
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ANNO DECDIO SEPTIMO 

VICTORI.JE REGIN.JE. 

By His Excellency Srn CHARLES AUGUS1'US FI1'Z 

RoY, Knigltt Omnpanion of the Royal Hano­

verian Guelpltic Order, Governor- General ~~ 
all Her Majesty's .A~estralictn Possessions, and 
Captain- General and Governor-in-Oltief of tlte 

TerritO'J'·y of New Soutlt Wales and its Depen­
dencies, and, Vice-Admi1·al of tlte same, witlt 

tlte advice and consent of tlte L egislative Council. 

No. II. 
An Act to Incorporate nnd Endow the Australian Museum. 

[Assented to, 4th July, 1853.] 

W H EREAS the specimens of natural history and other public 
property deposited in the Australian l\Iuseum, have now 

become of considerable value : And whereas it is deemed expedient for 
public convenience, and the promotion of literature antl science, that the 
books, pictures, manuscripts, statues, specimens of natural history, and 
other objects, \vhich this Colony now possesses, or mny hereafter acquire by 
gift, bequest, purchase, or exchange, should be deposited in the custody of 
trustworthy persons: And whereas His Excellency the Governor General 
has already appointed a Committee for the management and guardianship 
of the said Museum and of the collections therein, nnJ it is now deeme•l 
necessary that the members of the aforesaid Committee, together with 
certain other persons hereinafter designated, should be incorporated as a 
Board of Trustees : Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor 
of New South ·wales, with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council thereof, as follows :-

I. A Board of Trustees, compose(} as hereinafter mentioned, shall 
he and is hereby constituted a Body Politic and Corporate, by the name of 
" The Trustees of the Australian Mus~um," by w
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Corporate shall have perpetual successiOn, and sha have a common sen , incorporated. 

n.nd shall by the same name, from time to time, sue and be sued, implead 
Hnd be implea,ded, answer and be answered unto, in all Courts of the said 
Colony, n.nd shn.ll be able and capable in law to take, purchase, and hold 
to them and their successors all goods, chattels, and personal property 
whatever, eiLhor now deposited within the preci nets of the Australian 
Museum, or heren.fter to be acquired by gift, bequest, purchnse, or ex-
change, and shall also be able and capable in law to take, }JUrchase, and 
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hold to them and theiT successors, not only such lands buil~ings heredita­
ments an(l possessions, as ~ay from ~ime to time bo excl.ustY~ly use~ ~~d 
occupied for the immed1ate requu·emc~ts. of the ~1d Aushalian 
;\Iuseum " but also any other lands bu1ldmgs hercchtaments and pos­
sessions' whatsoever, situate in the said Colon.Y or elsewhere; ~nd 
they and their successors shall be able and capable m law to grant, delllise, 
alienate, and otherwise dispose of, all or any of the property, real or per­
sonal beloncrino· to the said Museum; and 1tlso to do all other matters aml 
thin;s inc1d~nW to or appertainincr to, a Body Politic and Corporate. 

0 
II. Provided always, That it shall not be lawful for the said 

Trustees to alienate, mortgage, charge, or demise, nny lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments, to which they ma.y become entitled by grant, ~m-chase, ~r 
othonvise, unless with the approval of the Governor rmcl Executtve Council 
of the s}1itl Colony for the time being, except by way of lease for any term 
not exceetling thirty-one years from the time when such lease shall be 
made, in and by which there shall be rcservecl and made payable for the 
uses of the said :Museum, chuing the whole of the term thereby granted, 
the best yearly rent that can be reasonably got.len for the same, without 
any fine or foregift. 

J>cnnnnNtt endow- III. By way of permanent endowment for the said "Ausb.·alian 
m~ntonluicum. .Museum," the Governor shall be and is hereby empowered, by wru-rant 

under his band to direct to be issued and paid out of the General or 
Ordinary ReYcnues of the said Colony, by four cquaJ quarterly payments 
on the first day of January, the first day of April, the fu·st day of July, 
an1l the first day of October, in every year, ns a fund for defraying the 
several stipends which shall be appointed to be paid to such necessary 
officers and servants as shall be from time to time appointed by the said 
Board of Trustees, and for clischarging all incidental and necessary charges 
connected with the current expenditure thereof or otherwise, the sum of 
One thousnnd pounds in each and every year, the first instalment thereof 
to become due anu payable on the first day of J auuary, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-four. 

t:orpo!ntion to con- IV. The said Body Corporate shall consist of twenty-four Trustees 
''"t of twelve ofllcinl f h · r • ' 
lllld twelve elective twelve 0 w om shall be called OffLCJal rrustees, anu shall conslst of the 
members. following Public Officers for the time being, that is to say :-The Chief 

Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Colonial Trea­
surer, The Auditor General, The Speaker of the Legislative Council, The 
Solicitor General, The Collector of Cust.oms, The Smvcyor General, The 
Colonial Architect, The President of the Colonial.l\Icclical Boru·d, or should 
any such Office cease to exist, then surh other Officer as the Go1erno1· 
may name for the purpose, and a Trustee to be named by the Governor 
and to he called the Crown TTustce; and the other twelve Trustees 
who shall be called Elective Trustees. shall consist at first of the followin; 
per$Ons, being the Members of the present Committee for the l\Ianarr~ 
mcnt of the said )luseum, that is to ~ay :-Arthur A'Beckett Esqui:e 
George Bennett, Esquil'e, William Branth,vaite Clarke Clerk 'Frederick 
Orme J?an·all, .Esquire, Pbilli_P ~arker King, Captain R~yal N~vy, Robert 
I .. ethbndge Kt.ng, Clerk, Wllliam l\Iac~rthur, Esquire, William Sharp 
l\Iacleay, Esqune, George ~Iacleay, Esqwre, John Smith Esquire Doctor 
of Medicine, George Edward Tw·ner, Clerk, and Geor~e Witt Esquire 
Doctor of Medicine. o ' ' 

How ''ncnncicR V. All vacancies which shall occur by deAth resi..,.na.tion OI' other'-
lunong.t ~lccth•e ' o ' 
n1~mbcrs &t1pplild. wise, among the aforesaid twelve "Elective Trustees," shall be filled up 

as they ~l'":)' occm by the election of such other fit anu proper persons as 
the rematrung l\lembers of the aforesaid Corporate Body sha1l, at meetirws 
duly .to be convened for that purpose, elect to fill up such vacancie~: 
Pr~vtdc~ always, that no such vacancy, unless created by death or 
res1gnation, shall occw· for any cause wh[Ltsoevcr unless such 
cau~e. shall have been previously specified by some J3y-1n.w ~f the said Bod 
Pohtlc and Corporate duly passed as hereinafter mentioned. vl 
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VI. At every )leeting of the said Trustees, five Trustees shall form Five trustees to form 
a Quorum, and all questions shall be decided by the majority of votes ofaquo~; ma~ority 
the Trustees present; and in all cases, when the votes on each side shall ~~~~rd:~~~:~ 
be equal, the Chairman, who may be chosen to act on the occasion, shall 
have an additional or casting vote. 

VII. The said Trustees shall have full power to appoint all officers General J?Owers ol 
nnu servants of the said ~Iuseum, and shall have the entn e management ;r::::n~~h:fth 
anu superintendence of the affairs, concerns, and property of the said Museum. 
:Museum; and in all cases not provided for by this Act, it shall be lawful 
for the said Trustees to act in such manner as shall appear to them best 
calcuhtted to advance the objects of the said Institution. · 

VIII. The said Trustees shall have power and authority to make, Power to make by­
and also to repeal or alter all such By-laws, Rules, and Orders, touching ~~d':;srules, and 
and concerning the management and good government of the said Museum · 
an•l the income and property thereof, and any other matter or thing relative 
to the same, as to them may seem fit for the effectual attainment of the 
objects of the Institution, the security of its property, a.ncl the administra-
tion of its concerns; and all such By-laws, Rules, an cl Orders, shall be 
presented to the Governor ; and on confirmation and allowance thereof by 
His Excellency, with the advice of the Executive Council, shall come into 
force aml be binding in law; and all such By-laws, Rules, and Orders 
shall, within one month from the date thereof, be published in the New 
South Wales Govennnent Gazette, and shall be laid before the Legislative 
Council within one month after the same shall have been made, if such 
Council be then sitting, or if not, then within one month after the com­
mencement of the next ensuing Session thereof. 

IX. The said Trustees shall once at least in every year, and also Trustees to make 
whenever the pleasure of the Governor shall be signified in that behalf, ~n':lal Reports, and 

report their proceedings, and the progress of the said I nstitution, to the r::Ir~~cfro~~hen 
said Governor and Executive Council ; and a copy of every such Repor t proceedings. 
shall be lairl before the Legislative Council within one month after the 
S<Lme sh:tll have been received, if the said Council be then siLting, or if not, 
then within one month after the commencement of the next Session 
thereof. 

X. Accounts of the expenditure of the Museum shall be furnished Annual accounts to 

11 b h T t t tl G t ~ · t' d d't befurnishedforaudit ann ua y y t e rus ees o 1e overnmen J.Ol' examma 10n an au 1 , and publication. 
and in order that an abstract thereof may be published in the Govemment . ' 
Gazette. 

Pussert tlte U ffislative Cmmcil, this twenty-thi1·d} 
tla!l nf J,me, Otle thousa11cl eight lmnd,·ed 
und fifty-tllree. 

W:\1. )L\.CPHERSON, 
CLERK OF TilE COUNCIL. 

CIIARLES NICIIOLSON, 
SP£.\KER, 

l 1t tlte name and on tlze beha?f of Her ]fajesty, I Assent to this Act. 

Goct. llousc, Sydney, 4th July, 1S53. 

CH5· A. FITZ ROY, 
GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


