tl gt•n('rnusly pres?nted to 
Museum his lnrge :tnd ''<'t·y filw mincrnl collcetaon. 

Ap11roximatelY 1 i2 inq uiric>, ll"l'l'e de:llt with. Appare~tl~l· 
· h b en drrtn'' muC'h stimulus in the study nf l{l'llllllolog-y ns. .e \u• 

fa·o~1 tlae formation of th<> (;l'll~moh>gieal .\•~~<'111~1~n- o;d~le<l 
trnlln bccam;e n larg<' pronnrlwn of these uaqmr~t·• : .. 

1
,, 

to fht' identification of ~c>mstones. .\s well as from ~~~::~1 incliYitluals these inqni ri es e:11nc from Go,·ermnent I_~~-.'., .. 
ment~ (e.e;., ,·arious J)i,·isions of C.R.I.R.) and lndu<tr\· <-~f 
.\.\\'.,\ .. )[('tz Golcl )fine~. etc. ) . On request a srlrt·~on ,

311 r~alin·adi\'c minerals was lonaU'd to thl' Comuaonwe~lth u.~~ou 
of C:t.>ologv, C:eophysi~s tllld Mint'ntl Resonr<'CS m eonnet i• 
with a. lannd-book for prosprl'lors whirh the Bnr<'311 • 
pa·epnring. 

- to the 'let· 1\ (•onsicl('rable amount of assistanc•r was gavcn. ~tion 
ropolitan Water, S('weragp :mcl Thainagp Doarrl 111 connr 
with the preparation of thl'ir gt•ologit•al r('lief moc!C'I. 

'
• . · b . facilities iu araou~ people ha,·c mad(' usp of the 11 rar~ · . 

3
1th 

the DcpartmPnt. Pspeei:lllv llr. L. K 1\och, Conunont:; of 
RrsC':treh Fellow in GPolo~.'·, in romwrtion with his stnc 1 

,·arious s~·stcm« of clett•rminatin• mineralogy. 



pocks. (R. 0 . Chnlmers in charge; J. F. Lovcring, Seicntific 
Trninec; F'rida Snchs, Assistant.) 

Specimens regist<'rc:>d numbered fifty-eight. 

,\ number of Xt•w Zealand specimens were added to the 
eollection, notably a large polished slab of spl1eroidal granite 
presented by the X<>w Zt'aland Government and a number of 
intrresting speeinwns, inc·luding also some spheroidal granites, 
presented b~· Dr. P. :IJnrshall. 

On behalf of till' British :Museum a request for polished 
slabs of Austr:tlian marbles was made to the firm of )lclocco 
Bros., who had been of assistance in the making of the 
"Building Stones'' film. 'fhe firm generously presented a hand­
some set of ~;ixtccn polish<>d slabs and also presented a dupli 
cate set to this :llust>um. 

:Mr. W. J. Nicholls. of Rylstone, and 2.£r. IT. G. llrtmmonrl, 
of Werris Creek, ulso prt>scnted specimens. 

Until the end of September much work was canied out in 
completing the "Building Stones" film, including two visits to 
the country rtnd numerous visits to Sydney localities. All 
editing and preparation of titles was done in this period. 

Two metcoritC>~ WC're sent for display in the Sydney Observa­
tory on extended loan. 

Storage ronditions of the rotk collection have been unsatis­
factory during the year, due to thll very poor lighting and 
to t he leaking con<lition of the roof. Arrangements are in 
b3nd to remedy tl1csC' two matters. 

Some pl·eliminnry loihliogmphical work was clone in eonncc­
tion with metlioch of mrteorite :malysis. 

Fossils. (H. 0. Fletc•h(>r in ch3rge.) 

Acquisitions during the year ended 30th June, 1947, totalled 
572 specimens, of which 322 were donations and 250 were 
collected during field-work. 

Collections of outstanding interest inelnde Siluriau trilobite 
remains from Borenorc. 'J'hese specimens were presented by 
Mr. G. :\IcDonald and prO\'ed to be a new species of Encrinu­
rus. Further Permi:w fossils from Rylstone were presented 
by :Mr. W. Nicholls. Well-preserved corals of Silurian age 
from Mt. Frome, near )lud~ree, were donated by Mr. H. Barton. 
A fine series of eight~·-c>iU'ht specimens of Streptorhynchus 
senilis Phillips, f1·om the· Upper Permian of Pelican Creek, 
Bowen Uiver Coalfield, was received from the Geological Sur­
vey of Ne\v South Wale•s. A representative series of Car­
boniferous fossils from the Bu rindi Series near Eccleston, Bar­
rington Tops, ''ns dOna\cd hy ~Ir. G. D. Gilbert. A fmther 
collection of insect remains from the Permian insect horizon 
at Bclmont wus presented by Mr. 0. le M. Knight and Mr. 
D. Walker. Mr. Knight also presented a small series of well· 
preserve(! ex:unplPs of J.r·pidod<'nclron from Devoninn deposits 
nt Ynlwal, near Nowra. 

The followiug holot.YpCij of new Dryozoau species were added 
to the c"'llection during the year: StenodisO"us stanwellensis, 
Fistulipora etheriilgei, Leioclema. porosa. T he species were 
described l>y :Mrs. Beattie from Australian Museum specimens. 

During the year some time was devoted to the sorting, 
classification and cataloguing of the collection, aml additions 
were made to the exhibited collections. 

• As llonornry Palaeontologist of the Geological Survey of 
2\ew South Wales, )lr. Fletcher was called upon to report on 
collectiong of fossil~ and other palaeontological problems. 

A collection of Permian fossils from Southland, New Zea­
land, was forwarded by Dr .• J. Marwick, of the New Zealand 
?eological • 'urvey; a paper on this material, for publication 
m the 'frnnqac·tion~ of thl' Ro~·al Society of New Zealand, is 
almost complete. 

A collcc·tion of Permian insect remains of the Order Mecop­
tera ll'ns lrnt to ~~ r. Rick, Entomological Division, C.S.I.R., 
C'anherrn, to ennbiP him to ~nrry out research in that group. 
'rh<' typt> )J<'coptt·ritl uwtc·rial wa~ forwarded on loan to Dr. 
.\ .. J. Xicholson, ('hi<'f of the Entomological Division. 

In Hr ptcmbl'r :\fr. Fl<'teher visited an unrecorded Silurian 
fo,si.l horizon llf'ftr Borrnore. A large series of incomplete 
spr<·mwns \Ills t-ollc•l'tccl of a new species of Enc-rinttr/1.~. 
('ora ls wt•rr al~o s•·•·urPCI from a limestone horizon anrl thrsc 
inc·lnrlrd se,·cral spcc i<'s of Jlalysilt·.~. 

In Droe•·mbct· th•· arc·a WHs agrtiu visitecl in company with 
:'l!r. F. Hook<-1· rtncl .\Ir. !,, 1lnll, of th(' Gcologicnl Survey of 
l'irw Houth \\'all's. 'l'hr HC'ftlWJWe of the Sihu·iau beds jn th<' 
arra was detprmincrl 1111tl an attPmpt was made to correlate 
tiiC' srqul'IH·c with an llpprr 1-)illll'imt area al Gap and Sp1•ing 
Ot·ecks. 

. 1 n !nnc a visit was paid to Thutldungra, near Young, to 
~m·csttgate the oecul·rcnct• of supposed Jargr bivalve fossi ls 
1n a quarr,1· wh<•rr mal.(l<t•Rit<• ;, being minl'd. Jt was found 
that the ~uppo~<:d fo~•il Mhc·lls wert> actually conehoidal frac· 
tures in the mngnl'Bitr houltiC'rs, tht• whole' o<·<·nrrent-.e b<•iug an 
1gneoug nm<s. \I r. r'lrtr·hrr w:•~ a1·1•omp:mied by )1 r. J. 
Whiting, (l<·ologit·:d ~11'1'1':' of X~>ll' South Wales, on this 

investigation. A dny was spent on an examination of ?er­
mi:nJ s:m1htones of Upper MaTino age in the Burragorang 
Valll!y. Pos~ils had previouRiy been found by Mr . K. Moaher, 
o.C the Gcologicol Survey, in sandstone near the Wollondilly 
Hiver. A n<•w outcrop was tliseovered but it yielded only 
poorly preserved material. 

'l'hree short rebeareh papers were prepared and were read 
rtt llw 1946 Adelaide meeting of the Australian and New 
Z<":tlrtnd .\s~oeiatiou for t he Advancement of Science. They 
are <·ntitlctl: ''PrC'scnt Opjnion in New South Wales regarding 
thr Boundary hetwccn the Pt>rmian and Carboniferous Systems 
in ~c·w South WuiC'R," ''.\n Extension of the Geological Range 
of Eurydi!sma," and ''A Brief Suggested Correlation between 
the Prrmian SC'qut•twc of the TTunter Valley of New South 
Wall·~ and the Springsnt'P Section of Queensland." A paper 
ou Siluri:ln 'Prilohitcs from Rorenore, including description of 
a nt>w spe·dcos of F.nrriuu ru.<, is almost complete. 

A nlllropolofly. (F. D. MeCarthy in charge.) 

Stone implements dominnted the accessions for the year, ancl 
i nelu<letl :tpproxim:t toly two thousand microlithic implement'! 
from ca~torn Viclorilt as a firMt instrtlment of a more compre­
llensive c·ollec•t ion fi'OIII Dr. R. M. Wishart (Melbourne). and 
almost two thousand implements f .. om the coastal and western 
<1istri<'ts oi' Now Houth Wales from Mr. ll. J . WrigM 
(Fiyllncy); smnllcr scrie•s wenJ received from Messrs. B. 
Adc·oc·k (\'ictoria), N. MneLeod (Rylstone, New South Wales). 
Or. L. Adam (Victorin), 11. i\1. Cooper (South Australia), H. 
R. lbt·tlt•tt (South Australia), W. ,J. En right (New Soutl1. 
Walrs), and R D. Coulter (New South Wales) . An interesting 
~eries of Atont> iml>lt•ments presented by Mr. 0 . B. Pryor werl\ 
t'Oilectecl by him in Palestine, an<l Mr. H. V. Y. Noone pre· 
sent<'d a fine serit>s of Jt'rench burius and other flake imple­
ments from palrtl'olithic deposits. Mr. J. 1>f. Clift continued 
to forward specimens collected in the Condamine River area, 
Darling Downs, Queensland. Mr. McCnrthy also made repre 
sentative coll('ctions from Moana and Burra, South Australia. 
:IIr. J. A. Costelloe, an Administration Officer in New Guinea. 
presented three prehistoric stone figures of a bird, an animal'~< 
head, and a mortar, and six othl'r stone implements from th~> 
Wnhgi Valley. .\ fine exampl<' CJf n fighting axe from Mt. 
Ragen was presented by Lieut. W. A. McGregor and Dr 
N. W. G. Macintosh. 

Other accessions include n series of old Queensland aborig 
inal weapon~ from l\Ir. !';, La1·combc. :1 fu1e Banmg sword­
knife in sheath from the Philippine Tslands, once tl1e propert;r 
of Professor A. B. 'Malinowski, from :Mrs. F. Limpus, and 
P:1cific Island specimflns fro_m n uum~er of donors w~o pre­
scnterl single ancl smnll sct·Jc•s of CUl'lOS. Purchases 1nclu<le 
collections of Sepik River specimens f rom Mrs. Clark, Papuan 
specimens from )[,·s. Pickering, nncl a small mixed collectiol< 
from Niuc, Papua, und Loyalty J_slands from ;Miss :hlansfield. 
Sorting of the C. C. Towlc collcctJOn of stone Implements was 
continuecl. 

Mt·. H. K. Bnrtlett, of Adelaide, examined our collection of 
Trobriand Island specimens displaying art motives. 

A card-catalogue of ethnological lantern-slides nod pam")lh­
lcts was completed, nnd a commencement made with the com­
pilation of a reference cnt.alogue of a mass of data extracted 
from literature in connection with >arious research task$ 
carried out in past years. 

The figures for the Rnces of ll!:m ill' Oceania exhibit are stili 
in courst> of prcprtration; the Australian is finished ancl 
eolonrcd, th<' )laori, In<lOJICSian and Pygmy await colouring. 
and the }fel:mcsi:tn is well ad1·anred, whilst the Tasmanian 
h:t~ yt•t to hr mo<lell<'<l. 

Six bark paintings rcreivccl on loan from the South Aust~a ­
lian ~luscum were exhibited for six months and a new senP' 
of designs was pla<'l'd in the uorth·cast Queensland shield 
l'Xhibit. 

SPrit's of rPport' 1n•rc both compil<'d and issued during thl 
Year. Thust• publishl'd compri~c }[cmoir IX on the ston<' 
implements uf \ustralia. a lll'lailed annlysis of the large stonr 
eh·an•rs from fivl' work~hop!l on thr north e•oast of ~ew flouth 
W:tl1· ~. a r<' l'i(·ll' of :1ullu·opolog~· in Austr:1lian ~l.nSI'nn:t~ 
( Ot·tlwia), and re,·ords of new group~ of l'OCk ('ngr~vmg~ lll 

th<· ~l'<hwv rlistrict, Nos. :~:C~'i (.lfnnl·u,1). 1lannsrnpts com­
J1lct<'d iJH'I.udl• a ,.,,port ou n l'aVl' excrll'ation. at ~apstonc Cre~k~ 
New South Wah·M whi1•h I'CI'l':tlNl two JH·clnstol'll' cultures (to 
Museum Hrrol'<is): :t l't'Vi!'IV of th<' Pr<?hiRloril' r-ul~u,r<'s of Al~" 
tralin (to lit> read at till' (1ongi'<'SS of the A.N.Z.-A.A.S. Jll 
Pl'l'th, .\uguHt, 19•17. and to bo puhlishNl u1 Oceal!la): ,,n<l.n 
dcsc·ription of thr l'l'lllllrl<ahle group of rol'k !'UgravJII!{< 111 

the P('\1'1' Jloll'l' H:wdltlll'~'. Romersby. New South _\V:1lf'". .\\ 
Jll'l•liwiuaJ·'' mnnuset·ipt w:<!-1 prt'pa•·rd on thl' stout> lluplrmcntS" 
rrom :1hout [ll'l'lltl' workshops in f:tr west('rn New Soutl1 \Va_lt>e, 
hut thi• i~ to IJI' 'f'xlr•nrlNl 10 include m:Jtl'rial from other s1te~. 
i" 1 h·· ('. ('. Tow le Collection. 



·Good progress was made with the manust·rip t or a mono 
'J(raph ou the aborigines of the Sydney·Ila wkesbury di~triet, 
New Houth Wales, chapters J r to X of which were complt•teol, 
but other work has interrupted this important study of our 
local aborigines. 

Limited field-work was occupied in recording new groups of 
rock engravings. Three days were ~pent with .:\lr. E. }lcrc.,• r, 
C.S.I.R., recording and checking recording:; of :tbout t wch·e 
groups in the Terrey llills·Kuring·~:ai Chase area, two da_,., 
with mC'mbers of the recording committee of the Anth rtJpolo· 
gical Society recording 1h·e groups near Arden 'friA". Station. 
Kuring-gai Chase, a week \\ith ~lr. }'. L. S. Reil, ('ity 
Librarion, recording about ten groups, some of which artl \'ea·.'· 
extensi,·e, in the Somersby district, ;a dn)' with ~r. Bell re~·ort! · 
ing a large group of whales at .Jibbon, Xational Park, ani! 
another day recording three small groups at Castlcrcagh. Th~ 
cxtensh·e series of axe-grinding groo,·cs ut Castlereag-h ;~nd 
the large collection of stone implements mndc by )lr. Bun,' a a• 
in the Emu Plains :~rea. were also examined. 

During a visit to Adelaide u detnilcd exn mination was macl .. 
of the colleetion of stone implements in the South Australian 
Museum, and problems of nomenclature and typolog)· wct· .. 
discussed with Adelaide workers. 

Amongst the numerous inquiries dealt 11ith were th.e follow· 
ing: Information to the Newcastle Y.M.C.A. about the rr untet· 
River aborigines; to the Barrier Field Naturalists Cluh on the 
aborigines of tbo Mootwingee area and their rock art; to 
Lieut.· Commander E. May in England on Captain Cook's com· 
pass; to Lieut.-Colonel Laxton, Commissionet· for Lands, UiiiH·a·t 
and Ellice Islands, on data available about the natives of thb 
group; to Major R. 0. Noonc, British Arm~· Intelligence, on 
literature dealing with Asiatic and Oceanic countries; to .Mr. 
J . C. Kok, of Java, on Australian ethno-botany; to Mr. J. II. 
W. Williams, of Mackay, Queensland, on stone implements; to 
Dr. N. W. G. Macintosh ancl Major Williams-Hune (of Siam ) 

·on Australian prehistory; to Dr. Brodsky on Javanese masks; 
and Mr. GHlespie regarding an exhibit of stone implements at 
the Knox Grammar School, Sydney. 

Numismatics. (F. D. McCarthy in charge; G. C. Heyde, lion. 
Numismatist.) 

Mr. G. C. Heyde, Honorary Numismatist, continued his 
rcvi~ion an~ . classification of Australian tokens, upon which 
he JS cornpilmg a catalogue, and Australian medals. 11 c 
attended to a number of inquirers seeking information and 
valuations of large series of coins. 
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Sl'l~ ,,f .\u~lm lian (J9J6 si lver) and New Guinea coins 
purchuMc•tl. rrom ~hc Hoyal lllint, and a 1935 set of Nere 
Zealnnd ~~h l'r <:Oili!:J was purchased from the Bush Aid MJ" 
sionary ::locicty. The unused stock of 357 bronze med t 
togPthu· with fh·e o thers of different kinds used as aw a 8• 
for thl• lntcrnntional Exhibition, _Sydney, 1879, and ~iclbou~rds 
1~80·8 1 was transferred to th1s Museum by the l\fitcb~ 
Library. 

Dcz}(lr/mrnl of P~trmralit>n. (G. C. Clutton, Preparator, in 
c·hargc; ,J. Kmgs!cy, Preparator; W. Barncs and J B 
\\'right, .\ ssistant-Prcparators. ) · · 

TJurin!.r the .'·ear 22 birds and 4 Crustacea were mount d 
•1nil ·14 mammaJ:.., 178 birds and 5 t·eptilca were prepared 0 ' 
;,kelcton was mounted, and 4.3 skulls preparC'd. · ne 

In the photographic section, 372 negati\'C!'S and 186 !ante 
><lidc•s Wl'l'c made, 861 prints prepaa·ed and 581 prints mount;~ 
in the a lbum. 

Sixlet!n moulds and 108 casts were prepared for the Geology 
l>c·pHrlnwnt of f:iydney University. 

The 1ilm of Building Stones of New South Wales was com. 
piNt•d anrl is l.rinq duplicated. The Ban-ington Tops film 
wa~ nlmost c·ompleted. 

.\ numher of figttr<'S a rc being modelled for an exhibit of 
Hnces of )Inn in Oceania. 

Some work was done for the Commonwealth Department of 
<'ommcrc·e and Agriculture for an exhibit at the Royal Easter 
Hhow, 1!147. 

Acccs~ions £or the year 1!1·16-47 totalled: 
Yertebrata ........ ..... ....... . 
Tnvertebrata ................... . 
Geological ............ ...... ... . 
Ethnologica I ................... . 
Miscellaneous 

1,624 
2,603 

716 
4,748 

372 

10,063 

Papers and nrticlcs published dul'ing tht• .'"ear 
~femoirs of the Australian Museum .. 
Record!! of the Australian 11useum ... 
.\ustt alian Museum Magazine 

totalled: 
2 
3 

23 
Other Publications ...... . .......... . 6 

H. B. MATHEWS, President. 
A. B. W ALKOM, Director. 

APPENDIX A. 

'TRUSTEES OF TElE A USTRALIAN :i\ll'SEU~r .\'!' 30TH Jl':IIE, 1941. 

Crown Trustee 

St~tutory 

Appointed 

Elective 

H. B. :\Iathcws, B . .\. 

His Honour the Chi('f .Justice. 
The lion. the Colonial SecretarY. 
The lion. the Attorney-Genera( 
'fhe Uo11. the Colonial Treflsurcr. 
'fhe Auditor-General. 
The President of the ::Ueclical B o:1 rd. 

The Hon. the President of the Legislative Council. 
'fhe Crown Solicitor. 
The Sun·eyor·Gener:tl and Chief Survevor. 
'fhe Hon. the Minister for Works. • 
The lion. the Ministe r for Educ-a tion. 

E. C. Andrews B .. -\. 
C. Gordon MacLeod, M.A., M.D., Ch.M. 
Professor A. N. Burkitt, M.B., B.Sc. 
Professor W. J . D:tkin, D.Sc. 
Frank B. Spencer. 
John Spence, C.M.G. 
0. G. Viekery, B.E., M.I.E. (Aust.). 
Wallace C. Wurth, C.M.G., LL.B. 
Professor A. P. Elkin, M.A., Ph.D. 
F. MeDoweLI 
R. J. Noble,. M.Se., B.Sc.Agr., Ph.D. 
E. J . Ken.ny, M.Aust. I.M.M. 
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APPENI))Jt B. 

TilE A USTR.\ LIAN MUSF.UM. 

Statement of Receipts and P,\ymcnh ror the Year l 11t July, 1946, to 30th .June, 1947. 

To li&J&oce-Jst July, 1 9~6-
Cuh at Bank And in Band ... . .... . ................. . 
ln\'t>Stmeots-

Commonwenltb ln.~ril>W Stoek .. .. ............ .. 
81\\'lllll' Bank .... . ................................ . 

Statutory EodoW'lllcnt ............ ........... . ... .. . .. . 
E. J. BaUstrom Donation ............. . .. ........ . 
Sales of Pullliaatlon! ............. .. .................. .. 
Jotere.•l on Tnvestmentii--

Joserllled St<K>k • .. ............................... . 
Saving~ Account ....................... .. ....... .. 

Donations ............................................. . 
Hl!IC~llnncou~ Receipt.s ............................... . 

£ •. d. 
1,103 7 s 

1 ,750 0 t) 
J,j84 14 4 

1,000 0 0 
500 0 0 
441 16 :l 

59 7 G 
38 l S 2 
2'! 8 G 
19 12 " 

T ru•IPe.y Fund~. 

£ •. •1. 

2.082 19 10 

£6.521 I 10 

£ 8. d. 
Jly Printlnll nncl Publi•hlnR Mal!lltlncs........... ....... 2

14
1
8
3 1

10
& 

0
5 

.. . J'u hll•hinK Guide!! ................. .. . 
I'UfCliii'P uf ~(>ffhlll•n• .. . .... .. .. .......... . . ... ~~ ~ 1g 
SlOf f'( Alltl ~t'T\ lt.·e.- • . •.....•.... • ... • . .. • · · • •· . • · 
r lint>· Tnu·k .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. igg g g 
l'llm• · · ... .. • ...................... ......... 52 0 0 

R~:~~~~~~~;·~ vote~ .. :::.::·:::::·::::::::::::::::::::::: 47 8 5 
~!iM'rlinncou• gxpen!iC~ .......................... _ _ 19_1_7_1_0 

Balnn<·~!!-30th June. I!H7-
('n•h nt Bnnk nrul in Hand ........... .. ......... . 

Jnvr, .. tmt'nt~ 
t 'o•nrnonwcalth Ju~o;trltwd StCK'k ........ . ... ..... . 
Savlnl(~ llnuk .. .. ............... .... . 

1,1i8 7 10 

l ,i50 0 0 
2,62.~ 9 6 --- --

F ickery Beqtw<l A cconnl. 

£ ~. d~ 

969 4 6 : 

5,551 Ji 4 

£6,521 10 

£ R. d . .!: •· tl . £ s. d. £ 8. d; 
137 l 4 
400 0 0 

To Balance At :Bnnk 1st July, 1940 .. .. ... . ...... .. .. 
Investment!! . ......... ... ....... ... ...... .. . .. ..... . .... . 

By :Unlnnrc• nt Dnnk, :10111 June, 1947 .... .. .......... .. 
lnve•\ment' ........ . ........ ........ ........... . 

152 17 4 
400 0 0 

537 1 4 - - --
InteresL on I nveetrnente ......... ... .... .. ..... .... .. . 13 0 0 

2 16 0 Interest on SB ving~ Account ..... .. ............... .. 

1711. J 

---- 15 16 0 

£552 17 

APPEl'DIX B. 

THE A USTRALIAt'~ MUSEtnl. 
Statement of Consolidated Revenue Fund Expenditure. 

1st July, 1946, to 30th June, 1947. 

Salaries and Payments in the ::-l'ature 
of Salary-

Al. Salaries and Wages ........... . 
A2. Temporary Assistance ........ . 
A3. Allowances ...................... .. 
A5. Overtime ....................... . 

Maintenance and Working Ex­
penses-

Bl. Subsidiary Staff Charges­
Workers' Compensation In· 

surance ...................... .. 
Employers' Contributions 

under State Superannuation 
Act, 1916 ................... .. 

B2. Expenses in Connection with 
Buildings-

Fire and other Insurances .. . 
Maintenance of Lawns and 

Grounds ....................... . 
B3. Subsistence and Transport 

Expenses-
Travelling and Removal Ex-

penses .......................... . 
Freight, Cartage, and Packing 

B4. General Expenses-
Books, Periodicals, and Papers 
Fees, Commissions, and Re­

muneration for Scn ·ices 
rendered .......... ............. . 

Laundry Expenses ............. .. 
Postal, Telegraphic, and Tele-

phonic Sen >ices ............. .. 
Stores, P rovisions, Stationery, 

Furnit ure Equipment, 
Minor Plant , etc. . ........ .. . 

Maintenance Co;t:; not t'lso-
where inclurlcd ............. .. 

A 7. Difference in P ay to Ofti<'l'l'~ 
and F.mplo~·ccs on Hen ice 
wi th tho Defence h'orccL ... 

C9. Superannuation Contrilru· 
~ions-Officora on Sorvico 
with the Dofcnco F o r·ccs ..... 

£ s. d. £ 8. d. 

17,477 11 11 
259 6 10 
128 0 0 
442 12 10 

62 7 4 

963 11 0 

289 8 8 

54 2 7 

176 14 3 
49 19 1 

478 11 3 

4.0 19 0 
20 10 2 

72 (j 

31l!) 11 2 

1!) 14 

17 l.i 3 

•I !i 4 

18,307 1 I 7 

2,597 10 

:?tl,!)(),j 8 

:!2 0 7 

t :lO.ll27 2 3 

Sydney : Thoma. ... Henry l\:mutnt , QQ\f'l rlnH"nl l'rintt r- 19 48. 

fi52 17 4 

£552 17 4 


